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Introduction

The paper contributes to 25% of the overall award.

The assessment consists of two questions, candidates must answer both questions. There
are two sections: Arguments for the Existence of God; Religious Teachings on Relationships
and Families in the 21st Century.

The details of the assessment content are provided in the specification. Centres are to use
this, rather than other published resources when planning the course content. This paper
allows an in-depth study of Christianity within the United Kingdom, focussing on its beliefs
and teachings. The unit engages the interest of candidates, as it addresses many Christian
beliefs and teachings in addition to some issues affecting young people today.

The standard of candidate responses was similar to last year. Candidates' knowledge and
understanding of the specification content was demonstrated well, however, candidates
need to be fully-prepared to evaluate and appraise arguments on the (d) questions.
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Question 1 (a)
The candidate was assessed on bullet point 1.3

Miracles as proof of the existence of God: the nature and importance of miracles for
Christians; biblical examples of miracles, including John 4:43-54; reasons why they might
lead to belief in the existence of God and Christian responses to nonreligious arguments
(including atheist and Humanist) which maintain that miracles can be scientifically explained
and provide no proof that God exists; divergent understandings of what miracles show about
the nature of God for Christians.

The question asked was 'Outline three miracles recorded in the Bible.'
Lists gain a maximum of 1 mark.
Candidates need to provide an outline and, therefore, should write in full sentences.

1 (a) Outline three miracles recorded in the Bible.
(3)
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Examiner Comments

This candidate gains marks for:

¢ feeding of the five thousand (1)
e walking on water (1)
e resurrection (1)

Total: 3 marks
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Question 1 (b)
The candidate was assessed on bullet point 1.5

Christian teaching about prayers: Christian teachings about the nature and
importance of prayers; Christian teachings about reasons prayers that are answered in
the way the person expects might lead to belief in God, including 1 John 5:13 - 17.

Candidates are asked to ‘explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two points are required and
both need to be fully developed in order to attain 4 marks. Development consists of a piece
of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The
development must be of the point given and be relevant to the question asked.

The question asked was 'Explain two ways answered prayers might lead to belief in God.'
Candidates should provide two ways.

Separating them into two paragraphs helps with their confidence that they have answered
the question fully.

(b) Explain two ways answered prayers might lead to belief in God.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons and gains marks for:

'it shows God's omnipotent nature' (1)
developed by '...would prove his existence' (1)
'there is someone listening' (1)

developed by 'it must be God' (1)

Total: 4 marks
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Question 1 (c)
The candidate was assessed on bullet point 1.6

Design argument: the classical design argument for the existence of God and its use by
Christians as a philosophical argument for the existence of God; divergent understandings
about what the design argument may show about the nature of God for Christians,
including Romans 1:18 - 24; Christian responses to nonreligious (including atheist and
Humanist) arguments against the design argument as evidence for the existence of God.

Candidates are asked to ‘explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons were required and
both needed to be fully developed in order to attain 4 marks. Development consists of a
piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, quotes or examples. The
development must relate to the reason given and be relevant to the question asked. This
guestion required one of the reasons to be supported with a ‘reference to a source of
wisdom’, this should have added to the reason given and could not be awarded twice.
Therefore, if it was used as development it did not gain a second mark for being the source.

Advice for centres regarding what constitutes a source of wisdom: Candidates do not have to
reference a quote or quote it word for word.

¢ If examiners are unsure they might use a search engine for clarification. Enter the gist of
the paraphrase and ‘Bible’ or ‘Christian teaching'.

+ |f the candidate states that itis in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John -
then this can be awarded. We are not holding candidates to ‘verses’ but it must be the
correct book.

+ If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets, the
paraphrase will gain the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

+ If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa, and the quote is not accredited to
them, it is not awarded.

The question asked was '"Explain two things the design argument shows about the nature of
God.'
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Examiner Comments

Many candidates, like this candidate, describe the design argument but
do not link it to the nature of God. Therefore, they gain no marks.

Total: 0 marks

Examiner Tip
Candidates must read the question carefully.
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Question 1 (d)
The candidate was assessed on bullet point 1.4

Christian attitudes towards religious experiences and its use as a philosophical argument for
the existence of God: the nature of a religious experience and why it might be regarded as
revelation, including reference to Exodus 3; Christian responses to non-religious (including
atheist and Humanist) arguments that religious experiences do not provide proof that God
exists.

The question is ‘evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion - there must be some consideration of the arguments (appraise
the arguments to gain the higher grades). Many candidates provided excellent responses
giving reasons for and against but did not then analyse or evaluate them. Formulas and
writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, often restricting candidates' progression
to the higher levels. The (d) responses must not be point marked, in live marking they are
marked using levels and awarding is carried out using ‘best fit’ according to the level
descriptors.

The question asked was "God offers proof of his existence through religious experiences."
In you answer you should:

+ refer to Christian teachings
+ refer to non-religious points of view
+ reach ajustified conclusion

Candidates should give reasons for the points of view and appraise these - comment on
their validity, consider them and evaluate them in relation to the statement, to gain the
higher levels.
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*(d) “God offers proof of his existence through religious experiences.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
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There is limited understanding and judgement.
The answer lacks the appraisal of evidence to go to Level 3.

Total: 6 marks

Level 2
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Question 2 (a)
Introduction

The candidate was assessed on bullet point 2.6

Christian teachings and attitudes towards divorce and remarriage: Christian teachings
about divorce and remarriage, including Matthew 19:1 - 12; divergent Christian, non-religious
(including atheist and Humanist) attitudes to divorce and remarriage, including the
application of ethical theories, such as situation ethics, and Christian responses to them.

The question asked was 'Outline three reasons why some Christians would allow divorce.'
In an 'outline' question no marks are given for development.

2 (a) Outline three reasons why some Christians would allow divorce.
(3)
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\

/'\A Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three reasons:

¢ relationship could be abusive (1)
e adultery (1)
e wouldn't be happy with each other (1)

Total: 3 marks
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Question 2 (b)

The candidate was assessed on bullet point 2.6

Christian teachings and attitudes towards divorce and remarriage: Christian teachings
about divorce and remarriage, including Matthew 19:1 - 12; divergent Christian, non-religious
(including atheist and Humanist) attitudes to divorce and remarriage, including the
application of ethical theories, such as situation ethics, and Christian responses to them.

The question asked was 'Explain two teachings about the equality of men and womenin a
Christian family.'

Where candidates did well they knew bible verses to support the information given.
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(b) Explain two teachings about the equality of men and women in a Christian family.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

This candidate gains marks for:

o ' different roles' (1)

e developed by '..more responsibility for the children' (1)
e '.they should be equal' (1)

e developed by '...seen as equal in Jesus eyes' (1)

Total: 4 marks

15 GCSE Religious Studies A TRAO 3B



Question 2 (c)
The candidate was assessed on bullet point 2.3

Christian teachings about the purpose and importance of the family including: procreation,
security and education of children, with reference to Ephesians 6:1 - 4; divergent Christian
responses to different types of family within 21st-century society (nuclear, single parent,
same-sex parents, extended and blended families)

The question asked was '"Explain two teachings about the importance of raising children
within a Christian family.'

When asked for teachings its best to use bible verses or formal Christian teachings in the
answer.

(c) Explain two teachings about the importance of raising children within a ‘ Noxt
Christian family.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

(5)

Aty ook L. dnaporemsa... @ ... massivey.. ot .
...... Canstian. lomsehaet ., Mot ant paone. Bkadm to be. cedoalons. amdh.
folkow, borovab.. en¥i, o, founambey, Cnastian, sachainas . Adelinionadls

T o

~ereedioar. tadsing dedk. Ag. ingodanc. Of masing. Oalebren cn
o Chois i, faactay 35 Moo Koo i ot tameph hou ko, be oA .
Sood Chwswam - T Exodus 20, at or. (0 tomamandmsnar
Aok itk opicle Ohnilchren 1o ke ol acd hanowe. . Foskar.

GCSE Religious Studies A TRA0 3B 16



" / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate gains marks for two developed reasons and a source of
wisdom.

e '..theyare more likely to be religious' (1)

e developed by '...and follow through with the family Christian
teachings (1)

e ..they will be taught how to be good Christians' (1)

e developed by the source of wisdom 'honour your father and
mother' (1)

e ..developed by'...taught their morals' (1)

Total: 5 marks
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Question 2 (d)
The candidate was assessed on bullet point 2.3

Christian teachings about the purpose and importance of the family including: procreation,
security and education of children, with reference to Ephesians 6:1 - 4; divergent
Christian responses to different types of family within 21st-century society (nuclear, single
parent, same-sex parents, extended and blended families)

The bullet points are to tell candidates what is required and what will gain marks.

Many candidates did not link family planning to contraception and gave answers relating to
planning holidays and schools for children. These responses could not be given marks.
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(d) “Christians should not use family planning.” ., ., sqen”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Christian teachings
refer to relevant ethical arguments
reach a justified conclusion.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives a 'for and against' and begins to make judgements
and appraise the arguments given.

They demonstrate a limited understanding of religion and belief.
There are no marks for SPaG on this question.
Total: 7 marks

Level 2
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

+ When answering the (a) questions use three full sentences and ideally write these on three
separate lines

+ The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) questions must be relevant to the
qguestion and support the reasons given

+ The (d) questions ask for an evaluation after considering the evidence. Higher marks are
achieved if the evidence/reasons given is/are 'considered' or appraised for their value as
an argument

¢ On (d) questions the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that will be credited in the
answer, so candidates must respond to all aspects of the question

+ Candidates should read the questions carefully, in order to ensure that their answer
responds fully to the question being asked
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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