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Introduction

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall GCSE award when combined with another area
of study. This paper is most frequently combined with Option 1C — Islam. The paper includes
four questions, each covers a section of the specification, candidates are expected to answer
all four questions: there is no element of choice on the paper.

The details of the assessment content are provided in the specification. Centres are expected
to use the Edexcel specification rather than other published resources when planning and
teaching the course content. The examination is set from the specification.

This paper allows an in-depth study of Christianity as a lived religion within the United
Kingdom, and its beliefs and teachings on life specifically about Crime and Punishment and
Peace and Conflict. This unit engages the interest of young people, because it addresses
many Christian beliefs and teachings in addition to some of the issues affecting young
people today.

Note:

AO stands for Assessment Objective(s).

SPaG: Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. Marks are available for SPaG in Sections 1 and 3.
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Question 1 (a)

This question worked well when candidates recognised it was about the Trinity as a whole,
not individual persons, and about how it is used in worship rather than a description.

This candidate has specifically shown where the Trinity is used in worship and gains full
marks.
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The candidate writes three sentences outlining three ways.

By the priest blessing the congregration in the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit (1)
Through the Nicene Creed when it refers to all the Trinity (1)
When people are baptised in the name of the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit (1)

Total: 3 Marks

Three short sentences are required: development is not required.
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This candidate has not shown how the Trinity is used – it gets 0 marks.

The candidate writes one way about each of the persons of the Trinity
and gains 0 marks.

Candidates must read questions carefully.
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were able to show knowledge and understanding of natural suffering. Candidates
did less well when they confused it with moral suffering.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed to be given 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
quote or example). The development must be linked to the reason given and to the question
asked.

b) items are point marked – two developed beliefs are required.

b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for beliefs and 2 for the development of
each belief .
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This candidate receives marks for:

Belief One – It is how God tests people's faiths (1) Development One
– seeing if people remain loyal to him (1)
Belief Two – Helps people understand God better (1) Development
Two – paraphrase of story of Job (1)

Total: 4 Marks

Write an answer that divides into two paragraphs each containing a
belief and a development.
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Candidates should write 2 mini paragraphs each including a belief and development.

This candidate receives marks for:

Belief One – It is a test from God (1) Development One – for example
the story of Job (1)

Total: 2 Marks

Candidates may write two answers; however, if they cross out one,
examiners will mark the answer that is not crossed out.
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two teachings were required,
and both were needed to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
quote) or an example. The development must relate to the teaching given and to the
question asked.

The teachings should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the teaching given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development, it does not gain a second mark for the source.

If the development is not about the question, even if it relates to the teaching given, it will
gain no marks.
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The candidate gives two developed teachings and makes use of a
source in their reasoning.

Teaching One — He was sent to Earth in order to redeem
humanity's sins (1) Source — for us and our savation he came down
from heaven (1) Development One — he is viewed as a sacrifice (1)
Teaching Two — He represents good conquering evil (1)
Development Two — he was perfect and without sin (1)

Total: 5 Marks

Frequently candidates write: ‘and this is in the Bible and the Bible is the
word of God’ — this usually does not answer the question and
therefore receives no marks.
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The word salvation may have prevented some candidates attempting this question – they
should learn all key terms.

The candidate gives one developed teaching and makes use of a
source in their reasoning.

Teaching One — He was sent to Earth in order to redeem
humanities sins (1) Source — for us and our savation he came down
from heaven (1) Development One — he is viewed as a sacrifice (1)

Total: 3 Marks

The source of wisdom may be given as a recognisable paraphrase.
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Question 1 (d)

In d) questions candidates are being assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of
religion and belief, including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

Please note that in the bullet points it records that candidates are required to give a different
Christian point of view, thus any answers that do not refer to different Christian groups is
limited to level 2 – 6 marks.

This question was written to enable candidates to write about Catholic teachings versus
Anglican ones, however candidates did not have to identify Christian denominations, it is
sufficient to write some Christians and other Christians.
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The candidate's response reaches Level Three because:

The answer shows coherent and logical chains of reasoning and
accurate understanding of religion and belief. There are judgements
made throughout the answer and appraisal is attempted.

The first paragraph provides coherent and logical chains of reasoning
focussed on the Catholic belief in purgatory. This is supported by
biblical evidence and more reasoning, there is then an attempt at
evaluation.

The paragraph then continues with more reasoning based on the
biblical evidence of 'purified by fire'. This is developed with superficial
argument and an attempt at evaluation.

The second paragraph (begins However) provides an alternative logical
chain of reasoning linked to other was to be pure for heaven and
showing an accurate understanding of religion and belief. This is
followed by an attempt at evaluation.

A conclusion is then given, which appraises the arguments given,
briefly.

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to reach Level 3 in the
middle of the range of marks because most, but not all, of the
demands of the level descriptor are met . It contains coherent and
logical chains of reasoning and accurate understanding of religion and
belief.

To reach Level Four the candidate would need to:

Demonstrate a wider understanding by using more logical chains of
reasoning and connections among the full range of elements in the
question with a comprehensive appraisal of evidence.

SPaG demonstrated High Performance

Level 3 – 7 marks

SPaG – 3 marks

Total: 10 Marks
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There are many different ways to answer d) items and gain marks. A
template will not assure good marks.

17 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2B



d) items are Levels marked, they are NOT point marked.

18GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2B



The candidate's response reaches Level One because:

The paragraph provides an confused argument ‘ you don't go straight
to heaven you go to purgatory' an isolated point.

The next paragraph provdes the opposite view.

The candidate does not provide a conclusion or any evaluation in the
answer.

Reasons are not developed; the information is very general. It shows
isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief.

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 1,
in the middle of the of the range of marks .

To be awarded Level Two the candidate would need to:

Make superficial chains of reasoning and attempt judgements and
appraisal.

SPaG is given 3 marks because it shows high performance.

Level 1

Response: 2 Marks

SPaG: 3 Marks

Total: 5 Marks

Take every opportunity to assess and analyse the evidence used in
arguments.
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Question 2 (a)

This question was specifically about biblical teachings rather than general ones. Teachings
from the Old Testament as well as New Testament were acceptable.

a) items are point marked – each outline requires a full sentence.
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The candidate writes three sentences — each sentence outlines one
belief.

You should not judge or punish others for their sins (1)
An eye for an eye (1)
You should not punish anyone as that is Gods job (1)

Quotes needed to be about punishment not judgement and
paraphrases/explanations were acceptable.

Total: 3 Marks

Candidates should write each outline on a separate line.
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This question needed only a quote it did not need a developing explanation.

The candidate writes one sentence outlining one teaching.

An eye for an eye (1)

Total: 1 Mark

Some candidates answer using a list: this is not an outline and thus will
only receive 1 mark according to the mark scheme.
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two teachings are required,
and both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

In this question candidates were able to show knowledge and understanding of Christian
responses to non-religious attitudes to the death penalty, a very wide topic. Answers which
outlined the non-religious views only gained no marks, the question asks for the Christians
responses.

b) items are point marked – two developed resonses are required. (The development could
be the non-religious view.)

b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for responses and 2 for the development of each
response.
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This candidate receives marks for:

Response One – It breaks the sanctity of life (1) Development One –
only God is allowed to take life (1)
Response Two – God will hold you accountable of the day of
judgement (1) Development Two – humans should not do anything..
leave revenge for God (1)

The maximum marks have been achieved.

Total: 4 Marks

Write an answer that divides into two paragraphs each containing a
response and a development.
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In this response the second paragraph is not about the death penalty.

This candidate receives marks for:

Response One – you should not kill anyone (1) Development One –
God created so only he can take the life (1)

Total: 2 Marks

Candiates should make sure their answers clearly answer the question
set.
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Question 2 (c)

In this question candidates were asked to show knowledge and understanding about the
actions Christians use to end crime. Some candidates wrote about state/societal action so
did not gain marks, this had to be something Christians do specifically. It was also about
ending crime not punishment and it was not about war or conflict, some candidates wrote
about content linked to other parts of the specification and did not gain marks – the
response had to answer the question set.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two actions are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. They must also correctly use a source of
wisdom in their answer, which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the action
described in the response: this is the 5th mark.

Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the specification in order
to achieve higher grades.
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The candidate gives two developed actions and makes use of a source
in their reasoning.

Action One — Reform those who commit crimes (1) Development
One — through teaching them skills to get them out of bad habits
(1) Source — Gently restore (1)
Action Two —Charities run by churches (1) Development Two —to
stop youths...commiting felonies (1)

Total: 5 Marks

Candidates should be familiar with the words used in the specification.
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The first paragraph in this answer does not explain how this would end crime so cannot be
credited.

The candidate gives one accurate developed action.

Action One — reformation centres (1) Development One — so they
can become a better person (1)

Total: 2 Marks

A source of wisdom may be given as a recognisable paraphrase.
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Question 2 (d)

d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme and the level is determined using
‘best fit’ according to the levels descriptors.

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the d) items. As explained in the specification this means:

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark on the paper.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the validity of
the arguments used/appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced
excellent answers giving reasons for and against but did not evaluate the credibility of the
argument. Formulas and writing frames often restrict the flow of the arguments preventing
progression to the higher levels.

d) questions are good discriminators of achievement in RS. Candidates who did well
recognised that this was about whether or not criminals should be forgiven and were able to
expand answers with reasoning and appraisal.

There are many different ways to answer d) items and gain marks. A template will not assure
good marks.
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This response reaches Level Two because:

The first paragraph provides a chain of reasoning based on the
teachings of Jesus, this is supported by biblical evidence and an
attempt to appraise which is actually just more reasoning.

The second paragraph, uses a contrasting argument ‘criminals are
simply unforgivable' this is supported by reasoning from the victims
perspective and superfical assessment of the reasoning.

The conclusion is not appraisal it is repetition of the reasoning already
used.

The answer gives sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level
2, at the top end of the range of marks, because it fulfils the
requirements of Level 2.

To reach Level Three the candidate would need to:

Demonstrate more understanding of beliefs about creation using
logical chains of reasoning and make connections between the
elements in the response.

Level Two

Total: 6 Marks

Candidates may write on the exam paper and cross out the elements
(bullet points) as required.
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This candidate failed to focus on the question and make use of Christian beliefs and
teachings, thus was unable to argue in a manner that fulfilled the level descriptors.
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The candidate has been awarded Level One because:

Each of the paragraphs provides a single argument argument –
isolated arguments.

The candidate does not provide a conclusion or any evaluation in the
answer.

Reasons are not developed; the information is very general. It shows
isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief.

The answer gives sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 1
at the top of the range of marks because it contains religious
information, within isolated elements of understanding of religion and
belief and attempts a conclusion.

To be awarded Level Two the candidate would need to make
superficial chains of reasoning and attempt judgements and appraisal.

Level 1

Total: 2 Marks

Try to think about which teachings are most appropriate rather than
adding in an irrelevant one.
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Question 3 (a)

This question worked well, it highlighted whether candidates knew about evangelical work,
specifically that which took place locally.

This response shows that candidates who had learnt key terms did well.
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The candidate writes three sentences — each sentence outlines one
way.

... by giving out Bibles (1)

...by teaching people the words of Jesus (1)

...by charity events or speeches (1)

Total: 3 Marks

Each way needs to be in its own standalone sentence, otherwise it is
not an outline.
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This candidate needed to write one more way.

The candidate writes two sentences — each sentence outlines one
way.

The church works to help people in need (1)
The church have volunteeers that donate ...and help them (1)

Total: 2 Marks

Three separate sentences is a good idea!
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Question 3 (b)

In this question candidates were able to show knowledge and understanding about reasons
Christians may choose non-liturgical worship. Those that gave general answers or wrote
about private worship gained fewer/no marks.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two activities are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
quote) or an example. The development must link to the reason described and to the
question asked.

This response shows that the candidiate was not secure in their understanding of non-
liturgical worship.
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The candidate gives two accurate reasons – however in each case the
development appears to be about private worship.

Reason One – They may feel the spontaneity of non-liturgical
worship is better (1)
Reason Two – They may feel closer to God (1)

Total: 2 Marks

Examples linked to the reason given are a good form of development.
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This response shows that candidates must revise the entire specification.

This candidate has not understood what non-liturgical worship
involves.

It was awarded 0 marks.

Candidates should try to give specific, rather than general answers.
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Question 3 (c)

In this question candidates were asked to show knowledge and understanding about
features of the work of Christian Aid, which is straight from the specification. Some
candidiates wrote about why they did their work or wrote about evangelical work, and thus
gained fewer marks.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two features are required, and
both need to be developed. The features then should be supported with a ‘reference to a
source of wisdom’, this must support the feature described. If the source is used as
development, it does not gain a second mark for the source at the same time.

c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for reasons, 2 for the development of each reason
and one for an accurate source that relates to the reason given.
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The candidate gives two developed features and there is an accurate
source of wisdom used as part of the reasoning.

Feature One – Teams are sent to help evacuate and send supplies
(1) Source – defend the oppressed (1) Development One – good
deed helping attain heaven (1)
Feature Two – collects donations and supplies the needy with basic
necessities (1) the development comes before the feature
Development Two – offering charity to those in need ...because
many suffer from poverty (1)

There is additional reasoning, however, maximum marks have already
been awarded.

Total: 5 Marks

Learn and use quotations — do not make them up!
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This answer shows that candidates need to learn all of the content of the specification.

This candidate appears to be explaining how Christians are aided – or
they have no idea what Christian Aid does .

Candidates should have a copy of the specification, so they can see key
terms before the examination.

They gain 0 marks.
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Question 3 (d)

d) questions are good discriminators of achievement in RS.

Candidates who did well knew about why Christians might celebrate the Eucharist weekly,
and were able to expand answers with evaluation. Those who did less-well did not know
alternatives to arguments supporting the statement.

Candidates who ignored the element (bullet point) to refer to different Christian points of
view could not get more than level 2.

On questions 1 and 3 the d question has 3 additional marks for spelling punctuation and
grammar – SPaG. Candidates should ensure they write using accurate SPaG to show High
Performance and get 3 marks.
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The candidate's response reaches Level Two because:

The first paragraph provides reasoning linked to the Last Supper, it is
in a superfical chain of reasoning using biblical evidence. There is an
attempt to appraise but this just adds more reasoning. Towards the
end they give an alternative argument with an isolated reason.

The second paragraph uses a contrasting argument: 'Matrimony is
important '. This is supported by a chain of logical reasoning linking to
Baptism and another alternative reason ( again not appraisal).

The candidate then gives a personal opinion and a conclusion that
does not show judgement of the arguments: it simply repeats an
argument already given.

The answer gives sufficient accurate information to reach Level 2, at
the top of the range of marks. It contains all of the requirements of
Level 2.

To be awarded Level Three the candidate would need to:

Demonstrate more understanding of beliefs about the Eucharist using
logical chains of reasoning and make connections between the
elements in their response.

Response: 6 Marks

SPaG: 3 Marks

Total: 9 Marks

Appraisal requires candidates to assess the strengths of the arguments
they have already discussed.
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d) items are Levels marked, they are NOT point marked.
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The candidate's response reaches Level One because:

The paragraph provides an argument ‘acknowledge the last days of
Jesus’ this is explained using superficial connections There is then an
alternative isolated reason linked to protestant views.

The candidate then provides a one line conclusion. There is no
evaluation in the conclusion.

Reasons are not developed; the information is very general. It shows
isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief.

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 1,
at the top of the of the range of marks .

To be awarded Level Two the candidate would need to:

Make superficial chains of reasoning and attempt judgements and
appraisal.

Level 1

Response: 3 Mark

SPaG: 3 Marks

Total: 6 Marks

Take every opportunity to assess and analyse the evidence used in
your arguments.
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Question 4 (a)

In this question candidates were asked to show knowledge and understanding of pacifism .
Many candidates answered providing teachings about conflict, which was an incorrect
response.

This candidate writes too much – they could gain full marks writing less and focussing on
pacifism.
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The candidate was awarded one mark for each teaching outlined
(written in a sentence).

You should not harm anyone you dislike (1)
'No more of this'.. avoid violence (1)
We should not hurt enemies as we ourselves have wronged them (1)

Total: 3 Marks

Candidates should provide three full sentences to answer an a) item.
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This candidate has not provided 3 teachings, which are required in this question.

The candidate was awarded one mark for each teaching outlined
(written in a sentence).

Christians should always try avoid conflict (1)

Total: 1 Mark

Candidates should have enough lines in the booklet to answer the
question.

53 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2B



Question 4 (b)

In this question candidates were able to show knowledge and understanding about Holy
War. This question frequently was not answered or confused with Just War.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two teachings are required,
and both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
quote) or an example. The development must be of the reason given and to the question
asked.

b) items are point marked – two developed ways are required.
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This candidate receives marks for:

Way One – Corrymeela try to negotiate (1) Development One –
prevents conflict from happening (1)
Way Two – Christain Aid provides funds for victims (1) Development
Two – prevents victims from trying to take revenge against their
attackers (1)

The maximum marks have been achieved.

Total: 4 Marks

Like this answer it is best to write an answer that divides into two
paragraphs each containing a way and a development.
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This candidate has confused working for peace with working to end crime.

THe candidate has not correctly answered the question set, so they are
awarded 0 marks.

Candidates should read the question carefully.
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Question 4 (c)

Most candidates were able to identify Christian teachings about the use of weapons of mass
destructionand frequently used the commandment not to kill as a source.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two teachings are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a quotes/paraphrase) or an example. The
development must link to the teaching given and to the question asked.

The teaching should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support
the teaching given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development, it
does not gain a second mark as a source.

The question asked about use of weapons of mass destruction is candidates referred to
them being 'used' as a deterance this was credited as use.
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The candidate gives two developed teachings and there is an accurate
source of wisdom used as part of the reasoning.

Teaching One – ... is they disagree (1) Development One – it rejects
the sanctity of life (1) Source – pray for those who persecute you (1)
Teaching Two – the Pope exclaims that using nuclear weapons is
immoral (1) Development Two – follow his advice (1)

Total: 5 Marks

Candidates do not have to provide a reference for a quote or quote it
word-for-word.

58GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 2B



In this question candidates could use their general knowledge to gain marks – marks are not
taken away for incorrect answers

The candidate gives one teaching.

Teaching One – weapons should never be used (1)

Total: 1 Mark

Candidates should not write 'a source of wisdom is' or worse, SOWA —
this means the source is not being used as part of the reasoning in the
question.
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Question 4 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2 : Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,
including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the validity of the arguments
used/appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers
giving reasons for and against but did not evaluate the credibility of the argument .

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments limiting progression to the
higher levels.

d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme and levels are decided using ‘best fit’
according to the levels descriptors.

Candidates who did well recognised that this was about the causes of conflict and whether
they could be overcome by religion. They were able to expand answers with evaluation.

d) questions are good discriminators of achievement in RS.

This stimulus could have been used in different ways, as there is an additional element –
non-religious points of view this was the most common route. A non-religious view was
required to get more than level 2.
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The response reaches Level Three because:

The answer shows coherent and logical chains of reasoning and
accurate understanding of religion and belief. There are judgements
made throughout the answer and appraisal is attempted.

The first paragraph provides an argument focussed on the concept
that ‘Christianity promotes peace and social justice' and makes links to
peacemaking as supporting human rights, this is art of a long chain of
reasoning that included explanation and a brief appraisal giving new
reasoning.

The candidate then provides an humanist argument which supports
the Christian view-using the the argument that 'people are equal' is
then provides coherent and logical chains developing this idea making
connections with discrimination and then returns to a Christains view.
The paragraph then continues with superficial evaluation before
looking at an alternative arguement. The alternative given 'religion
causes conflict' is explained in a coherent chain of reasoning including
reference to the Holy Wars and Martin Luther King. This is then
evaluated 'lack of relevance today' (Holy Wars) and that it can be the
only way 'prioritises pacificism'

A conclusion is given that repeats some arguments, and attempts to
appraise the whole essay.

The answer gives sufficient accurate information to reach Level 3 at the
lowest of the range of marks. It contains coherent and logical chains of
reasoning and accurate understanding of religion and belief.

To reach Level Four the candidate would need to:

Demonstrate a wider understanding by using more logical chains of
reasoning and connections among the full range of elements in the
question, with a comprehensive appraisal of evidence.

Level 3

Total: 7 Marks
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Candiates should revise the whole of the specification so that there are
no gaps in knowledge.
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d) items are levels marked: they are not point marked. Try to write in chains of reasoning and
assess the value of your answer whilst you are writing.
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The candidate's response reaches Level One because:

The paragraph provides an isolated argument ‘just becasue you are in
a religion does not mean conflict and arguments will go away’ this is
explained that's not how it works.

The second paragraph does not seem to make sense.

The candidate does not provide a conclusion or any evaluation in the
answer – their paragraphs have begun with I agree because and I do
not agree – astructure that might not have helped them.

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 1,
at the bottom of the range of marks .

To be awarded Level Two the candidate would need to:

Make superficial chains of reasoning and attempt judgements and
appraisal.

Level 1

Total: 1 Mark

Candidates should try to plan their answer before they write.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Answer a) items in outlines – this means they should write in full sentences
Provide 3 sentences for a) items, each should be on a separate line
b) items should have 2 developed reasons (not more than 2)
Development may be 1) examples 2) quotes 3) extra relevant material
Development must link to the reason given and the question set
c) items are similar to b) items but use a source of wisdom as a fifth element
A source of wisdom may be a paraphrase but should be identifiable
The source of wisdom must be linked to the reason given
d) item responses must show AO2 skills to receive high marks
d) items must show an appraisal of the argument not simply rely on a set format
Level descriptors should be used to mark d) items
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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