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Introduction

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall award. The paper includes four questions, each
covers a section of the specification, candidates are expected to answer all four questions,
there is no element of choice on the paper. The details of the assessment content are
provided in the specification. Centres are expected to use the Edexcel specification rather
than other published resources when planning and teaching the course content. The
examination is set from the specification.

This paper allows an in-depth study of Buddhism as a lived religion within the United
Kingdom, and its beliefs and teachings on life specifically about the issues of peace and
conflict, and crime and punishment. This unit engages the interest of young people, as it
addresses many Buddhist beliefs and teachings in addition to some issues affecting young
people's engagement with society and the wider world.
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Question 1 (a)

This question worked well and it showed candidates understanding of the six perfections.
The majority of candidates gained all 3 marks. Those that were not able to get marks tended
to refer to the eight precepts rather than perfections.

The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

Examiners awarded one mark for each perfection identified and written in a sentence.

1 (a) Outline three of the six perfections.
(3)

- Buddniste stould dieplay genevoeity.
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N / ResultsPlus

« Examiner Comments

The candidate writes sentences outlining perfections.
Buddhists should display generosity. (1)
Buddhists should aim to develop wisdom. (1)

They should practice patience. (1)

A\ ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip
Teachers should refer to the specification for likely questions.

Candidates should make sure they have three distinct sentences, but
should not sacrifice time by offering more content than can be
credited.
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The candidate is awarded 0 marks.

One mark is awarded for each perfection identified and written in a sentence.

1 (a) Outline three of the six perfections.

...... ¢ (\Q\‘.K\\\

¥ { ResultsPlus
/\‘ Examiner Comments

The candidate writes appropriately simple sentences however they
have confused the precepts with the perfections.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates should be encouraged to be familiar with key vocabulary
used in the specification, so that they are able to appropriately show

their knowledge when questioned.
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom,
qguotes or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the question
asked.

This question worked to discriminate between candidates with good general understanding
and those with a fuller understanding of the specification. Most candidates showed they
would benefit from greater familiarisation with subject specific language used in the
specification. Many were familiar with tathagatagarbha and able to gain full marks.

GCSE Religious Studies B TRBO 2D 6



The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why tathagatagarbha is important to Buddhists.
(4)

ageagor \o Lmgokaud ke

- Buddngt s W Mo Shows.. Enak. ol Gy thewa...
LLON.. Decom . MW TN is.iwpottand . beconge, b
S gnal ook op Wk BuddWs Yo
LOCIEINE. - OMMOMADY. e

% ResultsPlus
, Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two reasons and develops each of the reasons
with additional relevant detail in order to be awarded the development
mark.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why tathagatagarbha is important to Buddhists.

(4)
......... I&‘.sh\t'u.hd&«cmamq‘ﬂougua\av-nqha
.......... Ondmbm¢4w')¢wraoa(L\nshxbomifahmhmlo
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<&< ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two reasons and develops each of the reasons
with additional relevant detail in order to be awarded the development
mark.

” ‘/ \ ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip
Refer to the specification bullet point and cover all the different parts
of it. These bullet points are the basis of question setting.
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two' on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons were required, and
both needed to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information: a reference to a source of wisdom,
qguotes or examples. The development must relate to the reason given and to the question
asked.

The reasons should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support
the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does
not gain a second mark as a source.

(c) items are point marked.
This candidate was awarded 3 marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why dependent origination is important for Buddhists.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(lg‘éMmuSPLfrc(ao«+omaﬂa§{=99W‘<%
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Y 4 ResultsPlus

/\ Examiner Comments
(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for reasons, 2 for the
development of each reason and one for an accurate source that
relates to the reason given.

Reason One - Dependent origination is the belief that everything is
dependent/reliant on everything else. (1)

Development One - This is important to Buddhists as it teaches them
that in order for everything to work and fall into place in their life, they
must be reliant on others. (1)

Reason Two - It is also important because it shows that everything in
life flows and connects with everything else showing Buddhists that
everything has meaning and purpose. (1)

-

“\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates should be encouraged to present their answers to b) & ¢)
qguestions in two separate paragraphs. This will help them to organise
their thoughts and responses in such a way that they gain full access to

the marks available.
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(c) items are point marked.
This candidate was awarded 5 marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why dependent origination is important for Buddhists.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Veprdont  Ogibion. 7> Mo )
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Y { ResultsPlus

/\ Examiner Comments
c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for beliefs, 2 for the
development of each belief and one for an accurate source that relates
to the belief given.

Reason One - Dependent origination is important because it dictates
the way a Buddhist should live. (1)

Development One - Dependent origination is that every action had
cause, so a Buddhists would try not to be the cause of an unskillful
action. (1)

Source - This is shown by ‘by oneself as evil done’. (1)

Reason Two - Dependent origination is also important because it
provides Buddhists with insight into the nature of existence. (1)

Development Two - If every action had a cause, it can allow a Buddhist
to practice right action so that their action does not negatively affect
another. (1)

-

\ Examiner Tip

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom.

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for
word. The source of wisdom can be given as a recognisable
paraphrase.

If examiners are unsure they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of
the paraphrase and the source.

If the source is attributed to the wrong person/source/ numerical
reference it cannot be credited e.g. a Dali Lama quote attributed to the
Buddha and the quote is not accredited to them, it is not awarded.

Numerical or generic references on their own are not awarded. The
candidate must use the reference correctly ie not just state the name
of a sutta.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2D 12



Question 1 (d)
The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the d items.

The candidates are being assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and
belief, including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion - there must be some consideration of the validity of the
arguments used / appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent
answers giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument.
Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting student'’s
progression to the higher levels. Many candidates used words that implied appraisal, such as
strong/weak argument, but were unable to follow this up with genuine evaluation.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit' according to the
level descriptors.

Candidates were aware of the Wheel of Life, many giving detailed descriptions of the
different elements. Discussions tended to be based on a comparison between the Wheel of
Life and other explanations of the causes of suffering, such as the noble truths as a whole.
Stronger candidates made specific reference to the Second Noble Truth, whilst weaker
candidates commented more generally. Many made reference to the Eightfold Path although
some took the links between the the Eightfold Path and the Wheel of life too far, confusing
the two ideas. There were attempts at appraisal, but often a suggestion of either strength or
weakness was not supported with solid argument.

(d) items are LEVEL marked they are NOT point marked.

13 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2D



The candidate gains 11 marks in total - The candidate reached level 3 and was awarded
8 marks + 3 marks for SPaG.

*(d) “The Wheel of Life is the best way to explain the causes of suffering”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Buddhist teachings
« reach a justified conclusion,

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2D 14
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< { ResultsPlus
/'\ Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 3 because...
The candidate deconstructs religious information at many points.

They write coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider
different viewpoints.

They have made connections among many, but not all, of the elements
in the question.

Within each paragraph the candidate constructs coherent and
reasoned judgements.

The candidate begins to appraise evidence in each paragraph.
They write a partially justified conclusion.

The candidate is awarded 8 marks at the top of the mark range for
level 3 because most but not all the demands of the level descriptor
are met. To move to Level 4 the candidate’s first step would be to
further develop their conclusion as an opportunity to offer further
appraisal.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because:

e The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy

e Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning
overall

e Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.

| ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Appraisal shows:

The value of the evidence provided / the strength of the answer / the
validity of the chains in the answer/ a consideration of what is written
in order to answer the questions (rather than which side they agree
with) / a measurement of which side is more logical / an assessment of
which is the more compelling argument / an understanding of which
argument is more convincing or rational or cogent.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2D 16



(d) items are LEVEL marked they are NOT point marked.

The candidate gains 8 marks in total - The candidate reached level 2 and was awarded
5 marks + 3 marks for SPaG.

*(d) “The Wheel of Life is the best way to explain the causes of suffering.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Buddhist teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.
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< / ResultsPlus

/\ Examiner Comments
The candidate is reached level 2 and was awarded 5 marks which is the
middle of Level 2.

The candidate gained level 2 because....

The candidate’s response offers superficial connections made among
many, but not all, of the elements in the question - it is able to use
knowledge from a Buddhist perspective and shows a limited
understanding of religion and belief.

A conclusion was given with a superficial attempt to appraise the
evidence.

The candidate is awarded 5 marks in the middle of the mark range for
level 2 because most but not all the demands of the level descriptor
are met.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because:

e The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy

e Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning
overall

e Candidate uses a range of specialist terms as appropriately.

“\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Do not try to point mark (d) answers. They should be read completely
and then assessed against the level descriptors to find a best fit.
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Question 2 (a)

The candidates needed to provide any Buddhist beliefs, not specifically scriptural beliefs.
Most highlighted that justice is important for victims as it will enable them to move on from
the crime that they were a victim of. A number of candidates did not identify the focus of the
guestion being on victims. These candidates gave answers which focused on the impact of
justice on the perpetrators of crime.

Most candidates recognised the requirement to outline rather than list their responses.
a) items are point marked - Outline requires three outlined points.
This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

2 (a) Outline three reasons Buddhists may believe justice is important for victims.
(3)

o Juek oo ollows vichive  to. ij Closire._ond _nmove on:

Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

One mark awarded for each point identified.

Justice allows victims to gain closure and move on. (1)

It also gives them the strength to forgive the perpetrator. (1)
Justice can protect the victim from being harmed again. (1)

This candidate started each point on a new line. Answers do not need
to be in a paragraph, but must offer an outline, rather than a list.

4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Many candidates find it helpful to present their outlines on three
separate lines to ensure that they clearly make separated points,
avoiding the development of points, which is not credited in a)

questions.
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(a) items are point marked - Outline requires three outlined points.
This candidate is awarded 0 marks.

2 (a) Outline three reasons Buddhists may believe justice is important for victims.
(3)

DD alij s preeiows. o e Shodn'h haok-oHes ngracky
D Tk iodd one Hem .o chonce Jo.e@Bortr>. o
DNe. Buddhe aid to_udge (0 bne with He Diommen .

N

i\

w\ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Candidate has not read the question carefully, offering answers which
may have been credited if the question had been more general.

& \ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip
Candidates need to ensure that they take the time to consider the
wording of the question, before they write their responses.
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two' on (b) items. Therefore, two attitudes are required and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom,
qguotes or examples. The development must be of the attitude given and to the question
asked.

In this question candidates were able to show knowledge and understanding about the aims
of punishment. Many candidates focused on the idea of protection and reformation. Many
also responded by explaining why Buddhists may be opposed to retribution being an aim of
punishment.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed attitudes.

(b) Explain two Buddhist attitudes towards the aims of punishment.

(4)

..AEmfm ....... 4 ............................. /zc ................................................................................... e |

Frﬂ&u‘tm Jaodd ¢ an. amag ....................
f«MMM A9 i b /Mwmgnw#‘amdbmm/"w
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< / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Attitude One - punishment should aim to reform criminals and
wrongdoers. (1)

Development One - As they believe in the concept of anicca, everyone
has the opportunity and the capacity to change and become a better
person. (1)

Attitude Two - Protection should be an aim of punishment. (1)

Development Two - ... should be showing Metta and Karuna to the rest
of society, and the person being punished may be dangerous. (1)

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
It helps to write answers which divide into two paragraphs, each
containing an attitude and a development.

Candidates should not take time offering more detail that the question
demands. Candidates should be encouraged to be familiar with the
requirements of the different styles of questions in order to make
efficient use of their time in the exam.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two developed attitudes.

(b) Explain two Buddhist attitudes towards the aims of punishment.
(4)

O buddske oshinde woads Be aams o
 onsimen 6 W Y o S fuanShnerk i\
COn0T N L O on oS OB (Ldnte Dot Sui®
A0 ook W

‘ T ‘%NL 0mine)
%@\ ConeR \%5 WL VO TS Wi\ (AW
RN oS W SUALIONL okl ey

A
<¢< ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments
Attitude One - The aim of punishment is to rehabilitate criminals... (1)

Development One - ... and reduce their negative karma so that they
get a better rebirth. (1)

Attitude Two - The aim of punishment is to stop the criminal from
committing more crimes. (1)

Development Two - This will reduce suffering in the world. (1)

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2D 24



4\ ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip

Centres should be familiar with and prepare candidates for all parts of
the specification. Centres are advised to refer to the specification,

SAMs materials and online support given by the senior examination
team.
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two ways are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. They must also correctly use a source of
wisdom in their answer which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the way given in
the answer.

Many candidates responded well to this question, but many offered extended answers which
went beyond the demands of the question but which would have taken up the candidates
time.

(c) items are point marked and provide marks for five points: two for ways, two for the
development of each way and one for an accurate source of wisdom that relates to the way
given.

The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2D 26



(c) Explain two ways Buddhists should treat criminals.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

M*{?WW/WMM ....... MCM/
Yo caniasdl o Compd o coime ,ond o idaee Uy

Shodd...uf. L. M&”W“Frwm .......................
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" / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two ways. These are developed and there is an
accurate source of wisdom.

Way One - by showing them karuna (1)

Development One - They should understand that due to dependent
arising, external factors may have caused the criminal to commit a
crime. (1)

Source - ‘Hatred is never appeased by hatred'. (1)

Way Two - Another way Buddhists should treat criminals is by
rehabilitating them. (1)

Development Two - By rehabilitating the criminal, they would see the
error of their ways and not commit the crimes again. (1)

e A

.\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates should be encouraged to be familiar with the requirements

of the different styles of questions in order to make efficient use of
their time in the exam.
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(c) items are point marked.
The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

(c) Explain two ways Buddhists should treat criminals.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

e ) ‘abuddhrsf .......................... Shauld!
oo Yedr  caminals LS Ak (e.)fec_\r
_and. CAmly. hecause ... Hcy _____________________

heliete. . leciMden Uy Yo" kap.
o OYhoary . Yporeve o an. 'z e.uarxjg
.................. CdeXhCe C)(\d e N) =

“oa hid _because ,p" w

%Resultsplus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two ways, but the second way is not credited. They
do not offer a source of wisdom and authority.

Way One - A Buddhist should treat criminals with respect. (1)
Development One - because they believe Kama. (1)

Unfortunately their attempt at a second way is not widely recognised
as a Buddhist view and it therefore cannot be credited.

M4\ ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip

Candidates may find it helpful to present their answers in separate
paragraphs.
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Question 2 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the d items. As explained in the
specification this means:

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.
AQO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion - there must be some consideration of the validity of
the arguments used / appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced
excellent answers giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the
argument. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting
student’s progression to the higher levels. Many candidates used words that implied
appraisal, such as strong/weak argument, but were unable to follow this up with genuine
evaluation.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit' according to the
level descriptors.

The statement was designed to evaluate different understandings about good and evil and
suffering. Candidates who did well recognised that this question was about different views
about why people suffer. The question required candidates to also consider non-religious
points of view. Some were able to expand answers with appraisal.

This question does not have SPaG marks - it is out of 12.

The candidate gains 6 marks.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2D 30



(d) “Because human beings perform evil actions, people will always suffer”
o M

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should: Rivers: Aoves Bk r h L LT
« refer to Buddhist teachings Lt e L, ‘w

+ refer to non-religious points of view —? A" Id‘+t. tWarsnia v

« reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
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< / ResultsPlus

/\ Examiner Comments
The candidate has reached level 2 and was awarded 6 marks which is
the top of the mark range for Level 2.

The candidate gained level 2 because....

The candidate’s response offers superficial connections made among
many, but not all, of the elements in the question - it is able to use
knowledge from a Buddhist perspective and shows a limited
understanding of religion and belief.

A conclusion was given with a superficial attempt to appraise the
evidence.

The candidate is awarded 6 marks in the top of the mark range for
level 2 because all the demands of the level descriptor are met.

: Resu - p'US
\ Examiner Tip

Appraisal shows:

The value of the evidence provided / the strength of the answer / the
validity of the chains in the answer/ a consideration of what is written
in order to answer the questions (rather than which side they agree
with) / a measurement of which side is more logical / an assessment of
which is the more compelling argument / an understanding of which
argument is more convincing or rational or cogent.

The candidate gains 4 marks

The candidate reached level 2 and was awarded 4 marks which is the lower end of Level 2.
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(d) “Because human beings perform evil actions, people will always suffer” g
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 5
In your response you should: 55;
+ refer to Buddhist teachings 3
refer to non-religious points of view
reach a justified conclusion. :
(12)
;
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¢ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 2 because....

The candidate’s response makes superficial connections among many,
but not all, of the elements in the question - it is able to use limited
knowledge from a Buddhist perspective to build simple chains of
thinking.

They showed a limited understanding of religion and belief.

They begin to form a conclusion but offer no significant appraisal of
the evidence.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates should be familiar with the requirements in the levels mark

schemes.
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Question 3 (a)

Most candidates were able to correctly identify information about the use of sky burials in
Tibet. Many candidates were able to offer other rituals in addition to this. Some candidates
struggled to stay focused on rituals, offering more general comments.

a) items are point marked - Outline requires three outlined points.

This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

3 (a) Outline three Buddhist rituals related to death and mourning.

\( / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

One mark awarded for each point identified.

One is a Tibetan sky burial (1)

Another is reading from the book of the dead (1)

Another is chanting to transfer good kamma to the deceased (1)

Starting each point on a separate line can be helpful to candidates.

4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Centres should be familiar with and prepare candidates for all parts of
the specification. Centres are advised to refer to the specification,
SAMs materials and online support given by the senior examination

team.
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two' on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom,
qguotes or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the question
asked.

Candidates were generally able to access marks on this question, describing reasons why
Buddhists perform puja in the home. Where content was relevant to the question, but did
not specifically mention the setting of home, credit was given. Credit was not given for
content about puja that was not true for the home setting.

b) items are point marked - Two reasons are required.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why Buddhists should perform puja in the home.

(4)
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Examiner Comments

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 marks for reasons and 2
marks for the development of each reason.

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason One - it enables them to build a strong personal connection
with the Buddha (1)

Development One - as they are in a comfortable environment, this
may be easier (1)

Reason Two - ... it allows for convenience (1)

Development Two - If they worship in their own home, it'll be easier to
perform puja more frequently (1)

4\ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Candidates should be encouraged to carefully pay attention to the
wording of the question to ensure they cover the breadth of what is
being asked.
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(a) items are point marked - Two reasons are required.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

(b) Explain two reasons why Buddhists should perform puja in the home.

/R itsPlus
\(/\\ eSuU

Examiner Comments

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 marks for reasons and 2
marks for the development of each reason.

The candidate gives two reasons, both of which are developed.
Reason One - ... it helps show their devotion to the Dhamma (1)

Development One - Taking time out of your day to worship at home
shows that you are dedicated to following the Eightfold Path.

Reason Two - ... it can help cultivate positive mental states (1)

Development Two - Chanting or meditating can help to calm and focus
the mind (1)

T4\ ResultsPlus
I\

Examiner Tip

Examples linked to the reason given are a good form of development.
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must
be of the reason given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development it does not gain a second mark as a source.

Many candidates accessed marks on this question, describing why mantra recitation may be
used by Buddhists. Most candidates who tried to access the mark for a source of wisdom and
authority, did so by offering examples of common mantras.

(b)items provide marks for five points, two for reasons, two for the development of each
reason and one for an accurate source that relates to the reason given.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

(©) ExplaingEER why Buddhists may N

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two reasons, which are developed and they
provide an accurate source of wisdom.

Reason One (reversed) - It allows them to gain focus and concentration

(1)

Development One (reversed) - Buddhists will repeat phrases often
about the 5 precepts and the 3 refuges (1)

Source - ‘the man who has conquered himself is a far greater hero
who has defeated a thousand men a thousand times' (1) is supported
by an explanation of the link to the reason given.

Reason Two - through chanting mantras a Buddhist often memories
Buddhist teachings (1)

Development Two - ... helping them understand the teachings of the
Buddha (1)

4\ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

Sources can be paraphrased, however they must be recognisable.
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(c) items provide marks for five points, two for reasons, two for the development of each
reason and one for an accurate source that relates to the reason given.

The candidate is awarded 3 marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why Buddhists may recite mantras.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Examiner Comments

<@ ResuitsPus
/\
The candidate gives two reasons, one of which is developed.

Reason One - Set chants that allow Buddhists in a group to be able to
celebrate the Buddha's life (1)

No development is offered of this point.

Rason Two - Mantras are a way for Buddhists to show their gratitude
and love for the Buddah (1)

Development Two - ... so they will recite them to show their dedication
to him (1)

45 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2D



/) ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

GENERIC advice for centres as to what constitutes a source of wisdom.

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for
word. The source of wisdom can be given as a recognisable
paraphrase.

If examiners are unsure they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of
the paraphrase and the source.

If the source is attributed to the wrong person/source/ numerical
reference it cannot be credited e.g. a Dali Lama quote attributed to the
Buddha and the quote is not accredited to them, it is not awarded.

Numerical or generic references on their own are not awarded. The
candidate must use the reference correctly ie not just state the name
of a sutta.
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Question 3 (d)

This question worked well. Students across the ability range gave confident answers.
However, d) questions are good discriminators of achievement in RS and this was no
exception. Candidates who did well knew a range of information about retreats, notably the
rains retreat, and were able to expand answers with evaluation. Many other candidates
focused their responses purely around more general examples with mixed success.
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(d) items are LEVEL marked they are NOT point marked.

The candidate gains 9 marks in total - The candidate reached level 2 and was awarded 6
marks + 3 marks for SPaG.

*(d) “Spending time on retreat is essential for Buddhists.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Buddhist teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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/\ Examiner Comments
The candidate is reached level 2 and was awarded 6 marks which is the
top of the mark range for Level 2.

The candidate gained level 2 because...

The candidate’s response offers superficial connections made among
many, but not all, of the elements in the question - it is able to use
knowledge from a Buddhist perspective and shows a limited
understanding of religion and belief.

A conclusion was given with a superficial attempt to appraise the
evidence.

The candidate is awarded 6 marks in the top of the mark range for
level 2 because all the demands of the level descriptor are met.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because:

e The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy

e Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning
overall

e Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.

&\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates who understand the diversity within the religious tradition,
and the arguments for and against different practices are those best

placed to evaluate.
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(d) items are LEVEL marked they are NOT point marked.

The candidate gains 11 marks in total - The candidate reached level 3 and was awarded 8
marks + 3 marks for SPaG.

*(d) “Spending time on retreat is essential for Buddhists.” ~ jeecd—

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Buddhist teachings
reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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/'\ Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 3 because....
The candidate deconstructs religious information at many points.

They write coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider
different viewpoints.

They have made connections among many, but not all, of the elements
in the question.

Within each paragraph the candidate constructs coherent and
reasoned judgements.

The candidate begins to appraise evidence in each paragraph.
They write a partially justified conclusion.

The candidate is awarded 8 marks, the middle of the mark range for
level 3 because most, but not all of the demands of the level
descriptors for Level 3 are met. To move to Level 4 the candidate’s first
step would be to further develop their conclusion as an opportunity to
offer further appraisal.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks, in this example, because:

e The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy

e Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning
overall

e Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

It is really important to use the level descriptors to find the level rather
than look for the number of facts - these are AO1.
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Question 4 (a)

The candidates needed to provide ways Buddhists may respond to issues surrounding or
arising from conflict. This elicited a wide range of correct responses.

a) items are point marked - Outline requires three outlined points.
This candidate is awarded 3 marks.

4 (a) Outline three ways Buddhists may respond to issues surrounding conflict.
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\0\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Candidate was awarded one mark for each point identified:
Buddhists may advocate for non-violence (1)

Buddhists may take part in passive resistance to the conflict (1)

Buddhists may also offer aid to those who are caught up in the conflict

)

. \ ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip
Candidates should write three sentences containing one piece of
information in each. There is no need for development: it will not
receive credit.
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(a) items are point marked - Outline requires three outlined points.
This candidate is awarded 2 marks.

4 (a) Outline three ways Buddhists may respond to issues surrounding conflict.

(3)
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y / ResultsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments
Candidate has offered two points that respond to the question. Their
third point however does not address the question. As such the
candidate does not receive any credit for their third point.
T\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates should pay careful attention to the wording of the question
to ensure they provide content which will receive credit.
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two' on (b) items. Therefore, two responses are required,
and both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom,
qguotes or examples. The development must be of the response given and to the question
asked.

The candidates needed to provide ways Buddhists may respond to non-religious attitudes to
weapons of mass destruction. Any responses which suggested that Buddhism accepted the
existence of weapons of mass destruction, for example as a deterrent were not credited, as
this view is not a widely held Buddhist position.

The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gives two different responses that a Buddhist may respond to non-religious
attitudes to weapons of mass destruction and develops both of these points.

(b) Explain two Buddhist responses to non-religious attitudes to weapons of
mass destruction.
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Examiner Comments

Response One - Buddhists may advocate against weapons of mass
destruction used as deterrents. (1)

Development One - Buddhists would argue that the concept of
Mutually Assured Destruction regarding weapons of mass destruction
being used as a deterrents is wrong. (1)

Response Two - Buddhists may advocate against weapons of mass
destruction being used for protection. (1)

Development Two - ... the defeated would dwell in pain and this would
only lead to more suffering and hatred between countries. (1)

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates should ensure they read the secondary command word in

each question. In this case it is responses.
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(b) items are point marked - Two responses are required.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks.

(b) Explain two Buddhist responses to ngg;muglausmnudes to weapons of
mass destruction. o

%\( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Response One (reversed) - Some Buddhists could argue that no killing
is one of the five precepts and should be followed. (1)

Development One - One not religious view to weapons of mass
destruction is that they are bad as they kill at a mass scale. (1)

The candidate does offer a further response suggesting the deterrent
nature of WMD but this does not reflect widely held Buddhist views.

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
(b) questions do not require the use of a source of wisdom, but they

can be a useful method of offering development.
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Question 4 (c)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two' on (c) items. Therefore, two teachings are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The development must
be of the teaching given and to the question asked.

The teachings then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the teaching given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development it does not gain a second mark as the source.

This item was straight off the specification almost using the exact wording. Most candidates
were able to access marks on this question, describing Buddhist teachings about war. Many
candidates offered a range of potential sources of wisdom and authority.

(c) items provide marks for five points, two for teachings, two for the development of each
teaching and one for an accurate source that relates to the teaching given.
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The candidate is awarded 5 marks.

(c) Explain two Buddhist teachings about war.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

........ \‘\wa ‘”W\“M Vunddwie Mo.;:,\) yw\j Yyt  Oue
Cﬂw.vk\m \9 \'\'\U:L AT LY < PV NS = 0% S /U JA N V2 - i > S
.........guwx‘“\é* SC\\DW\") \(\9.. ﬁa.nwv(i& \' Y. QM\N&. o ek

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0O 2D 60



< { ResultsPlus

/\ Examiner Comments
The candidate gives two teachings which are developed. Their first
teaching is also further developed by the inclusion of an accurate
source of wisdom.

Teaching One - One Buddhist teaching related to war are the five
moral precepts. (1)

Source - ‘Refrain from killing others.’ (1)

Development One - Buddhists should not kill others since it is an
unskillful action that generates suffering.(1)

Teaching Two (reverse) - There can be some exceptions, and if war can
be justified, it can be permissible by Buddhists. (1)

Development Two - The Buddha killed one man to save the lives of
hundreds in the Upaya Kausala Sutta. (1)

: Results plus
\ Examiner Tip

GENERIC advice for centres as to what constitutes a source of wisdom.

The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for
word. The source of wisdom can be given as a recognisable
paraphrase.

If examiners are unsure they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of
the paraphrase and the source.

If the source is attributed to the wrong person/source/ numerical
reference it cannot be credited e.g. a Dali Lama quote attributed to the
Buddha and the quote is not accredited to them, it is not awarded.

Numerical or generic references on their own are not awarded. The
candidate must use the reference correctly ie not just state the name
of a sutta.
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The candidate is awarded 4 marks.

(c) Explain two Buddhist teachings about war.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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\6\< ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed teachings. They make reference to
the example of the Dalai Lama, but not as a source of wisdom and
authority.

Teaching One - They are taught not to kill anybody. (1)

Development One - It will not help them reach enlightenment and they
will continue to be reborn into the cycle of suffering. (1)

Teaching Two - A second teaching is to avoid it. (1)

Development Two - The Dalai Lama ran away from war as he didn't
want to suffer or cause suffering for someone else. (1)

-~ \ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip
Teachings should ideally be supported with a ‘reference to a source of
wisdom’, this must support the teaching given and cannot be awarded
twice.
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Question 4 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the d items. As explained in the
specification this means:

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.
AQO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion - there must be some consideration of the validity of
the arguments used / appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced
excellent answers giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the
argument. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting
student’s progression to the higher levels. Many candidates used words that implied
appraisal, such as strong/weak argument, but were unable to follow this up with genuine
evaluation.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit' according to the
level descriptors.

Candidates were able to give knowledge and understanding of the differing views on

pacifism. Many candidates responded to individuals' engagement in war, whereas others
approached this question with reference to violence more generally, some even referring to
violence towards non-human animals. Some were able to expand answers with appraisal, but
many were not analytical in their approach and limited themselves to level 2 as a best fit.

This question does not have SPaG marks - it is out of 12.
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The candidate reached level 3 and was awarded 7 marks.

(d) “Being a pacifist is not possible.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Buddhist teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
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" / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gained level 3 because...

The candidate deconstructed in a simple way religious information,
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider
different viewpoints.

They showed an accurate understanding of religion and belief. They
referred to different Buddhist points of view. They made limited
judgements leading to a partially justified conclusion.

The candidate is awarded 7 marks at the bottom of the mark range for
level 3 because only some of the demands of the level descriptor are
met.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates should be familiar with the requirements in the levels mark

schemes

"
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This question does not have SPaG marks - it is out of 12.

The candidate gains 5 marks.

(d) “Being a pacifist is not possible.
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Buddhist teachings
reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
......... Mahgyace.  Buddhsis. Mighe...Orgae.. for. fe Seatement. ...
M%M,M{m Some. . Case). vidlend... Maght.. AK.................
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Ldnnoeend... pegple.. Lot huid BAA.

However s Ao ShU.. o wecu a/}menf AUL....

even  (finnocent.  pegele... Goentt.. hdl.,. pegp. .. Hhe. Gimita..
Mgoubfo,&ehwm/f{he/eﬁpfedﬁoea%w ......... Al
Shosgmint....oad... Youre. 0ot bting. . o Plcckst do b falibt.....

A S0l o olamw&fﬁrfﬂum%hemd
Nloleace mnd. es i Comideced.. uvolent..

wmm%wm4goa,mumm For
..... Qxanple,.. Dk . Qhimsa . Pocosda. . Budabistr... fon. hertiss...
...... Othen, the . Mantel . pouen o4 hebed. Sh0us.  thet wviownse...

ocseda hoded. Horefae Aot penon. ). Swhfecsg Bnd.......
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\6\{ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate is reached level 2 and was awarded 5 marks which is the
middle of Level 2.

The candidate gained level 2 because....

The candidate’s response offers superficial connections made among
many, but not all, of the elements in the question - it is able to use
knowledge from a Buddhist perspective and shows a limited
understanding of religion and belief.

A conclusion was given with a superficial attempt to appraise the
evidence.

The candidate is awarded 5 marks in the middle of the mark range for
level 2 because most but not all the demands of the level descriptor
are met.
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Examiner Tip

There are many different ways to answer (d) items and gain marks,
however a key skill is to be able to identify and explain the relative
significance of the arguments being made.

69 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2D



Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

+ Centres must teach to the specification, making sure candidates are prepared for all parts
of the bullet points, including subject specific vocabulary, in preparation for the questions

+ When tackling a) questions, candidates should write three sentences containing one piece
of information in each. There is no need for development: it will not receive credit.

+ The explain questions require two developed points, however, students should also be
prepared to describe where indicated on the specification.

+ The (d) items need an understanding of religion and belief, as well as the ability to
evaluate the arguments in order to reach a conclusion. Centres may wish to consider the
differentiation of teaching to enable some students of different abilities to concentrate on
learning the information needed before embarking on the evaluation.

+ Candidates should be directed to read the bullet points in the (d) question and understand
that they guide them to which viewpoints they should be providing. Centres may wish to
consider identifying on the specification the different traditions/viewpoints identified that
could be used to answer these questions. The diversity of views is a key factor in
appraising arguments.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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