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Introduction

This paper contributes 50% of the overall course award.

The paper includes four questions, each covers a section of the specification, and all
candidates are expected to answer all four sub-questions from each section.

Details of the assessment content are provided in the specification. Centres are expected to
use the Edexcel specification, rather than other published resources, when planning and
teaching the course content.

The examination is written based on the specification content. This paper encourages an in-
depth study of Islam today.

1RBO 1C focuses on two core topics, Islamic Beliefs and Living the Muslim Life with two
option topics, Marriage and the Family and Matters of Life and Death.

The 2024 paper was broadly comparable to its predecessor in terms of difficulty and
accessibility. Candidates continued to show evidence of gaps in their knowledge, with many
guestions not attempted and evidence of lower understanding of specifically Islamic words,
for example Jihad. Many of the more accessible parts of the course have already been the
subject of questions, leaving areas like the commemoration of Ashura: this proved
challenging, particularly for weaker candidates.

The point-mark questions were well done by many candidates with some good use of
relevant quotations from the Qur'an and Hadith.

It was pleasing to see in (d) questions that candidates continued to make an effort to make
judgements of the quality of the arguments offered. However, it remains true that this was
rarely continued into an evaluative conclusion, with many candidates reverting to a personal
opinion rather than considering their existing judgements of the weight of the evidence.
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Question 1 (a)

(a) questions are marked using a points mark scheme. Candidates are required to give three
short points.

This question concerned the Six Beliefs of Islam, with candidates asked to outline three
features of the Six Beliefs. The most common approach suggested Tawhid, prophets and the
Day of Judgement.

The candidates who had difficulty with the question often confused the Six Beliefs with the
Five Pillars or the Ten Obligatory Acts and suggested features such as prayer, Hajj and Zakah.

Candidates should be aware that in Section 1:

¢ 'beliefs' require knowledge and understanding of Islam
e 'aspects of living the Muslim life' require actions

GCSE Religious Studies B TRBO 1C 4



This response provides an example of a candidate who knows what the Six Beliefs are and
gives three examples confidently, requiring only the available space.

1 (a) Outline three features of the Six Beliefs.
(3)
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate in this case suggests:

e 'beliefin one God' (1)
e 'The Day of Judgement' (1)
e 'the Holy Books." (1)

Each had a brief explanatory comment. There is no need in Outline
guestions to provide further development. Responses should be in
brief sentences.

Total: 3 marks

f"-.\

M4\ ResultsPlus
\J

Examiner Tip

Do not write more than you need.
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This candidate finds it difficult to provide three features of the Six Beliefs, choosing to focus
on 'beliefs' and suggesting three generic beliefs held by Muslims, rather than on the specific
beliefs that are contained in the Six Beliefs.

A mark was given for Tawhid, the oneness of Allah.

1 (a) Outline three features of the Six Beliefs.
(3)

Jowid.,whnich...3s...4he....oneness..of.... Allah.. The...5...pitacs...of ...
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~ ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments

Know the difference between the Six Beliefs, the Five Roots, the Five
Pillars and the Ten Obligatory Acts.

Total: 1 mark

’“ lf \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

A belief is very different from an action.
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Question 1 (b)

(b) questions are marked using a points mark scheme. Candidates are required to give two
developed reasons to achieve full marks.

This question concerned Muslim teachings about life after death. In this case, candidates
were not required to give specific teachings from the Qur'an or Hadith, only a general
comment on Muslim teachings.

This question concerned Muslim teachings about life after death. Candidates had a good
grasp of Muslim beliefs with many referring to Judgement Day, life as a test and the rewards
of paradise. The key is to focus on the teaching and then develop it.

(b) Explain two Muslim teachings about life after death.
(4)

omwxmmmmgw%uﬁ?UmemMWﬁmemm
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The work of this candidate is included to illustrate a model answer for
this question. The candidate suggests two Muslim teachings, the
reward of paradise and the punishment of hell, and develops each
clearly, adding to the value of the original teaching.

e Thislifeis a test (1) Those who are good in this world will be
rewarded with paradise (1)

e There is hellfire for the unbelievers (1) Those who don't believe in
Allah in this world will be punished after death (1)

There is no benefit in adding any further information because no
further marks are available.

Total: 4 marks

ResultsPlus
—_

Examiner Tip

Keep to the point.
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This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate who finds it difficult to develop
the teachings.

Simple developments double the available marks.

(b) Explain twoe Muslim teachings about life after death.

l/uLW{-'i&/\ .......... ST Ay

.-""P-J

Y &{ ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response is awarded 2 marks for two simple teachings.

e Heaven or hell (1)
e God will decide on judgement day (1)

The first point offered merely lists relevant ideas. The teaching of
heaven and hell was credited as a simple teaching.

The second point is also credited as a simple teaching, the idea that
God will decide on Judgement Day.

Total: 2 marks

@4\ ResuttsPuss
<)

) Examiner Tip

Focus on development.

9 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 1C



Question 1 (c)

This question concerns the importance of predestination in influencing how a Muslim lives
their life. Many candidates continue to have difficulty with the concept of predestination,
although many were able to suggest two ways this belief may influence how a person may
choose to live their life. Often in 'way' questions the candidates explain the teaching
concerned but do not gain marks because they do not suggest ways in which it may impact a
person's life.

Those who dealt well with the question suggested the key factor was that it made Muslims
aware of their actions in trying to be true to Allah's plan. Alternatively, they suggested that
they need not fear what might happen because it is part of Allah's plan.

Those who did less well tended to explain what predestination is rather than how the belief
can change a life.

(c) questions are marked using a points mark scheme. Candidates are required to give two
developed purposes as they would in a (b) question. The additional fifth mark is awarded for
the use of a recognisable quote or paraphrase from a source of authority. In Islam, the
sources of authority are the Qur'an and Hadith. The quotation must be embedded in a
developed reason. It can occur at the beginning of the reason, in the middle or at the end.
There is no preferred location but it must contribute to the developed reason in question.
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This response is included as an example of the work of a candidate who gives two clear ways,
develops both appropriately and includes a relevant source of authority.

It was awarded 5 marks.

(c) Explain two ways belief in predestination affects how Muslims live their lives.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

Ono ey 15 T gyoes. musbond. o shngec. felrh n. Aleh
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| hanexer..a.. hm:ﬁﬂmp ..... ok s, ...
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e |t gives Muslims stronger faith in Allah (1), as they know Allah has a
plan for them (1) 'Allah does not burden a soul with more than it can
bear (Surah 2:286) (1)

e Hardship will only bring more good to them in the end (1) Allah
knows what he is doing (1)

The candidate wisely does not attribute the quotation either to the
Qur'an or the Hadith and so does not risk losing the mark for choosing
the wrong one.

Total: 5 marks

& ResultsPlus
KL

Examiner Tip
Focus on the key word.

Embed the source of authority in the response.
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This response is included to illustrate the difficulty many candidates experience with this
question. It is given 2 marks as one developed way.

There is no sense that the candidate understands that not only does Allah know what will
happen, he has decided it and it will not change, regardless of what they choose to do.

(c) Explain two ways belief inpredestinatiograffects how Muslims live their lives.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

-Wowy the. belief. in. pYedES?‘t\na,tlun R o\(-‘-feo’f
how. Mustins. e theav Uven (s gt
mawy.-beleve ey . dont hawe f(ee will R
adreody, nows. what wll_happen in_tneiur ke e
ST deusions. muﬁl’ ma’c have. . £tfect _on..
..tm ......... WaW) ________ i Wie Qoed. ...

N

N ResultsPlus
/---. Examiner Comments
1. They may believe they don't have free will (1) If Allah already knows

what will happen then their decisions must not affect what happens in
their life (1)

Think about the impact on a person'’s life if all choice is removed.

Total: 2 marks

&4\ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Always have two points to make.
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Question 1 (d)

This response was marked according to the new (d) mark scheme descriptors and the
updated guidance on SPaG marking.

Unlike the other questions on the paper (d) items are Levels marked. They are NOT point
marked.

For Levels marking it is important to read the whole response. The Level should be decided
using the best-fit to Level from the mark scheme. Once a Level is determined it is then
decided where the response lies within the Level.

Use the SPaG descriptors to determine the SPaG mark. The full range of marks was used as
appropriate.

This question concerns the importance of all the prophets in Muslims lives today. Most
candidates suggested the teachings of all the prophets remain relevant, with many
suggesting Adam's importance as the first Khalifah as an example, and the importance of all
the prophets in teaching humanity about Allah. This was almost invariably contrasted with
the idea that Prophet Muhammad was by far the most important.

These responses were marked according to the new guidelines for both (d) questions and the
award of SPaG. Whilst it is pleasing to note that many more candidates are attempting to
analyse and judge the quality of their arguments, this continues to be poorly reflected in any
form of evaluative conclusion.

The new guidance for SPaG marking also impacted candidates marks this year with many
fewer candidates achieving full marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar.

The work of this candidate is included to illustrate the impact of the change in the mark
scheme for (d) items.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1C 14



*(d) “All the prophets are equally important to Muslims today.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:

» refer to Muslim teachings

+ reach a justified conclusion.
(15)
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This response reaches Level 3. It is given 7 marks.
SPAG was awarded 2 marks.

There is evidence of logical chains of reasoning and a sound
understanding of religion and belief.

The candidate makes a limited attempt to judge the quality of the
arguments offered by referring to valid and invalid arguments and
backing up this choice with some simple reasoning.

However, it considers only the body of evidence rather than the
relative weight of the individual arguments and this makes it difficult to
produce a justified conclusion.

Analysis and judgements are the key to success.

The candidate spells and punctuates well but the response as a whole
lacks the fluency required for high performance.

Question: 7 marks
SPaG: 2 marks

Total: 9 marks

ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Critically question the arguments.
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This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate with limited understanding of
the role of the prophets in Islam.
*(d) “All the prophets are equally important to Muslims today.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against,

In your response you must:
« refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

{15)
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This response is awarded Level 1, 3 marks.

The candidate uses a simple argument to agree with the statement,
followed by a simple argument to disagree. It uses undeveloped
arguments underpinned by isolated elemants of religion and belief.

The offered conclusion is a personal opinion.

SPaG: Although the content was quite weak there are no issues with
spelling or punctuation and the meaning is clear throughout.

Level 1
Total: 3 marks

SPaG: 2 marks

s ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip
Develop and judge your arguments.

Suggest further reasons.
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Question 2 (a)
This question concerns the ways the ummah may support a family.

Most candidates offered ideas about the practical help that may be offered including things
such as parenting classes, child minding or financial support for families in need.

Most considered situations where the family in question were facing difficulty, either
emotional or financial.

Others suggested praying for them as a means of support.

This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate with a clear idea of the help the
ummah may offer.

In this case the candidate suggested they could enable the family to go to prayer together to
seek guidance, they could offer group counselling sessions and they can offer child minding.

-

2 (a) Outline three ways the ummah may support a family.
(3)

______ T 'r\QMMMQ""\C&T\SUpmftQFQm1\jb5301n3\-ﬁrhq
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N { ResultsPlus
/'--. Examiner Comments

There is no need to repeat the question root three times, as in this
example. The candidate said 'The ummah can support a family by'
three times. Instead they could start with 'They can go to the mosque
together to seek guidance' and still gain the marks.

Total: 3 marks

A . ResultsPlus
)

Examiner Tip
Short and sweet saves time.
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This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate who found it difficult to provide
three valid ways the ummah may help a family. Instead the candidate gave a detailed
account of Zakah.

2 (a) Outline three ways the ummah may support a family.

(3)

ﬁ/ 1{ ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

The candidate is given 1 mark for the idea that a family could be
offered support through Zakah.

No additional marks are available for development in (a) questions,
limiting the marks this candidate could achieve.

Total: 1 mark

\

| Examiner Tip
An 'Outline' is a brief sentence.

Do what the question requires.
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Question 2 (b)
This question concerns the role of men and women in the family.

Candidates approached this positively, with many referencing the differences between the
traditional view and a more modern approach.

Candidates were not required to quote specific teachings: a general understanding of
suitable teachings was acceptable.

Some candidates approached this by considering the role of men in the family and providing
a developed reason.

The second teaching involved the role of women in the family, followed by a development.
This approach was creditworthy.

This response is awarded 4 marks as two developed teachings.

rv (o Clhha il W Atk [l W?",""r""‘"’"‘?"‘"
(b) Explain two Muslim teachings about tfte role of men and women in the family. -A""r, y
(4)
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Examiner Comments

e Muslims believe men and women have different but equal roles (1)
Men should provide for the family while women look after their
husband and children (1)

e Both parents are responsible for raising their children as good
Muslims (1), cherishing their children as a blessing from Allah (1)
Total: 4 marks

' . ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

First decide on the teachings, then develop them.
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This response is given 4 marks for two developed teachings.

(b) Explain two Muslim teachings about the role of men and women in the family.
(4)
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%j ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

e Men should provide for their family (1), by getting a job and earning
money (1)

e Women should look after their husband's property (1) Cleaning the
house and cooking meals (1)

This candidate divides the roles on the basis of gender, developing
each one.

The candidate gives a final simple point 'Both men and women have
roles to raise good Muslim children.'

Where a candidate offers more than the two teachings required the
highest scoring combination should be credited.

-~ \
e
# J

(T ResultsPlus
\_} Examiner Tip

There are many ways to gain the marks.
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Question 2 (c)
This question concerns the purpose and importance of families in Islam.

It offers four marks for two developed reasons with an additional mark for an appropriate
source of authority, clearly linked to a developed reason. That is, a third mark as a fully
developed reason.

The most frequently-used source of authority was undoubtedly 'Paradise lies at the feet of
your mother.' This quotation comes from the Hadith. The Prophet was approached by a man
who was about to go on a military expedition. The Prophet advised him to go and be with his
mother.

Candidates who attributed this reference to the Qur'an, rather than leaving it unattributed or
correctly suggesting the Hadith, did not receive the mark.

This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate who used the source of
authority appropriately, whilst offering two distinct reasons why families are important in
Islam. The response is given the maximum mark of five.

The candidate offers two distinctly different reasons, the importance of caring for your
mother and the value of a family in uniting the ummah. The source of authority was an
integral part of the first reason, found with a developed reason.
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(c) Explain two reasons why Muslims consider that families are important,

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate offers two distinctly different reasons, the importance of
caring for your mother and the value of a family in uniting the ummah.

The source of authority was an integral part of the first reason, found
with a developed reason.

Total: 5 marks

[ A
Y\ ResultsPlus

Use the quotation with a developed reason.
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This response is included to illustrate the considered approach required for quotations.

It is given 4 marks for two developed reasons.

(c) Explain two reasons why Muslims consider that families are important.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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This candidate uses essentially the same information as the previous
example but does not gain the additional mark for the source of
authority.

In this case the source of authority functions as a development with no
further additional information, limiting it to four marks.

There must be three clear stages to a fully developed reason using a
quote.

Total: 4 marks

4\ ResultsPlus
D

Examiner Tip

Consider how to use the quote before you start your response.
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Question 2 (d)
This question considers whether gender equality is important in Islam.

Since candidates are required to provide alternative views they must consider examples
where gender equality is shown and those where it can be argued it is not.

Many candidates, as illustrated by these examples, restricted their consideration to gender
equality in the family. There are many alternative examples within Islam that could have
been considered, adding to the overall weight of the arguments.

The response is given Level 2, 4 marks.
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The candidate offers a basic analysis of the statement, restricted to
roles within the family.

There is some evidence of simply-developed reasoning, enabling it to
achieve 4 marks.

Level 2

Total: 4 marks

,-"\

o\ ResultsPlus
\J

Examiner Tip
Consider as many different approaches as you can.
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This response is included to illustrate the different ways a candidate may achieve a basic
Level 2 mark.

(d) “Gender equality is shown as important in Islam.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
« refer to Muslim teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
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e
\/ { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response shows evidence of simple development.

The candidate suggests a way of extending and developing the
response because they suggest that 'In the Qur'an men and women
are shown to be equal’ but then provides no evidence that this is the
case.

Repetition does not imply equality.
Level 2

Total: 4 marks

) . ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip

Do not just suggest it, show it.
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Question 3 (a)

This question concerns the significance of Jihad in Muslim life. Candidates were required to
suggest three reasons why Jihad is important.

Many candidates proposed ideas such as Greater Jihad is the struggle with a person's inner
self, Lesser Jihad is the outer struggle with the world and it is important because Muslims
should remove injustice in the world.

The candidates who had difficulty with the question often had no clear idea of what Jihad is
and confused it with other Muslim practices such as Salah.
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This response is included as an example of the work of a candidate with a clear
understanding of why Jihad may be important for a Muslim.

3 (a) Outline three reasons why Jihad is important to Muslims.
(3)
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Y 1{ ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response suggests three of the reasons most frequently
suggested by candidates.

e |t was practised by Prophet Muhammad (1)
e Allah encourages bettering yourself for his sake (1)
e |tis one of the Ten obligatory Acts (1)

The candidate gains full marks by using generic descriptors such as
following the example of Muhammad.

Total: 3 marks

\

| Examiner Tip

Use knowledge you are confident of.

35 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0O 1C




This response takes a different, but equally creditworthy approach. There are many ways to
answer questions like these.
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3 (a) Outline three reasons why Jihad is important to Muslims.
(3)
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¢ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments
This response is rather more focussed on the personal importance.

e Itrequires being a good Muslim (1)
e It gives life purpose (1)
e |t helps them enter Jannah (1)

The candidate adds an additional valid point 'Allah encourages it.' but
since full marks had been achieved this could not be credited.

The candidate makes no effort to clarify whether they are considering
Greater or Lesser Jihad but this is not required by the question.

Total: 3 marks

"'\Vu ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip

Do not give more information than you have to.
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Question 3 (b)
This question concerns the significance of the Night of Power for Muslims today.

The Night of Power is the night Muslims remember when the Qur'an first came to earth and
angel Jibril revealed the first verses to Prophet Muhammad. The Qur'an describes the Night
of Power as better than 1,000 months.

Many Muslims believe that praying on that night will bring the rewards of praying for 1,000
months. Some also believe that on that night Allah determines the annual destiny of every
person and prayer on that night may change a person's destiny.

This response is included in the report to illustrate the most common approach to gain full
marks in this question.
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The response is given 4 marks because there are two developed reasons.

(b) Explain two reasons why the Night of Power is significant to Muslims today.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

For many candidates, their knowledge of the significance of the Night
of Power only involves the revelation of the Qur'an. As a result, as in
this example, marks were also given for more generic reasons
involving the benefits of praying on that night.

Prayer on the Night of Power will bring Muslims closer to Allah. Even
without reference to changing one's destiny this can be credited as a
developed reason, concerning the benefits of praying on this night.

Total: 4 marks

< ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip

There is more to the Night of Power.
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This response is included as an example of the work of a candidate who has no
understanding of the importance of the Night of Power.

(b) Explain two reasons why the Night of Power is significant to Muslims today.

N
y ( ResultsPlus

/--. Examiner Comments
The Night of Power may indeed require Allah to be both all seeing and
loving but this generic response makes no effort to link this to the

Night of Power and was not credited.

Total: 0 marks

A\ ResutsPus
<)

| Examiner Tip
Use the time wisely, answer what you know.

Know the specification content.
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Question 3 (c)

This question refers to the commemoration of Ashura. The commemoration of Ashura is
different for Sunni and Shi'a Muslims. This question asked only for the importance of Ashura
to Muslims so either set of beliefs, or both, could be used by candidates.

For Sunni Muslims Ashura marks the delivery of the Israelites from the Pharoah and other
auspicious events. For example, it commemorates the day Noah disembarked from the ark.
In this sense, for Sunni Muslims, it is a joyful day.

In contrast, for Shi'a Muslims it is marked as a day of mourning. On this day Shi'a Muslims
mourn the death of the grandson of the Prophet at the Battle of Karbala.

This response is included as a rare example of a candidate who not only had a clear idea of
the importance of Ashura to both Sunni and Shi'a Muslims but also effectively uses an
appropriate source of authority. The response is given 5 marks.

Many candidates found it difficult to offer two developed reasons in response to the
question.
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(c) Explain two reasons why the commemoration of Ashura is important to some
Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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N ﬁ{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

The first response highlights the Shia commemoration and the death
of Husayn.

The second uses the Sunni belief to suggest that this encourages
Muslims to believe Allah will protect them.

Total: 5 marks

-
.

‘” \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
Be clear on what the festivals remember.
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This response illustrates the responses of those candidates who have no clear idea of what
Ashura commemorates. It was awarded 0 marks.

(c) Explain two reasons why the commemoration of Ashura is important to some
Muslims.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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q < ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

In many ways it is true that the celebration of Ashura is used to teach
children the events of Ashura.

However, this is not what makes it important today.
This response is too generic to be creditworthy.

Total: 0 marks

"’ 4 \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Link the response to the question.
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Question 3 (d)

This question concerns aspects of the purpose of the Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi'a Islam,
specifically whether they provide the best guide to living the Muslim life.

Those candidates who agreed tended to consider the importance of acts such as Salah as
commanded by Allah in the Qur'an.

The alternative suggestions for better guides were many and varied, with some suggesting
the Qur'an provides the best guide whilst others proposed the Five Pillars as the best guide
because there are more Sunni Muslims in the world.

This response is given Level 2, 5 marks. SPaG is given 3 marks.

This is included in the report to illustrate the importance of developing reasons as an
argument builds.
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*(d) “The Ten Obligatory Acts are the best guide to living the Muslim life.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
-« refer to Muslim teachings v~
« refer to different Muslim points of view »~

reach a justified conclusion.
(15)
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< {ResultsPlus

/-*-.. Examiner Comments
The candidate initially argues the value of the Ten Beliefs as providing
everything a Muslim needs to lead a good life. This is simply developed
with an example although this is unsupported by any further evidence.
The argument in favour of the statement is therefore not well
developed.

The candidate then makes the case for the Hadith and Sunnah of the
Prophet as the best guide. This is explored more thoroughly. For
example, some important things are not included in the Obligatory
Acts, such as how to pray. The candidate considers the origins of the
Obligatory Acts and their relevance to Shi'a Muslims, rather than Sunni
Muslims.

The brief conclusion suggests that the stronger argument is clearly
against the statement.

SPaG is given 3 marks as high performance. Though spelling,
punctuation and grammar are not perfect it fulfils the criteria for high
performance.

Although there is evidence of developed reasoning on both sides of
the argument the 'agree' argument does need to be strengthened in
order to create a sustained chain of reasoning.

Question: 5 marks
SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 8 marks

\ Examiner Tip

Both arguments have evidential value.
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This response is given Level 1, 1 mark. SPaG is given 0 marks.

*(d) “The Ten Obligatory Acts are the best guide to living the Muslim life.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

; + refer to Muslim teachings

’ « refer to different Muslim points of view
+ reach a justified conclusion.

(15)

An .......... a/gwn@nt /bf A5 Allah...woroke.
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ﬂ/ < ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response is included to illustrate the rare occasions when SPaG
gains 0 marks. The response is simply too short to make the giving of
marks for SPaG meaningful.

Nevertheless, the argument that the Ten Obligatory Acts are the word
of God provides an isolated element of religion and belief that could be
credited.

&4\ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Write as much as you can in (d) questions.
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Question 4 (a)

This question concerns the Muslim responses to non-religious beliefs that there is no
evidence of an afterlife.

The question structure is more complex than that of many (a) questions but candidates had
little difficulty suggesting meaningful responses based on Muslim beliefs.

Most candidates referenced the teachings of the Qur'an and the Prophet, with some
considering the impact of a religious upbringing.

This response is included to represent the work of a candidate who gives brief correct
responses. There is no need to prefix each response by repeating the question.

4 (a) Outline three reasons Muslims reject the idea that there is no evidence of an
afterlife.
(3)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate effectively uses Muslim teaching to suggest that:

e Since life is a test there must be a reward as a result (1)
e There must be a place of punishment for those who sin (1)
e The teaching of the Qur'an provides evidence of an afterlife (1)

Total: 3 marks

' . ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

Be brief and to the point.
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This response is given 2 marks.

4 (a) Outline three reasons Muslims reject the idea that there is no evidence of an
afterlife.

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gains marks for the fact that life after death is stated in
the Qur'an and it is the teaching of the prophets.

The Day of Judgement, as an event that will happen after death, could
be used to gain a mark. However, in this form it has not been used to
answer the question so it is not credited.

\H

) Examiner Tip

Keep the question clearly in mind.
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Question 4 (b)

This question concerned Muslim responses to issues in the natural world, in this case global
warming was the issue under consideration.

It was possible to gain marks in this question both for beliefs and values such as Muslim's
role as Khalifahs, and for more practical approaches such as Muslims should walk rather
than drive to reduce emissions.
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This response is awarded 4 marks because there are two developed reasons.

(b) Explain two Muslim responses to global warming.
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i( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate firstly considers Muslim's role as Khalifahs, this is linked
to not polluting the air. They then suggest that since 'Allah created the
heavens and the earth' (Surah 10:3) that humans should not destroy
his creation. These are both scriptural, rather than practical, responses.

There is no benefit to be gained by stating the teachings as quotations.

Total: 4 marks

- Resuttsﬁus
\

Examiner Tip
Key teachings can be used in many different ways.
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This response is included as an example of more practical approach to global warming. This
is awarded a single mark as a simple reason.

(b) Explain two Muslim responses to global warming.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Although the candidate offers a simple response to global warming
this is not linked to any Muslim teaching or developed in any way.

Total: 1 mark

P
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M4\ ResultsPlus
\/

) Examiner Tip

Aim to develop your reasons.
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Question 4 (c)
This question addressed how life is shown as special in the Qur'an.

Many candidates considered the Muslim teachings about suicide and murder whilst others
suggested humans were uniquely made by Allah. Those who did well clearly understood the
value placed on human life in the Qur'an and emphasised it throughout the response.
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This response gains full marks because there are two developed reasons, with an
appropriate source of authority.

(c) Explain two ways that life is shown as special in the Qur'an.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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/--.. Examiner Comments

The candidate points out that 'Allah is the giver and taker of life' (Surah
7:158), gaining the mark for a source of authority.

This is supported by a developed reason 'only Allah can control life.
This means life is sacred and should be preserved.'

The second developed way offered is that humans only have one life.
This encourages Muslims to live a good life and treasure every
moment.

Total: 5 marks

’“ lf \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Learn quotations.
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(c) Explain two ways that life is shown as special in the Qur'an.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate initially suggests picking up litter as a way to show life is
special. This is not linked to the question and is not credited.

One mark is given for the idea that Allah has made your life.

Total: 1 mark

Ty
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\) \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Stick to the point.
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Question 4 (d)

This question concerned the significance of Muslim teachings about life after death on the
issue of euthanasia.

It required candidates to refer to relevant ethical arguments. This requirement was
complicated by the question structure, which required candidates to consider whether or not
euthanasia may be the most loving thing to do.

Many of the stronger responses considered the wider implications in terms of situation
ethics and the need to judge each case on its merits. Some also considered the question
from a utilitarian perspective and whether keeping someone alive using extreme measures
was the best use of resources. These were often contrasted with Muslim teachings on the
value of every individual life.

This response is included to illustrate the significance of effective use of a philosophical
argument to enable the response to reach Level 3.
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L Examiner Comments

The response is given Level 3, 7 marks.

The candidate provides a good analysis of the statement using
developed chains of reasoning on both sides of the argument.

These are supported by good use of sources of authority and lead
logically to a conclusion consistent with the arguments. There is a
creditable attempt to judge the quality of the arguments offered.

The first of these suggests that this is not an appropriate use of the
Qur'an, with quotations taken out of context. This is contrasted with
the importance of suffering as part of the test of life.

This candidate makes a creditable attempt to show the dangers of
taking a single ayah from the Qur'an or Hadith as evidence to support
a fundamentally unislamic concept.

The importance of situation ethics is emphasised with the candidate
concluding that it shows more love to allow someone to suffer than to
end their life.

Level 3

Total: 7 marks

\ Examiner Tip

Use quotations wisely.
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This response is included to illustrate the importance of developing reasons to achieve
Level 2.

(d) “Euthanasia may be the most loving response to suffering”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
« refer to Muslim teachings
« refer to relevant ethical arguments
« reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate suggests a simple reason to support the argument, and
a number of simple reasons against the argument.

The candidate then concludes that the 'against' position is stronger
because it is is backed by religious teaching. Arguably there are
teachings that could be used to justify euthanasia.

Level 1

Total: 3 marks

)  ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

For, against and conclusion.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

In (a) questions give short sentences or phrases

There is no requirement to prefix answers with the question stem

In (b) questions focus on clear points and clear development

Read the question carefully. A belief is not the same as action

For (c) questions learn quotations thoroughly

Be careful when attributing quotations specifically to the Qur'an or Hadith. The wrong
source of authority invalidates the mark

In (d) questions focus on answering the question. Generic information is rarely useful
unless it is clearly responding to the statement

In (d) questions take note if additional material is requested, such as non-religious views or
philosophical arguments

In (d) questions analysis, judgement and an evaluative conclusion are key to the highest
levels
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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