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Introduction

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies 2024

Religious Studies B - Beliefs in Action

Paper 3: Area of Study 3 - Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice
Option 3B - Christianity

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall GCSE award. The paper includes four questions,
each covers a section within the specification, candidates are expected to answer all four
questions, there is no element of choice on the paper. The details of the assessment content
are provided in the specification. Centres are expected to use the Edexcel specification rather
than other published resources when planning and teaching the course content.
Examination questions are set using the specification.

This paper allows an in-depth study of Christianity as a lived religion within the United
Kingdom, its beliefs and teachings on life. Specifically, it allows the study of Philosophy and
Social Justice. These are issues that are part of the study at A level: as such, this paper not
only engages the interest of young people, it is excellent preparation for higher level studies
in Religious Studies.

Note:
AO — Assessment Objective(s)

SPaG — Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. Marks are available for SPaG on Questions 1(d)
and 3(d)
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs.

Bullet point 1.3 - The Incarnation .

The question asked was:

Outline three reasons why the Incarnation is important for Christians today .

The candidates needed to provide reasons about the Incarnation and its significance today.
There was a wide range of possible answers.

This question was accessible: it allowed candidates to show their understanding of the
Incarnation and what it means for Christians. Most candidates were able to refer to the
divinity of Jesus.

Weaker candidates did not know what the Incarnation was or why it is important. Some
candidates gave answers about the life of Jesus rather than the Incarnation and gained
no/lower marks.

It is important that candidates are familiar with all the specialist terminology used in the
specification, so they understand the questions asked.

Examiners give one mark for each accurate reason identified and written in a sentence.
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1 (a) Outline three reasons why the Incarnation is important for Christians today.
(3)
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate receives 0 marks. This candidate guesses answers
incorrectly and refers to general information about Jesus. They may
not know what the Incarnation means because they seem to confuse it
with reincarnation. Total: 0 marks

Q‘) ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Candidates should read the questions carefully: this will ensure they
give the information the mark scheme requires.
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This candidate writes two accurate sentences outlining the importance of the Incarnation.

They receive one mark for each outline.

1 (a) Outline three reasons why the Incarnation is important for Christians today.
(3)
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The first outline given is not clearly about the Incarnation: it seems to
be about the crucifixion.

¢ |t helps Christians to build a closer relationship with God (1)
¢ |t strengthens one’s faith in God to be able to see God in the flesh (1)

Total: 2 marks
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5\ ResultsPlus
\_/' Examiner Tip
Teachers should refer to the specification for possible questions.
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.7 - The problem of evil/suffering and a loving and righteous God.
The question asked was:

Explain two Christians beliefs about the nature of natural suffering.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two beliefs are required, and
both need to be developed to be given the maximum 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a
guote, or examples. The development must be linked to the beliefs given and to the question
asked.

This question elicited good answers about the nature of natural suffering - what it was. Most
candidates knew how to describe it. However, some described examples and some explained
moral suffering and gained much lower marks.

(b) Explain two Christian beliefs about the nature of natural suffering.

A
ot

N / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

The candidate only gives one belief: they do not try to develop this.
e One belief is that it is all part of God's plan (1)

Total: 1 mark

ResultsPlus
‘\

Examiner Tip
Teachers should refer to the specification for possible questions and
key terminology.
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This response gains 4 marks. It shows that candidates should write in two separate
paragraphs. However, the candidate writes too much.
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" / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed beliefs.

e One Christian belief about the nature of natural suffering is that
God has no control over it (1)

e Developed by: He created the world initially and left it to evolve —
shows natural suffering is a normal part of life (1)

The extra written material is not needed.

e It may be a sign from God (1)
e Developed by: Wanting his people to get closer to him (1)

The extra written material is not needed.

Total: 4 marks

v ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip
Candidates should learn to write one sentence for each mark.
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.6 - Christian eschatology.

The question asked was:

Explain two Christian beliefs about life after death shown in the Bible.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two beliefs were required, and
both were needed to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
guote) or an example. The development must relate both to the belief given and to the
question asked.

If the development is not about the question, even if it relates to the reason given, it will gain
no marks. Frequently candidates write ‘and this is in the Bible and the Bible is the word of
God', this (usually) does not answer the question and therefore gets no marks.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdonm’, this must
support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development, it does not gain a second mark as the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

e The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

e [fthe candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John - then this
can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book.

o [fthe candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase can
have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

e [fa candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to
them, it is not awarded.
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The candidate is able to give accurate beliefs and develop them.

(c) Explain two Christian beliefs about life after death shown in the Bible.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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\'/ / ResultsPlus
/--.'; Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons but does not use a source.

e One Christian belief about life after death is that after we die, we
will go to heaven or hell (1)

e Developed by the use of a paraphrase: If you believe in God all your
sins will be forgiven and you'll go to heaven (1)

If this source had led to more development it would have been
credited as a source (paraphrase).

e Another Christian belief is that Jesus dies for humans so their sins
can be forgiven and go to heaven (1)
e Developed by: This tells us that God is merciful (1)

Total: 4 marks

U\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates must learn sources of wisdom and be able to use them
accurately and in context.

(c) items are point marked

(c) items can receive 5 marks: 2 for belief, 2 for the development of each belief and 1 for an
accurate source that relates to the belief given.
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(c) Explain two Christian beliefs about life after death shown in the Bible.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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" / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed beliefs using a source.

e Christians believe there will be a day of judgement (1)

e Developed by: God judges people's souls (1)

e Christians also believe that if they go to heaven, they will lead an
eternal life with God (1)

Then a source is used:

e Whoever believe in me shall not perish but have eternal life (1)
e Developed by: Therefore, God has a rich reward for those who are
devout (1)

Total: 5 marks

v ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip

A (c) question has 5 marks and can be answered in 5 sentences.
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Question 1 (d)
The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items.

The candidates are being assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and
belief, including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs
Bullet point 1.1 - The Trinity

The question asked was:

“The oneness of God is the most important Christian belief.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against .
In your response you must:

e refer to Christian teachings
e reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question are candidates required to
give a non-religious response. Candidates who gave a non-religious view had this part of the
answer ignored.

Better candidates recognised that this was a statement that should have led to a discussion
of Trinity or the monotheistic element of Christianity.

Weaker candidates who focussed on the Trinity made heretical statements and had difficulty
gaining marks.

This year there was a new mark scheme for (d) questions. Teachers who are not familiar with
it should access the training materials on the Edexcel website.

(d) items are levels marked: they are not point marked.
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In this question, 3 of the marks awarded will be for your spelling,
punctuation and grammar and your use of specialist terminology.

*(d) “The oneness of God Is the most important Christian belief”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
« refer to Christian teachings

+ reach a justified conclusion.
(15)
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Y { Result<Plus
L Examiner Comments

The candidate's response reaches Level 1, 1 mark, which is the lowest
mark in this level because:

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 1
however not all the demands of the level descriptor are met.

The answer gave:

A superficial analysis of the statement — much of the information
given does not answer the question.

It needed to show understanding of religion and belief to get a higher
level.

SPaG was given 2 marks, because it met intermediate level descriptors:

e Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy.
e Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of meaning
overall.

Please note handwriting is not part of the SPaG mark.
Level 1

Question: 1 mark

SPaG: 2 marks

Total: 3 marks

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
In (d) questions the statement asks candidates to consider the
arguments for and against and reach a justified conclusion - there
must some consideration of the validity of the arguments
used/appraisal to gain the higher grades.
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The candidate reaches Level 3, 9 marks, which is the highest mark in Level 3 because:

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to reach Level 3 at the top of the range of
marks because it met the demands of the level descriptor.
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o In this question, 3 of the marks awarded will be for your spelling,
punctuation and grammar and your use of specialist terminology.

*(d) “The oneness of God is the most important Christian belief.
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
- refer to Christian teachings
+ reach ajustified conclusion.

(15).

““““*“Lr i r
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M,

\'/ / ResultsPlus
/--.'; Examiner Comments

The response reaches Level 3 because it gives:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a sound
understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

To get higher marks it needed to support judgements by the appraisal
of arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with
the analysis

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because:

e They spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy.
e They use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.
e They use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.

Level 3
Question: 9 marks
SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 12 marks

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates should ensure they take opportunities to assess and
analyse the validity of the evidence used in their arguments.
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion
Bullet point 2.4 - Christian attitudes towards religious experiences.
The question asked was:

Outline three features of a Christian religious experience.

The features could include anything that defines a religious experience. There was a wide
range of correct answers. However, many candidates described examples, and these were
not correct features.

(a) items are point marked - Outline requires three outlined features.

23 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 3B



2 (a) Outline three features of a Christian religious experience.
(3)
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments
This candidate receives 2 marks for two accurate features.

The first line is a description, it is not a feature.

e |t could show God or an angel speaking (1)
e |t could be used to show...how to understand God (1)

It does not make any difference whether a candidate uses bullet points
or not.

Total: 2 marks

W4\ ResultsPlus
&L

| Examiner Tip
Candidates should record each sentence separately.

This helps them know that they have written three outlines.
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(a) items are point marked - Outline requires three outlined beliefs in sentences.

Question 2: Philosophy of Religion

2 (a) Outline three features of a Christian religious experience.
(3)

B L

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate writes two sentences, each outlining one belief.

e |tis unexplainable (1)
e |tinvolves a higher power (1)

Total: 2 marks

- lf" ResultsPlus
\-/

) Examiner Tip

An outline must be more than one word, or item of knowledge.
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion

Bullet point 2.3 - Miracles as proof of the existence of God

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why most Christians believe miracles are important.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

In this question, most candidates were able to show knowledge of why miracles are
important, recognising that they are proof of the existence of God.

However, some candidates did not recognise the vocabulary used and, as such, gained fewer
marks. Candidates should be familiar with the terminology used in the specification because
these words will be used in examination questions. There were also several candidates who
simply described miracles: these were not credited.

(b) items are point marked. Two developed reasons are required.
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(b) Explain two reasons why-most.Christians believe'miraclés are important.
(4)
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for reasons and 2 for the
development of each reason.

e One reason is that it proves the existence of God (1)
o Developed by: Shows he is omnipotent as he has the power to do

anything (1)
The rest of this paragraph is repetition.

e |t shows that God is all-loving (1)
e Developed by: He performs miracles to help people (1)

The rest of this paragraph is not needed. This candidate writes too
much.

Total: 4 marks
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™ \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
It helps to write answers that divide into two paragraphs, each
containing a reason and a development.

(b) Explain two reasons why most Christians believe miracles are important.
(4)
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?‘( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Miracles are a religious experience that shows God’s power (1)
Developed by: Bring the Christian closer to God (1)

A second reason is miracles show God's presence (1)
Developed by: As God is there for you (1)

Total: 4 marks

/w«i
< \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
A source can be accepted as the development of a reason.
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on the Philosophy of Religion

Bullet point 2.6 - Design Argument.

The question asked was:

Explain two things the design argument shows Christians about the nature of God.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two things are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. They must also correctly use a source of
wisdom in their answer which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the thing given in
the answer. This is the 5th mark.

In this question, most candidates were able to explain what the design argument shows
about the nature of God - they realised that this required a description of God’s
characteristics shown by the design argument as responses. Lower marks were given to
candidates who simply described the design argument.

(c) items are point marked.
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(c) Explain two things the design argument shows Christians about the nature
of God.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one thing the design argument shows about the
nature of God.

They do not develop this using the design argument - they refer to the
biblical creation, which is not relevant to the question.

e One thing it shows is that God is all-powerful (1)

Total: 1 mark

(M4 ResultsPlus

\_} Examiner Tip

Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the
specification in order to achieve higher grades.
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(c) items are point marked.

(c) items provide marks for five points: 2 for things shown, 2 for the development of each
thing shown, and 1 for an accurate source that relates to the thing shown.

(c) Explain two things the design argument shows Christians about the nature
of God.

In your.answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This candidate receives full marks.
¢ One thing the design argument shows is that God is omnipotent (1)
There is then a source paraphrased:

e Through Williams Paley’s theory about the watch the way it was
made, and its location has a ...purpose (1)

e Developed by: To make the world so detailed and intricate and it
had to be God (1)

e Another thing it shows is that God is omnibenevolent (1)

e Developed by: Perfect way for humanity to live (1)

Total: 5 marks

I\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

The source must be relevant and used as part of the candidate's
reasoning.
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Question 2 (d)

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the (d) items. As explained in the specification this
means:

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.
AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark on the paper.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of
the arguments used/appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced
excellent answers giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the
argument. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting
student’s progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme and marks are given using ‘best fit’
according to the levels descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion
Bullet point 2.2 - Visions as proof of the existence of God

The question asked was: “Visions prove God exists.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:

e refer to Christian teachings
e refer to non-religious point of view
e reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that candidates were not required to give ethical views. If they referred to ethical
viewpoints, this part of their answer was ignored.

Candidates who received high marks recognised that this was about the evidence for the
existence of God provided by visions. They were able to expand answers with biblical
teachings, examples and quotations and then assess the value of their arguments.

The candidate's response reaches Level 2, 6 marks, which is the highest mark in Level 2
because:

The answer met all of the demands of the level descriptor.

If teachers are unaware of the changes to the (d) levels mark scheme, they should look at the
resources available on the Edexcel website.
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Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must: .
« refer to Christian texhlngs Ton ﬂ‘h‘lﬂm.
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+ reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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The answer gives:

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by limited
understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to simple judgements which have some links to the analysis,
leading to a conclusion with limited justification.

To reach Level 3 the candidate needed to provide:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a sound
understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

Level 2

Total: 6 marks

ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
There are many different ways to answer (d) items and gain marks: a
template will not assure good marks.
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This response reaches Level 3, 9 marks, which is the highest mark in Level 3 because the
answer has met all the demands of the level descriptor.

(d) "Visions prove God exists.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:
+ refer to Christian teachings

»  refer to non-religious points of view
reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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The response reaches Level 3 because it gives:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a sound
understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

To get Level 4 it needed to give:

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
thorough understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with the
analysis.

Level 3

Total: 9 marks

U4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Analysis of the reasons in their answer looks at their strengths and
weakness and gives reasons for them.
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life
Bullet point 3.2 - The role of sacraments in Christian life.

The question asked was:

Outline three features of the sacrament of the Eucharist.

Most candidates recognised that this was about the features of the celebration of the
sacrament. They were able to outline three things that took place during the sacrament.

However, some candidates did not know what the Eucharist was, and these gained no marks.
Some candidates did not focus on what happens during the sacrament and these gained
lower marks.

(a) items are point marked - there are 3 marks available.
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3 h{ Outline three features of the sacrament of the Eucharist.
(3)
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This candidate receives 0 marks because they clearly do not recognise
what the Eucharist is. They confuse it with Muslim practice and the
sacrament of Baptism.

It is important that candidates are familiar with the specialist words
used in the specification.

Total: 0 marks

A\ ResultsPhus
<D

| Examiner Tip
Each reason needs to be given to be in its own standalone sentence,

otherwise it is not an outline. Sentences do not need to be more than
one line.
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(a) items are point marked.

3 (a) Outline three features of the sacrament of the Eucharist.

%ﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response receives 3 marks. Each mark is given for a feature of the
sacrament of the Eucharist, outlined in a sentence.

e One feature of the sacrament of the Eucharist is the breaking of
bread (1)

e Another feature of the sacrament of the Eucharist is eating the
bread (1)

e Another feature of the sacrament of the Eucharist is the drinking of
the blood (1)

Total: 3 marks

These are three sentences: three outlines.

< ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip

Three separate sentences, each one in a new line, is a good idea!
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life

Bullet point 3.7 - The role and importance of the local church in the local community.
The question asked was:

Explain two reasons the local church helps the individual believer.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both must be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
quote) or an example. The development must link to the reason given and to the question
asked.

In this question, candidates were asked to show knowledge and understanding regarding
how the local parish helps an individual believer. Most candidates were able to give valid
answers linked to support, and growth in faith. Some candidates gained lower marks if they
discussed the worldwide Church or why the local church helps the community.
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(b) items are point marked - two developed reasons are required to receive maximum marks.

(b) Explain two reasons the local church helps the individual believer.

(4)
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 marks for reasons and 2
marks for the development of each reason.

This candidate gives one developed reason.

e Firstly, local churches help the individual believer as they believe it is
their duty to do so (1)
e Developed by: The Bible promotes Christians to help others (1)

Total: 2 marks

< ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip

Examples linked to the reason given are a good form of development.
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(b) items are point marked - Two developed reasons are required.

(b) Explain two reasons the local church helps the individual believer.
' (4)

One. 12AsgN, AL F9LAL CNMIEN RISt A NATNIA MO VRN LAY
DRLAUSL. OO0 NAY OEKLA. S £0. Ne10.ONR OABAVRY. SO xRN .

CUICIAL. QLS K. mwuu Ot tndiuidual we1eNISko EoOW
WOk (S £ AW g e N\ pilble .

mm____im_t_n..m..mQ..,I_mx...xs....m&.n,usa...mw‘_mm.1_!;..m.':...mt.*;amgm.i._..........
Ond eAUCLe rnem A SUILHILG NY SO XARY 0XR B1aLR xR O QXL
AU BRI L L LR ATECL © (e e —

N\

\( (: ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 marks for reasons and 2
marks for the development of each reason.

Examiners must mark what the candidate writes rather than what they
might mean.

e One reason the local church helps the individual believer is because
God asked us to help one another (1)

e Developed by: Aims to support the individual (1)

e Another reason is that it brings more believers (1)

e Developed by: They support the individual and educate them (1)

Total: 4 marks

T\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Writing reasons in separate paragraphs, one for each reason helps
candidates gain maximum marks.
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Question 3 (¢)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life
Bullet point 3.1 - Christian worship

The question asked was:

Explain two different attitudes to the use of liturgical worship.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two different attitudes are
required, and both need to be developed for 4 marks. The different attitudes then should be
supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support the attitude given and
cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if the source is used as development, it does not gain a
second mark for the source at the same time.

In this question, candidates were able to show knowledge and understanding about two
different attitudes to the use of liturgical worship. There were many correct answers, these
usually provided a reason why it was favoured and why it was not.

Answers that gained lower marks either only gave one attitude or did not recognise the term
liturgical worship - this is a specification term and should be learnt by candidates.

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for different attitudes, 2 for the development of
each attitude and 1 for an accurate source that relates to the attitude given.
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(c) Explain two different attitudes towards the use of liturgical worship.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed attitudes but does not use a source
as part of their reasoning.

e Liturgical worship helps Christians understand God’s intentions by
having a set way of worship (1)

e Developed by: They can strengthen their belief in God (1)

e Other Christians may prefer non-liturgical worship (1)

e Developed by: Freely express their love and faith in God (1)

Total: 4 marks

<, ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip

Sources can be paraphrased; however, they must be recognisable.
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Question 3 (d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life

Bullet point 3.8 - The role and importance of the Church in the worldwide community.
The question asked:

“Charity work is essential in Christian life today.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

e refer to Christian teachings
e reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor in the question, are candidates required to
give a non-religious response. Any non-religious material within an answer was ignored.

Candidates who received high marks knew about the different views concerning the use of
charity and involvement in charity. They were able to expand answers with examples of
charitable organisations. Candidates who were less successful tended to give descriptive
rather than analytical answers.

The candidate reaches Level 2, 5 marks, which is the middle mark in Level 2 because:

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 2 at the middle of the
range of marks because most of the demands of the level descriptor were met.
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*(d) “Charity work is essential in Christian life today.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
« refer to Christian teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.
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The candidate reaches Level 2, 5 marks, and then receives 2 marks for
SPaG.

The candidate gives:

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by limited
understanding of religion and belief.

To achieve the top of this level they would need to give an answer that
led to simple judgements which have some links to the analysis,
leading to a conclusion with limited justification.

SPaG is given 2 marks, in this example, because:

e They spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy.
e They use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall.
e They use a good range of specialist terms as appropriate.

Level 2
Question: 5 marks
SPaG: 2 marks

Total: 7 marks

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates may write on the exam paper and cross out the elements

required. This may help them plan and ensure they meet all the
requirements of the question.
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This response reaches Level 3, 9 marks, which is the highest mark in Level 3 because the
answer met all the demands of the level descriptor.

*(d) “Charity work is essential in Christian life today" ol edhan
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
« refer to Christian teachings

« reach a justified conclusion.
~ {15)
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The response gives:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a sound
understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

To get higher marks it needed to support judgements by giving more
appraisal of arguments.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because:

e They spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy.

e They use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.
e They use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.

ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates can extend their chain of reasoning by using development
such as examples, sources and explanations.
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Question 4 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality
Bullet point 4.7 - Christian attitudes to social justice.
The question asked was:

Outline three Christian teachings about social justice.

The candidates needed to provide teachings about social justice, which is straight from bullet
4.7 in the specification. As such, candidates should have been familiar with the concept of
social justice.

Whilst there were many good answers that discussed working towards reducing inequality,
many candidates gave inaccurate and vague answers. Many of these were based on the idea
that everyone is equal, which, sadly, is not true in today’s world and is why social justice is
required.
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(a) items are point marked.

4 (a) Outline three Christian teachings about social justice.
(3)
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Examiner Comments
The candidate clearly does not understand what social justice is.

Social justice is a whole bullet point in the specification and teachers
should give lesson time to look at the uneven distribution of wealth
and opportunity in the UK and in the world.

Total: 0 marks

AT
-__/ |

- V : ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip
The specification should be used to produce schemes of work.
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This candidate writes three accurate outlines.

4 (a) Outline three Christian teachings about social justice.
(3)
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The candidate receives three marks: one mark for each Christian
teaching about social justice outlined in a sentence.

They begin with an incorrect sentence.
e Christians believe they should speak out against social justice (1)

The candidate clearly meant injustice - however, the examiner must
mark what the candidate writes.

e They should do everything they can to ensure equality (1)
e Church leaders also have speeches which teach Christians to be just

(1)

e Churches hold days of prayer for social justice (1)

Total: 3 marks

\

| Examiner Tip

Candidates should provide three full sentences to answer an (a) item.
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality

Bullet point 4.1 - Christian teaching on human rights

The question asked was:

Explain two Christian responses to non-religious arguments about human rights.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two responses are required,
and both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom
(a quote) or an example. The development must link to the response given and to the
question asked.

In this question, candidates were able to explain what Christians might teach about human
rights. A few candidates described a non-religious view and these candidates gained no
marks because the question asked what the Christian response is.
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(b) items are point marked - two developed responses are required to gain 4 marks.

(b) Explain two Christian responses to non-religious arguments about
human rights.

g Joaty, o SAMTEGAN LMD 5. Y804 U 0. = LRGN0, T

(4)

xwﬂl%ubig@&wgwm%

-

bcﬂmwe;?aam

AL UL A0 ORI L 102 AT, ALLANTINRL M 1, ORRIVE ...

. 720 s o 4 Lo (o O

AN

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

entitles humans to.

Total: 0 marks

The candidate clearly does not understand what human rights are.

They discuss equality in general and do not link to the rights this

-

Qj ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

each question. In this case it is responses.

Candidates should ensure they read the secondary command word in
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The candidate gives two developed reasons. This answer shows that candidates do not need
to write very much to receive maximum marks.

(b) Explain two Christian responses to non-religious arguments about
human rights.

(4)
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons, each is in its own
paragraph.

e One Christian response ...is everybody should have human rights (1)
e Developed by: Everyone is equal (1)

e Nobody is allowed to decide who has human rights (1)

e Developed by: The only person that can judge is God (1)

Total: 4 marks

- V j ResultsPlus
\_/

) Examiner Tip
Candidates should try to vary their answers as much as possible to
avoid overlapping material.
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Question 4 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality

Bullet point 4.8 - Christian attitudes toward wealth and poverty.

The question asked was:

Explain two Christian teachings about the causes of poverty in the world.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two teachings are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a quote/paraphrase) or an example. The
development must link to the teaching given and to the question asked. Teachings do not
need to be scriptural; they can be anything Christians are officially taught.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdon’, this must
support the teaching given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development, it does not gain a second mark as the source

Most candidates were able to explain two Christian teachings about the causes of poverty:
the majority was also able to use a source of wisdom as part of their reasons. A few
candidates discussed Christian responses to poverty, and these answers were not credited.

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for teachings, 2 for the development of each
teaching and 1 for an accurate source that relates to the teaching given.
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(c) Explain two Christian teachings about the causes of poverty in the world.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one developed teaching, and they use a source of
authority.

e One Christian teaching about poverty in the world is greed (1)
e Developed by: Showing it is not helping the world (1)

A source is used:
e Love thy neighbour (1)
The candidate does not give another teaching.

Total: 3 marks

A ResultsPlus
\/

) Examiner Tip

Candidates do not have to reference where a quote comes from. In
fact, if they get it wrong, then they cannot receive a mark for the quote.
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(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for teachings, 2 for the development of each
teaching and 1 for an accurate source that relates to the teaching given.

This response shows an answer that is divided into two paragraphs - this is easier to read
and assign marks.
/" Uf'(.UQ' o
(c) Explain two Christian teachings about the causes of poverty in th wc'rld.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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The candidate gives two developed reasons and makes use of a
source. They gain maximum marks.

e One teaching is that poverty is caused by greed in society (1)
Use of source:

e Money is the root of all suffering (1)

e Developed by: A person my perform unlawful things which would
end up in poverty (1)

e Another teaching is that wars cause poverty (1)

e Developed by: As wars displace people and take a loss in jobs (1)

Total: 5 marks

A ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip
Candidates should not write 'a source of wisdom for this is' or worse,
SOWA. This means the source is not being used as part of the
reasoning in the question.
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Question 4 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,
including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of the
arguments used/appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent
answers giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument.
Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting student’s
progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the
levels descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality

Bullet point 4.2 - Christian attitude towards equality.

The question asked was:

“ Christians must work to end inequality."

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:

e refer to Christian teachings
e reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that there are no bullet points in the question requiring candidates to refer to
ethical or non-religious points of view. If candidates did so, this part of the answer was
ignored.

Candidates who answered well were able to expand answers with evaluation. (d) questions
are good discriminators of achievement in Religious Studies.

(d) items are levels marked, they are not point marked.

This year there was a new mark scheme for (d) questions. Teachers who are not familiar with
it should access the training materials on the Edexcel website.
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(d) “Christians must work to end inequality.”’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
refer to Christian teachings

+ reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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The response reaches Level 2, 5 marks, which is the middle mark in
Level 2.

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 2
at the middle of the range of marks because some of the demands of
the level descriptor are met.

The answer gives:

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments
to discuss different points of view.

It needed more simple judgements which had some links to the
analysis to reach a higher Level 2.

Level 2

Total: 5 marks

ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip
Candidates should be familiar with the requirements in the levels mark
scheme.
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The response reaches Level 4, 10 marks, which is the lowest mark in Level 4 because the
answer meets some of the demands of the level descriptor but not all of them.

(d) “Christians must work to end inequality.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
+ refer to Christian teachings

+ reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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The response reaches Level 4 because it gives:

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
thorough understanding of religion and belief.

To get higher marks it needed to give arguments with reasoned
judgements supported by the appraisal of arguments, leading to a
justified conclusion that is consistent with the analysis.

Level 4

Total: 10 marks

ResultsPlus
iy

Examiner Tip
Candidates should be encouraged to learn the whole of the
specification, so there are no gaps in their knowledge.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e Answer (a) items in outlines - this means they should write in full sentences

e Provide 3 sentences for (a) items, each should be on a separate line

e (b) items should have 2 developed reasons (not more than 2)

e Development may be 1) examples 2) quotes 3) extra relevant material

e Development must link to the reason given and the question set

e (c) items are similar to (b) items but use a source/ quotation as a fifth element

e A source of wisdom may be a paraphrase but should be identifiable

e The source of wisdom must be linked to the reason given

e (d)items have a new mark scheme this year candidates should be familiar with it
e (d)item responses must show AO2 skills

¢ (d) items must show an appraisal of the argument not simply rely on a set format
e Levels descriptors must be used to mark (d) items
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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