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Introduction

This area of study comprises a study in depth of Sikhism, its beliefs and teachings on life,
specifically within families and with regard to creation.

This approach encourages students to reflect upon the links between beliefs and teachings
of Sikhism and the topics of families and creation which are an important part of life today.

There are four sections: Sikh Beliefs, Marriage and the Family, Living the Sikh life, and Matters
of Life and Death. The details of the assessment content is provided in the specification.
Centres are advised to use this rather than other published resources when planning the
course content.

Section 1, Sikh beliefs were on the whole well answered, with sound knowledge and key Sikh
terms used throughout, especially AO1 questions. The AO2 questions were not answered so
much in depth, although the knowledge was there. The candidates are beginning to start to
critically analyse the statement using various techniques, although there needs to be more
chains of reasoning and a justified conclusion in order for candidates to gain the higher
levels. Candidates should compare and contrast the areas of ethics within Sikhism and
non-religious views when asked. Candidates should also look at divergent views within
Sikhism in the way beliefs and teachings are understood and expressed.

Section 2, Marriage and Family were well answered especially the AO1 questions on marriage
and divorce. Candidates needed to use more Sikh appropriate knowledge to the extra mark
for the question on contraception. The specification gives guidance on where the source of
wisdom is from, in this case the Sikh missionary society.

Section 3, Living the Sikh Life was on the whole well answered, with sound knowledge and
key Sikh terms used throughout. The AO2 question was not well answered with a lack of
alternative views.

Section 4, Matters of Life and Death was answered quite well, however the question relating
to the value of the universe was poorly answered with a lot of candidates just writing one
point worthy of credit.

Sources of wisdom must be used that are appropriate to the question and not just 'random
quotes' that the candidate has learnt.
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates are asked to ‘outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one
mark.

On the whole this was well answered with candidates including excellent knowledge of the
Mool Mantar and why it is important for Sikhs.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list. An example: Outline 3 characteristics of
God:

God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)
Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

The candidate was awarded two marks.
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It teaches how God is Ik Onkar

It teaches that God is ajooni

The last comment is not about the Mool Mantar, however if the
candidate wrote: it is used in the sangat or it is recited in the sangat,
then it could be credited.
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The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

It describes God

Is said before all prayers

Recited before amrit ceremonies

The candidate gave three accurate reasons

It describes God

Is said before all prayers

Recited before amrit ceremonies

It is useful if the candidate makes three separate sentences.
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Question 1 (b)

This question was well answered and candidates had sound knowledge of how a Sikh can
eliminate haumai. Performing sewa was one of the main ways mentioned.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom as quotes or examples. The development
must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

The candidate achieved four marks.
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Two developed reasons were given.

By doing sewa which allows Sikhs to be selfless as they are serving
others and less egoistic.

By meditating and reciting Wageguru's name. This allows them to
become Gurmukh.

Candidates should separate their ways, as in this example, as it makes
it clear that two ways were given.
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The candidate achieved four marks.

The candidate gave two developed ways.

Sewa and praying.
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates had sound knowledge of the sangat. Some struggled with the source of wisdom,
however, a lot of candidates used a paraphrase of ‘true congregation’, which is credit worthy.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ of (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom as quotes or examples. The development
must be of the reason given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development it does not gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom:
The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

If examiners are unsure, they will use a search engine. Enter the gist of the paraphrase and
‘Bible’ or ‘Christian teaching’.

If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (Guru Granth Sahib 15) in brackets the
paraphrase can have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

If a candidate quotes Guru Nanak and it was Guru Gobind Singh or vice versa; and the quote
is not accredited to them, it is not awarded.

The candidate achieved five marks.
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Two reasons were given with an appropriate source of wisdom.

Sangat can influence you with your daily life (1) this means with a good
sangat you can become gurmukh (1)

If you are with the right sangat you are able to develop your
understanding (1) 'to join the sadh sangat' (1) this means the true
congregation should help you develop spiritually (1)

Some students attempted to force a source of wisdom that they had
learned into every answer. This often meant they did not answer the
question at all. The reference needs to be part of the answer.

11 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 1G



The candidate achieved 4 marks.

The candidate gave two reasons but the source of wisdom was related
to the langar and not the sangat.

The sangat helps the families around the world(1) by providing for
them financially with the langar (1)

The sangat helps families stay together (1) by offering counselling for
Sikjh couples (1)

Both answers illustrate an alternative view of why the sangat is
important for Sikhs.
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are
being assessed on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes
50% of the overall mark.

The question is ‘ Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion. There must be some consideration of the arguments, that is
appraising the arguments which will help to gain the higher grades. Many candidates gave
excellent answers giving reasons for and against but not analysing or evaluating them. Still
some candidates used formulas and writing frames which restricted the flow of the
arguments restricting the candidates' progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point assessed, nor on the question, are candidates
required to give a non-religious response. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

Candidates overall achieved level 2 and some candidates achieved level 3, they failed to
deconstruct religious information and critically analyse the statement throughout. Generic
answers were given, and Sikh key words were limited. Those who achieved the higher level 2
or at times level 3 analysed why uniting with God is the main purpose of Sikh life in more
detail using key terms of gurmukh and karma with some sources of wisdom. Some analysis
was shown. This however was quite limited and logical chains of reasoning throughout would
benefit the candidates to achieve higher levels.

Introduction

This is a good example of a top Level 2 answer.
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The candidate receives Level 2 – 6 marks plus 3 SPaG marks.

The candidate gives two sides of the argument that are developed,
demonstrating an understanding of the different viewpoints within
Sikhism.

The answer shows good knowledge with some superficial reasoning.

To gain a higher mark within the level the candidate needs to ensure
the argument presented should give ‘chains of reasoning’. A 'chain of
reasoning' occurs when a candidate makes a point and then develops
it several times. They can do this by providing examples, extra
information, or sources of wisdom. In a few cases this candidate has
but not consistently. The conclusion needs to provide judgements and
appraisal of these judgements to gain a level 3.

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy and uses
rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall. The
candidates use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.

Response: 6 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 9 marks

One way of appraising is to explain a viewpoint, then evaluate its
validity and why other Sikhs may not accept this as a valid point.
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Question 2 (a)

There were some good answers with candidates identifying three purposes of a Sikh
marriage, to unite with God, two souls in one body and procreation.

The candidate achieved three marks.

The candidate gave three valid purposes of marriage.

Unite the couples soul with God (1)

Achieve life of a householder (1)

To raise children in the Sikh faith (1)
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family. Bullet point 2.6 ‘Sikh
teachings about divorce’

The question asked was 'Explain two teachings about divorce.’

This question was generally well answered. Although there were some generic answers.
Candidates need to link it to Sikh teachings.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom, and quotes or examples. The development
must be of the reason given and to the question asked.
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The candidate achieved four marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons.

Divorce is only acceptable if one has committed adultery (1) Although
Sikhs are reluctant to divorce as they are meant to marry once (1)

They cannot marry again if their spouse is still alive (1) as this shows
disrespect (1)

It is useful to separate the two teachings as shown on this example.
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The candidate achieved four marks.

The candidate gave two developed teachings.

It should not happen as they connect with God (1) divorce severs that
connection (1)

Divorce can happen (1) if the partner changes in a bad way (1)
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family. Bullet point 2.5 ‘Sikh
attitudes towards the use of contraception’

The question asked was ’Explain two Sikh attitudes towards the use of contraception.

'In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Candidates answered this reasonably well although there was a lack of relevant sources of
wisdom.
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The candidate achieved five marks.

The candidate gave two developed attitudes with a source of wisdom.

Contraception should only be used for family planning (1) and not for
lust as it is a part of haumai (1) 'do not look (in a lustful manner) at
anothers beauty' (1)

Only be used for marital couples (1) as premarital couples are
forbidden to have sex before marriage (1)
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Question 2 (d)

The question is ‘ Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the arguments (appraise
the arguments to gain the higher grades). Many candidates gave excellent answers giving
reasons for and against but not analysing or evaluating them. Formulas and writing frames
restricted the flow of the arguments restricting students' progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

The answers gave a lack of Sikh teachings. Some of the answers were very one-sided and
there was a lack of chains of reasoning. Many were able to highlight the importance of the
sangat in supporting the families but unfortunately at times this did not answer the question
directly. Candidates should look at the statement and then critically analyse the statement. It
is useful to deconstruct the religious information leading to coherent logical chains of
reasoning that consider different points of view. The answer should be coherent and give
reasoned judgements of the full range of elements in the question.
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This is a good example of a mid-range Level 2 answer.
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The candidate receives Level 2 – 5 marks.

The candidate gives two sides of the argument that are developed,
demonstrating an understanding of the different viewpoints within
Sikhism.

The answer show some links and religious knowledge, but it lacks
judgements.

To gain a higher mark within the level the candidate needs to ensure
there is analysis of the argument and it is linked to the statement. The
second paragraph makes an attempt to do this. The conclusion is
weak.

Response: 5 marks

Always read the bullet points so you refer to the requested points of
view.
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This response is a good example of a Level 3 answer.
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The candidate deconstructs religious information at many points.

They write coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider
different viewpoints as required in the question.

They have made connections among many, but not all, of the elements
in the question.

The candidate constructs coherent and reasoned judgements and
appraises evidence, some of which is superficial. They write a partially-
justified conclusion.

The candidate is awarded a mark at the bottom of the mark range for
Level 3 because the candidate meets the demands of the level
descriptors for Level 2 and attempts to evaluate but this is very basic.

Total: 7 marks

There are no spag marks in this question.
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Question 3 (a)

This question was well answered.

The candidate achieved three marks.

Three credited reasons were given

The gurdwara is where they go to meet people and join the sangat (1)

Families can go and ask for help (1)

Marriages are held (1)

Candidates do not need to write too much in the outline questions, as
long as they write three separate sentences.
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The candidate achieved three marks.

Three reasons were given

The gurdwara gives a community/family feeling (1)

Getting the right sangat to achieve mukti (1) an alternative approach

If you are struggling you can get guidance (1)

All give a valid reason on why the gurdwara is important to the Sikh
community.
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Question 3 (b)

The question was well answered and there was a good use of key Sikh technical terms.

The candidate achieved four marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons.

Brings a sense of equality to all (1) Guru Gobind Singh wanted both
men and women to be seen as equals due to the role they play in
society (1)

It was an order made by Guru Gobind Singh as part of the khalsa (1) so
they can get rid of their surnames so no one had caste status (1)

The candidate has written extra in the second paragraph but achieved
the full marks half way through their response.
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The candidate achieved two marks.

The candiate gave two simple reasons. There is no development.

Allows there to be equlaity (1)

Establish you into the religion (1)

Candidates need to give development in order to gain the full marks.

33 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 1G



Question 3 (c)

The question was generally well answered and there was a good use of key Sikh technical
terms, although there was a lack of appropriate sources of wisdom.

The candidate achieved five marks.

The candidate gave two developed teachings with a source of wisdom.

Spiritually cleanses your body and remove haumai (1) 'those who
eliminate the mental wickedness.. invest nam' (a summary of a
relevant quote)(1) this means that all ego and selfishness is cleansed(1)

Keeps God forever with you at all times (1) as nam Japna means
praying with God's name (1)
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The candidate achieved 2 marks.

The candidate gave two simple teachings

Its important as it is a type of prayer (1)

Helps communicate with God (1)
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Question 3 (d)

The question was quite demanding for some candidates as they found it difficult to critically
assess the statement. Most candidates gave a list of features but did not explain why all
gurdwaras should or should not have the same feature. Those that attempted this produced
some superficial reasoning.

This response is an example of a Level 3 answer and receives full marks for SPaG.
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Level 3

The candidate:

gives reasons for more than one side of the argument
demonstrates an accurate understating of religion and belief in
relation to the question set
has logical chains of reasoning
gives reasoned judgments but in parts these are superficial
provides a partially-justified conclusion.

The response does not go beyond the lower end of Level 3 because
connections are not as developed as they could be.

Detail in the both views is not deep enough to move it up within the
level, but it has very good chains of reasoning and religious knowledge
required for level 3.

The candidate meets the criteria for 3 SPaG marks because they spell
and punctuate with consistent accuracy and use rules of grammar with
effective control of meaning overall.

The candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.

Response: 8 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 11 marks

Answer every question – you might receive a mark.

If you leave a question blank, you will receive zero.

39 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 1G



This candidate has achieved level 2 four marks and full marks for spag.
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The candidate has shown:

some accurate religious knowledge

simple developed points

both 'for and 'against' arguments presented as view points

The first paragraph does not fully answer the question as it is about
prayer and then the candidate gives a list of features and then tries to
link it to how they are used to communicate with God. It does not
make sense and is not credited.

They are unable to assess the value of the arguments present and
have shown a list of the features and explained why they are useful but
not linked it fully to the statement. For example why should the
gurdwara have the same design features, they need to link it back to
the statement.

The candidate has gained a level 2 – 4 marks

Spag – 3 marks

Total – 7 marks
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Question 4 (a)

The question was not well answered. Candidates seemed a little confused on what the
question meant by 'value of the universe' so very few achieved full marks.

The candidate achieved two marks.

The candidate outlined two teachings.

We should take care of the universe (1)

Shows God that you are a good person and respect what he has given
us (1)

43 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 1G



Question 4 (b)

The question was well answered and there were some good teachings in relation to
euthanasia.

The candidate achieved four marks.

The candidate gave two developed teachings.

Goes against God's will (1) disregards the value of becoming a human
(1) alternative view

Another person should not decide a patient's life (1) it is not their life
(1) general view but credited.

44GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 1G



The candidate achieved two marks.

The first point is not a Sikh teaching so is not credited.

Killing someone is a terrible thing (1) as it is not you who should decide
whether someone lives or dies (1)
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The candidate has achieved four marks

The candidate has given two developed teachings.

Euthanasia is not allowed (1) as God is the creator preserver and
destroyer of life (1) Sikh teaching.

Euthanasia goes against God's will (1) as God has gifted you with this
life (1) Sikh teaching.

This candidate has related their answer to specific Sikh belief.
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Question 4 (c)

The question was generally well answered with a significant percentage achieving full marks;
there was a lack of appropriate sources of wisdom.

The candidate achieved four marks.
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The candidate gave two developed beliefs but no relevant source of
wisdom.

All humans have an atma (1) so they when they die their atma may be
reborn into a new body (1) The rest of the answer is extra information.

Another belief is samsara (1) which is the belief that the atma can be
reborn into 8.4 million life forms (1)
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Question 4 (d)

The question is ‘ Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion. There must be some consideration of the argument, and
appraisal is used throughout to gain higher levels. Formulas and writing frames restricted the
flow of the arguments restricting candidates' progression to the higher levels.

We are now marking using levels and award a best fit according to the level descriptors.

The candidate showed knowledge on why it is never right to have an abortion but a lot failed
to write a non-religious point of view. Candidates should look at the statement and then
critically analyse the statement. It is useful to deconstruct the religious information leading to
coherent logical chains of reasoning that consider different points of view. The answer
should be coherent and give reasoned judgements of the full range of elements in the
question.
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The candidate achieved a level 2 – 5 marks.
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The candidate receives Level 2 – 5 marks.

The candidate gives two sides of the argument that are developed,
demonstrating an understanding of the different viewpoints.

To gain a higher mark within the level the candidate needs to ensure
the argument presented should give a conclusion that will justify it
with reasoning rather than the appraisal of the argument.

Response – 5 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Incorrect words or sentences should be crossed out, with one neat line through
Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper; write within the booklet pages
using the blank space
Candidates should read the questions carefully, to ensure that the answer relates to the
question asked
Candidates need to know the command words
Subject-specific vocabulary needs to match that of the specification
Candidates need to read the questions carefully to ensure that they are answering the
question set
(a) items need to use three full sentences
(b) items should have only two developed reasons
(c) items are similar to (b) items but should also use a source of wisdom and authority as a
fifth mark
(d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence. The higher grades are
achieved if the evidence/reason given is 'considered' or appraised for its value as an
argument, as part of deciding the evaluation
On (d) items, the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that can be awarded in the answer,
so candidates must respond to all aspects of the question to achieve the higher marks
Candidates need to look at the bullet points in (d) questions to ensure that they are
meeting all the demands of the question and to avoid adding alternative views that the
question does not require.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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