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Introduction

The paper contributes to 50% of the overall award.

The assessment consists of four questions and candidates must answer all questions. The
details of the assessment content are provided in the specification.

This area of study comprises a study in-depth of Judaism as a lived religion in the United
Kingdom and throughout the world.

There are four sections:

Jewish Beliefs
Crime and Punishment
Living the Jewish Life
Peace and Conflict

Candidates had studied Judaism within the context of the wider British society.
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Question 1 (a)

Most candidates were able to answer this and gave a wide variety of answers. Although the
question comes from the bullet point about the Covenant with Moses, where candidates
wrote about the Almighty helping the Israelites escape from Egypt, these responses were
accepted, as the question did not specify the Covenant.

Where candidates did not get the marks, it was usually because they had confused Moses
with Abraham.

This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

He would provide his people with the Promised Land (1)

He promised to save them from slavery (1)

He promised to give them laws (1)

This candidate has made it clear to the examiner by writing three
separate points on three separate lines.
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This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

Moses and his people to the Promised Land (1)

To free the Hebrews from slavery (1)

To teach Moses' people how to live (1)

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can
reach a maximum of one mark.
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates who were able to link this to the Messianic Age were able to get more marks.
Some candidates wrote one developed teaching about resurrection and then repeated it.

This candidate was awarded 4 marks.

It will occur at the arrival of the Messiah (1) they will be risen by the
Almighty to face judgement (1)

They will be risen on the Last Day (1) so God will reward the good (1)

Candidates should be familiar with all parts of the specification.
Centres are advised to refer to the specification, SAMS materials and
online support given by the senior examination team.
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This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One Jewish teaching about resurrection is that the Messiah will come
(1)

The rest of that paragraph is about the Messiah rather than
resurrection so it does not get the second mark.

God will judge them on how they lived their lives on earth (1) This
means there is life after death (1)
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required for
this question, and both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece
of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom a quote or examples. The
development must be of the reason given and to the question asked. The reasons then
should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support the reason
given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development, it does not gain a
second mark for the source.

Many candidates answered this well and some drew on different areas of the specification.
Some candidates got 2 marks for linking this with the Covenant with Abraham but could not
add a second reason.
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This candidate was awarded 4 marks.

It is a Jewish homeland (1) where Jews can come together and
celebrate their faith (1)

God said to Moses that he would reach the Promised Land (1)
Therefore God described it as a sacred place (1)

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for
word.
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This candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Jews believe the Messiah will lead them to the Promised Land (1) as he
is the anointed one. This gives faith that is will be something good. (1)

God wanted Moses to lead his people there (1) this means it is a gift
from God (1)

Encourage candidates to separate the points they make into two to
make it clearer to the examiner.
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are
assessed on AO2, Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of
the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the arguments
(appraise, judge the value of, the arguments to reach the higher levels).

Candidates generally showed good knowledge and understanding of the nature and
characteristics of the Almighty. They were able to write paragraphs about his nature as Judge,
his nature as Law-Giver, as One and so on. This allowed candidates to get into level 2. Those
who then addressed the question as to what the main quality was, and who gave religious
reasoning for their viewpoint, were able to get to level 3 and level 4.

This candidate was awarded level 3, 7 marks plus 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and
grammar.
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This candidate has attempted to answer the question from the first
sentence onwards. They have linked the quality of Judge with the
giving of the mitzvot, and with the Almighty's nature of benevolence
and mercifulness. The candidate has written that these laws are more
important than societal laws. They have then written about the
Almighty's quality as Creator, but have not said why this is more or less
important. The candidate then links the quality of Judge with Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, although without saying why this makes it
his main quality. What gets the candidate clearly into level 3 is the
conclusion, where they have written that it is the strongest argument
as it not only affects Jews now, but also in the afterlife. This is justified
reasoning.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and
grammar.

Writing frames and structures can help weaker candidates but they can
also hinder those who have a good knowledge and understanding.
Encourage candidates to answer the question, and use their
knowledge and understanding to back up their points.
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This candidate was awarded level 3, 7 marks.
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This candidate has shown a coherent chain of reasoning from the start
of their answer, based on the Almighty's judgement. The candidate
compares this to the quality of Oneness, and this is also written well,
although they have not adequately expressed why this would be more
important than his quality as Judge. The conclusion is quite weak.
Thus, although this is clearly in level 3, it stays at the bottom end.

The candidate is awarded 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and
grammar.
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Question 2 (a)

Most candidates answered this confidently and could write about Jewish beliefs about
punishment.

This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

It is needed to maintain a stable and safe society (1)

Those who break the mitzvot will be punished (1)

It should be proportional to the crime (1)

It helps if candidates have seen the specification and know the area
the question is asking about.
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This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One Jewish belief about punishment is deterrence (1)

Another Jewish belief is reformation (1)

A last Jewish belief is reconciliation (1)
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Question 2 (b)

There were lots of different answers to this question, from the fall of Adam and Eve, to the
story of Job. A number of candidates showed some excellent knowledge and understanding.
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This candidate was awarded 4 marks.

One Jewish belief about why people suffer is because it is retribution.
(1) This is because people don't all follow the mitzvot and God
punishes people for it (1)

It is not for us to know (1) We are not supposed to know God's reasons
why things happen (1)

Refer to the specification bullet point and cover all the different parts
of it. These bullet points are the basis of question setting.
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This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

God is testing people (1) to see if they break God's will and trust (1)

He is punishing people for their sins (1)
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Question 2 (c)

This question was not answered well by a number of candidates, who read the question to
mean how to deal with criminals, or how to prevent crimes. Where it was answered well,
candidates wrote about Jewish teachings on mercy and judgement, how punishments were
necessary for a stable society, what the Torah says about crime and the Decalogue.
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This candidate was awarded 5 marks.

Justice to be proportional (1) which comes from a teaching in the
Tenakh of 'an eye for an eye' (1) This suggests that crime should be
treated at the same level as the ones hurt by the criminal (1)

Another Jewish response is rehabilitation (1) as everyone should be
treated humanely (1)

The second point is in reverse – the teaching is that everyone should
be treated humanely, and this is developed by rehabilitation.
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Centres struggling to find sources of wisdom should refer to the
specification and/or previous mark schemes.
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This candidate was not awarded any marks for this answer.

This answer has been included in this report as it was typical of many
students who had not understood the question. The candidate is
answering about the causes of crime, and how to prevent it. Although
they have also said rehabilitation, this is not in relation to Jewish
teaching about the problem of crime and therefore it cannot get the
mark.
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Question 2 (d)

Some candidates wrote confidently about Jewish teachings on justice and forgiveness and
compared that with non-religious points of view. Where candidates did not do as well, it was
because they had not addressed the question about which one was more important and
why.

This candidate was awarded level 3, 7 marks.
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This is a powerful beginning, it is full of knowledge and understanding
and the candidate is clearly addressing the question. However, then
they say 'this is a weak argument because...' and add a point for the
other side, rather than saying what is weak about all the teachings
about forgiveness they had been writing about.

The non-religious arguments are excellent, but it is not until the
conclusion when the candidate actually gives a reason why justice is
more important than forgiveness. Thus, while the AO1 is really strong,
the AO2 is weak and it is given the bottom of level 3.

A question which asks why something is more important than
something else requires the candidate to explain clearly that. Giving
reasons why each is important is not evaluation.

This candidate was awarded level 3, 7 marks.
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This is another example of a candidate who is really knowledgeable
and who clearly understands the issues raised in the question.
However, there is very little evaluation here, it is mostly AO1. The
conclusion raises it to level 3, 7 marks.

Encourage candidates to write a plan for the extended writing.
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates answered this question confidently, most knew about the different blessings, the
Shabbat meal, synagogue services and rest.

This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The woman of the house cleaning before (1)

Not turning on any lights (1)

A celebratory meal (1)

The sentence underneath is ignored as it is incorrect but the maximum
marks have already been reached.

Write three separate sentences on three separate lines.
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This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One way Shabbat is celebrated is by not working (1)

Another way is by having big family meals (1)

A final way is by going to the synagogue (1)

35 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2F



Question 3 (b)

Candidates either answered this really well, using a variety of different features such as the
Creation story in Genesis, the Covenants, Psalms and the Nevi'im, or they confused the
written law with the oral law.

This candidate was awarded 4 marks.

One feature is the 613 mitzvot (1) this outlines all the rules and ways a
Jew should act (1)

Another feature is the many stories (1) for example the story of Job (1)

The (b) questions require two developed features (or beliefs, reasons,
attitudes or ways).
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This candidate is awarded 4 marks.

One feature is the Decalogue (1) given to Moses by God (1)

Another feature is the 613 mitzvot (1) which include the Kashrut laws
(1)
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Question 3 (c)

The candidates who answered this using two specific festivals gained marks more easily than
those who tried to answer in a generalised way. For example, some candidates wrote that
knowing Jewish history was important, and used Pesach as the example.
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This candidate was awarded 4 marks.

They symbolise an event in Jewish history (1) This allows Jews to feel a
deeper connection to their religion (1)

It allows for atonement (1) This allows Jews to have a fresh start and
remove sins through Yom Kippur (1)
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In questions about festivals, pilgrimage and rites of passage,
encourage candidates to use specific examples to make their points or
as development.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

Festivals are important as they are mitzvot (1) Celebrating festivals like
Rosh Hashanah brings them closer to God (1)

Festivals remind Jews of their history (1) for example Pesach (1)
reminding the Jews of their freedom from slavery in Egypt (1)
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The specification uses the term Almighty but candidates are not
penalised for writing other forms, such as God, or Hashem for
example.
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Question 3 (d)

Candidates were confident in their knowledge of worship in the home and worship in the
synagogue and could give reasons why Jewish people might prefer one over the other,
although these were often superficial arguments. There was often a lack of specific Jewish
teaching relating to worship.

This candidate was awarded level 3, 9 marks plus 3 marks spelling, punctuation and
grammar.
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This candidate has answered this question using knowledge and
understanding from many areas of the specification, and has written
coherent and logical chains of reasoning from the start. At the bottom
of the first page, they have clearly compared the ease of praying at
home with the difficulty of attending a synagogue every day.

The alternative view is particularly good and uses specific Jewish
teachings to underpin the points being made. This is really very good.

What stops this getting into level 4 is the conclusion, which repeats
points already made and stops this being a comprehensive appraisal
of evidence which is required for the top level.

Candidates should be reminded that the question gives all the
information to answer the question. Which viewpoints are needed and
if it is only Jewish teachings, it is directing them to the diversity in the
interpretation of scriptures.

This candidate is awarded level 2, 6 marks plus 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and
grammar.
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This candidate has given many reasons for worshipping in a
synagogue, and many reasons for worshipping at home, but has not
evaluated why one is better than the other, despite giving strengths
and weaknesses. The reasons given are mostly superficial, such as
worship at home promotes unity. This cannot get into level 3 as it has
not fully addressed the question.
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Question 4 (a)

Many candidates answered this with confidence and were awarded all the marks available.

This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One response is supporting charities and organisations that provide
relief (1)

A second is giving Tzedakah (1)

A third is by passive resistance (1)

Make sure candidates understand what a response is in the context of
the specification.
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This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

War is only allowed if they have been attacked first (1)

Holy wars are allowed to achieve a religious goal (1)

Conflict should never be allowed (1)
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Question 4 (b)

This question was beliefs about pacifism. Unfortunately, a number of candidates wrote that
Jews do not believe in pacifism, and then gave an answer about Just War and Holy War. These
answers were not credited. Where candidates answered well, they wrote about the Messianic
Age, about Psalm 34 and about the Decalogue.

This candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Pacifism is the best thing to do (1) as it is important to prevent conflict
(1)

Candidates should understand that if a question asks about Jewish
beliefs about a topic, they will not get marks for writing Jewish beliefs
about an opposing topic.
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This candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Many Jews respect pacifism due to Pikuach Nefesh (1) Since all life is
sacred, you should never end one (1)

Humans are made in God's image (1) Killing a human would be sinful
(1)
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Question 4 (c)

The were a number of candidates who did not understand what a weapon of mass
destruction was, and answered using Just War theory. The best answers used teachings
about the sanctity of life and stewardship.

This candidate was awarded 2 marks.

You should never use them as you are taking a life (1) this is because of
the sanctity of life (1)

The rest of this is inaccurate and no more marks are awarded.

Encourage candidates to use the wording of the question – for
example, one teaching about the use of weapons of mass destruction
would be the Decalogue. One of the commandments is thou shalt not
kill, and weapons of mass destruction kill indiscriminately. A second
teaching about weapons of mass destruction is...
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This candidate is awarded 5 marks.

It is bad as it causes death (1) God created humans in his image (1) and
we should follow the teaching of the sanctity of life (1)

It has a negative effect on God's world (1) God made us stewards (1)

Centres should unpick the bullet points with candidates to prepare
them for the questions that may be set. This wording is taken from the
specification.
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Question 4 (d)

Candidates were often confused between Holy War and Just War and this limited the marks
for some. There were some great answers with detailed knowledge from the Torah, but often
this was presented as AO1 rather than using it to evaluate.

This candidate was awarded level 3, 7 marks.
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This starts well, the candidate is clearly answering the question and is
using religious reasoning (ie the benevolence of the Almighty) to prove
their point. However, the non-religious argument and the Jewish
reasons against are just presented, and the conclusion does not take
into account the other arguments raised and so does not address the
question so this stays at the bottom of level 3.

Write a plan for extended writing, it helps to stay on track.

This candidate was awarded level 3, 8 marks.
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This candidate argues that of course there is such a thing as a Holy
War, it is there in the Torah which is the literal word of God, and then
acknowledges that for those who do not believe the Torah to be God's
word then this is less straightforward. They go on to argue that
obviously a humanist is not going to believe a war can be holy if they
do not believe in a God. The candidate then tries to argue that if a
humanist accepted belief in God then that God would be good, and
this is where it stops being a logical chain of reasoning. The candidate
pulls it back at the end, and it is a good response, but this candidate
would have benefitted from a plan.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper, write within the scannable pages
using the blank spaces provided.
When answering the (a) items use three separate, full sentences.
The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the
question and support the reason given.
The (d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. Higher marks are achieved
if the evidence/reasons given, is/are 'considered' or appraised for their value as an
argument as part of deciding the evaluation.
On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that will be credited in the answer.
Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked fully.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

64GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2F

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html


Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.


