Examiners’ Report
June 2023

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B

ResultsPlus



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

ResultsPlus

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson's free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students' exam results.

e See students' scores for every exam question.

e Understand how your students' performance compares with class and national averages.

¢ |dentify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop
their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus. Your
exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of
people, wherever they are in the world. We've been involved in education for over 150 years,
and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at:
www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2023
Publications Code 1RBO_1B_2306_ER
All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2023

GCSE Religious Studies B 1TRBO 1B 2


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/btec.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html

Introduction

This paper is the most popular unit in the suite of papers: it contributes to 50% of the overall
award when combined with another area of study/religion.

The paper includes four questions, each covers a section of the specification, candidates are
expected to answer all four questions, and there is no element of choice on the paper. The
details of the assessment content are provided in the specification. Centres are expected to
use the Edexcel specification rather than other published resources when planning and
teaching the course content.

This paper allows an in-depth study of Christianity as a lived religion within the United
Kingdom, where it is the main religion, and its beliefs and teachings on life, specifically about
Marriage and the Family and Matters of Life and Death. This unit engages the interest of
young people, because it addresses many Christian beliefs and teachings in addition to some
of the issues affecting young people today.

Note:
GENERIC INFORMATION regarding crossing out:

e When candidates have given two answers and crossed out the first - examiners mark the
replacement answer.

e If the crossed-out answer was correct and the replacement is incorrect, marks are not
awarded. The candidate has chosen to give the wrong answer.

¢ If the candidate crosses out a correct answer, and does not offer a replacement and the
crossing out can be read, it is possible to obtain marks.

GENERIC INFORMATION regarding Sources of wisdom and authority.

The source must support the issue/reason/teaching/belief/way given.

If the source is attributed to the wrong person/source/numerical reference it cannot be
credited e.g. a Pauline quote attributed to Jesus it cannot be credited.

Numerical references on their own are not credited the candidate must use it correctly e.g.
not just write John 10:10.

The source of wisdom can be given as a recognisable paraphrase.
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In (d) questions, 'Appraisal' shows:

e The value of the evidence provided

e the strength of the answer

e the validity of the chains in the answer

e a consideration of what is written in order to answer the questions (rather than simply
which side they agree with)

e a measurement of which side is more logical

e an assessment of which is the more compelling argument

¢ an understanding of which argument is more convincing or rational

Some questions have marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar - SPaG.

Assessment Objective(s) is abbreviated to AO.
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Question 1 (a)

The candidates needed to provide ways, not reasons or teachings, and they needed to refer
to Biblical events/ teachings not general beliefs.

Teachers should refer to the specification for probable wording in questions. Candiates
should be familiar with the specialist terms used in the specification.

1 (a) Outline three ways the Bible shows Jesus is the incarnate Son of God.

JAN

) &{ ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

In this question anything in the Bible that shows the divinity of Jesus
was credited.

This candidate writes three sentences outlining three ways.

e Jesus walks on water (1)
e Jesus is resurrected (1)
e Jesus performed the miracle of turning water into wine (1)

Total: 3 Marks

@4\ ResultsPuss
<)

) Examiner Tip

Make sure there are three distinct sentences.
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This question allowed a wide range of correct answers but they had to be evident as a way
seen in an an event /teaching in the Bible.

1 (a) Outline three ways the Bible shows Jesus is the incarnate Son of God.

0L mms e \D ble@\f\ﬁwg LSS SH
H(Q:n(:crf\q %QCL‘. e ’H‘L {‘&Sure_ﬂhmg.:
........... 8. SHesus 00 Eaner: |
. Boobhe- .. SR “NE_ .......... Y, blﬂ_ ............ = \ncw..b ............ Sesud..
w:a-\lrn GACarnote B -\:\rt
Yo LEke borh:. +1’€ 00 ..onsh.. H(—L ol \\3

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate writes two sentences: however only one is a specific
event /teaching in the Bible.

i PP

e Resurrection of Jesus (1)

Total: 1 Mark

A
('\'|

\_) Eﬁ%ﬂ!ﬁﬁus

Examiners give one mark for each way outlined - written in a full
sentence.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B 6



Question 1 (b)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of one of: a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of
wisdom a quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the
question asked.

Answers needed to address ' the problem of evil and suffering' as shown in the specification.
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(b) Explain two issues caused by the problem of evil and suffering for Christians.
(4)
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed issues.

e Issue One - God is shown as not omnibenevolent (1) Development
One - if God were all loving he would stop suffering (1)

e Issue Two - God is shown not to be omnipotent (1) Development
Two - if he was all powerful he could stop evil with his power (1)

Total: 4 Marks

/ “';‘{ \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Candidates should be familiar with the specification.
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This response shows the candidate has not understood what it mean by 'The problem of evil
and suffering'.

{B) Expfai?n two issues cal._ls;e:duby‘tﬁe'pr-ablem of evil and suffering for Christians.
(4)
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has responded to a question about evil and suffering in
general not about the problem of evil and thus they gain 0 marks.

SR
Q) ResultsPhus

Candidates need to learn specialist words and phrases.
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Question 1 (¢)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two ' on (c) items. Therefore, two beliefs were required, and
both were needed to be developed, for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
guote) or an example. The development must relate to the event given and to the question
asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development, it does not gain a second mark for the source.

If the development is not about the question and the belief given it will gain no marks.

Frequently, candidates write: ‘and this is in the Bible and the Bible is the word of God' - this
usually does not answer the question and no marks are given.
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(c) Explain two Christian beliefs about iesu&shown by the cruciﬁxioﬂ.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed beliefs and makes use of a source
in their reasoning.

e Belief One - One of the persons of God as he was able to dies for
our sins (1) Source - forgive them Father (1) Development One - he
brought us salvation because of his death (1)

e Belief Two - He is also human (1) Development Two - because he
did die (1)

Total: 5 Marks
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This response gained 3 marks for one developed belief with the use of a source.

(c) Explain two Christian beliefs about Jesus shown by the crucifixion.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

f

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one accurate developed belief and makes use of a
source in the reasoning.

e Belief One - Jesus died for humanities sins (1) Development One -
the only way to be a true believer (1) Source - through him you can
achieve salvation (1)

The next paragraph is about resurrection not crucifixion and so cannot
be credited.

Total: 3 marks

.-"'#_l‘l

“’\Vj ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip

Make sure you read the question carefully.
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items.

The candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,
including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

Please note that, neither in the bullet points, nor in the question stimulus are candidates
required to give a non-religious response.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of the
arguments used/appraisal, to reach the higher levels.

Many candidates produced excellent answers giving reasons for and against but did not
evaluate the credibility of the argument.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments limiting candidates'
progression to the higher levels.

(d) questions are Level marked: they are not point marked. It is not possible to tick mark a
(d) question.

13 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B



*(d) “Jesus needed to die to bring atonement with God."

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should: K
« refer to Christian teachings f 9‘“ oW “tod G«U'ﬂm
- reach a justified conclusion. Wh'; ongond ow] "Let twey e uagw’
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has been awarded Level Three because:

e The answer shows coherent and logical chains of reasoning and
accurate understanding of religion and belief.

e There are judgements made throughout the answer and appraisal is
attempted.

The first paragraph provides coherent and logical chains of reasoning
focussed on the concept that God sent Jesus for atonement. This is
developed by making connections to biblical evidence and then further
provides more reasoning linked to the nature of God. There is then an
attempt to evaluate this argument and an alternative point of view
which also uses the characteristic of God.

The second paragraph is another conerennt argument based on the
Genesis account and original sin requiring the sacrifice of Jesus. There
is another attempt to appraise this argument.

Conclusions have been given throughout the argument. another
conclusion is given at the end of the essay summarising the arguments
used.

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to reach Level 3 in the
bottom of the range of marks because most, but not all, of the
demands of the level descriptor are met. It contains coherent and
logical chains of reasoning and accurate understanding of religion and
belief.

To reach Level Four the candidate would need to:

e demonstrate a wider understanding by using more logical chains of
reasoning and connections among the full range of elements in the
question with a comprehensive appraisal of evidence.

Level 3
Response: 7 Marks
SPaG: 3 Marks

Total: 10 marks
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| Examiner Tip
Candidates should aim to spend half their time on d questions as they
contain half the marks.

\.
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In this example it is clear that the SPaG interferes with the understanding of the response
thus it gains 1 mark for SPaG as low performance.

*(d) “Jesus needed to die to bring atonement with God.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Christian teachings
reach a justified conclusion.

"Se_sm; Seas c)-m ........... (XN ‘Erc:d .\A-;&-M BT
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< ! Result<Plus
/--.'. Examiner Comments

This candidate has been awarded Level One because:

The paragraph provides an argument ‘Jesus died on the cross .. means
God is all loving'. It shows an isolated element of understanding of
religion and belief.

The candidate does not provide further development, opposite views,
a conclusion, or any evaluation in the answer.

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 1,
at the middle of the of the range of marks because it contained
isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief.

To be awarded Level Two the candidate would need to:

Make superficial chains of reasoning and attempt judgements and
appraisal.

It is worth noting that accurate religious studies information must be
awarded before any spelling, punctuation and grammar marks are
awarded.

Level 1
Response: 2 Mark
SPaG: 1 marks

Total: 3 Marks

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates should aim to attempt all (d) questions giving arguments
for and against and drawing a conclusion.
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Question 2 (a)

The majority of candidates gained 3 marks as there were many ways a local parish supports
families.

(a) items are point marked - each outline requires a full sentence.

2 (a) Outline three ways the local parish may support families.
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(3)

N

‘i&jR&suﬂsﬂm
Examiner Comments

The candidate writes three sentences - each sentence outlines one
way.

¢ Holding baby support groups for mums (1)
¢ Providing the option of family worship (1)
e Providing parenting classes (1)

Total: 3 Marks

-
o 'I
e

z"'/ 4 II'.

(T ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Candidates should record each outline on a separate line.
This helps them know that they have written three outlines.

It helps examiners know when each outline has finished.
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This question had multiple correct answers.

2 (a) Outline three ways the local parish may support families.
(3)

.................... WU NG Mt L. AN ANAACLLLY i

ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments
The candidate writes two sentences outlining two ways.

e Food banks for poorer families (1)
e Supporting families financially (1)

Total: 2 Marks

) //z"’ | .-'. .'-I.I

(T ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

(a) items are point marked - 'Outline’ requires three outlined teachings
in sentences.
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

In this question candidates were able to show understanding of the reasons why Christians
marry or Christians teachings about marriage.

(b) questions are point marked - Two developed reasons are required.

(b) questions provide marks for four points, 2 for reasons and 2 for the development of each
reason.

(b) Explain tweo reasons Christians think marriage is important.

émemséluoca-nave kids. Foreve Ths

Aﬂ@g‘e—rl‘ea&mis&d-é\éﬁ"’ssg)ouda
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N / ResultsPlus
/---t Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons.

e Reason One - it means they can have kids (1) Development One - it
creates a stable environment (1)

e Reason Two - it brings you closer to God (1) Development Two -
God is present when binding two people together (1)

It is this example it is clear that candidates do not have to write a lot to
get maximum marks.

Total: 4 Marks

A ResultsPlus
<)

Examiner Tip
Write an answer that divides into two paragraphs, each containing a
reason and a development.
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This example shows that candidates cannot rely on guesswork they must learn the content of
the specification.

(b) Explain two reasons Christians think marriage is important.
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~ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments
This response gives one accurate reason.

e Reason One - It is one of the sacraments (1)

All the remaining information about sacraments and Jesus is incorrect
and cannot be credited.

Total: 1 Mark

< ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip

Vary answers as much as possible, to avoid overlapping material.
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Question 2 (c)

In this question candidates were able to show knowledge and understanding of same-sex
sexual relationships.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two attitudes are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks. They must also correctly use a source of
wisdom in their answer, which must be identifiable, relevant and linked to the way given in

the answer. This is the 5t mark.

This (c) items provides marks for five points, 2 for teachings, 2 for the development of each
teaching and one for an accurate source that relates to the teaching given.

Candidates must be prepared for the whole breadth and depth of the specification in order
to achieve higher grades.

(c) Explain two Christian teachings about same-sex sexual relationships.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)

I'eml'.’lonﬁ hy
Ot (nngnan. nmmrm} S AN S-Stk WeEkSDde 3% O

_w(ON0y - In % Bigu i Sdis ‘o 1o snwu m
m\mmﬂﬂimﬁrmﬂlnmmwowd\o«wommnTms%ﬂows
N o aayind A SAME =St YRlakTpnship, You. ..
SR oind adainst. God. W Bow 0igo 0SS

US30URS Tk mvmr{)Mmswm%hmmpwaﬂs90\3
L Qoo N T

ANy nnsy W\ ’rwcmn mmazrsanuszx
f%lmmmmpsmemwwMO\ML\birm\ﬁowsmﬂk
Ao N0F MINY Mok San@-stx (UIRHENSNIPS. AYe.....
SINLENRY WEON0, VOWRWEY, many 40 srih N0t
e DAL DAMR -5 IY oxmmp\nmwmurm

25 GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 1B



N
\( / ResultsPlus
/'--t Examiner Comments

This candidate has given two developed teachings.

e Teaching One - Same sex relationships are wrong (1) Source - No
man shall lie with another man as he would a woman (1)
Development One - you are going against God (1)

e Teaching Two - Same sex relationships are allowed (1) Development
Two - not wrong inherently (1)

Total: 5 Marks

- .'::"' . ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Be familiar with the words used in the specification.
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(c) items are point marked.
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This candidate has given two teachings, one is developed.

e Teaching One - Some Liberal Christians may be more understanding
of it (1)

e Teaching Two - Catholic Christians may be against same-sex
realtionships (1) Development Two - do not lie with a man as you
would with a woman (1)

Total: 3 Marks

T\ ResultsPlus
\_/' Examiner Tip

A source must be relevant and used as part of the candidate's
reasoning.
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Question 2 (d)

The focus of the marking is AO2 on the d items. As explained in the specification this means:
Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence.
AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall mark on the paper.

The question asks candidates to ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and
against and reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of
the arguments used / appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced
excellent answers giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the
argument. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting
student’s progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit" according to the
level descriptors.

Please note that candidates were required to give a different Christian points of view, if they
did not then their answer was capped at Level 2 because an element of the question has
been ignored.

(d) questions are good discriminators of achievement in RS. Candidates who did well
recognised that this was about whether leaders in the Church should be men alone or men
and women and were able to expand answers with appraisal. Candiates who did not achieve
high marks did not answer the question about leaders in Church.

There are many different ways to answer d) items and gain marks: a template will not assure
good marks.
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(d) “Both men and women should be leaders in the Church.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Christian teachings
refer to different Christian points of view
« reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has been awarded Level Three because:

e The answer shows coherent and logical chains of reasoning and
accurate understanding of religion and belief.

e There are judgments made throughout the answer and appraisal is
attempted.

The first paragraph provides coherent and logical chains of reasoning
focussed on the concept that Jesus and his disciples were men. It
develops this idea making connections and then further provides more
reasoning linked to the eucharist.

The paragraph continues with an argument against, which discusses
equality in the Genesis account. This is developed with a superficial
argument about the role of nuns and an attempt at evaluation.

The second paragraph is a different Christian point of view - this is
required by the question and provides a logical chain of reasoning
linked to women leading in Churches and mistranslation of the Bible.

This is followed by an attempt at evaluation.

A conclusion is then given, which briefly appraises the arguments
given.

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 3
in the bottom of the range of marks because most of, but not all, the
demands of the level descriptor are met.

It contains coherent and logical chains of reasoning and accurate
understanding of religion and belief.

To reach Level 4 the response would have to:

Demonstrate a wider understanding by using more logical chains of
reasoning and connections among the full range of elements in the
question, with a comprehensive appraisal of evidence.

Level 3

Total: 7 Marks
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Candidates should do a brief plan to help structure the essay.
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This question does not give SPaG marks - it is out of 12 marks.

(d) “Both men and women should be leaders in the Church”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

« refer to Christian teachings

« refer to different Christian points of view
« reach a justified conclusion.
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The candidate has been awarded Level One because:

The paragraph provides an argument ‘God created mankind in his
image' this is explained using the concept of equality.

The next paragraph is a counter-argument, God made women from
men.

The candidate does not provide a conclusion or any evaluation in the
answer.

Reasons are not developed; the information is very general. It shows
isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief.

The answer gives sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 1
at the middle of the range of marks because it contains mostly general
information, within isolated elements of understanding of religion and
belief.

To be awarded Level Two the candidate would need to make
superficial chains of reasoning and attempt judgements and appraisal.

Level 1

Total: 2 Marks

)\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

The content of a d question response should answer the question.
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Question 3 (a)

This question worked well: it highlighted those candidates who knew about the impact of
sacraments on Christian life. It was a wide question.

This is a full mark response.

3 (a) Outline three reasons why sacraments may be important in Christian life.

AoONel.. (Cmor\tcf{mq1+hegcmoee\.@@m
............. O Y
aocinel. £00an . L Tn0t INEY s con.alt. ad.OC ...
O EN L OND. O B TN e,
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate writes three sentences - each sentence outlines one
reason.

e That a Christian can become a member of the Church (1)
e They can be closer to God (1)
e They can get rid of their sins (1)

Total: 3 Marks

4\ ResuitsPus
\_/

) Examiner Tip

Each belief needs to be in its own standalone sentence, otherwise it is
not an outline.
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This response includes inaccurate information.

3 (a) Outline three reasons why sacraments may be important in Christian life.
(3)

oLloser.. e Q c::cL .............
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Examiner Comments

The candidate writes three sentences - only 2 of them are credit
worthy

e |t gets them closer to God (1)
The next line 'it is obligatory' is inaccurate and cannot be credited
e To ask for forgiveness (1)

Total: 2 Marks

SR
S | ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Three separate sentences is a good idea!
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
guote) or an example. The development must link to the reason given and to the question
asked.

In this question candidates were able to show knowledge and understanding of the
worldwide Church. Those that confused this with a parish church gained fewer / no marks.

(b) items are point marked - two reasons are required.
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(b) Explain two reasons why the Church is important in the worldwide community.
(4)

MJMMWW&;WW ...........
Shlhr AS ~Araimes. ... ool . Hlnad... Jarstbiy ... Bonsdb S Hrsa.........

_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons - 4 marks.

e Reason One - provides aid for those who need it (1) Development
One - donates money accumulated (1)

e Reason Two - serves as a message to those who are not Christians
(1) Development Two - spreads the gospel (1)

Total: 4 Marks

-

s

@ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Examples linked to the reason given are a good form of development.
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(b) items are point marked - two developed reasons are required.

(b) Explain two reasons why the Church is important in the worldwide community.
(4)
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<g§ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate does not know what the worldwide Church is - their
answer refers to a local church.

Total: 0 Marks

)
) ResutsPs

Candidates should learn the difference between the world-wide
Church and the local church.
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
guote) or an example. The development must link to the reason given and to the question
asked.

In this question candidates were able to show knowledge and understanding of pilgrimage.
There were many possible answers so candidates did well on this question.

This candidate accurately uses a source as part of their response.

(c) Explain two activities that may take place on a pilgrimage.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

%ﬂ.umumq ' T%u&’gnoi‘;\-ws hg (5)
............................ n"‘.’.t.i:a'm.r&.j A8 V\'&Lhnc:\ Tle.. p{a,ﬁ@-s Sy Se..su.s"'l%’rcka.@ﬁ
...... 3. 0000 {3th]hmuﬁaﬁ.....}n....Eﬁ(\)&m..------&ﬁu Wany. wnﬂaHa-shgef

....................... ughﬁww?kmu%mam&erm;mhw
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This candidate has given two developed activities and uses a source.

e Activity One - Following Jesus footsteps (1) Development One -
visiting the places from Jesus last days (1)

e Activity Two - Group prayer (1) (Then there is information at a
tangent to the maximum marks) Source - Pilgrimages evoke us on
an spiritual journey (1) Development Two - creates a stronger
connection to God (1)

Total: 5 Marks

Examiners will always award maximum marks available.

Examiner Tip

v ResultsPlus
ey

Learn and use quotations.
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If candidates find the use of a source difficult, then it is better to tell them to answer a (c)
guestion in the same way as a b) question, rather than writing ‘a source to support this’' or ‘a
qguote related to this is'.

(c) Explain two activities that may take place on a pilgrimage.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

BM&M*WJM%MM%H;HM ......... z.em\dosﬂ.r ..........
e G becene 3 s adn@ar. Yo geme ¥ B YA

Boseconeh ok ”’d—a ........ 1.5 m;;%‘.afmwmmm%m%cku
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iﬁhamlner Comments

This candidate has given two developed activities.

e Activity One - Visiting Jesus's birth place (1) Development One - feel
closer to God (1)

e Activity Two - Visit Jerusalem (1) Development Two - because Jesus
went on pilgrimage there (1)

Total: 4 Marks

- V ResultsPlus
<KD

| Examiner Tip
Write responses to c questions in 2 paragraphs.
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Question 3 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,
including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of the arguments
used /appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers
giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments limited candidates'
progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using a levels - based mark scheme and marks are given using ‘best fit,’
according to the levels descriptors.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question are candidates required to
give a non-religious response.

(d) questions are good discriminators of achievement in RS. Candidates who did well knew
about the use of the local church and were able to expand answers with evaluation.

This question includes an additional 3 marks for SPaG.

This question is about the local church and what it does for people living locally. Good
answers wrote about the support the local church offers versus other support networks.
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*(d) “The local church is essential for the individual believer”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Chri
« reach a justified conclusion.

- (15)
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The response reaches Level Two because:

The first paragraph provides a reason: 'services..individuals can
strengthen their belief' this is supported with examples and reasoning
and there is then an attempt at evaluation ' this is a strong argument
because' however this then just gives another reason - the candiate is
not assessing the strength of what they have written.

The second paragraph uses an alternative reason based on the idea
that the church is not needed for worship, this is supported by a
biblical evidence in a chain of logical reasoning and another attempt at
appraisal.

The candidate then gives a personal opinion and a conclusion, which
does not show judgment of the arguments: it simply repeats an
argument already given.

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to reach Level 2 at the
top of the range of marks because it contains the belief and
understanding, and evaluation expected in Level 2.

To be awarded Level Three the candidate would need to:

Demonstrate more understanding of beliefs about the value of the
local church using logical chains of reasoning and make connections
between the elements in their response.

Level 2
Response: 6 Marks
SPaG: 3 Marks

Total: 9 Marks

\ Examiner Tip

Candidates may write on the exam paper to plan their answers.
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This an example of a candidate which could have gained more marks if they had re-read the
question or had more time.

*(d) “The local church is essential for the individual believer”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Christian teachings
reach a justified conclusion.
(15)
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The candidate has been awarded Level One because:

The paragraph provides an argument ‘provides different types of
worship,’. Followed by examples, it shows an isolated element of
understanding of religion and belief.

The candidate does not provide further development, opposite views,
a conclusion, or any evaluation in the answer.

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 1,
at the bottom of the of the range of marks because it contained an
isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief.

To be awarded Level Two the candidate would need to:

Make superficial chains of reasoning and attempt judgements and
appraisal.

It is worth noting that accurate religious studies information must be
awarded before any spelling, punctuation and grammar marks are
awarded. However, as can be seen in this example, it can make a big
difference to a candidate’s marks if they attempt (d) questions.

Level 1
Response: 1 Mark
SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 4 Marks

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Candidates should organise their time to attempt every question.
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Question 4 (a)
This question asked is straight off the specification:

The candidates needed to provide Christian responses which usually meant Christian
teachngs about life after death or reasons why the non-religious view was wrong.

Most candidates were able to explain Christian teachings about life after death - they got low
/no marks if they simply gave the non-religious point of view rather than a response.

This is a full mark answer.

4 (a) Outline three reasons Christians reject non-religious arguments against life
after death,
(3)

ch

N

) &{ ResultsPlus
/---. Examiner Comments

The candidate receives one mark for each teaching outlined (written in
a sentence).

e Jesus's resurrection showed there is life after death (1) - the extra
information is not needed

e Itis not merely a source of comfort, but a real comfort (1)

e Social control... does not disprove the existence of an afterlife (1)

Note - the candidate has written too much in each answer so may
have run out of time later in the paper.

Total: 3 Marks
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) Examiner Tip
Write (@) answers in concise sentences.

This candidate seems to know the content, it is a shame they do not write more.

4 (a) Outline three reasons Christians reject non-religious arguments against life
after death,

(3)
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate receives one mark for each teaching outlined (written in
a sentence).

e If you live a good life on earth you will be rewarded by going to
heaven (1) - the extra information is not needed

Total: 1 Mark

W4\ ResultsPlus
\/

| Examiner Tip
Candidates should provide three full sentences to answer an (a)
question.
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two teachings are required,
and both need to be developed to be awarded 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a
guote) or an example. The development must be of the reason given and to the question
asked.

In this question, candidates were able to show knowledge and understanding about
euthanaisa. Most recognised that euthanasia is not accepted by any Church except for
passive euthanasia, (indeed it is illegal).

(b) items are point marked - Two developed ways are required to gain 4 marks.

(b) Explain two Christian teachings about euthanasia.
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The candidate gives two developed teachings.

e Teaching One - Catholics accept the use of passive euthanasia (1)
Development One - they accept doctors switching off life support
machines (1) the rest of this paragraph is not required

e Teaching Two - some Christians do not accept the used of
euthanasia (1) Development Two - they believe in the sanctity of life
(1) the rest of this paragraph is not required

Total: 4 Marks
This answer could have been much shorter and still gained full marks.

Candidates do not have to use all the lines given.

A ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip
Read the secondary command word in each question, in this case, it is
'teachings'.
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This answer incorrectly says that Christian Churches accept euthanasia and does not gain
marks because of this. Whilst individual Christians may accept it is not a Church teaching and
cannot be credited.

(b) Explain two Christian teachings about euthanasia.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one accurate developed teaching.

e Teaching One - Euthanasia is prohibited (1) Development One -
because they believe in the sanctity of life (1) the rest of this
paragraph is not required

The second paragraph cannot be credited.

Total: 2 Marks
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\\ Examiner Tip
There is a difference between what some Christians choose to believe

and what Churches teach - make sure you are learning accurate
Church teaching.
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Question 4 (¢)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two beliefs are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom (a quotes/paraphrase) or an example. The
development must link to the belief given (which must be supported by Church teaching) and
to the question asked.

The responses should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the response given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development, it does not gain a second mark as the source.

Most candidates were able to identify Christian beliefs about evolution as an explanation the
origins of life. Some discussed the Big Bang and the origins of the universe/world which is a
separate bullet point in the specification and was incorrect and thus gained lower marks.

(c) items provide marks for five points: 2 for responses, 2 for the development of each
response and one for an accurate source that relates to the response given.

(c) Explain two Christian responses to evolution as an explanation for the origin
of life.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

omlmbion does nulk R¥ Ik oS @‘_p\r{-fn.‘-nd U b
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The candidate gives two responses one of these is developed.

e Response One - God made everything and evolution does not exist
(1) Development One - he made .. everything in it in six days (1)

e Response Two - God made everything but allowed species to adapt
so evolution does happen (1)

Total: 3 Marks

“ .':f"" . ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

You do not have to reference a quote, nor quote it word-for-word.
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This answer refers to creation of the world throughout so cannot gain marks.

(c)Christian responses to evolution as an explanation for the origin
of life. -

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The answer needed to be specifically about the evolution and the
creation of life - when it refers to evolution it immediately refers to the
world so it cannot be credited.

T\ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should be familiar with the wording used in the
specification.
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Question 4 (d)

Candidates are assessed on AO2 : Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,
including their significance and influence.

AO2 constitutes 50% of the overall marks on this paper.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion - there must some consideration of the validity of the arguments
used / appraisal to gain the higher grades. Many candidates produced excellent answers
giving reasons for and against but failed to evaluate the credibility of the argument. Formulas
and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting progression to the higher
levels.

(d) items are marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit" according to the
level descriptors.

(d) questions are good discriminators of achievement in RS.

The words commodity and stewardship are found in the specification and should be
recognisable to candidates.
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(d) “The universe is a commodity to be used as humans want” E

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. igh "

In your response you should: *Adam
+ refer to Christian teachings n

+ reach a justified conclusion.
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The response reaches the lower end of Level 3 because:

e The answer shows coherent and logical chains of reasoning and
accurate understanding of religion and belief.

e There are judgments made throughout the answer and appraisal is
attempted.

The first paragraph provides coherent and logical chains of reasoning
focussed on the concept that humans were made to 'rule over the fish
in the sea'. This idea is developed, making connections to dominion
and the catechism and then further provides more reasoning. There is
then an attempt to evaluate these answers.

The second paragraph provides an alternative point of view that 'life is
God given'. It develops this idea making connections to Genesis and
then further provides more reasoning. There is then an attempt to
evaluate these answers.

A conclusion is follows, which briefly appraises the arguments given.

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 3
in the bottom of the range of marks because most, but not all, of the
demands of the level descriptor are met. It contains coherent and
logical chains of reasoning and accurate understanding of religion and
belief.

To reach Level Four the candidate would need to: demonstrate a wider
understanding by using more logical chains of reasoning and
connections among the full range of elements in the question with a
comprehensive appraisal of evidence.

Level 3

Total: 7 Marks

sultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates and teachers should be familiar with the levels mark
scheme.
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This candidate has been using scaffolding to assist them, whilst this may be good at points
when teaching, by the time they reach the exam candidates should not be using it in their
response.
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(d) “The universe is a commodity to be used as humans want.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
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The candidate has been awarded Level One because:

The paragraph begins with a non-religious view which is ignored then it
provides an argument ‘God sent humans to earth this means that
humans have to rule over it'. It shows an isolated element of
understanding of religion and belief.

The next paragraph provides an alternative argument ‘made by God so
humans don't have the right to touch God's creation’. These rest of this
answer is not on topic. It shows an isolated element of understanding
of religion and belief.

The candidate does not provide further development, a conclusion, or
any evaluation in the answer.

The answer gave sufficient accurate information to be awarded Level 1,
at the top of the of the range of marks because it meets the level
descriptor.

To be awarded Level Two the candidate would need to:

Make superficial chains of reasoning and attempt judgements and
appraisal.

Total: Level One

3 Marks

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Learn the whole of the specification, so there are no gaps in
knowledge.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e Answer (a) items in outlines - this means they should write in full sentences

e Provide 3 sentences for (a) items, each should be on a separate line

e (b) items should have 2 developed reasons (not more than 2)

e Development may be any of : 1) examples 2) quotes 3) extra relevant material
e Development must link to the reason given and the question set

e (c)items are similar to b) items but use a source as a fifth element

e A source of wisdom may be a paraphrase but should be identifiable

e The source of wisdom must be linked to the reason given

e (d) item responses must show AO2 skills to obtain high marks

e (d) items must show an appraisal of the argument not simply rely on a set format
e Level descriptors should be used to mark d) items
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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