@ Pearson

Edexcel

Examiners’ Report
June 2024

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 1B

ResultsPlus



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

ResultsPlus

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson's free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students' exam results.

e See students' scores for every exam question.

e Understand how your students' performance compares with class and national averages.

¢ |dentify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop
their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus. Your
exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of
people, wherever they are in the world. We've been involved in education for over 150 years,
and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at:
www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2024
Publications Code 1RB0O_1B_2406_ER
All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2024

GCSE Religious Studies B 1TRBO 1B 2



Introduction

Paper 1: Area of Study 1 - Religion and Ethics
Option 1B - Christianity

This paper contributes to 50% of the overall GCSE award. It is the most popular paper in the
specification (frequently paired with 2C Islam: Religion, Peace and Conflict).

The paper includes four questions. Each covers a section within the specification, candidates
are expected to answer all four questions, and there is no element of choice on the paper.
The details of the assessment content are provided in the specification. Centres are expected
to use the Edexcel specification rather than other published resources when planning and
teaching the course content. Examination questions are set using the specification.

This paper allows an in-depth study of Christianity as a lived religion within the United
Kingdom, its beliefs and teachings on life. Specifically, it allows a study of Marriage and the
Family and Matters of Life and Death. This paper engages the interest of young people,
because it addresses many Christian beliefs and teachings, raising some issues affecting
young people today.

Some questions include marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar — SPaG.

This year there was a new mark scheme for (d) questions. Teachers who are not familiar with
it should access the training materials on the Edexcel website.
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs.
Bullet point 1.5 - The nature and significance of salvation.
The question asked was:

Outline three Christian teaching about salvation.

The candidates needed to provide teachings: these did not need to be biblical teachings, any
Christian teaching was acceptable. Thus, there was a wide range of possible answers.

This question was accessible: it allowed candidates to show their understanding of salvation
and what it means for Christians. Most candidates were able to refer to the concept of being
saved and/or entering heaven. Weaker candidates did not know what salvation was.

This candidate is given 0 marks.

They do not include any Christian teachings about salvation.

Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
Question 1: Christian Beliefs

1 (a) Outline three Christian teachings about salvation.
(3}
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There is one mark for each accurate teaching identified and written in
a sentence

This candidate does not know what salvation is.

Total: 0 marks

A . ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip
Candidates should be familiar with the meaning of all the specialist
language used in the specification.

The candidate writes three sentences outlining Christian teachings about salvation.

They receive one mark for each outline.
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Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
Question 1: Christian Beliefs
1 (a) Outline three Christian teachings about salvation.

The candidate writes three brief sentences outlining three teachings.

e Jesus died to save humanity from the consequences of sin (1)
¢ It allowed the relationship between Christians and God to be

restored (1)
e It allows Christians to have eternal life (1)

Total: 3 marks

@) ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Candidates should make sure they have three distinct sentences.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B 6



Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.8 - Christian solutions to the problem of evil and suffering
The question asked was:

Explain two possible Christian solutions to the problem of evil and suffering.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two solutions are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom a
quotes or examples. The development must be of the solutions given and to the question
asked.

This question elicited good answers about free will and the vale of soul-making.

Most candidates knew what was meant by solutions to the problem of evil and suffering
although some described the problem and gained no marks.

Those candidates that recognised that the question asked for solutions were able to respond
correctly to this question and gain higher marks.

7 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B



(b} Explain two possible Christian solutions to the problem of evil and suffering.
(4)
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Examiner Comments
The candidate gives one developed solution.

e Evil and suffering happens for a reason (1)
e Developed by: God's testing them (1)

The extra material linked to this cannot be credited because it is not a
new solution.

Total: 2 marks

f‘\
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A ResultsPlus
\J

Examiner Tip
Teachers should refer to the specification for possible questions
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This response shows that candidates do not need to write excessively to give a developed
solution.

If the candidate crosses out a correct answer and does not offer a replacement and if the

crossed answer is legible, marks will be given. If a replacement is written the crossed out
answer will be ignored.

(b) Explain two possible Christian solutions to the problem of evil and suffering.
(4)
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The candidate gives two developed solutions.

e One possible Christian solution is free will (1)

e Developed by: it is our choices that create the problem of evil and
suffering (1)

e Evil and suffering promotes prayer (1)
e Developed by: People will look to God more...asking for help (1)

Total: 4 marks
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.3 - The Incarnation.

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why the Incarnation is significant to Christians today.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons were required, and
both were needed to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
guote) or an example. The development must relate both to the reason given and to the
question asked.

If the development is not about the question even if it relates to the reason given it will gain
no marks. Frequently candidates write ‘and this is in the Bible and the Bible is the word of
God', this (usually) does not answer the question and therefore receives no marks.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development, it does not gain a second mark as the source.

This response shows how a source should not be used.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1TRBO 1B 10
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(c) Explain two reasons whythls significant to Christians today.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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The candidate gives one developed reason.

e Heis the son of God who came to Earth (1)
e Developed by: To show humans teachings from God (1)

The source is not linked to the Incarnation so cannot be credited.

The second paragraph does not refer to the Incarnation (it refers to the
crucifixion). This is required by the question so it cannot be credited.

Total: 2 marks

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates must learn sources of wisdom and be able to use them
accurately and in context.

(c) items can be awarded 5 marks: 2 for a reason, 2 for the development of each reason and
1 for an accurate source that relates to the reason given.

The source must support the reason/teaching/belief/way given.

If the source is attributed to the wrong person/source/numerical reference it cannot be
credited eg a Pauline quote attributed to Jesus cannot be credited.

Numerical references on their own are not credited: the candidate must use it correctly eg
not just write John 10:10

The source of wisdom can be given as a recognisable paraphrase.

GCSE Religious Studies B1RBO 1B 12



(c) Explain two reasons why the Incarnation is significant to Christians today.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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The candidate gives two developed reasons using a source.
It begins with a source:

e Jesusis ‘the word became flesh (1)
e Developed by: He is the direct word and teaching of God (1)
e Developed by: Helps them keep faith in God (1)

Another reason:

e build a stronger connection with God (1)
e Developed by: Close the gap between God and mankind (1)

The remainder of the information is not required.

Total: 5 marks
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Question 1 (d)
The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items.

The candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,
including their significance and influence.

AQO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Christian Beliefs

Bullet point 1.2 - The creation of the universe and of humanity.
The question asked was:

“The Bible does not explain exactly how the universe was created.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against .

In your response you must:

* refer to Christian teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question are candidates required to
give a non-religious response. Candidates who gave a non-religious view had this part of the
answer ignored.

Better candidates recognised that this was a statement that should have led to a discussion
of a literal and metaphorical understanding of the creation of the universe.

Those candidates who focussed on the six days of creation or the creation of humanity found
it difficult to gain marks.

This year there was a new mark scheme for (d) questions. Teachers who are not familiar with
it should access the training materials on the Edexcel website.

SPaG marks were available on this question.
(d) items are levels marked: they are not point marked.

In (d) questions the statement asks candidates to consider the arguments for and against
and reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of the
arguments used /appraisal to gain the higher grades.

Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons for and against but did not
evaluate the credibility of the argument.
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*(d) “The Bible does not explain exactly how the universe was created.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
+ refer to Christian teachings

« reach a justified conclusion, o
' (153

.......... ONE Cligon by SO, C“m}rmns gionil
¢ 3 1T % ey ol Thed ﬂ rudeorle w)r"ly(,

buano7 loyte 0&4 . Jor eoate Thjook o
LGl sif Sagg A Soderude TN ol in 6 digs
awd/‘@’“%m Le...%/-e_/é "Lw’f (Wnr 7 had” Grod

ﬂd facr)/‘@ﬂmj,. hm/‘mnc Caéy/é( o (Mg, for
PP T Lbézé(e Tepines b god i3l

Pam@%{ ThyMeang 43 A@ e obleTolMake
/Z\L Lol (1 a l st hamess CO“W lm%ﬂf

{{{{{{{{{{

G a0 by Sprp Choismns wonld agree.
......... ($Tbar The creasim ST O2r g Chn b S2en

Mﬂ.ngfﬂﬁ‘w‘d’w—w A ord pof WAal
ATy hagpaed. for- Catarnple Sore.

df‘/}ﬂh,,; éé’//,g,,,p cert @’Q&Wﬂ/& ,,,,,,,,,,,
Bl bty Ths s e AT ALl
cotear. ,d/M 25 T3 el e T P bt N roideg

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B 16



Fss @ : f-é%cUaﬂJ le .:.Le.»é be /ga;f
WML@ L/J/’?f 4 e e |

17 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B




\\ -
Y / ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate reaches Level Two, 5 marks, which is the middle mark in
Level 2 because:

The answer gives sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 2
at the middle of the range of marks because most but not all the
demands of the level descriptor are met.

The answer gives:

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by limited
understanding of religion and belief.

It needed more simple judgements that had some links to the analysis
to achieve a higher Level 2.

SPaG is given 1 mark, because it meets threshold descriptors:

e Candidates spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy.
e Candidates use rules of grammar with some control of meaning and
any errors do not significantly hinder meaning overall.

Question: 5 marks

SPaG: 1 mark

Total: 6 marks

The candidate reaches Level Two, 6 marks, which is the highest mark in Level 2 because most
of the demands of the level descriptor are met and some of Level 3. It does not enter Level 3.
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*(d) “The Bible does not explain exactly how the universe was created.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
« refer to Christian teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.
' (15)
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The candidate reaches Level 2 and was given 6 marks and 1 mark for
SPaG.

The candidate reaches Level Two because it provides:

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by limited
understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to simple judgements which have some links to the analysis,
leading to a conclusion with limited justification.

SPaG is given 1 mark, in this example, because:

Reasonable accuracy means that the spelling and punctuation does
not influence the flow of reading.

Rules of Grammar used with some control means that the response
may be a one paragraph response.

Question: 6 marks
SPaG: 1 mark

Total: 7 marks

W4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates should ensure they take opportunities to assess and
analyse the validity of the evidence used in their arguments.
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family

Bullet point 2.3 - Christian teachings about the purpose and importance of the family.
The question asked was:

Outline three Catholic teachings about the purpose of the family.

The Christian teachings needed to be about the purpose of the family - not the purpose of
marriage. Answers referring to the procreative aspect of marriage were not credited.

(a) items are point marked - Outline requires three outlined points.

Candidates should record each sentence separately. This helps them know that they have
written three outlines.

P
Question 2: Marriage and the Family

2 (a) Outline three reasons why the family is important to Christians.

ot Socaal vl wval @ by
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This candidate receives a mark for an accurate teaching:
e Correct social and moral context to raise children (1)

The next line is about the purpose of marriage not the purpose of the
family.

The last reason is incomplete.

It does not make any difference whether a candidate uses bullet points
or not.

However, they must answer in full sentences for the response to be an
outline.

Total: 1 mark

The candidate writes three sentences, each outlining one teaching.
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2 (a) Outline three reasons why the family is important to Christians.
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Examiner Comments
This candidate has outlined 3 accurate teachings

¢ |t teaches children about the faith (1)
e |t teaches children right from wrong (1)
e |twas God’s plan (1)

Total: 3 marks

PR
S | ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
An outline must be more than one word, or item of knowledge.
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family

Bullet point 2.5 - Christian teachings about family planning and regulation of births.
The question asked was:

Explain two Christian teachings about family planning.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two teachings are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

In this question, most candidates were able to show knowledge of Christian teachings about
family planning recognising that it was about contraception and the regulation of births.
However, some candidates did not recognise the vocabulary used and, as such, gained fewer
marks.

Candidates should be familiar with the terminology used in the specification because these
words will be used in examination questions.

(b) items provide marks for four points, 2 for teachings and 2 for the development of each
teaching.
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(b) Explain tweo Christian teachings about family planning.
(4)
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The candidate gives one developed teaching.

The beginning is a definition of family planning: it does not answer the
question.

e If you can't afford...it is the most loving thing to do (1)
e Developed by: using artificial contraception (1)

The second paragraph does not answer the question.

TotaI: 2 marks

/~|x- ~
~2_) Eﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁ“

Write answers that divide into 2 paragraphs, each containing a
teaching and a development.
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(b) Explain two Christian teachings about family planning. = Conde ht@f’ bl
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Examiner Comments
This candidate gives two developed teachings.
1st teaching

¢ Artificial contraception is wrong (1)
e Developed by: It contradicts the command to ‘go forth and multiply’

(1)
2nd teaching

o Artificial contraception is acceptable (1)
e Developed by: Allows partners to strengthen their relationship
without having a baby (1)

Total: 4 marks

f/\h

\ \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
A source can be accepted as a development of a reason.
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family

Bullet point 2.1 - The importance and purpose of marriage for Christians.
The question asked was:

Explain two Christian responses to non-religious attitudes towards marriage.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

In this question, most candidates were able to show Christian responses to non-religious
attitudes - they realised that this required Christian ideas about marriage as responses. No
marks were given for a description of the non-religious attitudes because these were not
required.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two responses are required,
and both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. They must also use a source of
wisdom correctly in their answer, which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the
response given in the answer. This is the 5th mark.

(c) items are point marked.
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(c} Explain two Christian responses to non-religious attitudes towards marriage.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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The candidate gives one Christian response to non-religious attitudes
towards marriage. They do not develop this response accurately.

e You should get married as it is one of the 7 sacraments (1)
The information that follows is not a response about marriage.

Total: 1 mark

’
f/'l-_.-' N
y \

e ResultsPlus
\_/

) Examiner Tip
Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the
specification in order to achieve higher grades.
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This candidate receives 4 marks.

(c) Explain two Christian responses to non-religious attitudes towards marriage.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

N

Y { ResultsPlus
b/“--. Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two different responses: these are developed. The
source of wisdom given is tagged on at the end but it is not used.

e Marriage is sacred (1)

e Developed by: It was established by God (1)

e Itis a life-long relationship (1)

e Developed by: Provides stable financial and emotional backing (1)

The source that follows does not form part of the reasoning so cannot
be credited.

Total: 4 marks

34\ ResultsPus
<)

) Examiner Tip
The source must be relevant and used as part of the candidate's
reasoning.
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Question 2 (d)

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the (d) items. As explained in the specification this
means:

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.
AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark on the paper.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of
the arguments used/appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced
excellent answers giving reasons for and against but did not evaluate the credibility of the
argument. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting
candidates' progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme and marks are given using ‘best fit’
according to the levels descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Marriage and the Family

Bullet point 2.6 - Christian teachings and attitudes about divorce and remarriage.
The question asked was:

“All Christians should accept divorce and remarriage.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

* refer to Christian teachings

« refer to different Christian points of view

* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that candidates were required to give different Christian points of view. Without
different views, the maximum an answer could be given was Level 2, 6 marks.

Candidates who did well recognised that this was about the different Christian attitudes to
divorce and remarriage: they were able to expand answers with analysis using the teachings
of different denominations.

If teachers are unaware of the changes to the (d ) levels mark scheme, they should look at the
resources available on the Edexcel website.
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(d) “All Christians should accept divorce and remarriage.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
- refer to Christian teachings
- refer to different Christian ) points of view.

« reach a justified conclusion.
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The answer gives sufficient accurate information to reach Level 2 at the
middle of the range of marks because most, but not all, of the
demands of the level descriptor are met.

The answer gives:

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by limited
understanding of religion and belief.

It needs more simple judgements that have some links to the analysis
to reach a higher mark in Level 2.

Level 2

Total: 5 marks

'f \ ResultsPlus
<\

) Examiner Tip
There are many different ways to answer (d) items and gain marks: a
template will not assure good marks (as seen in this example).
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(d) "All Christians should accept divorce and remarriage.” D l
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

refer to Christian teachings

refer to different Christian points of view
« reach a justified conclusion.
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This response reaches Level Four because it gives:

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
thorough understanding of religion and belief. This leads to reasoned
judgements

To receive higher marks it needs to support judgements by the
appraisal of arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is
consistent with the analysis.

Total: 10 marks

ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip
Analysis of the reasons looks at their strengths and weakness and
gives reasons for them.
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life

Bullet point 3.8 - The role and importance of the Church in the worldwide community.
The question asked was:

Outline three features of the work of Christian Aid.

This question worked well: it highlighted whether or not candidates knew what Christian Aid
was, the reasons for its work and what it does. Most candidates were able to respond and
give accurate answers.

However, some candidates simply wrote about what Christians do to give aid and these
gained lower marks.

(a) items are point marked - there are 3 marks available.

Each reason needs to be given to be its own standalone sentence, otherwise it is not an
outline. Sentences do not need to be more than one line.
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Question 3: Living the Christian Life
3 (a) Outline three features of the work of Christian Aid.

(3)
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{ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate is given 0 marks.

The candidate attempts to provide 3 outlines, but none is an accurate
feature of the work of Christian Aid. It seems they are writing about
what a local church does.

Question 3: Living the Christian Life

3 (a) Outline three features of the work of Christian Aid.
(3)
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The candidate writes three accurate sentences outlining three features
of the work of Christian Aid.

e One feature is providing short-term aid (1)
e Another is providing long-term aid (1)
e Another is raising awareness of the problems faced within society

(1)
These are three sentences — three outlines.

Total: 3 marks

A . ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip

Three separate sentences, each one on a new line, is a good idea!
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life

Bullet point 3.1 - Christian worship

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why some Christians choose to worship without structure.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both must be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
guote) or an example. The development must link to the reason given and to the question
asked.

In this question, candidates were asked to show knowledge and understanding of forms of
worship - specifically those with less structure.

(b) items are point marked - two reasons are required.
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(b) Explain two reasons why some Christians choose to worship without structure.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

This candidate gives two accurately-developed reasons

e To ask God for something in particular (1)

e Developed by: For example, forgiveness of sins (1)

e Christians don't like the formality of liturgical worship (1)
e Developed by: Because there are set scripts (1)

Total: 4 marks

—
- \I'n

Q} ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Examples linked to the reason given are a good form of development.
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Examiners must mark what the candidates writes rather than what they might mean.

(b) Explain two reasons why some Christians choose to worship without structure.
{(4)

e e
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ﬂR&suﬁsﬁtﬁ
Examiner Comments
This candidate gives one developed reason.

e They may feel more connected to God (1)
e Developed by: Since they are not following a set prayer (1)

There is no further information.

Total: 2 marks

\< ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip
Writing reasons in separate paragraphs, one for each reason, is a good
idea.
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life
Bullet point 3.5 - Christian religious celebrations

The question asked was:

Explain two reasons why Advent is important to most Christians.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. The reasons then should be supported with a
‘reference to a source of wisdom', this must support the reason given and cannot be awarded
twice. Therefore, if the source is used as development, it does not gain a second mark for the
source at the same time.

In this question, candidates were able to show knowledge and understanding about why
Advent is important. Candidates who described Christmas gained lower/no marks.

43 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B



(c) Explain tweo reasons why Advent is important for most Christians.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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The candidate is given 2 marks.
They give one accurately developed reason.

e Firstly, advent is important to Christians as it is a lead up to the birth
of Christ (1)
e Developed by: This means it remembers the incarnation (1)

The second paragraph is not clearly about Advent - it cannot be
credited.

Total: 2 marks

A\ ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip
Candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for
word.

(c) items provide marks for five points: 2 for reasons, 2 for the development of each reason
and one for an accurate source that relates to the reason given

The candidate is given 5 marks.

This answer shows that candidates do not need to write very much to gain 5 marks.
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(c) Explain two reasons why Advent is important for most Christians.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

. (5)
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The candidate gives two developed reasons and uses a source as part
of their reasoning.

e |t gives them hope that Jesus is coming (1)

e Developed by: Advent is the lead up to Christmas (1)

e It reminds them that God sent his only son (1) - this could be a
source or reason

There is then another source - so the previous line is credited as a
reason:

e Down to earth ‘to dwell amongst us' (1)
e Developed by: As a guiding light (1)

Total: 5 marks

"’ 4 \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Sources can be paraphrased; however, they must be recognisable.
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Question 3 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,
including their significance and influence.

AQO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question ask candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of
the arguments used/appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced
excellent answers giving reasons for and against but did not evaluate the credibility of the
argument. Formulas and writing frames restrict the flow of the arguments thus restricting
candidates' progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme and receive marks using ‘best fit’
according to the levels descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Christian Life

Bullet point 3.2 - The role of the sacraments in Christian life and their practice in two
denominations.

The question asked was:

“Christians should celebrate seven sacraments.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:

* refer to Christian teachings

* refer to different Christian points of view

* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point nor on the question, are candidates required to
give a non-religious response. They are asked to consider different Christian points of view. If
they did not do this, they could not reach more than Level 2, 6 marks.

Candidates who did well knew about the different views of Christian denominations and the
number of sacraments. They were able to expand answers with examples. Candidates who
did less well did not know about different Christian points of view.

Some candidates referred to the inability to participate in all seven sacraments or described
the value of each sacrament and gained much lower marks.

SPaG marks were available on this question.
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(d) items are levels- marked: they are not points marked.

Candidates may write on the exam paper and cross out the elements required. This may help
them plan and ensure they meet all the requirements of the question.

This answer gives sufficient accurate information to reach Level 2 at the top of the range of
marks.

Most of the demands of the level descriptor are met and some of those from Level 3. As best-
fit, it does not enter Level 3.
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*(d) “Christians should celebrate seven sacraments.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against..

In your response you must:
« refer to Christian teachings
- refer to different Christian points of view
+ reach a justified conclusion.
(15)
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The candidate reaches Level Two, 6 marks because it gives :

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by limited
understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to simple judgements which have some links to the analysis,
leading to a conclusion with limited justification.

SPaG is given 3 marks, in this example, because:

They spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy.

They use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.
They use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate

Question: 6 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 9 marks

ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Write a plan.

The candidate reaches Level Four — 10 marks, which is the lowest mark in Level 4 because
the answer does not meet all the demands of the level descriptor.
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*(d) “Christians should celebrate seven sacraments.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. ?O ‘ -‘ _

In your response you must: N \.U\

refer to Christian teachings
- refer to different Christian points of view
» reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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This response gives:

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
thorough understanding of religion and belief. This leads to reasoned
judgements

To receive higher marks it needs to support judgements by the
appraisal of arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is
consistent with the analysis.

SPaG is given 3 marks, in this example, because:

They spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy.

They use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.
They use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate

Question: 10 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 13 marks

r | 4
r.

ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates can extend their chain of reasoning by using development
such as examples, sources and explanations.
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Question 4 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of life and Death
Bullet point 4.2 - Christian teachings about the sanctity of life

The question asked was:

Outline three ways the Bible shows human life is special.

The candidates needed to provide biblical teachings about why human life is special, which is
bullet 4.2. This elicited a wide range of correct responses. Candidates did not need to use
quotations although this was acceptable. Candidates who gave answers that were not biblical
or about animal life did not gain marks because they did not answer the question.

Some candidates answered using a list, which is not an outline, and thus will only receive 1
mark according to the mark scheme.

Question 4: Matters of Life and Death
4 (a) Outline three ways the Bible shows human life is special.

(3)
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The candidate is given 1 mark: they give one way outlined in a
sentence.

e Jesus forgave the sins of mankind by being crucified (1)

Total: 1 mark
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4 (a) Outline three ways the Bible shows human life is special.

> | ‘Mmlr N

Question 4: Matters of Life and Death

(3)
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Total: 3 marks

iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate receives one mark for each way shown in the Bible,
outlined in a sentence.

e We were made in the image of God (1)
e God made us (1) The extra information is not needed
e The Holy Spirit comes insides of us, as if we were a temple (1)

Candidates should provide three full sentences to answer an (a) item.

Y
xsz"\l 1

Q) ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.1 - Christian teachings about the origin and value of the universe

The question asked was:

Explain two Christian responses to the view that the universe can be used a commodity.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two responses are required,
and both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
quote) or an example. The development must link to the response given and to the question
asked.

In this question, candidates were able to show Christian knowledge and understanding about
the use of the universe. Some candidates did not know what the word '‘commodity' meant,
even though it is in the specification. These candidates gained no marks .

(b) Explain two Christian responses to the view that the universe can be used as
a commodity.

(4)
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This candidate gives one accurate developed response.
The first paragraph is not accurate and cannot be credited.

e Take care of the Earth given to humans (1)
e Developed by: As using and abusing God’s creation is disrespectful
(1)

Total: 2 marks

' . ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

Candidates should ensure they read the secondary command word in
each question. In this case it is 'responses’.
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The candidate gives two developed beliefs each is in its own
paragraph.

e The universe was a gift from God (1)

pleased (1)
e The belief of stewardship (1)

looked after (1)

Total: 4 marks

e Developed by: Who gave humans freewill to do with it what they

e Developed by: Everything God made was sacred and should be

@) ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

avoid overlapping material.

Candidates should try to vary their answers as much as possible, to
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Question 4 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death
Bullet point 4.5 - Christian teachings and beliefs about life after death

The question asked was:

Explain two Christian beliefs that support the existence of a life after death.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two beliefs are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a quotes/paraphrase) or an example. The
development must link to the belief given and to the question asked.

The beliefs then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the belief given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development, it does not gain a second mark as the source.

Most candidates were able to identify Christian beliefs that support the existence of life after
death. A few candidates discussed near-death experiences but did not link these to a
Christian idea such as heaven or God: these responses were not credited.

(c) items provide marks for five points, 2 for beliefs, 2 for the development of each belief and
one for an accurate source that relates to the belief given
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(c) Explain two Christian beliefs that support the existence of a life after death.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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The candidate gives two developed beliefs and makes use of a source.
They gain maximum marks.

1st belief

e One belief that supports life after death is the resurrection (1)

e Use of source: Jesus arose from the dead (1) (they did not need to
say in the book of Luke)

e Developed by: Jesus was able to come back to life (1)

2nd belief

e Asecond belief that supports it is the ascension (1)
e Developed by: Jesus rose up to heaven to be with God (1) (they did
not need to say in the book of Luke)

Total: 5 marks

ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Candidates do not have to reference where a quote comes from. In
fact, if they get it wrong then they cannot receive marks for the quote.

This response shows that an answer that is divided into two paragraphs: it is easier to read
and give marks to!
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{c) Explain twe Christian beliefs that support the existence of a life after death.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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The candidate gives two developed beliefs and makes use of a source.
They gain maximum marks.

1st belief

¢ One Christian belief that supports the existence of life after death is
the resurrection of Jesus (1)

e Use of source: He is not here he has risen (1)

e Developed by: Jesus was taken back to heaven (1)

There is extra written information that cannot be credited (wasting the
candidate's time).

2nd belief

e Another Christian belief that supports the existence of life after
death is that eschatology gives life a purpose (1)

e Developed by: Christians will try to ...live good Christian lives so they
can enter heaven (1)

Total: 5 marks

U\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates should not write 'a source of wisdom for this is' or worse,

SOWA — this means the source is not being used as part of the
reasoning in the question.
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Question 4 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,
including their significance and influence.

AQO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of the
arguments used/appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent
answers giving reasons for and against but did not evaluate the credibility of the argument .
Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting the candidates's
progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme and given marks using ‘best fit’
according to the levels descriptors.

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Matters of Life and Death

Bullet point 4.4 - Implications of the value and sanctity of life for the issue of abortion.
The question asked:

“No one should be allowed to have an abortion.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

* refer to Christian teachings

* refer to relevant ethical arguments

* reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that as required in the bullet point in the question candidates were required to
refer to ethical arguments. If they did not, the maximum mark they could be awarded was
Level 2, 6 marks.

Non-religious arguments were ignored because they were not asked for in the question.

Candidates who did well were able to expand answers with evaluation. (d) questions are
good discriminators of achievement in Religious Studies.

This year there was a new mark scheme for (d) questions. Teachers who are not familiar with
it should access the training materials on the Edexcel website.

(d) items are levels marked: they are not points marked.
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(d) “No-one should be allowed to have an abortion.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

refer to Christian teachings

refer to relevant ethical arguments
+ reach a justified conclusion.

s Geed  Sews ‘ttew  shall et el i meaok. Gk

Yt S nded ... 4 Ao Oty Caten o Cley
en’t . een. boxn. Yok - Sore. ol Maows  Gelere
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ﬂResutts?lus

Examiner Comments

The response reaches Level Two, 5 marks, which is the middle mark in
Level 2 because:

The answer gives sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 2
at the middle of the range of marks because most but not all the
demands of the level descriptor are met.

The answer gives:

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by limited
understanding of religion and belief.

It needs more simple judgements, which have some links to the
analysis to reach a higher mark in Level 2.

Total: 5 marks

Examiner Tip

lf \ ResultsPlus
\

Candidates should be familiar with the requirements in the levels mark
scheme.
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The candidate reaches Level Four, 11 marks, which is the middle mark in Level 4 because the
answer met most of the demands of the level descriptor but not all of them.
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

The candidate has reached Level Four, 11 marks, because it gives:

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
thorough understanding of religion and belief. This leads to reasoned
judgements

To obtain higher marks it needed to support judgements by giving
more appraisal of arguments.

Total: 11 marks

s ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip
Candidates should be encouraged to learn the whole of the
specification, so there are no gaps in their knowledge.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
- Answer (a) items in outlines - this means they should write in full sentences

- Provide 3 sentences for (a) items: each should be on a separate line

- (b) items should have 2 developed reasons (not more than 2)

- Development may be 1) examples 2) quotes 3) extra relevant material

- Development must link to the reason given and the question set

- (¢) items are similar to (b) items but use a source/quotation as a fifth element

- A source of wisdom may be a paraphrase but should be identifiable

- The source of wisdom must be linked to the reason given

- (d) items have a new mark scheme this year: candidates should be familiar with it

- (d) item responses must show AO2 skills

- (d) items must show an appraisal of the argument — not simply rely on a set format

- Levels descriptors must be used to mark (d) items
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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