
GCSE Design and 
Technology

All set for 2025/2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello and welcome to this All set event for GCSE Design and Technology. I hope that you all had a great summer break and are recharged for the year ahead. ��As usual, I have a few slide to get through today to start the 2025/2026 academic year. This event is to highlight where we are and support available for you. ���



Agenda
In this session we are going to look at:

• Key dates
• Post results services
• Grade boundaries and grade statistics from summer 2025
• NEA Principal Moderator Report high level analysis
• Summer 2025 exam materials
• Contextual challenges for 2026 certification
• Training events
• Teaching and learning materials and resources to support 

delivery and assessment
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�Here we outline the key topics we'll cover today. We'll review key dates, post-results services, and grade boundaries from summer 2025 series. Additionally, we’ll look at 2025 exam materials, contextual challenges, upcoming training events, and the teaching and learning resources available to support effective delivery and assessment. ��



Key dates
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lets take a look at the key words�______
�



Key dates
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Date Activity

25 September 2025 Review of marking and moderation deadline

12 December 2025 Access to Scripts deadline

21 February 2026 Entries deadline for Summer 2026 series

15 May 2026 NEA submission deadline

1 June 2026 Contextual challenge release from Summer 2027 
certification

10 June 2026 (am) GCSE D&T Component 1 exam (1DT0 1A-F)

20 August 2026 GCSE Results Day

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read from the slide. Highlight key ones. �



Post results services
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lets take a look at the post results services available. �______
�



Post results 
services

If you're concerned about a student's GCSE result, you can request:

• Access to Scripts (ATS)
View marked exam papers online (with student consent). Great for performance 
analysis.

• Service 1: Clerical Check
Checks for errors in adding up marks.

• Service 2: Review of Marking
A senior examiner re-marks the paper.

• Service 2P: Priority Review of Marking
Faster turnaround — ideal if a university place is at stake.

• Service 3: Review of Moderation
For coursework or NEA components, this checks the moderation process.

How to Request
• Speak to your Exams Officer — they’ll submit requests via Edexcel Online.
• Make sure you have written consent from the student for script access.
• For appeals, contact: edexcelappeals@pearson.com
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Deadlines:
Review of Marking & 
Moderation: 
25 September 2025
Access to Scripts: 
15 December 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
��Post-results services provide several options if there are concerns about a student's results. 

Access to Scripts allows teachers to review marked exam papers online, which is valuable for performance analysis. 

Clerical Check verifies the accuracy of mark totals, while Review of Marking involves a senior examiner re-marking the paper. Priority Review offers a faster turnaround, useful for university applications. Review of Moderation checks the moderation process for coursework or NEA components. Requests must be made through the Exams Officer with student consent, and deadlines are clearly specified to ensure timely processing. �______
�



Post results 
services

Should I go for review of marking or moderation?
Before you ask for a review of marking or moderation, consider these steps.

For review of marking of the exam:
• Get candidate consent and review student scripts
• Check performance in ResultsPlus
• Read the examiner report

For review of moderation:
• Read the centre specific moderator report
• Read the Principal Moderator Report
• Check students work against these reports

If you're concerned about a student's GCSE result, you can request a review of 
marking or moderation.

Access more information on Post results services
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Should I go for review?��Before requesting a review of marking or moderation, it's important to take certain preparatory steps. For marking reviews, obtain candidate consent to review the student's scripts, analyse performance data via ResultsPlus, and consult examiner reports. For moderation reviews, examine both centre-specific and principal moderator reports and compare these with the student's work and our online exemplars. This due diligence helps determine whether a review is warranted and ensures informed decision-making regarding post-results services. �______
�

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/post-results-services.html


ResultsPlus

ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online results analysis tool for teachers and exams officers. It gives you a detailed 
breakdown of student performance in Edexcel exams and BTEC assessments — right down to individual 
questions.

Use it to:
• Spot strengths and areas for improvement
• Compare performance against national averages
• Support teaching strategies with real data
• Access mock exam reports and skills maps
• View results at student, class or cohort level

Whether you're reviewing summer results or planning next steps, ResultsPlus helps you turn data into action.

Explore ResultsPlus
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
��ResultsPlus is a powerful, free online tool from Pearson that offers detailed analysis of student performance in Edexcel exams. It breaks down results down to individual questions, helping educators identify strengths and areas needing improvement. The tool supports data-driven teaching strategies by allowing comparisons against national averages and providing access to mock exam reports and skills maps. ResultsPlus can be used at various levels—from individual students to entire cohorts—making it an essential resource for both reviewing past results and planning future instruction. �______
�

https://qualifications.pearson.com/resultsplus
https://qualifications.pearson.com/resultsplus


Grade boundaries and 
provisional grade statistics 
from summer 2025
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lets take a look at grade boundaries and the statistics this year. 



Grade 
boundaries
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Summer 2025 grade boundaries

Access grade boundaries

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
��Here we see the full grade boundaries for the Summer 2025 Design and Technology assessments. �

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html?Qualification-Family=GCSE


Grade 
statistics
(provisional)
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• Although grade boundaries are higher this year, grade statistics are comparable 
to summer 2024. 

Summer 2025 Grade statistics:

Summer 2024 Grade statistics:

Access Grade statistics

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�Despite the grade boundaries being higher this year, the provisional grade statistics indicate that overall student performance remains comparable to summer 2024. This suggests consistency in achievement levels despite adjustments in grading thresholds. The data tables provide a breakdown of candidates and percentages at each grade, offering valuable insight into performance and assessment outcomes. �
�

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-statistics.html?Qualification-Family=GCSE


NEA Principal Moderator 
Report high level analysis
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We will now take a look at a high-level analysis of the principal moderator report. This is just to highlight some key trends, what went well and areas for improvement raised in the principle moderator report. 



Key Trends
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• Improved digital submissions via LWT
• Strong engagement with contextual challenges
• High-quality prototypes across material areas
• Some centres still made clerical errors (e.g. wrong samples, file formats)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�Let’s start with the big picture. Centres have made great strides in digital submission, which has improved access and security. Most students engaged well with the contextual challenges, and the quality of prototypes was impressive. However, some basic admin errors still cropped up—things like uploading the wrong samples or using incorrect file formats. These are easy wins for improvement.



What Went 
Well
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• Focused, context-specific research
• Justified and measurable specifications
• Creative, well-annotated design ideas
• Iterative development with modelling and refinement
• Strong communication: sketching, CAD, annotation
• Wide range of manufacturing skills
• Meaningful testing and evaluation in some cases

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There’s a lot to celebrate. Students are increasingly producing focused research tied to their chosen context. Specifications are improving—more measurable and justified. Design ideas are creative and well communicated, and development is iterative, which is exactly what we want to see. Many students demonstrated a wide range of practical skills and some carried out thoughtful evaluations.�



Areas for 
Improvement
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• Material selection often lacked justification
• Final design reviews frequently missing or vague
• Evaluations lacked measurable testing and client feedback
• Life Cycle Analysis often generic or omitted
• Over-marking where evidence was thin or absent

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�Now for the areas that need attention. Material choices were often not explained—students need to justify why they’ve chosen specific materials. The review of the final design was frequently missing or too brief. Evaluations were sometimes vague, with little testing or feedback. Life Cycle Analysis was often generic. And in some cases, marks were awarded without sufficient evidence.



Strengths & 
Weaknesses 
by Criterion
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Criterion Strengths Common Pitfalls

1.1 Investigation Focused, user-centred Generic clients, irrelevant 
content

1.2 Specification Justified, measurable Vague criteria, missing brief

2.1 Design Ideas Annotated, varied Poor annotation, fixed 
ideas

2.2 Review Ideas Spec-based analysis Tick-box reviews, no 
rationale

2.3 Development Iterative, detailed Sparse evidence, over-
marking

Communication Strong visuals, CAD Missing CAD, uneven skills

2.5 Review Final Structured, spec-linked Often omitted, vague 
feedback

3.1a Materials Clear links to properties Generic info, no evidence

3.1b Skills Wide range, documented Simple builds, missing 
photos

3.2 Quality High finish, accurate Over-marking, low 
complexity

4.1 Evaluation Measurable tests, LCA Vague, missing LCA, no 
testing

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This table gives a quick overview of strengths and weaknesses across each assessment criterion. It’s a useful reference for planning support. You’ll notice recurring themes—lack of measurable detail, vague evaluation, and missing evidence. These are areas we can target.



Summer 2025 Exam 
materials
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�2025 exam materials



Summer 2025 
Exam series 
materials
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Summer 2025 exam materials, including the examiner report, question 
paper and mark scheme. 

Past papers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
��Summer 2025 exam series materials including the examiner reports, question papers, and mark schemes are available online. These materials are padlocked, meaning that Edexcel online account is required to download them. The older papers are now unpadlocked.  �
�

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/design-and-technology-9-1-from-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


Contextual challenges
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�______
�



Contextual 
challenges
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• Contextual challenges for Summer 2026 certification were published on 1 June.
• There has been a wording update to the contextual challenges:

• From “How can products”, to “How might we”. 

• ‘How might we’ is an approach used in design thinking and aligns with industry 
practice. 

• This change does not affect the assessment structure or the requirements of the 
NEA. The expectations for each stage of the NEA remain the same.

• This adjustment simply introduces a more explorative approach for students to 
consider at the beginning of their investigation.

Access the contextual challenges and a support pack

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�For the Summer 2026 certification, the contextual challenges were updated with a subtle but important wording change—from 'How can products' to 'How might we.' This shift aligns with design thinking principles and industry practice, promoting a more exploratory and open-ended approach to problem identification. Importantly, this change does not affect the assessment structure or NEA requirements but encourages students to think more broadly and creatively at the start of their investigations. Support materials and the challenges themselves are accessible through the link.�______
�

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/news-policy/subject-updates/design-and-technology/contextual-challenge-wording-update-how-might-we.html


Contextual 
challenges Reminders!

• Learners must independently select one of the 6 challenges available.​
• Contextual challenges are open for interpretation. Learners should identify a 

design problem from the selected challenge, rather than directly identifying a 
product. 

• Learners should have a user-centred design approach and ensure that user needs 
and wants are met in responding to the identified design problem. 

• Learners must work independently throughout. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read from the slide
�



Training
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have updated our training offer further this year to support your delivery. Lets take a look at whats available. 



Training
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Event Link

GCSE Design and Technology: New to Edexcel​ Watch here

NEA support event Watch here 

Insights 2024 event Watch here 

Recorded training

An online asynchronously  training module for marking and the 
NEA will also be available. You will be able to complete in your 
own pace. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
��A range of recorded training events is available to support educators, including sessions for those new to Edexcel, NEA support events, and insights from 2024. These recordings provide flexible access to valuable content, allowing teachers to learn at their own pace and revisit key topics as needed. 

The asynchronously training module will also be an addition to this, supporting you with marking the NEA,
�______
�

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/news-policy/subject-updates/design-and-technology/september-2024-design-and-technology-update.html#youtubemodal_731290824
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n33LwjU1u9k&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBbVIKa1a93rjm9hEgh9QwS&index=1&pp=iAQB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn1j4zxIA3s&list=PLJl5rFr3KefBbVIKa1a93rjm9hEgh9QwS&index=2&pp=iAQB


Training
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Live training in 2025/2026

Event Date and time

GCSE Design and Technology: Exam Insights 
Summer 2025

01 October 2025 at 16:00-
17:00 BST

GCSE Design and Technology: Low-cost Prototyping 
(Face-to-Face)

3 October 2025 at 09:30-
15:30 BST

Explore and Understand: Design Ideas and Review TBC

Explore and Understand : Development and 
Manufacture

04 November 2025 at 16:00-
17:30 GMT

Face to face event TBC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And here are the live events for 2025/2026. Firstly, There is an exams insight event which will go through how the exam performed and update centres. 

The NEA support events will be in a different format, and they will tackle different grids in different sessions. As per the timeline here, there will be a session on Design ideas and review followed by development and manufacture. These events will cover all grids once completed and recording of these will be made available as a series. You can book on to these events through the links. The date for the Explore and Understand: Design Ideas and Review
event will be confirmed soon.

We will also provide  face-to-face event for marking and moderation, like last year. �

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_exam_insights_summer_2025.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_exam_insights_summer_2025.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_development_and_manufacture.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_development_and_manufacture.html


Low-cost 
prototyping 
face-to-face 
event
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• Full-day training course
• Supports teachers in delivering Pearson Edexcel GCSE Design and Technology 

specification, specifically the NEA component
• Suitable for limited access to materials, resources, and equipment
• Hands-on session
• Practical strategies for guiding students
• Producing low/no-cost prototypes
• Utilising Microbits and robotics
• Creating quality prototypes

Event Date and time Cost

GCSE Design and Technology: Low-cost 
Prototyping (Face-to-Face) 3 October 2025 at 09:30-15:30 BST Free

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�The low-cost prototyping event is on 3 October. This event is to help centres in finding ways to reduce manufacturing costs at their centre. The event is an all day event at the Pearson Strand office in London. Please come and join us for a hands on session. 

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_design_and_technology_low_cost_prototyping_face_to_face_.html


Teaching and learning 
materials and resources to 
support delivery and 
assessment
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�



Teaching and 
learning 
materials and 
resources to 
support 
delivery and 
assessment
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There is a wide range of materials to support you in delivering this qualification, 
including:

- Textbooks and front of the class resources
- Past papers
- Exemplar materials
- Guidance documents, including NEA delivery guide
- And more.

A handy resource booklet outlining materials, resources and services available to 
support the delivery and assessment of GCSE Design and Technology. 

GCSE Design and Technology - Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A wide variety of resources are available to support teaching and assessment, including textbooks, front-of-class materials, past papers, exemplar materials, and guidance documents such as the NEA delivery guide. You can access all of this and more from the comprehensive resource booklet linked on this slide. �
�

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/design-and-technology/2017/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/pearson-edexcel-gcse-design-and-technology-resources.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/design-and-technology/2017/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/pearson-edexcel-gcse-design-and-technology-resources.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/design-and-technology/2017/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/pearson-edexcel-gcse-design-and-technology-resources.pdf
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Exemplar library 
We will be further expanding the exemplar library this year with new student 
work. Before we do that, we would like to ask your feedback. Some points 
to consider in your feedback: 

- Format of the library

- The way student work is presented in each document

- Anything else you would like to see? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We will be further expanding the exemplar library this year with new student work. Before we do that, we would like to ask your feedback. Here are some points to consider. Please feel free to come off mic or provide your feedback in the chat. Thank you.



Further support and 
contact
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�



Subject Advisor Support

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 30

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here to support 
you throughout the year.

Email:        Teachingdesignandtechnology@pearson.com
Phone:     +44 (0) 344 463 2535 (Mon–Fri, 9:00–17:00)
Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor
Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor on qualification news and 
support for your subject.
Follow our Facebook page and join the Pearson Edexcel D&T teacher group for private, 
professional discussions managed by your Subject Advisor.

Design & Technology 
Evren Alibaba

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you have any questions, would like to provide feedback or want to discuss anything around teaching and learning, please feel free to get in touch with me. My contact details are on this slide, as well as online. You are also encouraged to book 1:1 appointments with me to discuss matters arising. These 1:1 meetings are proving to be very useful for centres. �

https://pearsoneducationinc-my.sharepoint.com/personal/evren_alibaba_pearson_com/Documents/Design%20and%20Technology/All%20set%202025-2026/GCSE%20D&T%20all%20set%202025-2026.pptx
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564320508035
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1100847533381037
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Find out more​

For more professional 
development courses please 
see Pearson’s Professional 
Development Academy​.

Following this event, you will 
receive a survey to share your 
thoughts about the session. 
Please let us know what you’d 
like to see more of and what 
areas could be improved.​

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
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Discussion

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ok, we have some time for some Q&A and for any feedback you may want to provide. 



Thank you.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Generated by Copilot��The final slide offers a simple thank you, closing the session on a positive note. It acknowledges the audience's time and attention, reinforcing the collaborative effort in delivering and supporting the GCSE Design and Technology qualification. �______
�
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