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Introduction

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies 2024

Religious Studies B - Beliefs in Action

Paper 2: Area of Study 2 - Religion, Peace and Conflict
Option 2B - Christianity

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall GCSE award. The paper includes four questions,
each covers a section within the specification, candidates are expected to answer all four
questions, there is no element of choice on the paper. The details of the assessment content
are provided in the specification. Centres are expected to use the Edexcel specification rather
than other published resources when planning and teaching the course content.
Examination questions are set using the specification.

This paper allows an in-depth study of Christianity as a lived religion within the United
Kingdom, its beliefs and teachings on life. Specifically, it allows a study of Crime and
Punishment and Peace and Conflict. These are issues that are increasingly relevant in the
lives of young people today. Thus, this paper engages the interest of candidates, as it
addresses these issues from a Christian perspective.

Note:
Assessment Objective(s) — AO

SPaG —Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. Marks are available for SPaG on Questions
(Q)01(d) and Q03(d)
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs.
Bullet point 1.6 - Christian eschatology .

The question asked was:

Outline three Christian beliefs about eschatology .

The candidates needed to provide beliefs about eschatology. These beliefs could be the
beliefs of any Christian denomination, they did not have to be biblical. Thus, there was a wide
range of possible answers.

This question was accessible: it allowed candidates to show their understanding of
eschatology and what it means for Christians. Most candidates were able to refer to heaven
and hell. Less-able candidates did not know what eschatology was. It is important that
candidates are familiar with all the specialist terminology used in the specification.
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The candidate is given 0 marks.

One mark is given for each accurate teaching identified and written in a sentence.

1 (a) Outline three Christian beliefs about eschatology.
(3)

.QQ&.‘...Q.Mi.ﬁti.aﬂ.......nﬂli.ﬁ_.j.....,.ﬂb,m.ut.,..,.,...ﬁ&&.mtnln%....?13........1‘.!}....,ne.l.p..atm.-
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Y &{ ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This candidate guesses answers incorrectly — they may not know what
eschatology means.

Total: 0 marks

" V ResultsPlus
\4

| Examiner Tip
Candidates should read the questions carefully; this will ensure they
give the information the mark scheme requires.

This candidate writes three sentences outlining Christian belief about eschatology.

They receive one mark for each outline.
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1 (a) Outline three Christian beliefs about eschatology.
(3)

One. Velge s trae Cunstians will @ 1o Heawen s o

AngHARC U IS (arstans wille exueced A
........ tnal. euer . Chastowas... Ccateuies). will go.fo. .

<&< ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments
The candidate writes three brief sentences outlining three beliefs.

e One belief is that Christians will go to heaven (1)
¢ Another belief is that Christians will be resurrected (1)
e Final belief is Christians (Catholics) will go to purgatory (1)

Total: 3 marks

~
P
Pl a1

M4\ ResultsPlus
\_}

) Examiner Tip

Candidates should make sure they have three distinct sentences.
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.2 - The creation of the universe and of humanity

The question asked was:

Explain two different ways the biblical accounts of Creation may be understood.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two ways are required, and
both need to be developed to receive the maximum 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a
qguote, or examples. The development must be linked to the ways given and to the question
asked.

This question elicited good answers about the metaphorical and literal understandings of the
biblical account. Most candidates knew these, although some described the six days of
creation and gained much lower marks.
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(b) Explain two different ways the biblical accounts of Creation may be understood.
(4)

.......... WLubcmmumwwmbeww;m;umwfmwﬂmnw
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<&< ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response receives 4 marks for two developed ways.

e One liberal interpretation is that Genesis is just a story (1)

e Developed by: about God's power (1)

e Fundamentalist Christians may understand the Creation story as
fact (1)

e Developed by: this means they wouldn't believe in evolution (1)

Total: 4 marks

N
e

M4\ ResultsPlus
\_/

) Examiner Tip

Teachers should refer to the specification for possible questions.
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This response gains 4 marks: it shows that candidates should write in two separate
paragraphs. However, the candidate has written too much.

When candidates have given two answers and crossed out the first, examiners mark the
replacement answer.

(b) Explain two different ways the biblical accounts of Creation may be understood.
(4)

9% tosy  he gecoof OS credtion. . ma j Lo unkest
_. Rw’lu‘u&% s s B b&\mé Aht ek did hake
Mg e & > hiys gh hoall e Sy Christinng
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p / ResultsPlus
/'--.'; Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed beliefs.

e One way the account of creation may be understood is literally (1)
e Developed by: This is the belief that God did make the world in 7
days (1)

The extra written material is not needed

¢ Additionally, some Christians would understand it to be
metaphorical (1)

e Developed by: This is the idea that God still made everything
however not as the Book of Genesis said (1)

The extra written material is not needed.

Total: 4 marks
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.8 - Divergent solutions offered to the problem of evil and suffering.
The question asked was:

Explain two theoretical solutions to the problem of evil used by Christians.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two solutions were required,
and both were needed to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
qguote) or an example. The development must relate both to the solution given and to the
question asked.

If the development is not about the question even if it relates to the reason given it will gain
no marks. Frequently candidates write ‘and this is in the Bible and the Bible is the word of
God', this (usually) does not answer the question and therefore receives no marks.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development, it does not gain a second mark as the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

e The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

¢ |f the candidate states that itis in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John -
then this can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the
correct book.

¢ If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase
can have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

e If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to
them, it is not awarded.
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This response is given 0 marks out of 5.

(c) Explain two theoretical solutions to the problem of evil used by Christians.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

one. Precretcdl) soluront o \e\p e
pronwdlom af el S Aheoudin Supeory
groues. o Shacikies 8 .Such. 08 ¥R
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives no accurate material.

The response does not refer to theoretical solutions - this is required
by the question so it cannot be credited.

Total: 0 marks

N\

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Candidates must learn sources of wisdom and be able to use them
accurately and in context.
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(c) items are point marked

(c) items can be given 5 marks: 2 for each reason, 2 for the development of each reason and
1 for an accurate source that relates to the reason given.

(c) Explain two theoretical solutions to the problem of evil used by Christians.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

- 0N Heorghaa) SoHon . the. AmbIEM O EMILIS. M. Vole, Of. Soul Mg, 4 the. ...
-Idea. thot. svf feang, bullds Seogn.. The. BibIE. Stales. 'SUEGANG. PRAMCES. PUstDIe
This. 2aeMPLEES that. Prilosapner. Tohn. itk benened God, gaue. numans Suffeing.and.......
SAILAD. B8 SYRDGHEO DG ...
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AN SNICH. LXEIGNS ) GO SUERRANG

a\

iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons, using a source.

e One theoretical solution is the vale of soul-making (1)

e Developed by: The idea that suffering brings strength (1)

A source is used:

e Suffering produces perseverance (1)

e Another theoretical solution is the Fall (1)

e Developed by: Humanity was cursed with original sin, which
explains evil and suffering (1)

Total: 5 marks
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M4\ ResultsPlus
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| Examiner Tip
The source of wisdom may be given as a recognisable paraphrase.
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Question 1 (d)
The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items.

The candidates are being assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and
belief, including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.4 - The last days of Jesus' life.

The question asked:

“The resurrection of Jesus is essential for Christians to understand the person of Jesus.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against .

In your response you must:

e refer to Christian teachings
e reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to
give a non-religious response. Candidates who gave a non-religious view had this part of the
answer ignored.

Better candidates recognised that this was a statement that should have led to a discussion
of Christology and what events/teachings best show the person of Jesus.

Those candidates who focussed on the resurrection as an event found it difficult to gain
marks.

This year there was a new mark scheme for (d) questions. Teachers who are not familiar with
it should access the training materials on the Edexcel website.

(d) items are levels marked, they are not point marked.

In (d) questions the statement asks candidates to consider the arguments for and against
and reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of the
arguments used/appraisal to gain the higher grades.
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In this question, 3 of the marks awarded will be for your spelling,
punctuation and grammar and your use of specialist terminology.

~ ¥(d) “The resurrection of Jesus is essential for Christians to understand the person
' of Jesus”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
« refer to Christian teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0O 2B 16
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\?’ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has been given Level 3, 7 marks, which is the lowest
mark in Level 3 because:

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to reach Level 3
however not all the demands of the level descriptor are met.

The answer gave:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning
to discuss different points of view

It needed reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion to get a higher Level
3.

SPaG is given 2 marks, because it meets intermediate level descriptors

e Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy.
e Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of meaning
overall.

Please note handwriting is not part of the SPaG mark.
Question: 7 marks

SPaG: 2 marks

Total: 9 marks

GCSE Religious Studies B TRBO 2B 18



*(d) “The resurrection of Jesus is essential for Christians to understand the person
of Jesus” Las Tnppes
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Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. @< Crucijixion
1
In your response you must: R A S & o N

- refer to Christian teachings adena it
reach a justified conclusion.

(15)

WMMMM 2 A Wodh Comar. o
Myt ARk W e ok ha
O A, bl e Gacknskad ity Aes_Ipdoctg:

BSOS "ML Kible  The wad.. leecone. ﬁakmrm&
ks s 8 . Mong th . A v e o RO M2 adovnt. Goeld
oy Feruy
MW,MW;&mhg%Wwwmm .........
o 0a B umare had Moo cppechasily.to. et
God anth.. Yot amd Ao S ST 00 vose 0@

v

19 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B



A

SoeAL Unifhioee. Mewy | AR e

tram.—chrf.nmuaéj .......... MSWW'W"*
Mook Yvsua K oW ons Mo 30w, A 1t wonst T ke

WMWWTMMhMMVWFQ Madng... e NadX. hugpss,
Ferwa. oo lecen hm@.@tkﬁwsduwh.
L W o Com  in '

kﬂkﬁM&mkmgxhémﬂ’Gnm AEa.LA

S Bble, gy T ocsg 9 Mﬂjmdyxymhmﬂ %

whila COTITRD. 0 TR, aadeein.. Was e wl%d.mdkﬁ . eoat o Lo
oM g WD Y o STy an it o g MoYalo gl
Ut ol fend Aes?  ImAgn Sacaps cing (/2 For Wit letiven,

Qo ans. sl golkaed.. 2400000, AT gO0A... DAL MOGA- Doch... AR (2. Moz P20l
0Lt b oLl Laitrt R Wt ot T A comu on , ¢ Eo didag~Le
pmm{ Ftaw '’ ae ,unﬂcxbla t onck wnhat ke MWWWW,
o Laovmng Cedabooin .. lpatssRan. s sas...0noh.. (ach .. Ok ok corae... 210%a.........
yeopw in Mm*b_

(Total for Question 1 = 27 marks)
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< ! Result<Plus
Examiner Comments

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to be given a mark in
Level 4, 10 marks, at the bottom of the range of marks because some
of the demands of the level descriptor are met.

The response demonstrated:

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
thorough understanding of religion and belief. This leads to reasoned
judgements

To get higher marks it needed to support judgements by the appraisal
of arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with
the analysis

SPaG was given 3 marks, in this example, because:

e They spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy.
e They use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.
e They use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate

Question: 10 marks
SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 13 marks

\ Examiner Tip
Candidates should ensure they take opportunities to assess and
analyse the validity of the evidence used in their arguments.
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment
Bullet point 2.3 - Christian teachings about good, evil and suffering.
The question asked was:

Outline three Christian beliefs about why people suffer.

The Christian beliefs could include anything about why people suffer. There was a wide range
of correct answers.

(a) items are point marked - 'Outline' requires three outlined beliefs.

2 (a) Outline three Christian beliefs about why people suffer.

N / ResultsPlus
/'-—-.‘: Examiner Comments

This candidate receives 1 mark for an accurate belief:
e They have done a bad deed (1)
There are no other beliefs given.

It does not make any difference whether a candidate uses bullet points
or not.

s ResultsPlus
D

Examiner Tip
Candidates should record each sentence separately. This helps them
know that they have written three outlines
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(a) items are point marked - 'Outline' requires three outlined beliefs in sentences.

2 (a) Outline three Christian beliefs about why people suffer.

Q«aﬁ-ﬂlregas ..... dug. }Qf)dw?

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate writes three sentences each outlining one belief:

e One belief is due to poverty (1)
e Another belief is depression (1)
e Finally, another belief is drugs (1)

Total: 3 marks

ffl \-

W4\ ResultsPlus
\J

Examiner Tip
An outline must be more than one word, or item of knowledge.
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment
Bullet point 2.1 - Christian attitudes towards justice.

The question asked was:

Explain two Christian beliefs about the nature of justice.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two beliefs are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

In this question, most candidates were able to show knowledge of Christian teachings about
beliefs regarding the nature of justice, recognising that it was about what justice is. However,
some candidates did not recognise the vocabulary used and, as such, gained fewer marks.

Candidates should be familiar with the terminology used in the specification because these
words will be used in examination questions. There were also several candidates who
referred to punishment, and if this was not development of justice it was not credited.

(b) items are point marked - Two developed beliefs are required.

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for beliefs and 2 for the development of each
belief.

(b) Explain two Christian beliefs about the nature of justice.

________ Lcistions eelae. Wb \uaSiCe @cwnbs o o
......... o S2ON . damnee. B0 e O slve.ondh B ...
SRR €OrGIVONSS om0 d, . Oncistions . oko oo Gak
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........ f%co&wb@%mvgwh&m oan SV,

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B 24



.-IIII\ —
ﬂR&suﬂsﬁm
Examiner Comments
This response gives one developed belief.

The beginning of the response does not answer the question.

e Justice protects the victim (1)
e Developed by: The victim may feel comforted (1)

Total: 2 marks

-
P
Lt

M4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

It helps to write answers that divide into 2 paragraphs, each containing
a belief and a development.

v
(b) Explain two Christian beliefs about the nature of justice.

(4)
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

The candidate receives 4 marks for two developed beliefs.
First belief:

e Justice is treating people fairly (1)
e Developed by: Such as having the same rights (1)

There is some vague/inaccurate material about ‘God’ in here, which is
ignored

Second belief:

e Christians believe in restorative justice (1)
e Developed by: And bring together the criminal and the victim...
achieve forgiveness (1)

Total: 5 marks

s ResultsPlus
LD

Examiner Tip

A source can be accepted as a development of a reason.
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Crime and Punishment

Bullet point 2.8 - Christian attitudes towards the death penalty.
The question asked was:

Explain two different Christian attitudes towards the death penalty.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two attitudes are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. They must also correctly use a source of
wisdom in their answer which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the attitude given
in the answer: this is the 5th mark.

In this question most candidates were able to show different Christian attitudes towards the
death penalty - they realised that this required two different Christian attitudes towards the
death penalty as responses. No marks were given for repetition of the same attitude but with
a different reason.

(c) items are point marked.
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(c) Explain two different Christian attitudes to the use of the death penalty.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

You o nok Wi\ onleSS (S Sesious
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.". Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two different Christian attitudes to the use of the
death penalty. They do not use the source they give as part of their
reasoning — it is simply tagged on the end of the paragraph.

e One Christian attitude to the use of the death penalty is that it's not
needed (1)

The next information is too vague to credit.
e Developed by: Jesus taught...to forgive (1)
The quote given is not linked to forgiveness.

e Another Christian attitude to the death penalty is that it should be
used (1)
e Developed by: If someone has murdered someone’s son (1)

Total: 4 marks

ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip
Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the
specification in order to achieve higher grades.
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(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for attitudes, 2 for the development of each attitude
and 1 for an accurate source that relates to the attitude given.

() Explain two different Christian attitudes to the use of the death penaity.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(S)
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This candidate receives 5 marks.

e Some Christians may disagree with the death penalty (1)
e Developed by: Because they believe in forgiveness (1)

The next sentence is too vague to be credited as a source.

e Some Christians may agree (1)
e Developed by: Whatever someone commits should happen back to
them (1)

A source is then used:
e An eye for an eye a tooth for a tooth (1)

Total: 5 marks

7\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
The source must be relevant and used as part of the candidate's

reasoning.
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Question 2 (d)

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the (d) items.

As explained in the specification this means:

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.
AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark on the paper.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of
the arguments used/appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced
excellent answers giving reasons for and against but did not evaluate the credibility of the
argument. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting
candidates' progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and marks are given using ‘best fit" according to the levels
descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Crime and Punishment
Bullet point 2.4 - Christian attitudes towards punishment

The question asked was:

“Society must punish people who do wrong.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

e refer to Christian teachings
e reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that candidates were not required to give non-religious or ethical views. If they
referred to non-religious or ethical viewpoints this part of their answer was ignored.

Candidates who did well recognised that this was about the use of punishment and its value
to society. They were able to expand answers with teachings, examples and quotations and
then assess the value of their arguments.

If teachers are unaware of the changes to the question (d) levels mark scheme, they should
look at the resources available on the Edexcel website.
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(d) “Society must punish people who do wrong.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:

«  refer to Christian teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This response reaches Level Two, 4 marks because t he answer did not
meet some of the demands of the level descriptor.

The answer gave:

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some arguments to discuss
different points of view, underpinned by very limited understanding of
religion and belief.

It needed more understanding of religion and belief and simple
judgements to achieve a higher Level 2.

Total: 4 marks

& ResultsPlus
KL

Examiner Tip
There are many different ways to answer (d) items and gain marks: a
template will not assure good marks.
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This response reaches Level 3, 9 marks, which is the highest mark in Level 3 because the
answer meets all the demands of the level descriptor.

(d) “Society must punish people who do wrong”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
« refer to Christian teachings
+ reach a justified corlcluslon
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The response gives:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a sound
understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements, which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

To reach Level 4 it needs to give:

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
thorough understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with the
analysis.

Total: 9 marks

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Analysis of the reasons in their answer looks at their strengths and
weakness and gives reasons for them.
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life
Bullet point 3.5 - Christian religious celebrations.

The question asked was:

Outline three ways Christians may celebrate Christmas.

This question worked well, it highlighted whether candidates knew how Christmas was
celebrated. Most candidates were able to respond and give accurate answers. Any way a
Christian might celebrate was accepted: these did not have to be specifically religious.
However, some candidates did not know what Christmas was and these gained no marks

(a) items are point marked - there are 3 marks available.
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3 (a) Outline three ways Christians may celebrate Christmas.

cm\ormn7, QAER
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The candidate attempts to provides three correct answers, but they do
not provide outlines (sentences), they write a list. They receive 1 mark
for a list.

According to the mark scheme a list will only receive 1 mark if all three
answers are correct.

Total: 1 mark

’“ V \ ResultsPlus
\4

| Examiner Tip
Each reason needs to be given in its own standalone sentence,
otherwise it is not an outline. Sentences do not need to be more than
one line.
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(a) items are point marked

3 (a) Outline three ways Christians may celebrate Christmas.

(3)

JI'I\ —
\(/gResuitsPius
Examiner Comments
This candidate receives 3 marks.

Each mark is given for a way a Christian may celebrate Christmas
outlined in a sentence.

e One way Christians may celebrate Christmas is by exchanging gifts

(1)
e Another way is by enacting the nativity story (1)
e Another way is by going to church (1)

These are three sentences: three outlines.

Total: 3 marks

< ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip

Three separate sentences, each one in a new line, is a good idea!
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life
Bullet point 3.2 - The role of the sacraments in Christian life.

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why some Christians only celebrate two sacraments.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both must be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
guote) or an example. The development must link to the reason given and to the question
asked.

In this question candidates were asked to show knowledge and understanding about why
some denominations only recognise two sacraments. This could validly be developed with a
comparison to other denominations, but this was not required.

(b) items are point marked - Two developed reasons are required to receive maximum
marks.
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(b) Explain two reasons why some Christians only celebrate two sacraments.

(4)

%j ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 marks for reasons and 2
marks for the development of each reason.

This candidate gives one reason.
e They believe Jesus only celebrated two sacraments (1)
They give no other reasons.

Total: 1 mark

#
0\
f'f Y I|

M4\ ResultsPlus

\_} Examiner Tip

Examples linked to the reason given are a good form of development.
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(b) items are point marked - two developed teachings are required.

(b) Explain two reasons why some Christians only celebrate two sacraments.

43 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B



™,
\ !

N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 marks for reasons and 2
marks for the development of each reason.

Examiners must mark what the candidate writes rather than what they
might mean.

In this answer only the first paragraph was about the number of
sacraments celebrated.

e They only view Baptism and the Eucharist as valid (1)
e Developed by: Only celebrate two sacraments in order to go to
heaven (1)

The next paragraph is not about the number of sacraments.

Total: 2 marks

A\ ResultsPlus
—_

Examiner Tip
Writing reasons in separate paragraphs, one for each reason helps
candidates gain maximum marks.
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.8 - Divergent solutions offered to the problem of evil and suffering.
The question asked was:

Explain two theoretical solutions to the problem of evil used by Christians.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two solutions were required,
and both needed to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
guote) or an example. The development must relate both to the solution given and to the
question asked.

If the development is not about the question even if it relates to the reason given it will gain
no marks. Frequently candidates write ‘and this is in the Bible and the Bible is the word of
God', this (usually) does not answer the question and therefore gets no marks.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development, it does not gain a second mark as the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

e The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

¢ |f the candidate states that itis in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John -
then this can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the
correct book.

¢ If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase
can have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

e If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to
them, it is not awarded.

¢ |f a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to
them, it is not given marks.
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(c) Explain two reasons why Christians may use the Lord’s Prayer.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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N ﬁ{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This response receives 2 marks:

e One reason why Christians use the Lord's Prayer is because Jesus
taught the Lord's Prayer (1)
e Developed by: Follow the teachings of Jesus (1)

The second paragraph is not completed and gives no information.

Total: 2 marks

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for reasons, 2 for the development of each reason
and 1 for an accurate source that relates to the reason given.
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(c) Explain two reasons why Christians may use the Lord's Prayer.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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The candidate gives two developed reasons and uses a source as part
of their reasoning.

¢ One reason why Christians may use the Lord’s Prayer is Jesus said
we should (1)

A source is then used as part of the reasoning:

e This then is how you should pray (1)

e Developed by: He then declares the Lord’s prayer (1)

e Another reason why Christians may use the Lord’s Prayer is because
it asks for forgiveness (1)

There is then another source - but this is credited as a development.

e Forgive us our trespasses (1)

The extra development is not needed - maximum marks have already
been achieved.

Total: 5 marks

A\ ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip

Sources can be paraphrased; however, they must be recognisable.
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Question 3 (d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life
Bullet point 3.4 - Pilgrimage.

The question asked:

“It is important for all Christians to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

e refer to Christian teachings
e reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to
give a non-religious response. Any non-religious material within an answer was ignored.

Candidates who did well knew about the different views of Christians about pilgrimage in
general and were able to expand answers with information about Jerusalem. Candidates who
did less well compared Jerusalem with other places of pilgrimage and these tended to be
descriptive rather than analytical.

The candidate reaches Level 3, 7 marks which is the lowest mark in Level 3 because:

The answer gives sufficient accurate information to reach Level 3 at the bottom of the range
of marks because most of the demands of the level descriptor were not met.
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*(d) “It is important for all Christians to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

3 Jesvy  ent grnn
~ In your response you must: 3 & ’ e _,m fw:-z:
- refer to Christian teachings =5 Seintoal K, Aorar o bod

| (15)
SOW“' Cavshaans  wowld mﬂm wila L Hoe sdadement

@m QMO P\l.%»ﬂw'm e te.  Jewwsademn
pellors.... MA;.S -Mmpu A alw-t.:; '

e Pl oms uben Sews mmﬁ.lf&

- reach a justified conclusion.

B Lignafcont
) .Q ........... oad..... (W%% Jﬂ%
ade Vit Lot fﬂ&/r/ Mﬁ/ fu@
5,:1‘\‘: ... %(bmﬁy 4 (/f A histental dve. .
ot {—M/ Mk Teu. Lived ther
2003 jea/ﬁ c.@g.n owol -C[hd (Ah e GMM
m&haﬁi m‘. ucs.&hn& m«?r.l%nmmaﬁ
Ceicgans. — shoowldh —tie. Hoak oy 4o dovate te.
dnw’c@ a,wal myrm Sw-«.,e,d:,j pmm

gwﬁ hen _a Choichan . rﬁ(mkmbuf with bod-.
Tha b \ﬂemkc f:(?m neage . B SPL nNzﬂ/

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0O 2B 50



......... Chis ity te be
The szumdmayha,d{md&emuxﬁr we
..... WamMmefénmﬁmw
______ mewmmswymwo&,(&oém,{(
o Clayed .. N@hmhy ............. Wit God . Tnstead. ...
_____ Played o Chanch U 0f ot (oidd
be,m:d.emdqu‘mva&mé&‘MLtm
tuamght  Hhat  countr  to  God. Altheut,, . .
........ emaﬂgﬁ@ﬁmdm,maf;w,ﬂl
e@mwumutm%qomwmbwwm
Twmmwfmwg ............. A bwc@ ________ omd.... .

divive . (oahont . ownd  omdile N other .. 'p(af.é

Overlt, e st st cau

o be Comsidured
expwwawatﬂ . ,semmf}lmcw/{abmhlp(‘v

be  Vuilk  with  God  and albo  Lollaws the Gfe

...... (s s ok p o«wﬂ\/om/tw AW

51 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B




™,
I\\'.

< / ResultsPlus
/'--.'; Examiner Comments

The response reaches Level 3, 7 marks, because there is sufficient
accurate information to reach Level 3, but at the bottom of the range
of marks because most of the demands of the level descriptor are not
met.

There is:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning
to discuss different points of view.

SPaG was given 3 marks, in this example, because:

e They spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy.
e They use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.
e They use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.

Question: 7 marks
SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 10 marks

T\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates may write on the exam paper and cross out the elements

required. This may help them plan and ensure they meet all the
requirements of the question.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 2B 52



*(d) “It is important for all Christians to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must: ‘
« refer to Christian teachings I
+ reach a justified conclusion.
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The response reaches Level 4, 11 marks, which is the middle mark in
Level 4 because the answer meets most, but not all, of the demands of
the level descriptor.

The response gives:

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
thorough understanding of religion and belief. This leads to reasoned
judgements.

To receive higher marks it needed to support judgements by the
appraisal of arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is
consistent with the analysis.

SPaG is given3 marks in this example, because:

e They spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy.
e They use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.
e They use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.

Question: 11 marks
SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 14 marks

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates can extend their chain of reasoning by using development
such as examples, sources and explanations.
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Question 4 (a)
The question asked was:

Outline three Christian beliefs about peace.

The candidates needed to provide Christian beliefs about peace, which related to bullet 4.1 in
the specification. This elicited a wide range of correct responses. Candidates who gave
answers that were about conflict did not gain marks because they did not answer the
guestion.

(a) items are point marked.
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4 (a) Outline three Christian beliefs about peace.
(3)
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The candidate receives 2 marks: they give two beliefs, each outlined in
a sentence.

e Love thy neighbour (1)
e Turn the other cheek (1)

The last line was too vague to be credited.

Total: 2 marks

(A ResultsPlus

\_} Examiner Tip

Some candidates answer using a list, which is not an outline and thus
will only receive 1 mark according to the mark scheme.
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The candidate is given 3 marks.

They write three accurate outlines.

4 (a) Outline three Christian beliefs about peace.

(3)
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The candidate receives three marks: one mark for each Christian belief
about peace outlined in a sentence.

e Jesus promoted peace (1)

e Peacemakers on earth are blessed (1)

e We should be peaceful in order for society to work (1)

Total: 3 marks

#
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M4\ ResultsPlus
\_/

| Examiner Tip

Candidates should provide three full sentences to answer an (a) item.
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict

Bullet point 4.7 - Christian attitudes to weapons of mass destruction

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons Christians may oppose the use of weapons of mass destruction.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom
(a quote) or an example. The development must link to the reason given and to the question
asked.

In this question candidates were able to show why Christians are against the use of weapons
of mass destruction. Some candidates attempted reasons why their use is acceptable. These
candidates gained no marks because the question asked why they are opposed to their use .

(b) items are point marked - two developed reasons are required to gain 4 marks.
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(b) Explain two reasons Christians may oppose the use of weapons of
mass destruction.

(4)
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Examiner Comments
This candidate gives one accurate developed reason.

e They get concerned as a large number of innocent people (1)
e Developed by: They say life is given by God (1)

Total: 2 marks

.—"'_\I
e

5/ ResultsPlus
\_/ Examiner Tip
Candidates should ensure they read the secondary command word in
each question. In this case it is 'reasons'.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0O 2B 60



(b) Explain two reasons Christians may oppose the use of weapons of
mass destruction.
(4)
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The candidate gives two developed reasons, each is in its own
paragraph.

e One reason Christians may oppose the use of weapons of mass
destruction is because they are not loving (1)

The information that follows attempts to develop by discussing love,
but this does not answer the question and is ignored.

However, it is then developed by:

e Weapons of mass destruction are not loving as they kill many
people (1)

e Another reason Christians may oppose the use of weapons of mass
destruction is because they do not follow the just war theory (1)

Developed by:

e weapons of mass destruction are not proportional (1)

Total: 4 marks

T\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Candidates should try to vary their answers as much as possible to
avoid overlapping material.
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Question 4 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict

Bullet point 4.5 - Christian attitudes to the Just War theory

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why some Christians believe the Just War theory is important.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two' on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a quote/paraphrase) or an example. The
development must link to the reason given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development, it does not gain a second mark as the source

Most candidates were able to identify Christian reasons why the Just War theory is important.
A few candidates discussed Holy War or why the Just War theory is not important, and these
answers were not credited.

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for reasons, 2 for the development of each reason
and 1 for an accurate source that relates to the reason given.
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(c) Explain two reasons why some Christians believe the Just War theory
is important.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

N\

iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one accurate reason. They gain 1 mark. Much of
their answer is not about the Just War theory.

e One reason Christians believe in the Just War theory are it reduces
unnecessary damage to civilians (1)

Total: 1 mark

CTA\ ResultsPlus

\_} Examiner Tip

Candidates do not have to reference where a quote comes from. In
fact, if they get it wrong then they cannot receive marks for the quote.
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(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for reasons, 2 for the development of each reason
and one for an accurate source that relates to the reason given

This response shows that an answer that is divided into two paragraphs is easier to read.

(c) Explain two reasons why some Christians believe the Just War theory
is important.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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The candidate gives two developed reasons and makes use of a
source. They gain maximum marks.

e One reason is that it ensures no civilians are harmed (1)
e Developed by: Any unjust killing won't take place (1)

Use of source:

e Thou shall not kill (1)
e |t ensures the war can only take place if there is no other solution (1)
e Developed by: It is important to have an discussion before war (1)

Total: 5 marks

ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip
Candidates should not write 'a source of wisdom for this is' or worse,
SOWA: this means the source is not being used as part of the
reasoning in the question.
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Question 4 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,
including their significance and influence.

AQO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of the
arguments used / appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent
answers giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument .
Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting student’s
progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the
level descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Peace and Conflict
Bullet point 4.8 - Christian attitudes to issues surrounding conflict.
The question asked:

“Conflict always cause violence.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

o refer to Christian teachings
e refer to non-religious points of view
e reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that as required in the bullet point in the question candidates were required to
refer to non-religious points of view. If they did, not the maximum mark they could receive
was Level 2, 6 marks.

Ethical arguments were ignored because they were not asked for in the question

Candidates who did well were able to expand answers with evaluation. (d) questions are
good discriminators of achievement in Religious Studies.

(d) items are levels marked, they are not point marked.

This year there was a new mark scheme for (d) questions. Teachers who are not familiar with
it should access the training materials on the Edexcel website.
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The response reaches Level 2, 4 marks, which is the bottom mark in
Level 2 because:

The answer gives sufficient accurate information to reach Level 2 at the
bottom of the range of marks because some of the demands of the
level descriptor are met.

It used situation ethics, which could not be credited because it was not
asked for.

The answer gave:

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments
to discuss different points of view.

It needed more simple judgements that had some links to the analysis
to reach a higher Level 2.

Total: 4 marks

A ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip
Candidates should be familiar with the requirements in the level mark
scheme.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1TRBO 2B 70



The response reaches Level 3, 9 marks, which is the highest mark in Level 3 because the
answer met all the demands of the level descriptor.

(d) “Conflict always causes violence.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

+ refer to Christian teachings

« refer to non-religious points of view
- reach a justified conclusion.
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™,

N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

The response gives:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a sound
understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements, which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

To achieve higher marks it needed to support judgements by giving
more appraisal of arguments.

Total: 9 marks

ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip
Candidates should be encouraged to learn the whole of the
specification, so there are no gaps in their knowledge
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e Answer (a) items in outlines - this means they should write in full sentences

e Provide 3 sentences for (a) items, each should be on a separate line

e (b) items should have 2 developed reasons (not more than 2)

e development may be 1) examples 2) quotes 3) extra relevant material

e development must link to the reason given and the question set

e (c)items are similar to (b) items but use a source/quotation as a fifth element

e asource of wisdom may be a paraphrase but should be identifiable

e the source of wisdom must be linked to the reason given

e (d) items have a new mark scheme this year: candidates should be familiar with it
e (d) item responses must show AO2 skills

e (d) items must show an appraisal of the argument not simply rely on a set format
¢ l|evels descriptors must be used to mark (d) items
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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