[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc435777747]Covid-19 – GCSE Mathematics Tiering Support
All candidates need to be awarded a Centre Assessed Grade. The deadline for this is 12th June 2020. Here is a timeline of key dates for this process. 

You should award the centre assessed grade according to the grade you would expect them to achieve had they sat the exam in Summer 2020. You also need to include a rank order of students within each of those grades.

We have a range of support that may help you with decisions around tier entry. We have produced the performance exemplification of Grade 4 and Grade 5 students on common questions, higher tier and foundation tier as part of our Enhanced Tiering Support and we have a compilation of common questions from each summer series, with mark schemes and student performances at grade 4 and 5 at higher tier and foundation tier. 
Enhanced Tiering Support
Many of you may have used our Enhanced Tiering support where we produced a number of tools to help you determine a suitable tier of entry for your students. As part of this support, we produced the following documents: 
1. Exemplification of a grade 4 and 5 
· An outcome of close review and analysis of candidates’ scripts and performance on the Summer 2018 and Summer 2019 exams.
· Purpose is to identify the knowledge and skills a typical student who achieved a secure grade 4/5 was able to demonstrate across the three papers – this was produced for both Foundation and Higher tiers.
· This exemplifies performance of a ‘secure’ and not borderline grade 4/5 candidate. 
· The exemplification shows what they were able to demonstrate on the common questions and the rest of the paper. 
· This should help to provide a more in-depth understanding of what is required to achieve these grades with confidence at the two tiers and inform or support your tiering decisions.
2. Diagnostic tests 
Tests utilising questions and performance data from the Summer 2018 and Summer 2019 GCSE Mathematics (9-1) examinations to help you determine a suitable tier for your students' mock examinations. These tests are provided with student-friendly mark schemes and a Question Level Analysis (QLA) spreadsheet.
 
Guidelines for teachers are provided to help explain how these tests should be used, this will be provided alongside a decision tree diagram (see here). This has been published with a word of warning/set of caveats.
Common questions support 
We have compiled the cross-over question papers on the Higher and Foundation Tier for November 2017, June 2018, November 2018, June 2019 and November 2019 with mark schemes and the ResultsPlus analysis of how a grade 4 and 5 student has performed on each question. These can be found under practice paper here.
The questions that sit across the tier boundary will help to give you a guide to how you could rank your candidates against each other. There is no requirement for you to submit marks linked to these questions to Edexcel even if your candidates did complete them, they are there as a tool to help guide you in your final grade judgement. These questions could form part of the evidence you consider in order to make a holistic judgement on how a student will perform in an exam had they sat it in Summer 2020.
Student performance on past papers 
You can find student performance on past exam papers on the Maths emporium. 
More support – join our online teaching and learning networks 
We are offering regular teaching and learning networks where you can hear the latest Ofqual updates and hear from our subject experts about resources and strategies to best support your students during this time. You can register here.
GCSE Maths Tiering support_May20
GCSE Maths Tiering support_May20
image1.jpg
Pearson




