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Introduction

Introduction GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

Religious Studies A: Area of Study 2, Study of Religion Option 2F – Judaism

This paper consists of two questions: candidates must answer both questions. The detail of
the assessment content is provided in the specification. Centres are to use this, rather than
other published resources when planning the course content.

This paper was the fourth paper sat on this specification. Some marks were lower than
desirable because there was a lack of appraisal on the (d) questions. However, this was also
due partly to a number of candidates who confused Judaism with Christianity, with
references to the teachings of Jesus and quotes from the New Testament. However, it is good
to see, the standard of Jewish knowledge increase year-on-year, with candidates writing
confidently about Shekhinah, Pikuach Nefesh and Maimonides.

In some questions, marks are given for correct spelling and grammar, indicated by SPaG.

AO stands for Assessment Objective
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Jewish Beliefs.

Bullet point. 1.1 The nature of the Almighty: how the characteristics of the Almighty are
shown in the Torah, and why they are important in Jewish life today, including One, Creator,
Law-Giver and Judge, including reference to Genesis 2.

The question asked was : 'Outline three beliefs about the Almighty as Creator.'

There was a variety of ways this could be answered but most candidates answered by writing
examples of what the Almighty created during the Creation story in Genesis. They did not
have to write them in the correct order, nor did they have to write the day.

Marks were not given for beliefs about the Almighty that were not to do with the Creation of
the World.
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Marks are given for:

The Almighty created the world (1)
The Almighty created humans (1)
The Almighty rested on the seventh day (1)

Total: 3 marks

Write three separate sentences on three separate lines, to make your
points clear for the examiner
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Marks are given for:

God created the world in 6 days (1)
He created humans in his image (1)

No mark is given for the first point because the Oneness of the
Almighty was not linked to his characteristic as Creator.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Jewish Beliefs.

Bullet point 1.8: Jewish beliefs about life after death: divergent Jewish understandings of the
nature and significance of life after death, including reference to different forms of Orthodox
and Reform Judaism; Jewish teachings about life after death, including interpretations of
Ecclesiastes 12; the nature of resurrection and judgement; why belief in life after death may
be important for Jews today.

The question asked was: 'Explain two Jewish beliefs about life after death.'

Most candidates answered this with confidence. Where candidates lost marks was often
because of repetition, either of Gan Eden and Gehinnom or of judgement.

Some candidates wrote about hell from a Christian perspective and this was not awarded
marks.

The key terms that the candidates must know are given in the specification.

They do not have to use them in their answers, however.
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One Jewish belief is Gan Eden (1)
Where Jews go who have followed the mitzvot (1)
A second belief is Gehinnom (1)
Where people go who have broken the 10 Commandments (1)

Total: 4 marks
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The Messiah will appear (1)
The Messiah will signal the end of the world (1)

The rest of this response is about death and mourning, and therefore
is not credited.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Jewish Beliefs.

Bullet point 1.3 The nature and purpose of the Messiah: how messiahship is shown in the
scriptures including Jeremiah 23:5 – 8; the nature and significance of the Messianic Age and
the Jewish responsibility to bring it about; divergent understandings of the Messiah in
different forms of Orthodox and Reform Judaism and the importance of them for Jewish
people today

The question asked was: Explain two ways the Messiah is understood by different Jews. In
your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

This question was answered confidently by many candidates, who understood the different
ways in which the Messiah is understood. Candidates did not need to write about Orthodox
Jews and Reform Jews, but where they did, this was usually answered well.

Candidates lost marks often because they wrote about many different beliefs, without
separating them into two ways. Alternatively, they attributed teaching to the Torah.

The source of wisdom may be paraphrased, or a story retold: the candidate does not have to
quote accurately.
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Marks are given for:

He is a descendant of King David (1)
who will come at a time of peace (1)
All the Jews are the Messiah, the community will cause peace (1)
Reform Jews believe this (1)

The source of wisdom cannot be credited because the same words are
already credited.

Total: 4 marks
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Marks are given for:

The Messiah is fully human (1)
He will rebuild the Temple (1)

The candidate has said the word 'return' here, twice. The first time it
has prevented the marks from being given for the development of the
first point. The second time it is after the point and so can be ignored.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are
assessed on AO2, Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of
the overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and
reach a justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the arguments
(appraise, judge the value of, the arguments to reach the higher levels).

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Jewish Beliefs.

Bullet point 1.4 The Covenant at Sinai: the nature and history of the Covenant at Sinai (the
Ten Commandments), including Exodus 20; the role and significance of Moses in the
Covenant at Sinai; divergent understandings of how and why the Decalogue is important in
Jewish life today.

The question asked was: " The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai."

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:

refer to Jewish teachings
reach a justified conclusion

This question was answered confidently by a large number of candidates who had much
knowledge about the two Covenants and could argue why each was important.

Where candidates did not do so well was in evaluating these arguments, so they could say
why they were important. They could not argue why one was more important than the other,
apart from superficially. For example, they could say that Abraham's Covenant was more
important because it gave the Jews circumcision and this is still practised today, but they did
not say why circumcision was more important than any of the other mitzvot – or that it is one
of the mitzvot.
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Make a plan to keep on track. It will remind you to answer the question
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This is a mid-Level 3 answer.

It argues and appraises all through and it has logical and coherent 
chains of reasoning.

The only real evaluation is that Abraham started it all off, and without
his Covenant, nothing else could have happened: there would be no 
Judaism.

Marks are available for SPaG on this question.

Response: 8 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 11 marks

Level 3



Candidates should answer the question as set and use their knowledge to support their
arguments, rather than write down all of their knowledge.
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This candidate has given a knowledge-rich 'for and against', with no
real answer to the question.

They have said why each of the Covenants is important, and have
concluded that it is Moses but they have not explained why this is so.

It is an upper Level 2 response but it cannot reach Level 3 because
there is no evaluation.

Response: 6 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 9 marks

Level 2

Answer the question
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Living the Jewish Life

Bullet point 2.5: The importance of ritual for Jews today: the nature, features and purpose of
the birth, marriage, Bar and Bat Mitzvah ceremonies, including interpretations of Genesis
21:1 – 8 and Leviticus 12; the nature, purpose and importance of mourning ceremonies; the
distinct importance of the funeral, shiva, avelut and yahrzeit for Jews today; divergent
understandings of the importance of each ritual for different forms of Orthodox and Reform
Judaism today.

The question asked was: Outline three things that happen as part of a Bar Mitzvah
celebration

Many candidates were confident in their knowledge of Bar Mitzvah celebrations and
answered well.

Some candidates did not understand the celebration part and wrote about learning Hebrew
in preparation, which was not credited.

A small number of candidates confused Bar Mitzvah with both Bat Mitzvah and Brit Milah.

Make sure candidates know the key terms that are in the specification: the questions are
based on them.
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Marks are given for:

The boy is given gifts (1)
Family and friends have a celebratory meal (1)
The boy reads in Hebrew for the first time in the synagogue (1)

Total: 3 marks

Know the key terms.
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Marks are given for:

The boy reads scripture in Hebrew (1)
The boy wears a tefillin for the first time (1)
The family comes together to pray (1)

Total: 3 marks
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Living the Jewish Life

Bullet point 2.2 The Tenakh and the Talmud: the nature, features, purpose and significance
of the Tenakh (the written law) and Talmud (the oral law) for Jews in daily life today, with
reference to Perkei Avot 2; the nature and purpose of Jewish laws: food laws, kashrut,
including kosher, and treifah and the separation of dairy and meat, including reference to
Deuteronomy 14:3 – 10; the divergent implications of the Jewish food laws for Jews today

The question asked was: 'Explain two reasons why the written law is important for Jews.'

Many candidates answered this well, and wrote about the fact that it is the word of the
Almighty, that it contains the mitzvot, it is Jewish history and so on.

Where candidates did not receive marks they had confused the written law with the oral law.
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Marks are given for:

It (tells) the 613 mitzvot (1)
These are important as they tell Jews what to do (1)

The second point is about the Decalogue but it is the same point,
therefore this does not receive the final marks.

Total: 2 marks

Use the wording of the question to separate the points.
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Marks are given for:

Orthodox Jews believe they were given by God (1)
so to become closer to God they must follow them (1)
They contain religious guidance like food laws (1)
This allows Jews to know how to be a righteous person (1)

Total: 4 marks
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Living the Jewish Life

Bullet point 2.4: The nature and importance of the Shema and the Amidah (the standing
prayer); when the Shema and the Amidah might be used, how and why, including reference
to the Mezuzah; the importance of having the Shema and the Amidah for Jews today,
including reference to Deuteronomy 6:4

The question asked was: 'Explain two reasons why the Shema is important for Jews. In your
answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.'

This question was answered very well by a number of candidates who knew the Shema.

However, many candidates answered that it is important because it is the most important
prayer, and there seemed to be a significant number who were unaware of the content of
the Shema.

The Shema should be taught separately from prayer: there is an expectation that candidates
will know what it is about.

Centres are advised to ensure that candidates are able to recognise key concepts and provide
the relevant information.
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Marks are awarded for:

It tells Jews how to pray (1)
Bind the words to your arms and doorposts (1)
It helps Jews worship God (1)
It tells Jews how to continue the faith (1)
By passing the faith down on to their children (1)

Total: 5 marks
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Marks are given for:

It is a declaration of faith (1)
It demonstrates to others what they believe in (1)
It demonstrates belief in monotheism (1)
It emphasises the Oneness of God (1)
'Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is One' (1)

Total: 5 marks

You can paraphrase sources of wisdom: they do not have to be an
accurate quotation.
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Question 2 (d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Living the Jewish Life

Bullet point 2.7: Jewish festivals: the nature, history, purpose and significance of Jewish
festivals; the origins and meaning of specific festivals, including Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur,
Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot, including interpretations of Leviticus 23 (Rosh Hashanah);
divergent understandings of why festivals are important to different forms of Orthodox and
Reform Judaism today.

The question asked was: “Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:

refer to Jewish teachings
refer to different Jewish points of view
reach a justified conclusion.

Candidates performed well on this question because the majority were able to write
confidently about Jewish festivals.

Many of the answers relied on description of how the festivals were celebrated, without
really evaluating whether the celebrations were religious or not. Some candidates did write
about whether historical reasons were also religious in Judaism.

Some candidates compared festivals to other forms of worship but this was not the question.
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This candidate is arguing that religious significance may not be the
same as historical significance and as such, they are addressing the
central point of the question.

They have used examples and it is a coherent chain of reasoning.

The conclusion is not really an evaluation however, and so this
response stays at the lower end of Level 3.

Total: 7 marks

Level 3

Candidates should be reminded that the question gives all the information needed to answer
the question.

It indicates which viewpoints are needed and if it is only Jewish teachings, it is directing them
to the diversity in the interpretation of scriptures.
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This candidate uses Shabbat to make the point that it may be difficult
to observe festivals religiously and that different types of Jews would
see that observance in different ways.

They note that some festivals are seen by most Jews as religiously
important, whereas other festivals, such as pilgrimage festivals, may
only be celebrated by more Orthodox Jews.

They are answering the question all the way through.

The conclusion is weak however, so this remains in the middle of
Level 3.

Total: 8 marks

Level 3
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Do not attach extra sheets to your examination paper, write within the scannable pages
using the blank spaces
When answering the (a) items use three separate, full sentences
The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the
question and support the reason given
The (d) items ask for evaluation, after considering the evidence
Higher marks are achieved if the evidence/reasons given, is/are 'considered' or appraised
for their value as an argument as part of deciding the evaluation
On (d) items, the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that will be credited in the answer
Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked, fully
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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