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Introduction

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies 2025

Religious Studies B - Beliefs in Action

Paper 3: Area of Study 3 – Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice

Option 3B – Christianity

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall GCSE award. The paper includes four questions, each

covers a section within the specification, candidates are expected to answer all four questions,

there is no element of choice on the paper. The details of the assessment content are provided in

the specification. Centres are expected to use the Edexcel specification rather than other

published resources when planning and teaching the course content. Examination questions are

set using the specification.

This paper allows an in-depth study of Christianity as a lived religion within the United Kingdom,

its beliefs and teachings on life. Specifically, it allows the study of Philosophy and Social Justice.

These are issues that are part of the study at A level: as such this paper not only engages the

interest of young people, it is excellent preparation for higher level studies in Religious Studies.

Note

AO: Assessment Objective

SPaG: Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. Marks are available for SPaG in some (d) questions.
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Question 1(a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs.

Bullet point 1.2 – The creation of the universe and of humanity.

The question asked was:

Outline three features of the biblical accounts of Creation.

In this question a feature is something that happens in a biblical account. Any part of the biblical

accounts of Creation – Genesis 1, Genesis 2, John 1 or even Jeremiah and Ephesians – can be

credited. It does not need to be a quote. Common correct answers were the days of Creation –

these had to be correct to be credited.

Common errors included: beliefs about Creation that are not described in the Bible, getting the

specific events of the days of creation in Genesis 1 incorrect.

It is important that candidates are familiar with all of the specialist terminology used in the

specification, so that they understand the questions asked.

(a) items are point marked – Outline requires three outlined reasons.

One mark is given for each accurate feature identified and written in a sentence.
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This response receives 1 mark.

• Sun is created on the fourth day. (1)

This candidate incorrectly describes the literal and metaphorical understandings – these are

not features.

Read the questions carefully.

This candidate writes three accurate sentences, each outlining a biblical feature.

They receive one mark for each outline.
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The candidate is given 3 marks

• God created light on the first day. (1)

• God created stars and celestial objects on day 4. (1)

• God rested on the 7th day. (1)

Write three distinct sentences.
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Question 1(b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.5 – The nature and significance of salvation.

The question asked was:

Explain*two* Christian beliefs about the importance of salvation.

Answers to this question were varied. Any belief or teaching associated with the importance of

salvation eg being saved from sin was acceptable. This may be what it is, how it was achieved or

biblical teachings.

Common incorrect answers included information that was not about salvation, material about

atonement and material about the Salvation Army.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two beliefs are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded the maximum 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes

or examples. The development must be linked to the beliefs given and to the question asked.

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for things and 2 for the development of each thing.
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This response is given 0 marks.

The candidate does not know what salvation is. Despite not knowing what salvation is, the

candidate tries to give general information.

This information is too vague and will not gain marks. Candidates should not be encouraged

to waste time like this.

Teachers should refer to the specification for possible questions.
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The candidate gives two developed beliefs.

• One Christian belief about the importance of salvation is that it mended the relationship

between God and humans (1) Developed by

• Humans were now saved from original sin (1)

The extra written material is not needed.

• One Christian belief about the importance of salvation is that it showed humans that

God loves them (1) Developed by

• God sent his one and only son…to save humanity (1)

The extra written material is not needed.

Write 4 sentences to gain 4 marks.
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Question 1(c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.7 –

The problem of evil and suffering and a loving and righteous God.

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why the problem of evil and suffering may cause Christians to question their

faith.

Correct answers to this question addressed the theological problem of evil and suffering and why

it may cause problems for belief in God. They often referred to the Inconsistent Triad and to the

characteristics of God.

Common incorrect answers referred to evil and suffering in the world, rather than the theological

problem of evil. Some answers referred to solutions instead of problems (solutions could be used

as development).

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons were required, and

both were needed to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a quote)

or an example. The development must relate both to the reason given and to the question asked.

If the development is not about the question, even if it relates to the reason given, it will gain no

marks. Frequently candidates wrote ‘and this is in the Bible, and the Bible is the word of God’: this

(usually) does not answer the question and therefore receives no marks. The reasons then should

be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support the reason given and

cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development, it does not gain a second mark

as the source.

(c) items are point marked.

(c) items can receive 5 marks: 2 for a reason, 2 for the development of each reason and 1 for an

accurate source that relates to the reason given.
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The candidate gives one developed reason but does not use a source – 2 marks.

• The problem of evil makes Christians ponder the inconsistent triad (1) Developed using

an explanation

• They question whether God is truly omni-benevolent and omniscient (1)

The second paragraph is not about the problem of evil.

Candidates must use sources of wisdom accurately and in context.
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The candidate gives two developed beliefs using a source – 5 marks.

• One reason why the problem of evil and suffering may cause Christians to question their

faith is because it contradicts God’s omnipotence (1) Then a source is used:

• God is described as ‘compassionate and graceful’ (1) Developed by

• How could an all-loving God let people suffer (1)

• Another reason is because it goes against God’s omnipotence (1) Developed by

• Christians may wonder how an all-powerful God allows suffering to happen (1)

A (c) question has 5 marks and can be answered in 5 sentences.
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Question 1(d)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.4 – The last days of Jesus’ life.

The question asked was:

“The crucifixion shows Christians what Jesus is really like.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

• refer to Christian teachings

• reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to give

a non-religious response. Candidates who gave a non-religious view had this part of the answer

ignored.

Better candidates recognised that this was a statement that should have led to a discussion of

the person of Jesus and the characteristics of Jesus shown in the crucifixion.

Weaker candidates did not know what the crucifixion was or did not recognise this is about the

person of Jesus, rather than is the crucifixion important. They found it difficult to gain marks.

Teachers who are not familiar with the (d) levels-based mark scheme should access the training

materials on the Edexcel website.

(d) items are levels-marked; they are not point-marked.
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This response reaches Level 2, 5 marks, which is the lowest mark in Level 2.

There was sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 2 in the middle of the range

of marks because it met a few of the demands of the level descriptors.

The answer gave:

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments

To achieve the top of this level they would need to give an answer that led to simple

judgements which have some links to the analysis, leading to a conclusion with limited

justification.

SPaG was given 2 marks, because it met intermediate level descriptors·

• Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy.

• Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall.

Please note handwriting is not part of the SPaG mark.

Total: 7 marks

Candidates should not refer to material that is not required by the question.

16 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3B



GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3B 17



18 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3B



This answer gives sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 3 at the top of the

range of marks because it meets the demands of the level descriptors.

This response reaches Level 3, 9 marks because it gives:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning to discuss different

points of view, underpinned by a sound understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the analysis, leading to a

partially justified conclusion.

To get higher marks it needed to support judgements by the appraisal of arguments, leading

to a justified conclusion that is consistent with the analysis.

SPaG is given 3 marks, in this example, because:

• They spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy.

• They use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

• They use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.

Total: 12 marks

Candidates should assess and analyse the validity of the evidence used in their arguments.
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Question 2(a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion

Bullet point 2.5 – Christian teachings about prayer.

The question asked was:

Outline three reasons prayer may lead to belief in God.

In this question any reasons why a prayer may engender or enhance belief in the existence of

God were accepted. Answers were varied and any answer that could apply to Christians was

accepted.

Common errors included arguments that were about the purpose of prayer in general but that

did not indicate how this may lead to belief in God.
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This response receives a mark for:

• One reason prayer may lead to belief in God is because God answers these prayers. (1)

Candidates should record each sentence separately.
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The candidate writes three sentences, each outlining one reason.

• Prayer can comfort, alleviating suffering and hence strengthening faith. (1)

• Answered prayer can lead people to truly believe God is looking after them. (1)

• Prayer is promoted in the Bible (where people gather in my name, I am here with them).

(1)

An outline must be more than one word.
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Question 2(b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion

Bullet point 2.1 – Revelation as proof of the existence of God.

The question asked was:

Explain two things the Bible reveals about the nature of God.

Answers to this question included any accurate belief or teaching about the nature of God that is

shown in the Bible. Candidates referred to God being omniscient, omnipotent and benevolent

but other characteristics were acceptable.

Common errors include repetition – particularly of development – any point can only be credited

once. Some candidates gave a characteristic and then explained the characteristic rather than

showing how the Bible reveals it. This could not be credited as development.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two things are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Candidates should be familiar with the terminology used in the specification because these

words will be used in examination questions.
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This response receives 2 marks for two things – these are not developed.

• One thing the Bible reveals about the nature of God is that he is omnipotent. (1)

The rest of this paragraph is repetition of omnipotent; it does not answer the question so it

is not credited.

• Another thing the Bible reveals about the nature of God is that he is omni-benevolent.

(1)

The rest of this paragraph is repetition of omni-benevolent; it does not answer the question

so it is not credited.

Write answers that divide into 2 paragraphs, each containing a point and a development.
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This response receives 4 marks. The candidate gives two developed things.

• One thing the Bible reveals about the nature of God is that he is omnipotent (1)

Developed by

• The Bible talks about how God is behind all creation (1)

• Another thing the Bible reveals about the nature of God is that he is omni-benevolent (1)

Developed by

• The Bible talks about how God freed the Israelites (1)

A source can be accepted as a development of a reason.
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Question 2(c)

Candidates were assessed on the Philosophy of Religion

Bullet point 2.3 – Miracles as proof of the existence of God.

The question asked was:

Explain two examples of miracles shown in the Bible.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Answers needed to be from the Bible but did not need to be quotes. Correct answers gave a

specific miracle: these could be from the New Testament or the Old Testament.

Common incorrect answers were too vague, eg Jesus healed a sick person, or they did not come

from the Bible eg St Bernadette in Lourdes.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two examples are required, and

both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. They must also correctly use a source of

wisdom in their answer, which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the example given in

the answer; this is the 5th mark.
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The candidate gives one example: this is developed with a description.

• One miracle is when Jesus resurrected from the dead (1) Developed by

• Two ladies came across Jesus and were shocked to see him alive (1)

The second paragraph is too vague. It does not identify a specific example and so could not

be credited.

Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the specification.
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This response receives 5 marks.

• One example of miracles in the Bible is when Moses saw the burning bush (1) Developed

by

• God manages to talk to Moses through the bush (1)

• Another example of a miracle in the Bible is when Jesus was resurrected (1) Developed

by

• Three days after his crucifixion he rose from his grave (1) There is then a source:

• ‘he is not here, he has risen’ (1)

The source must be relevant and used as part of the candidate’s reasoning.
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Question 2(d)

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the (d) items. As explained in the specification this means:

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark on the paper.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and

against and reach a justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the validity of the

arguments used/appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent

answers giving reasons for and against but did not evaluate the credibility of the argument.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting candidates'

progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme and a level is decided using a ‘best fit’,

according to the levels descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion

Bullet point 2.6 – Design argument.

The question asked was:

“God is the designer of the universe.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

• refer to Christian teachings

• refer to non-religious point of view

• reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that candidates were not required to give ethical views. If they referred to ethical

viewpoints this part of their answer was ignored.

Candidates who did well recognised that this was about the evidence for the existence of God

provided by the design argument. They were able to expand answers with reference to Paley and

Hume and then assess the value of their arguments.

Candidates who did less well confused the design argument with the biblical creation stories or

the cosmological argument.

Familiarity with the specification would prevent this confusion.
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This response reaches Level 2, 4 marks, which is the lowest mark in Level 2 because the

answer did not meet all the demands of the level descriptors.

The answer gives:

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments, underpinned by

limited understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to simple judgements.

To reach Level 3 the candidate needed to provide:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning to discuss different

points of view, underpinned by a sound understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the analysis, leading to a

partially justified conclusion.

There are many different ways to answer (d) items: a template will not ensure good marks.

34 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3B



GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3B 35



36 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3B



This response reaches Level 3, 8 marks, which is the middle mark in Level 3 because the

answer meets most, but not all, of the demands of the level descriptors.

It gives:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning to discuss different

points of view, underpinned by a sound understanding of religion and belief.

To reach Level 4 it needed to give:

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning to

discuss different points of view, underpinned by thorough understanding of religion and

belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of arguments, leading to a

justified conclusion that is consistent with the analysis.

Analysis discusses strengths and weakness and gives reasons for them.
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Question 3(a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life

Bullet point 3.5 – Christian religious celebrations.

The question asked was:

Outline three reasons Christians celebrate religious festivals.

In this question any reason why a Christian may celebrate a religious festival (ie on the liturgical

calendar), whether it is a general reason or about a specific festival eg Christmas, was credited.

Some candidates did not name the festival but if it was identifiable, it was credited eg to celebrate

the resurrection of Jesus.

Common errors include referring to rites of passage/sacraments, rather than festivals, which

were not credited.
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This response receives 0 marks because it does not explain why festivals are celebrated –

instead it describes how they are celebrated.

It is important that candidates read the wording of the question carefully, especially the

secondary command words, which in this case is 'reasons'.

Sentences do not need to be more than one line.
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This response receives 3 marks.

• Christians celebrate religious festivals to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. (1)

• They celebrate the death of Jesus. (1)

• Additionally celebrations unite Christians. (1)

These are three sentences: three outlines.

Three separate sentences, each one in a new line, is a good idea!
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Question 3(b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life

Bullet point 3.8 – The role and importance of the local church in the worldwide community.

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why Christians should give to charity.

Answers to this question needed to refer to reasons why a Christian might give to charity. This

may have included why they do charitable work, but it must be the reason, not a description of

what they do (which may be development).

Common errors that could not be credited included descriptions of charitable work with no

reasons why they might do it, or ignoring the word 'give' in the question.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

must be developed to be awarded 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information,

a reference to a source of wisdom (a quote) or an example. The development must link to the

reason given and to the question asked.
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This response gives 2 reasons but neither is developed: 2 marks.

• One reason why Christians should give to charity is because Jesus encouraged it (1)

The following information is about why Jesus is important: it is not about charitable giving so

it cannot be credited.

• Another reason why Christians should give to charity is because they should do good

deeds (1)

The following information is not Christian, so cannot be credited.

Examples linked to the reason given are a good form of development.

This response receives 4 marks for two developed reasons.

However, they write too much, which is time-wasting.
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Marks can only be given for what the candidate writes, rather than for what they might

mean.

• One reason why Christians should give to charity is because wealth is unimportant. (1)

Developed by

• that it is very difficult for the rich to enter heaven (1)

The rest of the material in this paragraph is not required.

• Another reason is the concept of Agape (1) Developed by

• which tells Christians to be compassionate to others. (1)

The rest of the material in this paragraph is not required.

Write reasons in separate paragraphs.
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Question 3(c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life

Bullet point 3.6 – The future of the Christian Church.

The question asked was:

Explain two ways the Church carries out missionary work.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

The answers to this could refer to any way evangelical/missionary work may be carried out. This

may be local, national or international. It could include charitable work; however, the answer

must include some kind of missionary activity – ie to enhance or engender faith.

Common incorrect answers were too vague or based on helping others, rather than spreading

the faith. Other incorrect answers said why Christians do the work, rather than explaining. Some

candidates were 'shoehorning' in quotes that had nothing to do with missionary activity; these

could not be credited.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two different ways are required, and

both need to be developed for 4 marks. The different ways then should be supported with a

‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support the way given and cannot be awarded twice.

Therefore, if the source is used as development, it does not gain a second mark for the source at

the same time.
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The response is given 2 marks for one developed way.

The first paragraph gives no information about missionary activity.

• Another way a church may carry out missionary activity…spreading the gospel. (1)

Developed by

• As instructed by Jesus ’spread the gospel’ (1)

Candidates do not have to reference a source.
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The candidate gives two developed ways and uses a source as part of their reasoning: 5

marks.

• One way is by going to other countries to spread the faith. (1)

• Source used The Great Commission said spread the word (1) Developed by

• Led to travelling to other struggling countries…knowledge of religion to the people (1)

• Another way is going out in public and sharing the word of God. (1) Developed by

• Doing this helps to bring understanding to nearby people in hopes they will learn and

follow teachings. (1)

Sources can be paraphrased.
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Question 3(d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including

their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and

against and reach a justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the validity of the

arguments used/appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent

answers giving reasons for and against but did not evaluate the credibility of the argument.

Formulas and writing frames restrict the flow of the arguments thus restricting candidates'

progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level

descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life

Bullet point 3.3 – The nature and purpose of prayer.

The question asked:

“Informal prayer is the best form of prayer.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

• refer to Christian teachings

• reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor in the question, are candidates required to give a

non-religious or ethical response. Any non-religious or ethical material within an answer was

ignored.

Candidates who did well knew about different views about the use of informal prayer and why it

might be used. They were able to expand answers with examples and compare to use of formal

or set prayer.

Candidates who did less well tended to give descriptive answers, rather than analytical.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3B 49



50 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3B



GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 3B 51



This response gives sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 3, 8 marks, in the

middle of the range of marks because most of the demands of the level descriptors are met.

It gives:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning to discuss different

points of view, underpinned by a sound understanding of religion and belief.

To reach Level 4 it needed to give:

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning to

discuss different points of view, underpinned by thorough understanding of religion and

belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of arguments, leading to a

justified conclusion that is consistent with the analysis.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because:

• They spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy.

• They use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall.

• They use a good range of specialist terms as appropriate.

Total: 11 marks

Candidates may write on the exam paper and cross out the elements required.
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This response reaches Level 3, 9 marks, which is the highest mark in Level 3 because the

answer met some of the demands of the level descriptors but not all of them.

It gives:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning to discuss different

points of view, underpinned by a sound understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the analysis, leading to a

partially justified conclusion.

To get higher marks it needed to support judgements by giving more appraisal of

arguments.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because:

• They spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy.

• They use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

• They use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.

Total: 12 marks

Candidates can extend their chain of reasoning by using development such as examples,

sources and explanations.
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Question 4(a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality

Bullet point 4.4 – Christian attitudes to prejudice and discrimination.

The question asked was:

Outline three Christian teachings about discrimination.

In this question any Christian teaching or belief about discrimination could be credited. This

included references from the Bible, but need not include them, discrimination in this instance can

be used as a general concept or can refer to forms of discrimination eg racism. Biblical references

must clearly be about discrimination or have an explanation linking them to discrimination.

Common errors include descriptions of different topics such as peacemaking, love and

forgiveness. Definitions of what discrimination is do not provide an answer to the question, which

asks for Christian teachings about discrimination.

Biblical teachings like 'love thy neighbour', 'love thy enemies' etc could not be credited because

they do not say anything about discrimination.
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The candidate gives one correct teaching.

The first part of the answer is ignored – God does not say ’everyone is made in the image of

God’.

• You should not discriminate. (1)

The specification should be used for revision.
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This response is given three marks - one mark for each Christian teaching about

discrimnation outlined in a sentence.

• One teaching is that discrimination due to religion is prohibited. (1)

• Another teaching is that discrimination will lead to disharmony. (1)

• Another teaching is … that it is important to respect one another. (1)

All the additional material – including ‘love thy neighbour’ is not needed.

Candidates should provide three full sentences to answer an (a) item.
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Question 4(b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality

Bullet point 4.3 – Christian attitudes towards religious freedom.

The question asked was:

Explain two benefits of living in a multi-faith society.

Answers to this question must discuss the benefits of being part of a society that contains many

faiths: these include personal benefits and benefits for the society.

Common errors that could not be credited included answers that referred to multi-ethnic

societies, including references to culture. Other incorrect answers referred to the problems

caused by multi-faith societies, and some vague answers that were not very clear about what

kind of society they were referring to.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two benefits are required, and both

need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra

information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a quote) or an example. The development must

link to the benefit given and to the question asked.
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The candidate gives one developed benefit.

• One benefit is that Christians can learn about different faiths (1) Developed by

• This means there will be less discrimination (1)

They do not give another benefit.

Candidates should ensure they read the secondary command word in each question.

This answer shows a response that does not divide the points into two, clear paragraphs.
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The candidate gives two developed benefits and gains 4 marks.

• Christians may benefit from learning and understanding the perception of others about

God (1) developed by

• They may be able to adapt and strengthen their relationship with God. (1)

• Christians may also be able to socialise and introduce others to Christianity (1)

developed by

• This may help Christians spread their religion. (1)

Candidates should try to avoid using overlapping material.
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Question 4(c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality

Bullet point 4.1 – Christian teaching on human rights.

The question asked was:

Explain two Christian beliefs about human rights.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Answers for this question had to refer to Christian teachings and beliefs about human rights. The

beliefs may be supportive of some human rights, eg free speech, freedom of religion, or less

supportive of them eg the right to have a family. Answers may point out the Christians reasons

for supporting them eg human dignity.

Common errors included a lack of understanding about human rights and mis-using quotes to

squeeze them into an answer. Incorrect answers included everyone is made equally/we are the

same in the eyes of God – these were too inaccurate to credit.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two beliefs are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom (a quotes/paraphrase) or an example. The development must

link to the belief given and to the question asked. The beliefs should be supported with a

‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support the belief given and cannot be awarded

twice. Therefore, if it is used as development, it does not gain a second mark as the source.
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The candidate gives one developed teaching. The belief about human rights is given after

the development.

• Development: All humans are born with equal value and equal dignity (1) Belief is then

given:

• Human rights are necessary to maintain equality (1)

The candidate does not give another belief.

Candidates do not have to reference where a quote comes from.

This response shows that an answer that is divided into two paragraphs, is easy to read and thus

to give marks.
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The candidate gives two developed beliefs and makes use of a source. They gain maximum

marks: 5 marks.

• One Christian belief about human rights is that the right to religious freedom is crucial.

(1)

• Use of source The Catechism …teaches ‘the right to religious liberty is the natural right of

humans’ (1) Developed by

• This emphasises how all humans should have the opportunity to practice religion freely.

(1)

• Another Christian belief about human rights is that they should be respected (1)

Developed by

• They follow the teachings from God such as the right to life. (1)

There is further reasoning but this is not required because maximum marks have been

gained.

Candidates should not write 'a source of wisdom for this is' or worse, SOWA.
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Question 4(d)

Bullet point 4.2 – Christian attitude towards equality.

The question asked:

“There will always be poverty in the world.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

• refer to Christian teachings

• reach a justified conclusion.

Answers to this question should refer to Christian beliefs and teachings about whether poverty is

a part of life that can never be overcome, or whether there are ways, for example, social justice,

that could overcome poverty.

Common incorrect answers did not give an alternative view, dwelt on charity, or evil, rather than

linking these ideas to the question.

Please note that there are no bullet points in the question requiring candidates to refer to ethical

or non-religious points of view. If they did, then this part of the answer was ignored.

Candidates who did well were able to expand answers with evaluation. (d) questions are good

discriminators of achievement in Religious Studies.

Teachers who are not familiar with the levels-based mark scheme for (d) questions should access

the training materials on the Edexcel website.
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This response reaches Level 2, 5 marks, which is the middle mark in Level 2.

The answer gives sufficient accurate information to reach Level 2 at the middle of the range

of marks because some of the demands of the level descriptors are met.

The answer gives:

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments to discuss different

points of view.

It needed more simple judgements which had some links to the analysis to get a higher

Level 2.

Candidates should be familiar with the requirements in the levels-based mark scheme.
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This response reaches Level 3, 9 marks, which is the highest mark in Level 3 because it gives

sufficient accurate information. It meets the demands of the level descriptors.

It gives:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning to discuss different

points of view, underpinned by a sound understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the analysis, leading to a

partially justified conclusion.

To get higher marks it needed to support judgements by the appraisal of arguments, leading

to a justified conclusion that is consistent with the analysis.

Candidates should learn the whole of the specification, so there are no gaps in their

knowledge.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Answer (a) items in outlines – this means they should write in full sentences

• Provide three sentences for (a) items; each should be on a separate line

• (b) items should have two developed reasons (not more than two)

• Development may be 1) examples 2) quotes 3) extra relevant material

• Development must link to the reason given and the question set

• (c) items are similar to (b) items but use a source/quotation as a fifth element

• A source of wisdom may be a paraphrase but should be identifiable

• The source of wisdom must be linked to the reason given

• Candidates should be familiar with the (d) items levels-based mark scheme

• (d) item responses must show AO2 skills

• (d) items must show an appraisal of the argument not simply rely on a set format

• Levels descriptors will be used to mark (d) items
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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