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Introduction
Option 2F - Judaism

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall award. The paper includes four questions, each
of which covers a section of the specification. Candidates are expected to answer all four
qguestions: there is no element of choice on the paper.

The details of the assessment content are provided in the specification. Centres are expected
to use the Edexcel specification rather than other published resources, when planning and
teaching the course content. The examination is set from the specification.

This paper allows an in-depth study of Judaism as a lived religion within the United Kingdom,
and its beliefs and teachings on life, specifically about the issues of peace and conflict, and
crime and punishment.

This unit engages the interest of young people, because it addresses many Jewish beliefs and
teachings, in addition to some issues affecting young people today.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

e The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

e [fexaminers are unsure they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of the paraphrase and
‘Torah’ or ‘lewish teaching".

o [fthe candidate states that it is in Genesis 1:18 and then writes another verse from Genesis -
then this can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct
book.

o [fthe candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Genesis 1:18) in brackets, the paraphrase
can have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

Note: in some questions marks are given for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG)
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Question 1 (a)

This question was taken from specification point 1.7 and asked the candidates to outline
three ways the mitzvot are used by Jews.

This was understood by most candidates, who gave a wide variety of answers - from the very
specific, where they wrote about individual mitzvot, to more generic answers.

This candidate gains full marks for giving three correct ways the mitzvot are used by Jews.
This is quite a generic answer but it is correct.

Candidates should set out the points on separate lines.

1 (a) Outline three ways the mitzvot are used by Jews,

ﬂResu[ts?lus

Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for:

e they are used as laws (1)
e Jews use them to learn their religion (1)
e Jews use them as ways to live life (1)

Total: 3 Marks
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This is a more specific answer, using three areas of life.

1 (a) Outline three ways the mitzvot are used by Jews.
(3)

mw%mmt Rw's
LOANRrS. e

hC}_L,} ...... ﬁ—’V\)Q’!@ﬂup ........... 3 N

2 ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for:

e to know how to treat others (1)
e to help with the food laws (1)
e instructions on how to worship (1)

Total: 3 Marks

)
™ \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Candidates must write complete sentences
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Question 1 (b)

This question comes from specification point 1.2 and asks candidates to explain two ways
Shekhinah is seen as important for Orthodox Jews.

There were many good answers to this question, using specific examples from the authority
of the mitzvot as Shekhinah was present, to the presence within a minyan in the synagogue.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a
guotation or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the question
asked.

When asked a question such as this, encourage candidates to be specific, rather than
generic.

Answers that wrote solely about the divine presence on earth were unlikely to achieve more
than 2 marks, because candidates tended to repeat themselves, or say the same thing in
different words.

——
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Marks are awarded for:

e itis the divine presence of God (1)

¢ helps them to feel closer to God (1)

e Shekhinah was present at Mount Sinai (1)

e when God was giving Moses the 10 Commandments (1)

Total: 4 Marks

V \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Be specific in your answer
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Candidates often confuse Shekhinah with the Holy Spirit in Christianity and it is worth
pointing out the differences between the two concepts.

(b) Explain two ways Shekhinah is seen as important for Orthodox Jews.
(4)
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Marks are awarded for:

¢ Shekhinah guided Moses to the Promised Land (1)

The candidate then refers to the Holy Spirit, which is not credited.

e itis the majestic presence of God (1)
¢ which explains as he is undescribable (1)

Total: 3 Marks
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Question 1 (c)

Bullet point 1.2

The question asked was:

Explain two ways human life is seen as holy for Jews.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two ' on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons were required,
and both needed to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a
guotation, or examples. The development must relate to the reason given and to the
question asked.

The reasons should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom'. This must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does
not gain a second mark for the source.

(¢) Explain two reasons why human life is holy for Jews.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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Marks are awarded for:

One reason why it is seen as holy is because of the sanctity of life (1)
this means that all life is holy as is seen in the Torah (1)

God created life (1)

God is Holy therefore humanity is holy (1)

Total: 4 Marks
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Sources of wisdom do not need to be separate.

The way this response is written is good, because the source of wisdom becomes part of the
candidate's point.

The extra source at the bottom would not have been credited without further information as
to who they were writing about.

(c) Explain two reasons why human life is holy for Jews.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

_ (5)
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Marks are awarded for:

God created humans in his image (1, for the source of wisdom)
therefore they are special and holy (1)

set aside from God's other creations (1)

Jews are God's Chosen People (1)

this means they have a special purpose in life (1)

Total: 5 Marks
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Question 1 (d)
The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items.

The candidates are being assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and
belief, including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question is ' Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the validity of the
arguments used /appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent
answers giving reasons for and against, but did not evaluate the credibility of the argument.
Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, limiting candidates'
progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme.
Candidates were assessed on Section One: Jewish beliefs
Bullet point 1.3

Where candidates have used structures to answer (d) questions, they have often been limited
in the mark awarded, because they tend to write very knowledge-based answers rather than
appraising or evaluating.
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*(d) “The Messianic Age is what all Jews should be working towards"
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
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The candidate makes a judgement in the first sentence by saying 'it is
true to say..' and then also in the first paragraph has shown that there
are other beliefs.

The candidate shows knowledge and understanding about the
Messiah, and says why it is important.

This is a Level 3, rather than a Level 2 response, because of the
comments from page 2.

Here, the candidate writes 'instead of waiting'. This is appraising the
view they have given previously, and explaining why the previous view
is not as strong (in their opinion) as the Reform view. They evaluate the
views, and come to a conclusion.

Level 3
7 marks

3 marks for SpaG

Total: 10 Marks
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Candidates often use the phrases 'this is a strong argument' and 'this is a weak argument’
but then add a separate point.

For this question, they could say 'This is a strong argument because it is one of the 13
Principles of Faith and these are considered very important teachings for Jews'.

I = TP W MW%MMMMSM
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The candidate begins with 'one reason to agree is...' and makes a point
about peace being a central teaching and this is what the Messianic
Age will bring.

Their point against, is that it may not happen in their lifetime, so it is
pointless.

This is elevated to Level 3 from there on. They make the point that
even if peace does not happen, avoiding conflict is what should be
happening anyway, thus appraising their point.

They continue to appraise during the next paragraph.

The conclusion is strong, which means the response is in the middle of
Level 3.

Level 3
8 marks

3 marks for SPaG

Total: 11 Marks
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment

Bullet point 2.2

The question asked was:

Outline three Jewish responses to the problem of crime.

The candidates needed to provide any Jewish response to the problem of crime, rather than

the cause of crime.

Some candidates lost marks on this question by writing about what causes crime, and using

poverty as a response.

2 (a) Outline three Jewish responses to the problem of crime.
(3)
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e deterrence (1)
e protection (1)
e retribution (1)

Total: 3 Marks

There are three clear responses to the problem of crime here:

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2F 20



An outline must be more than one word or item of knowledge.

2 (a) Outline three Jewish responses to the problem of crime.
(3)
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This candidate has answered as though the question is about how to
prevent crime.

They receive a mark for the final sentence, about reform.

Total: 1 Mark

21 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2F



Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment
Bullet point 2.4

The question asked was:

Explain two Jewish teachings about punishment.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a
quotation, or examples.

The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

Most candidates answered this well, using 'An eye for an eye', and then writing about
reforming people to give them a second chance.

It helps to write answers that divide into two paragraphs, each containing a reason and a
development.

(b) Explain two Jewish teachings about punishment.

(4) ;
ONg._DeunSh. . t@cxcmhg ............. Aot . D um&nm
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Marks are awarded for:

everyone deserves another chance (1)
so that is why they want to reform (1)
everyone deserves justice (1)
because God is a Just God (1)

Total: 4 Marks

A source of wisdom and authority can be accepted as a development of a reason.

(b) Explain two Jewish teachings about punishment.
(4)
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Marks are awarded for:

e those who commit crime must be punished fairly (1)

e those who do wrong pay consequences (1)

e asecond Jewish teaching about punishment is that of the death
penalty (1)

e "An eye for an eye" (1)

Total: 4 Marks
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment
Bullet point 2.1

The question asked was:

Explain two Jewish attitudes to justice.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. Candidates must also use a source of
wisdom correctly, in their answer, which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the way
given in the answer.

Some candidates on this question wrote solely about punishment and these were not
credited.

Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the specification in order
to achieve higher grades. It is best to check that materials used in school cover the
specification.

(c) Explain two Jewish attitudes to justice.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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Marks are awarded for:

Justice must be given to the victim (1)
as God rewards and punishes (1)

'His ways are Just' (1)

retribution is a form of justice (1)

e as the perpetrator pays for his crime (1)

Total: 5 Marks

Responses in (c) questions may lead to 5 marks:

e 2 for attitudes
e 2 for the development of each attitude
e 1 for an accurate source that relates to the attitude given
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(c) Explain two Jewish attitudes to justice. — 800[ aclucon g,
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In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. ‘
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Marks are awarded for:

¢ it helps the weak from the strong (1)

e without justice the world would remain corrupt (2)
¢ 'Righteousness and justice kiss each other' (1)

e Justice provides advanced civilisation (1)

e which means that civilians can feel protected (1)

Total: 5 Marks
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Question 2 (d)

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the (d) items. As explained in the specification this
means:

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.
AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for
and against and reach a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the validity
of the arguments used /appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced
excellent answers giving reasons for and against, but did not evaluate the credibility of the
argument. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, limiting
candidates' progression to the higher levels.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment
Bullet point 2.7

The question asked was:

‘Criminals should always be treated fairly.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

e refer to Jewish teachings
o refer to relevant ethical arguments
e reach a justified conclusion.

Candidates needed to have a greater understanding of the concept.
Please note that candidates were required to give relevant ethical arguments.

The statement was designed to evaluate different understandings about fairness and what
this means to different people.

There were some very well-written arguments, where candidates wrote about the sanctity of
life, the teaching about a rodef and the implications of this, and utilitarianism.

There was a number of candidates who did not understand the word 'fair', and wrote as
though the question concerned whether criminals should escape punishment. These
responses typically remained in Level 1.
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(d) “Criminals should always be treated fairly.” -S\f\mm“ﬂ .
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Jewish teachings

+  refer to relevant ethical arguments £\ ~HNMNON R AN
« reach a justified conclusion.
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The candidate shows an understanding of fairness, and uses Jewish
beliefs to reinforce their points.

They appraise their points but do not include all the elements of the
qguestion because there is no ethical argument here.

Instead, they include a humanist viewpoint.
Level 3

Total: 7 Marks
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(d) “Criminals should always be treated fairly."
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Jewish teachings
+ refer to relevant ethical arguments

« reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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< / ResultsPlus
/---t Examiner Comments

This is an answer full of analysis, and appraisal of the points and
arguments the candidate is making.

There are logical chains of reasoning here, and it reaches the top of
Level 3.

To reach Level 4, it would need to be fully-comprehensive in its
appraisal of the arguments, with more connections made amongst the
range of elements.

The conclusion is repeating, rather than adding, evaluation to the
essay.

Level 3

Total: 9 Marks

A ResultsPlus
<)

Examiner Tip
Candidates should be familiar with the requirements in the levels mark
schemes
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Jewish Life
Bullet point 3.3

The question asked was:

Outline three purposes of prayer in the home.

Candidates needed to provide purposes, not ways or reasons, and these could be varied, but
not named, examples.

Each purpose needs to be in its own standalone sentence to be an outline.

3 (a) Outline three purposes of prayer in the home.
(3)

N_

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for to:

e get closer to God (1)
e pray for personal issues (1)
e |ove God (1)

Total: 3 Marks
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Candidates should provide three full sentences to answer an (a) item.

3 (a) Outliné three purposes of prayer in the home.

(3)

Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for:

e Jews can pray at any time (1)
e Jews can ask for forgiveness (1)
e they can confess their sins (1)

Total: 3 Marks
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Jewish Life

Bullet point 3.1

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why synagogue services are important for the Jewish community.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a
guotation, or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the question
asked.

Some candidates wrote detailed answers about Shabbat, the necessity for a minyan and for
continuing the faith. Some candidates wrote about other things the synagogue may be used
for, and these were not credited.

Examples linked to the reason given are a good form of development.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2F 36



(b) Explain two reasons why synagogue services are important for the
Jewish community.

4)

.Qr.r%ce ,,,,, TSRAAADD. Cann 0
ceoenes.... .“a..\C.bm B @eda s

% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for:

e they bring them together (1)

e providing a stronger sense of their Jewish identity (1)
e where ceremonies take place (1)

e such as Bar Mitzvahs (1)

Total: 4 Marks
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Writing reasons in separate paragraphs, like this candidate has done, is a good idea.

(b) Explain two reasons why synagogue services are important for the
Jewish community.

(@)
One. reason...is... Deeomse...is. ows. taem . 0 AR QS Q..
~Lommbinity. And dQin....in.proayer. Ond. hove thae
- Obility. 0. mix.. Withe .prople..OF o Sowos paith.
~.ADOthsr rkOSQn. (8. e camse ik lows. taey. Yo
deeldae . Presence . Of.god Qg Show.. Q0 OO,
Jor S love, for @y ample it G mingan. W here.......
L0 or mor. RwiSk. men. Qre. £9g¢ther god 15 Present..

AN

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for:

it allows them to unite as a community (1)
and mix with people of the same faith (1)

it allows them to feel the presence of God (1)
and show adoration (1)

Total: 4 Marks
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Question 3 (¢)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Jewish Life
Bullet point 3.8

The question asked was:

Explain two ways objects of devotion are used in the synagogue.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two ways are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a quotation or examples. The development
must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

The ways then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development it does not gain a second mark for the source.

An object of devotion is anything that is used in the synagogue to aid worship. There was a
variety of answers given.

(c) items provide marks for five points:

e 2 for ways
e 2 for the development of each way
e 1 for an accurate source that relates to the way given
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(c) Explain two ways objects of devotion are used in a synagogue.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for:

the yad (1)

used to read the Torah scrolls (1)
The Star of David (1)

a universal symbol of Judaism (1)

There is no source of wisdom here, so the fifth mark can not be
awarded.

Total: 4 Marks
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Sources can be paraphrased, however, they must be recognisable.

=AU
(c) Explain two ways objects of devotion are used in a synagogue. Wy A
Tor

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

one Ob-\e/ob S H/\é, Torah, wh

B|bw, nis IS lcep% oo
QPQCMM ) O Grd_ anol - sed

iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for:

One is the scroll of the Jewish Bible (1)
used when praying (1)

Another is the Ner Tamid (1)

the never ending lamp (1)

Total: 4 Marks
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Question 3 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2 : Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,
including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is * Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the validity of the
arguments used/appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent
answers giving reasons for and against, but did not evaluate the credibility of the argument.
Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, limiting candidates'
progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme.
Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Jewish Life
Bullet point 3.5

The question asked:

‘Sitting Shiva is important for Jews today.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

¢ refer to Jewish teachings
e reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor in the question, are candidates required to
give a non-religious response.

Where candidates knew what 'Sitting Shiva' was, the answers given were thoughtful and
detailed. A number of candidates did not know what it was, however, and it was difficult to
guess.
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Examiner Comments

This is a 'for and against'. There is some knowledge and understanding
shown but there is little depth.

The candidate gives very little religious reasoning on either side and
there is no appraisal or evaluation.

Level 3:
5 marks
3 marks for SPaG

Total: 8 Marks

Examiner Tip

4 \ ResultsPlus
\

Know all of the specific terms in the specification

45 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2F




Candidates who refer back to the question at the end of each paragraph tend to stay
focussed with their writing.

oob oo oo God G ook GHer
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~ / ResultsPlus
/--.'. Examiner Comments

This candidate has written a good answer, typical of the upper end of
Level 2.

They say that 'some Jews believe this side because...and other Jews
believe the other side because..." but they do not explain why one side
is stronger than the other, other than the very final line.

Their knowledge and understanding is there, but they neither appraise
nor evaluate the arguments they give.

Level 2
6 marks
3 marks for SPaG

Total: 9 Marks
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Question 4 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict

Bullet point 4.7

The question asked was:

Outline three reasons why Jews would oppose weapons of mass destruction.

Candidates generally answered well on this question and used the sanctity of life, the Ten
Commandments and teachings about peace.

Candidates lost marks because they misread the question, or did not understand the word
'oppose.’

Some candidates answered using a list, which is not an outline. They could only receive 1
mark according to the mark scheme.

4 (a) Outline three reasons why Jews would oppose the use of weapons of
mass destruction.

(3)

ALK, %veg, Q. agmngﬁ mm«g Cﬁ\\}@,
Bocknex . e0sns... NELR.QRPOSL.. &%E %WJ&S ........ I

%Resultsﬂus
Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for they:

e go against the sanctity of life (1)
e destroy the earth's resources (1)
e kill innocent people (1)

Total: 3 Marks
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4 (a) Outline three reasons why Jews would oppose the use of weapons of
mass destruction.

(3)

Y e O fesan o Y0Cause T ik
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] ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for:

e jtis unethical (1)
e Jews are instructed not to endanger human life (1)
e they should look for a peaceful outcome (1)

Total: 3 Marks
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict
Bullet point 4.2

The question asked was:

Explain two Jewish teachings about forgiveness and reconciliation.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two teachings are required,
and both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a
guotation or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the question
asked.

Candidates who answered only with forgiveness or reconciliation were awarded all the marks
available. There was no necessity to give one teaching for each.

Candidates should ensure they read the secondary command word in each question. In this
case it is 'teachings'.

(b) Explain two Jewish teachings about forgiveness and reconciliation.

(4)
NGRS Q&m.c&\w @_\—@\u\@@x ...... asXran o8 ccm\a%
AND0Cent. ¢ T8 % o T G o113, 2 S L LA
Ewa}\ tﬁqcx\mca o\« 39, egn:@ SN« o~ -
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/'--. Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for:

¢ only the victim can give forgiveness (1)

e as they are innocent of the crime (1)

e you must seek forgiveness (1)

e so you can be forgiven by God on Yom Kippur (1)

Total: 4 Marks

-

" \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Read all of the question carefully

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2F 52



Candidates should try to vary their answers as much as possible, to avoid overlapping
material.

(b) Explain two Jewish teachings about forgiveness and reconciliation,
(4)

GM.thli"\hﬁnkmﬁmbwfﬁqw&awﬂfh.cds&w':kw[é
G-rgﬁrtammEa}ﬁbﬂ;mﬂemJ&wquf“}Lfmlfvr Abhdmon

W{m@d,hum&lhﬂaéﬂhiwﬁfﬁhkm

.......... F"—FIN?MM%nﬂil’;‘mw&wvh.mla*wgﬁ‘a@aafmﬁﬁﬂ‘gww

N\

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for:

e you should forgive (1)

e because as Jewish people ask for forgiveness from God, humans
should do the same for other humans (1)

e you should pray for forgiveness (1)

e SO you can be accepted into heaven (1)

Total: 4 Marks
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Question 4 (¢)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict

Bullet point 4.8

Explain two ways Jews have worked to overcome the problems involved in conflict.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two ways are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a quotation or examples. The development
must be of the way given and to the question asked.

The 'ways' should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom'. This must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does
not gain a second mark for the source.

This question was about the way Jewish people behave, rather than about Jewish teachings
or beliefs. Therefore, candidates who answered referencing Just War Theory or Holy War
were not credited with marks.

Candidates must understand the difference between Jews and the State of Israel.
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(c) Explain two ways Jews have worked to overcome the problems involved
in conflict.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

00 \mc&md WO CONEWGA L
c&a(a(:x“% N ss :'s;mc‘nc,n

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The first paragraph here is awarded both marks because it explains
how Jews work to overcome the problems of conflict.

The second paragraph is not credited.

Total: 2 Marks
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Sources of wisdom and authority do not have to be referenced.

(c) Expfain@ays Jews have worked to overcome the problems involved (“"‘ s UUJ
in conflict. (AN ")

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. UP;'

<Z£ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Marks are awarded for:

The Jewish People's Fellowship (1)

believes in pacifism (1)

'"Thou shalt not kill (1)

The Parent's Circle (1)

bringing Jewish and Palestinian children together (1)

Total: 5 Marks
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Question 4 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,
including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion. There must some consideration of the validity of the
arguments used /appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent
answers, giving reasons for and against, but did not evaluate the credibility of the argument.
Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, limiting candidates'
progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme.

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death
Bullet point 4.1

The question asked:

‘Peace is the most important teaching in Judaism'

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

o refer to Jewish teachings
e reach a justified conclusion.

There were some superb answers that drew on other areas of the specification, such as
belief in the Messiah.

The higher levels were awarded where candidates compared teaching about peace with the
teachings about Holy War and whether or not these were compatible.

Encourage candidates to compare teachings that are either linked or similar.

This will make it easier to argue for one side or the other.
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/--.‘: Examiner Comments

This candidate has started well, and has a clear understanding of
peace and the Messianic Age.

However, they compare it with a belief in the Covenant with Abraham,
and then have difficulty in explaining why this might be considered
more important.

Total: 5 Marks
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Candidates should be familiarised with the requirements in the levels mark schemes
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/'--'. Examiner Comments
This is a good answer. It has many religious references and is argued
well.

The candidate appraises: in the argument against, they say those who
disagree may do so, because there are many teachings and mitzvot
that do not relate to peace.

The candidate writes about Holy War, which requires conflict, meaning
peace cannot be the most important teaching.

The paragraph about the Oneness of God is unnecessary because they
have already given two sides, and this does not add anything.

The conclusion is not written particularly well but the point it makes is
good.

Total: 8 Marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper: write within the scannable pages,
using the blank spaces provided

e When answering the (a) items use three separate, full sentences

e The 'source of wisdom' offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the
question and support the reason given

e The (d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. Higher marks are achieved
if the evidence/reasons given, is/are 'considered' or appraised for their value as an
argument as part of deciding the evaluation

e On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that will be credited in the answer

e Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked, fully
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

65 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2F


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL.



