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Introduction

This paper contributes 50% of the overall course award. The paper includes four questions,
each covers a section of the specification, and all candidates are expected to answer all four
questions. Details of the assessment content are provided in the specification. Centres are
expected to use the Edexcel specification, rather than other published resources, when
planning and teaching the course content. The examination is written based on the
specification content.
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Question 1 (a)

This question was focused on the Torah as a Holy Book. This proved surprisingly difficult by
comparison to the other 'a' questions on the paper. The mean mark was 1 out of 3 and whilst
the most common response gained 3 marks almost a quarter of all the candidates either did
not answer or gained 0 marks. A significant proportion of candidates claimed that Allah had
given the Torah to Adam, Isa or Dawud rather than Musa. Others conflated the Torah with
the Qur'an claiming it was given to Muhammad by the angel Jibril. Of those who answered
well the most common beliefs were that it is a Muslim holy book, it was given to Musa and
that Allah's words had been corrupted over time.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who confused the Torah with
other holy books. Many candidates showed confusion in the details specific to the Torah.
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This response was awarded 0 marks.

The Qur'an teaches that Musa was given 'tablets' though it does not
specify their contents.

It is not Jewish belief that the Torah was lost, rather the Torah has been
in continuous use since before the Qur'an.

Similarly Allah spoke directly to Musa rather than via Jibril as a
messenger.

Be sure of your facts.
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This response was included as an example of the work of a candidate that achieved full
marks, 3/3.

This response was awarded 3 marks as three valid beliefs.
It was revealed to Musa (1).
It provided knowledge for the people of that time (1).
Over the years it was tarnished and changed (1).

Accuracy is key.
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Question 1 (b)

This question focused on the ways Muslims can demonstrate the Six Beliefs in their
communities. The question was rated as moderately difficult with a mean mark at just over
half the marks though the most common mark was 4/4. Almost one third of all candidates
did not attempt the question. Of those who did provide an answer the most common
problem was confusion between the Six Beliefs, which are articles of faith and the Five Pillars
which are actions commanded by Allah. Issues also arose when candidates defines and
explained the Six Beliefs rather than considering how they can be demonstrated in the
community.

Of those who did well they commonly explained how a particular belief was demonstrated in
practice. The most common example was the idea that Muslims would gather for prayers to
honour the one true God, celebrating his oneness. The importance of doing good deeds was
also commonly mentioned as a way of demonstrating to Allah that a Muslim is worthy of
Jannah on judgement day.
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This response was included to illustrate the difficulties faced by those who confused beliefs
with actions and could not make a link to the Six Beliefs. In this case both zakah and hajj are
aspects of the five pillars but are not specifically referenced in the Six Beliefs.

This response was awarded 0 marks, there were no valid ways.

Actions must be linked to the underlying belief.
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This response was included as an example of a candidate who achieved full marks for this
question.

This response was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed ways.

Naming their children after the prophets (1). The children can learn
the examples of the prophets and refer to them in their daily lives
(1).
By praying in the mosque (1). The unity of the congregation will
remind the Muslims of their shared faith in the oneness of Allah (1).

In marking this question a specific link to one of the Six Beliefs was
required so simply praying in the mosque would not gain credit
without the link to the oneness of Allah and thus the Six Beliefs.

Focus on what the questions asks for.
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Question 1 (c)

This question focuses on Muslim beliefs about hell. It was one of the most straightforward
questions on the paper. This was reflected in a very high mean mark and the most common
mark awarded was 4. Very few candidates failed to score any marks in this question.

Those who struggled tended to have a very simplistic view of hell as a place of torture and
punishment. They found it difficult to provide a suitable source of authority. Those who were
more successful employed ideas that it was a place without Allah were Shaytan lives, it is
eternal, though some also suggested that hell was not eternal and that every Muslim, once
they had paid for their sins, would be accepted into paradise. Both views were credited as
valid Muslim beliefs. More sophisticated responses discussed the layers of hell, linking the
torture to the seriousness of the sin.
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This was included as an example of a candidate who provided some basic beliefs about hell.

This response was awarded 3 marks for 1 developed and 1 simple
belief. There was no evidence of a source of authority.

Hell is a place for non-believers (1), you enter hell if you don't follow
the five pillars (1).
You stay there for eternity (1).

The attempted development of the second belief repeats the idea that
hell is a place of punishment for your actions so the repetition was not
credited.

Both reasons and developments must be distinctly different.
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This response was included as an example of a candidate who achieved full marks, including
a source of authority, for this question. The source of authority, or a paraphrase of it, was the
most commonly used quote from the Qur'an.

This response was awarded 5 marks for 2 developed reasons with a
source of authority.

You have 2 angels on your left and right shoulder (1). The records are
shown to Allah on the day of judgement and help him decide if you go
to Jahannam (1).

Hell is a place of eternal suffering (1). As it says in the Qur'an 'Their lips
will be twisted in pain' (Surah 23:104) (1), as a punishment for how you
acted during your life on earth (1).
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Learn your quotes.
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Question 1 (d)

This question considers one of the characteristics of Allah. It is perhaps one of the lesser
known ones. Even so the question was rated a s moderately difficult. The mean mark was 6
but the most common mark was 8. At the same time more than a tenth of all candidates
either didn't attempt the question or failed to gain marks. This suggests that if an individual
was aware of what the beneficience of Allah represents they had the potential to do very well
at this question. Sadly too many struggled with the meaning with a significant minority
deciding it meant the omnipotence of Allah, or sometimes the omniscience.

It seems likely that this candidate falls into the group who do not have a clear idea of what
the beneficence of Allah represents. Nevertheless the candidate provided a cogent reason to
disagree, namely that Allah has more important traits such as his omnipotence. As a result
they gained a mark for an isolated element of understanding of religion and belief. Perhaps
more significantly, certainly in terms of the overall mark for the paper, the candidate gained 3
marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar.
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This response was awarded Level 1, 1 mark. SPG 3 marks.

The candidate did not gain any further credit for the attempted
conclusion since it added nothing to the simple assertion that Allah
has more important traits.

Learn the characteristics of Allah.
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This response is included as an example of a Level 3 response to this question. The candidate
is sound in his knowledge and understanding of Islam and uses quotations from the Qur'an
to good effect on both sides of the question whilst retaining a focus on the statement.
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This response was awarded Level 3, 7 marks. SPG 3 marks.

The candidate fulfils the requirements for Level 2 by linking a range of
elements in the question and demonstrating significant understanding
of religion and belief. The arguments are also counterpointed by
judgements that cast doubt on the strength of the arguments offered.
Aspects of this response, especially the deconstruction of the religious
information, suggest Level 3 performance. This is weakened by a
relatively limited conclusion which fails to build on the evidence
provided in the body of the response and instead reverts to a personal
opinion rather that attempting to show how that can be justified.

On balance the candidate fulfils Level 2 requirements with elements of
Level 3 performance leading to the award of 7 marks.

Don't neglect the conclusion.
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Question 2 (a)

This question is concerned with what constitutes a good action for Muslims. This was judged
to be an easy question. This finding was supported by the relatively few candidates who
gained no marks for this question. A large majority, about four fifths gained full marks.

For those who struggled the biggest issues were resorting to giving a list, rather than three
sentences or short phrases, or repetition. For those who did well the scope was endless, with
giving to charity and helping the poor dominating the responses.

This response was included to illustrate the dangers of a single word response. Prayer is
clearly a good action but it could not be credited as a single word. A short phrase such as
'praying the daily prayers' would have gained the mark.

This response was awarded 2 marks as 2 valid examples.

donating to charity (1)
giving to the poor (1)

These, though similar, were regarded as distinctly different since
charitable donations may support activites unrelated to poverty.

Phrases not words!
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate achieving full marks.

This response was awarded 3 marks as 3 valid examples.
Donating to charity (1).
Offering support to someone in need (1).
Not costing [charging] someone interest (1).

Don't make it more difficult than it is.
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Question 2 (b)

This question required knowledge of Muslim beliefs about capital punishment. It was judged
to be of moderate difficulty and proved to be the most difficult of the b questions. The mean
mark was 2/ 4 and the most common mark was 2/4. Approximately one fifth of all the
candidates gained full marks by consideration of the Qur'anic teaching or the Sunnah of the
Prophet. Conversely approximately a fifth gained 0 marks. Many candidates adopted a
‘hedging their bets’ approach. One belief considered that it should be accepted, often based
on evidence from the Qur’an. The second proposed that it should be rejected based on the
idea that to 'kill one it is as though you killed all of mankind'. This was in spite of the fact that
this source of authority includes the idea that exceptions can be made for law and justice.

This response illustrates the work of a candidate who provided two simple beliefs in support
of capital punishment. It illustrates the importance of developing reasons to maximise
marks.

This response was awarded 2 marks as 2 simple beliefs.
It should only be used when completely necessary (1).
It can be used for crimes against God (1).

Development is key.
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This response was included as an example of the work of a candidate achieving full marks.

This response was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed beliefs.
Capital punishment is acceptable for the most serious of crimes (1).
For example, those who commit murder, adultery or apostacy (1).
Capital punishment allows for a safe and stable society (1), because
it deters others from committing those crimes (1).

Concise development.

22GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2C



Question 2 (c)

This question is focused on the Muslim beliefs that those who offend should be forgiven.
This was, rather surprisingly, judged to be an easy question. Three quarters of all candidates
scored either 4 or 5 marks from a possible 5 marks, only one in twenty failed to gain any
marks. Of those who did well the most common reasons offered referred to the nature of
Allah as all-forgiving with the idea that Muslims should follow his example, the idea that
forgiveness earns reward from Allah on judgement day and the belief that all have sinned
and deserve a second chance. Many considered the significance of repentance and reform as
part of forgiveness.

This question focuses on the need for Muslims to forgive offenders, many candidates
answered very strongly. This response is included as it references a source of authority from
the hadith, rather than the Qur'an. There are many hadith with a similar theme so this was
accepted as a paraphrase.
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This response was awarded 5 marks for 2 developed reasons and a
source of authority.

If you forgive it will come back to you and it will be rewarded (1). The
Hadith states 'If you do not forgive others, Allah will not forgive you'.
(1) This warns Muslims that in order for good to come their way they
should also do good to others (1).
As humans people make mistakes due to human nature (1). It is
unfair to judge people and not give them a chance to reform (1).

If it says Hadith it must come from the Hadith.
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This response references the most commonly used source of authority, 'If the enemy inclines
towards peace, then you must also incline towards peace' (Surah 8:161).

This response was awarded 5 marks as 2 developed reasons and a
source of authority.

In the Qur'an it says that God forgives sinners (1), humans should
similarly forgive those who have wronged them (1).
Prophet Muhammad is a role model to Muslims (1), he forgave his
enemies (1). 'If the enemy inclines towards peace, then you must
also incline towards peace for your reward will be with Allah' (Surah
8:161) (1).

The additional phrase added to the quotation is inaccurate but the
quote can be credited as establishing the point.
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Use what you know.
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Question 2 (d)

This question is focussed on the actions Muslim individuals and groups take to end crime.
The question was judged to be of moderate difficulty. The most common mark was 5/12
though a tenth of candidates did not attempt an answer or gained 0 marks. Candidates
achieving 5 marks for this question could offer simply developed reasoning on both sides of
the debate but often failed to give a conclusion. Those who did well in the question tended to
suggest ideas like 'Allah created a peaceful world', peace is essential to strengthen the
ummah, and to allow children to have stable, happy childhoods. Some used the work of
Mosaic and the Muslim Chaplains Association with young offenders. A small number of
candidates thought the question referred to gainful employment and the world of work and
therefore failed to answer the question.

This candidate answered the question on the benefits of having a job. This implied that if
Muslims were unemployed they are likely to turn to crime and if only they got a job the crime
rate would go down.
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This response was awarded 0 marks. No valid ideas and no evidence of
Muslim teachings.

Link the question to what you learned.
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This response is included as an example of a Level 3 response. The candidate considers both
sides of the argument providing developed reasoning on both sides. This is followed by an
attempt to judge the quality of the arguments in favour contrasted with the arguments
against. This is used to a limited degree in the conclusion.
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This response was awarded Level 3.

The candidate deconstructs religious information to some degree,
pointing out the flaws in the arguments and the relative strengths and
weakness. The conclusion in this example of a 7 is rather stronger as it
at least takes into account the body of evidence previously presented.
To improve further it would require rather more rigourous appraisal
and a more robust justification in the conclusion.

Chains of reasoning are valuable.
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Question 3 (a)

The question concerns the purposes of Sawm for Muslims. This was judged to be an easy
question with a mean mark of 2/3 and most candidates scoring 3 marks. More than a tenth
of all candidates either did not answer the question or failed to gain any marks. The main
issue for those who failed to gain marks was that they did not know the meaning of the word.
Some answered as though it was referring to Salah rather than fasting. Some who didn't
know what the word meant resorted to generic responses, some of these had to be credited
because they applied to Sawm even though this was almost by accident. Those who
answered it well suggested ideas such as a time for spiritual renewal, it fulfils Allah's
command in the Qur'an, it completes one of the Five pillars/Ten Obligatory Acts.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who failed to gain marks.
None of the purposes suggested apply specifically to sawm.

This response was awarded 0 marks, no valid purposes.

Learn key words in Arabic and English.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks for
this question.

This response was awarded 3 marks as 3 valid purposes.
To teach self restraint (1).
It makes Muslims appreciative (1).
To spiritually get closer to God (1).

Distinguish a purpose from a teaching or example.
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Question 3 (b)

This question considers the purpose of the Ten Obligatory Acts for Shi'a Muslims. This was
judged to be of moderate difficulty. It had a mean mark of 3/4 and the most common mark
awarded was 4. More than a tenth of candidates failed to answer or gained 0 marks. For
those who struggled the most common problem continues to be the confusion between the
Ten Obligatory Acts which, as the name suggests, are things Muslims have to do and the Five
Roots of Usul-Al-Din which are things Muslims have to believe.

Those who did well often chose one of two methods to address the question. Some
considered the body of the Ten Obligatory Acts as a whole suggesting reasons such as they
act as a guide to the Muslim life or they encourage Shi'a muslims to fulfil the wishes of Allah.
Others focused on individual Acts explaining the purpose of an example, such as Zakah. Both
were accepted.

This response is included as an example of the confusion some candidates show between
the Ten Obligatory Acts and the Five Roots of Usul-al-Din.
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This response was awarded 2 marks, for one developed purpose.

Zakah allows Shi'a Muslims to give a percentage of their wealth to
the needy (1). It teaches Shi'a Muslims not to be greedy (1).

The second paragraph considers belief in the prophets which is not
one of the Obligatory Acts so could not be credited.

Actions are doing words.
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This response is included as an example of the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed purposes.
They teach them how to live good lives (1). They believe following all
ten acts will please allah (1).
They allow Shi'a Muslims to help the needy (1). They contain Zakah
for community causes and helping the less fortunate (1).

Consider the test of life.

36GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2C



Question 3 (c)

This question concerned the challenges a person may face when attending Hajj. It was rated
as moderately difficult with a mean score of 3/5 and, in common with all the c questions on
the paper, a most common score of 4. Similarly to every question on the paper a significant
proportion of candidates either did not attempt the question or gained no marks. Of those
who did well the most common challenge considered was the cost, this was closely followed
by the physical difficulties caused by completing the pilgrimage in desert conditions. Of those
who struggled the most common approach was to explain what Hajj is and it's spiritual
significance rather than focus on the challenges attending Hajj may bring. Many candidates
struggled to suggest an appropriate source of authority.

The work of this candidate was included to illustrate the difficulty faced by some candidates
in suggesting an appropriate source of authority.
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This candidate was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed challenges with
no source of authority.

One challenge is the struggle of Greater Jihad (1). It is such a
powerful experience it can bring about lots of inner conflict (1).
Another is finding the money to attend Hajj (1). As Hajj is one of the
five pillars it is strongly advised to be attended by every Muslim (1).

Simple quotes are key.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who achieved full marks. The
candidate went to some lengths to include a source of authority but succeeded in the end.
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This response was awarded 5 marks for 2 developed reasons with a
source of authority.

It may not become a personal experience (1). Millions of people
attend Hajj pilgrimage at Mecca and Muslims may feel a loss of
personal connection to Allah (1).
It may be dangerous (1). The quote 'Pilgrimage is a duty' (Surah
3:97) (1), shows Allah expects Muslims to complete Hajj at least once
in their lives but it can lead to injuries due to the mass amounts of
people (1).

Consider the key words in the question.
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Question 3 (d)

This question considered the significance of celebration in Islam, with specific reference to Id.
No particular festival was specified giving candidates the option to consider the purpose of
celebration in general or to link this to a named celebration.

It was assessed as of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 6/12 as did 1d. The most
common mark was 8 which again is identical to 1d. This suggests they were marked to a
comparable standard. As has been evident throughout the paper more than one tenth of all
candidates failed to gain a mark, either because they chose not to answer it or because they
gained 0 marks for their efforts. Most candidates were aware that Id festivals include
Id-ul-Adha and Id-ul-Fitr, some also mentioned Id-ul-Ghadeer. Those who did well contrasted
the celebration of Id festivals with other Muslim activities such as the five daily prayers or
attending Hajj, often pointing out that these are part of the Five Pillars, unlike Id. Those who
found it more difficult often tried to compare how one festival, perhaps Id-ul-Adha was a
better way of showing love of Allah than another, often Id-ul-Ghadeer, which is more a
commemoration than a celebration. This proved difficult since, in the end, both are examples
of Id celebrations. Some candidates also misread the question and answered it by
considering whether festivals showed Allah's love of Muslims more than other practices. This
proved a very difficult way to gain marks, though some managed to redeem themselves.
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This response is included as an example of a borderline Level 2 candidate.

42GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2C



This response was awarded level 2, 4 marks, SPG 3 marks.

This response gained 4 marks because of the very simple development
evident in the agree argument when the candidate suggests that
celebrating Id together with loved ones makes everyone happy and
their happiness makes Allah happy. Much of the rest of the response is
firmly rooted in Level 1. The attempted judgement of the quality of first
argument could not be credited since saying something is weak
because it cannot be backed up by more evidence says little about the
quality of the argument and more about about a lack of knowledge
and understanding of the candidate.

There were no issues with spelling, punctuation or grammar.

Be careful what you criticise.
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This response was included as an example of a candidate performing at the top of Level 2.
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This response was awarded Level 2, 6 marks, SPG 3 marks.

The candidate provided a well developed argument in support of Id as
the best way to show love of Allah. The alternative view is offered by
developed arguments in support of both Zakah and prayer as the best
way to show love of Allah. Whilst the conclusion is weak the arguments
for both sides were of equal value, so it is consistent for the candidate
to declare it a personal topic for individual Muslims.

The response fulfilled Level 2 by showing sound understanding of
religion and belief with connections between some elements of the
question. There is evidence of a Level 3 chain of reasoning in the agree
argument. The lack of judgement and appraisal, demonstrated by the
weak conclusion, are not in keeping with a Level 3 response. As a best-
fit solution the candidate was awarded Level 2, 6 marks.

There were no issues with spelling, punctuation or grammar.

Judgement for Level 3.
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Question 4 (a)

This question focuses on Muslim teachings about conflict. It was judged to be an easy
question and with a mean mark of 2/3 and the most common mark of 3 was achieved by
many candidates. Nevertheless a tenth of candidates gained 0 marks. Those who did well
suggested teachings such as conflict should be avoided and conflict is acceptable to defend
Islam. For those who struggled this often seemed to reflect time constraints rather than a
lack of knowledge.

This response was included to reflect the work of a candidate who failed to gain full marks.

This response was awarded 1 mark as one simple teaching.

Conflict isn't allowed unless you are protecting Islam (1).

This could easily have been developed to score 2 marks:
Conflict isn't allowed (1).
You can fight to protect Islam (1).

Use what you know.
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This response was included to reflect the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

This response was awarded 3 marks as 3 valid teachings.
It must have a justified reason (1).
It must be a last resort (1).
Muslims should not start a conflict (1).

Brief but distinctly different.
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Question 4 (b)

This question focuses on the possibility that a Just War may not be possible today. It was
judged to be of moderate difficulty. The responses provided gave a mean mark of 2/4 the the
most common mark awarded was 4/4. Rather more candidates than is common for this
paper either failed to score or did not attempt the question. This may be due, in part, to the
fact that by section 4 some candidates are struggling with time management and may
choose to spend the remaining time on questions where they feel more confident. Almost all
the candidates who attempted the question correctly asserted that the presence of nuclear
weapons made a just war unlikely. This was due to the likelihood of killing non-combatants or
the issue of proportionality.

The work of this candidate is included to illustrate the work of a candidate who struggled to
provide a second reason why a Just War may not be possible today. This was a common
response with almost a quarter of all candidate gaining 2 marks.

The response was awarded 2 marks for 1 developed reason.

Nuclear weapons kill everything around them (1), and destroy cities
(1).

The idea of a long lasting effect on the environment could have been
developed into a second developed reason by considering the earth as
Allah's creation.

Make the most of your ideas.
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This response was included as an example of a candidate who achieved full marks for this
question.

This response was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed reasons.
During war countries may use nuclear weapons (1), which effect
those who are innocent (1).
Some countries may not start a war for protection (1), but for greedy
reasons such as wanting more land (1).

Learn the Just War criteria.
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Question 4 (c)

This question convered Muslim teachings concerning the importance of peace. It was judged
to be of moderate difficulty with a mean mark of 3/4, the most common mark was 4. Roughly
one tenth of the candidates gained 0 marks whilst one fifth gained full marks. There are
many well-supported teachings concerning peace in Islam. Credit was not given for those
who suggested 'Islam means peace'. Whether it does or not is under debate, but, even if it
does, this is not a teaching even if a candidate says 'Muslims are taught that Islam means
peace'. Islam is not a pacifist religion so it is difficult to justify this as the meaning of Islam.
The Qur'an does refer to paradise as an 'abode of peace' (Surah 10:25) and as a 'House of
peace' (Surah 6:127) so these were accepted, even if used somewhat out of context.

This response was included to illustrate the effect of using a source of authority as a
development. In order for a source of authority to merit the additional mark it must be linked
to a developed teaching. In this example the source of authority is linked to a simple
teaching. It therefore functions as the development of the initial teaching.
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This response was awarded 4 marks for 2 developed reasons with no
source of authority.

Allah said we should have peace wherever it is possible (1). 'Make
peace' (Surah 8:61) (1).
The only reason for conflict should be to restore peace (1). If there is
no peace the world will be in total chaos (1).

Sources of authority belong with developed reasons.
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This response demonstrates the work of a candidate achieving full marks for this question.
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This response was awarded 5 marks for 2 developed teachings with a
source of authority.

Peace should always be chosen if it is available (1), to create
harmony in the world (1). It says 'If the enemy inclines towards
peace then you should also incline towards peace.' (Surah 8:61) (1).
Peace should be brought to those oppressed (1). Islam is founded
on peace and this should be maintained and passed on (1).

Quotes can be anywhere in a developed reason.
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Question 4 (d)

This response considers the ethical issues involved in the possession of weapons of mass
destruction. It was rated as a moderately difficult question with a mean mark of 4/12, the
most commonly awarded mark was 5. In keeping with the rest of the paper more than one
tenth of all candidates either did not attempt the question or gained no marks.

Many candidates appeared to relish this question tackling the benefits of having weapons of
nuclear destruction for the purposes of protection and deterrence against the benefits of a
total ban on the possession of such weapons. Where ethical arguments were explicitly
employed they tended to involve utilitarianism where possessing such weapons could do the
greatest good for the greatest number and/or situation ethics when the morality of the
situation depends on all the factors that impact the decision. Those who struggled tended to
ignore the 'No' at the start of the question and offered a response based on nuclear weapons
and good/bad. In that context a number of candidates proposed that Muslims may use them
to defend Islam though with no evidence to support this view.

A significant number of more able candidates struggled to give a philosophical argument
whilst remaining within the confines of the question rubric. Such candidates generally
attributed the ethical arguments to humanists, indeed, it appeared that only humanists could
support ethical views. Since humanists are atheists these could not be accepted. Candidates
should note that it is perfectly possible for a Muslim to support a philosophical view such as
situation ethics or utilitarianism.

The work of this candidate provides an example of the performance expected at the lower
end of Level 2. The candidate's argument essentially becomes either no country has weapons
of mass destruction or every country has them. The Level 2 was awarded on the basis of
some simple development evident in the arguments, lifting the performance from what is
otherwise a basic for/against/conclusion.
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This response was awarded Level 2, 4 marks. The candidate makes
some superficial connections between some elements of the question,
evident in the simple development. However there is no evidence of
judgement or appraisal. The conclusion, though consistent with the
body of the work, cannot be described as justified.

Conclusions are important.
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This response was included to illustrate the effective use of philosophical arguments as
required by the question.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2, 7 marks.

The candidate gave well developed arguments for both sides of the
argument and included philosophical perspectives without suggesting
that they were somehow outside and separate to Muslim thinking. The
initial attempt at judgement was of no value since saying it's a good
argument because there is lots of evidence to support it doesn't
address the quality of the arguments offered, just the volume. The
critique of the alternative view was of more value since it used the
utilitarian argument to suggest that this could be abused by corrupt
governments.

The conclusion was also rather disappointing. It may be very clear to
the candidate that no country should have weapons of mass
destruction however the purpose of an evaluative conclusion is to
demonstrate why it is so clear and obvious.

On balance the elements of Level 3 performance were not enhanced
by robust judgement and evaluation and the response was given 7
marks.

To evaluate ask yourself 'Why?'
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Paper Summary

More candidates appeared to have gaps in their knowledge, with more questions not
attempted and evidence of lower understanding of specifically Islamic words, for example
Lesser Jihad. This is likely to be due to external factors, principally the missed learning during
Covid disruption, when these candidates would have been preparing for this examination.

The paper appeared to have a similar balance in terms of the ability of candidates to
previous years with some very strong candidates and some very weak ones, though it
remains true that more questions were not attempted at all by comparison to 2019.

It was pleasing to see, particularly in 1d and 3d, that a number of candidates had begun to
make an effort to make judgements of the quality of the arguments offered. Sadly, this was
rarely continued into an evaluative conclusion with many candidates reverting to a personal
opinion rather than considering the weight of the evidence.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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