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I

The Edexcel GCSE and Edexcel GCSE (Short Courses) in Urdu are designed for use in schools and
colleges. They are part of a suite of GCSE qualifications offered by Edexcel.

About this specification

Choice of pathways, general, mixed or vocational, enabling personalised learning.
Choice of focus in controlled speaking and writing assessments.

Choice of tiers in reading and listening papers.

Outcome-based assessment in speaking and writing.

Emphasis on active use and manipulation of language.

Builds on best practice from the previous Edexcel GCSE qualifications (including Applied
French).

Written in consultation with practitioners.
Facilitates content and language integrated learning (CLIL).
Appropriate as additional or specialist learning (ASL) within the Diploma (Levels 1 and 2)

Short Courses in two skill areas: listening and speaking or reading and writing.

Logical progression route from Key Stage 3 and provides groundwork for the GCE AS and
Advanced GCE in Urdu.

Key subject aims

To enable students to develop:

B an understanding of Urdu in a variety of contexts
a knowledge of Urdu vocabulary and structures
transferable language learning skills

the ability to communicate effectively in Urdu

awareness and understanding of countries and communities where Urdu is spoken.
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Specification at a glance

The Edexcel GCSE in Urdu consists of four units based on the following skills: speaking, listening,
reading and writing.

The Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu: Spoken Language is formed of two of these units
(speaking and listening) and the Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu: Written Language is
formed of the other two units (reading and writing). It is possible to amalgamate the results from
the two Short Courses to form a GCSE.

All qualifications offer choice, flexibility and focus.

The Edexcel GCSE Short Courses are available for first certification in 2010 and the Edexcel GCSE
is available for first certification in 2011.

The GCSE combines controlled assessment of speaking and writing skills with Foundation or Higher
tier external assessments for the listening and reading skills.

Listening and Understanding in Urdu *Unit code: SURO1
e Externally assessed 40% of 20% of
the total the total
e Availability: June GCSE GCSE
Short
® First assessment: June 2010 Course

- Overview of content

e This unit draws on vocabulary and structures from across the four specified common topic areas
(in the Common topic areas section on page 10).

e Students will be tested on their ability to understand spoken Urdu. Testing is through a variety
of tasks which require a response, written or non-verbal, to demonstrate understanding.

- Overview of assessment

e The examination consists of a number of passages or interactions in Urdu with a variety of
question types.

e The spoken material heard will include both formal (for example telephone message) and
informal speech (for example social interaction).

e Timing: Foundation tier: 25 minutes + 5 minutes’ reading time
Higher tier: 35 minutes + 5 minutes’ reading time

e Total number of marks is 40.

*See Appendix 3 for description of this code and all other codes relevant to this qualification.
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Specification at a glance

Speaking in Urdu *Unit code: 5UR02
e Internally assessed 60% of 30% of
the total the total
e Availability: June GCSE GCSE

Short
® First assessment: June 2010 Course

- Overview of content

e The focus of the speaking unit will be chosen by the teacher in consultation with the
student and will relate to one or more of the following themes: media and culture, sport and
leisure, travel and tourism or business, work and employment (or the centre-devised option).

e A student may undertake formal assessments in any appropriate setting, as long as they do
not replicate those undertaken in Unit 4: Writing in Urdu. The theme may be the same as that
chosen for Unit 4 but the purpose of the tasks must be different.

- Overview of assessment

e This unit is internally assessed under controlled conditions.

e Centres may use tasks provided by Edexcel, devise their own tasks or modify tasks proposed by
Edexcel.

e Students must demonstrate the ability to use the Urdu language for different purposes and in
different settings, and will be assessed on two speaking activities chosen from the following
task types: an open interaction, a picture-based, free-flowing discussion or a presentation with
discussion following.

e Each activity must last for 4-6 minutes and marks should be submitted from each student that
relate to two different task types.

e These controlled speaking assessments can be carried out at any time during the course
prior to the deadline selected for the submission of marks. This unit is set and marked by the
centre and moderated by Edexcel.

e Total number of marks is 60.

*See Appendix 3 for description of this code and all other codes relevant to this qualification.
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Specification at a glance

Reading and Understanding in Urdu *Unit code: 5URO3
e Externally assessed 40% of 20% of
the total the total
e Availability: June GCSE GCSE
Short
® First assessment: June 2010 Course

- Overview of content

e This unit draws on vocabulary and structures from across the four specified common topic
areas.

e Students will be tested on their ability to understand written Urdu. Testing is through a variety
of tasks which require a response, written or non-verbal, to demonstrate understanding.

- Overview of assessment

e The examination consists of a number of short texts, notices or news reports in Urdu which
include a range of settings and styles, both formal and informal (for example text messages,
advertisements, emails).

e Timing: Foundation tier: 35 minutes
Higher tier: 50 minutes

e Total number of marks is 40.

*See Appendix 3 for description of this code and all other codes relevant to this qualification.
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Specification at a glance

(V[ 11 & 3 Writing in Urdu *Unit code: 5UR04

e Internally assessed and externally marked by Edexcel 60% of 30% of
the total the total

e Availability: June GCSE GCSE
Short

® First assessment: June 2010 Course

- Overview of content

e The focus of the writing unit will be chosen by the teacher in consultation with the
student and will relate to one or more of the following themes: media and culture, sport and
leisure, travel and tourism or business, work and employment (or the centre-devised option).

e A student may undertake formal assessments in any appropriate setting, as long as they do not
replicate those undertaken in Unit 2: Speaking in Urdu. The theme may be the same as that
chosen for Unit 2 but the purpose of the tasks must be different.

- Overview of assessment

e This unit is internally assessed under controlled conditions.

e Centres may use tasks provided by Edexcel, devise their own tasks or modify tasks proposed by
Edexcel. The student must demonstrate the ability to use the language for different purposes
and in different settings.

e The student must complete two separate writing tasks** and each of these must be
undertaken in controlled conditions in a single assessment session of no more than one hour.
Although assessment is time constrained and primarily qualitative rather than quantitative,
it is anticipated that students will produce at least 100 words in each of the two assessment
sessions.

e Students aiming for grade C or above will need to demonstrate extended writing skills and are
expected to produce over 200 words in each task. Centres must limit the work submitted for
external marking from these students to two pieces of written work.

e The controlled assessments can be undertaken at any time during the course prior to the
deadline selected for the submission of students’ work. Work is marked by Edexcel.

e Total number of marks is 60.

*See Appendix 3 for description of this code and all other codes relevant to this qualification.

**Tt may be more appropriate for certain students to complete two shorter tasks rather than one
longer one in a single assessment session. Consequently, it is possible for centres to submit more
than two pieces of writing from these students as long as the work has all been produced in two
assessment sessions.
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A Qualification content

| Knowledge, skills and understanding

=m= Knowledge and understanding

This Edexcel GCSE in Urdu requires students to develop their knowledge of vocabulary and
structures in a range of settings which:

e are relevant and of interest to the student
e correspond to the student’s level of maturity

e reflect, and are appropriate to, the culture of countries and
communities where the language is spoken

e relate, where appropriate, to other areas of the curriculum.

wmme Skills
The Edexcel GCSE in Urdu qualification requires students to:

e develop the ability to listen to and understand spoken Urdu in a range
of contexts and a variety of styles

e communicate in speech for a variety of purposes

e read and respond to different types of written language

e communicate in writing for a variety of purposes

e understand and apply a range of vocabulary and structures

e develop language learning and communication skills which can be
applied broadly.

The Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu: Spoken Language qualification requires students to:

e develop the ability to listen to and understand spoken Urdu in a range
of contexts and a variety of styles

e communicate in speech for a variety of purposes
e understand and apply a range of vocabulary and structures

e develop language learning and communication skills which can be
applied broadly.

The Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu: Written Language qualification requires students to:

e read and respond to different types of written language
e communicate in writing for a variety of purposes
e understand and apply a range of vocabulary and structures

e develop language learning and communication skills which can be
applied broadly.
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Qualification content A

Following on from the Key Stage 3 curriculum in Modern Languages, the Edexcel GCSE in Urdu
provides flexibility, choice and scope for personalised learning. Teachers and students have
considerable control of content in the speaking and writing units and are free to focus on
one or more of the following broad themes.

Theme Possible related content

The following content is indicative only. Students may undertake work on
other topics that relate to the chosen theme.

1. Media and Music/film/reading

culture
Fashion/celebrities/religion

Blogs/internet

2. Sport and leisure  Hobbies/interests
Sporting events
Lifestyle choices

3. Travel and Holidays

tourism
Accommodation

Eating, food, drink

4. Business, work Work experience/part-time jobs

and employment
Product or service information

5. Centre-devised This option enables Urdu language learning to be linked to other areas of
option the curriculum not specified above. It may appeal particularly to centres
offering content and language integrated learning (CLIL).

NB: Centres should seek approval from Edexcel, using the Ask the Expert
Service (see Section C: Resources, support and training).

Many students will appreciate the opportunity to focus on one broad theme relating to a specific
interest or a relevant curriculum area. However, it is acknowledged that some centres may wish
to cover more than one theme, and this specification accommodates both approaches. Similarly,
students can focus on one theme for the speaking unit and on a different theme for the writing unit.

The qualification allows for general, mixed or vocationally focused pathways through the
choice of themes. Although travel and tourism and business, work and employment offer more
‘specialist’ pathways, they provide contexts in which students can apply language skills. They do
not require any ‘specialist’ subject knowledge on the part of the student or teacher.

Alongside the themes, Edexcel has set the following four common topic areas and linked sub-
topics. These, together with the minimum core generic vocabulary list (Appendix 5), have been
produced to help teachers in planning and preparing students for the external examinations
(listening and understanding and reading and understanding).
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A Qualification content

=m= Common topic areas

The papers for listening and reading skills refer to the generic content
areas specified below and feature scenarios set in a country where
Urdu is spoken. All students, regardless of their chosen pathway and
theme(s), will be expected to become familiar with them.

Out and about

e Visitor information

e Basic weather

e Local amenities

e Accommodation

® Public transport

e Directions
Customer service and transactions

e Cafés and restaurants

® Shops

e Dealing with problems
Personal information

® General interests

® |eisure activities

e Family and friends

e |ifestyle (healthy eating and exercise)
Future plans, education and work

e Basic language of the internet

Simple job advertisements

Simple job applications and CV

School and college

Work and work experience
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Qualification content A

Listening and Understanding in Urdu

| Overview

=m= Content overview

To prepare students adequately for this unit, teachers should present
and exploit a range of vocabulary relevant to all the common topic
areas listed in the Common topic areas section on page 10 and, where
appropriate, building on the Key Stage 3 Programme of Study. Students
should become accustomed to hearing the Urdu language spoken in

a range of styles or registers and in a variety of different contexts, as
appropriate to their age and level of understanding. Spoken material will
feature both male and female voices and represent different age groups.
Featured scenarios and situations are generally set in an Urdu-speaking
country and students will be expected to develop appropriate cultural
awareness and understanding.

=m=  Assessment overview

e The content of the assessment tasks should be familiar and accessible
to most students.

e Students will be asked to demonstrate their understanding of pre-
recorded spoken Urdu. The recording will feature male and female
native Urdu speakers who will speak at a rate appropriate to the
expected level of student understanding.

e In addition to the times indicated below, students have five minutes in
which to read through the paper before the examination starts. This
gives students an opportunity to familiarise themselves with the length
and the layout of the examination paper before hearing the recordings.

Foundation tier: 25 minutes plus 5 minutes’ reading time

Higher tier: 35 minutes plus 5 minutes’ reading time

e Each Urdu passage is recorded twice, with pauses following the second
hearing to allow each student sufficient time to write or note their
response to each question (or part of a question) and to read the
next question before the related extract is played. The recordings are
sent out in CD ROM format or as sound files accessed via a secure
download.
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A Qualification content

e A number of question types will be used in the Foundation tier paper,
inviting non-verbal responses such as multiple-choice questions and
matching exercises. A mixture of visual and short verbal cues in
English will be given. In addition, certain questions will award marks
for a student’s own short, written English-language responses (two or
three words may suffice) to certain questions. To encourage students
to complete the entire paper, the Foundation tier will follow a ‘peaks
and troughs’ model. Questions will appear in a mixed order in terms of
difficulty rather than in order of increasing difficulty.

e The Higher tier paper will include the same questions targeting the
C and D grades as used in the Foundation tier paper. These are
commonly referred to as ‘crossover’ questions. The paper will also
contain some questions that require short answers in English. Both
papers carry a total of 40 marks.

* The question titles and rubrics will be in English throughout the
papers.
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Qualification content A

Speaking in Urdu

| Overview

=m= Content overview

e Students are required to develop oral communication skills in different

settings and for different purposes, related to one or more of the
following themes:

media and culture
sport and leisure
travel and tourism

business, work and employment

o O O O O

centre-devised option.

Each of the broad themes gives students the scope to engage in
activities that coincide with their true interests, experience and
aspirations. Assessment scenarios should provide opportunities for
them to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of Urdu language
and grammar, as well as to present, discuss, interact, ask and respond
to questions, express feelings and give opinions in Urdu. Teachers

can adapt Edexcel-produced stimuli or create their own, and have
considerable control over content. They can target assessment

to the specific interests, learning needs and optimal performance

level of each student. However, if teachers need reassurance on the
suitability of a particular approach, topic or theme, they can consult an
experienced examiner through Edexcel’s Ask the Expert service.

Teachers are encouraged to engage students in a variety of speaking
activities as they prepare for their assessments. These may range
from a simple transactional role play to a more complex group
discussion or podcast production. Some possible sub-topics are

listed in the Common topic areas table and many more can be used.
Additional information on potential speaking activities is given in the
Teacher’s Guide that accompanies this specification. When determining
the speaking tasks for formal assessment, it is important to avoid
duplication across speaking and writing skills. Although the chosen
theme and general topic may be the same, the content and purpose
of the formally assessed tasks must be different in the speaking and
writing units. However, teachers can assess a student informally using
tasks that overlap in this way either as part of their general language
learning and development, or if only one of these tasks (speaking or
writing) is counted towards final assessment.

Edexcel GCSE in Urdu
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A Qualification content

e Tasks may relate to contexts or situations in an Urdu-speaking country,
although this is not always feasible and could involve interactions and
discussions with Urdu speakers in a student’s own country. Students
are, therefore, expected to develop an appropriate awareness and
understanding of the culture and society of Urdu-speaking countries
and communities as part of their Urdu language study.

NB: If the centre is in any doubt about the suitability of the
approach or potential overlap, the teacher responsible should
refer to Edexcel’s Ask the Expert service, clearly setting out the
context, purpose and requirements of the tasks proposed for
Unit 2 and outlining the tasks proposed for Unit 4.

=m=  Assessment overview

e Students need to undertake controlled assessments that are
marked by the teacher and Edexcel moderated. Please refer to the
Controlled assessment section on page 30 for further information
about controlled assessment and its impact on this unit.

® Centres must submit the marks from each student’s two speaking
tasks. Although it is anticipated that both will relate to one theme,
the two tasks could be linked to different themes. Marks must be
submitted from each student that relate to two different task types
chosen from the following:

O an open interaction
O a picture-based, free-flowing discussion

O a presentation followed by discussion.

e Each task should last approximately 4-6 minutes and must take
place in controlled conditions. This, together with reduced recording
requirements, facilitates ongoing and classroom-based assessment
rather than end-of-course oral tests. The latter are, however, possible
and teachers can assess whenever it is most appropriate and
practical for their students. Final marks and sample recordings can be
submitted in May.

e Full details of internal moderation procedures, marks submission
arrangements, recording and sampling requirements for this
qualification appear in the Instructions and administrative
documentation for internally assessed units document.

e All three task types involve interaction. An open interaction can
take place between a student and a teacher or, if feasible, between
two supervised students. It is essentially an unscripted role play in
response to a stimulus that students prepare on an individual basis
in class, or under direct supervision, up to two weeks in advance and
involving no more than six hours of contact time.

Edexcel GCSE in Urdu Specification © Edexcel Limited 2009



Qualification content A

e The interaction relates to a stimulus that provides both context and
purpose. Interactions may be formal and transactional in nature or,
alternatively, relate to more informal situations such as a focused
dialogue between friends. Students may refer to the stimulus when
undertaking their open interaction assessment as well as their own
notes - these should contain no more than 30 words and must be
written in bullet point or mind map format. Although Edexcel produces
a range of stimuli for each of the main themes (excluding centre-
devised themes), teachers can adapt them or produce their own.
The stimuli are generally open ended to invite student responses
at different levels and may include teacher prompts and questions.
Stimuli must be treated as live assessments and must be kept
securely.

Students should have access to stimuli only under supervised conditions
and must not, under any circumstances, remove them from the centre.
The stimuli usually provide some initial clues to support students,

and teachers can reduce or add to this according to the needs of the
individual student. Both Edexcel-produced and centre-devised stimuli
must be refreshed at least every two years. Please see the sample
assessment materials for examples.

e Students can engage in a discussion related to a picture (or other
visual) that they have chosen or give a presentation and then
respond to a series of linked, follow-up questions and answers. These
tasks give students a choice of content and, therefore, enable them to
take some ownership of their assessment. It is intended that students
use the picture as a prompt to discussion and that it relates to something
in which they have interest or involvement (for example an activity,
club or place). It is not envisaged that students will be presented with
an unseen picture a few minutes before assessment or that they will be
asked in-depth questions on every aspect of its visual content. Similarly,
students giving a presentation must be able to choose its content and
prepare. Students can prepare for a specific picture or presentation-
based assessment on an individual basis in class, or under other direct
supervision, up to two weeks in advance and involving no more than six
hours’ contact time.

e Students wishing to give a short presentation (three minutes maximum)
or discuss a picture should be able to refer to an A5 sheet of paper with
bulleted notes (30 words maximum) or a mind map equivalent (30 words
maximum). Those wishing to discuss a picture can give a short initial
presentation (one minute maximum) to introduce their picture.

e As the assessment for all task types is outcome based, teachers
should ensure that they exploit the stimuli or ask questions that are
sufficiently challenging to maximise student performance. Teachers
should be familiar with the general content of student discussions and/or
presentations in advance, so that they can prepare accordingly. However,
teachers must not reveal any potential questions to students in advance.
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A Qualification content

e Students may, of course, engage in research or general preparation work
related to the content of their chosen theme(s) on an ongoing basis. This
may be undertaken outside the classroom and can be marked. However,
no teacher feedback or guidance should be given to students when they
are preparing for a specific live assessment other than to clarify the
general requirements of the task.

e Teachers may assess students on more than one occasion (using
different assessment tasks) and submit students’ best marks. Each
task attracts a maximum of 30 marks in accordance with the following
assessment criteria which require a ‘best fit" approach to marking. (Please
also refer to the Teacher’s Guide.) Marks are awarded for content and
response, range of language and accuracy.
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Qualification content A

=m=  Assessment criteria

Content and response

Mark

® Communicates comprehensive and detailed information related to chosen visual/topic/
stimulus.

® Interacts very well.

® Speaks very confidently and with clear spontaneity.

® Frequently takes initiative and develops elaborate responses.

® No difficulty in expressing and explaining a range of ideas and points of view.
® Very little or no hesitation.

® Able to deal with unpredictable elements without difficulty.

16-18

® Communicates detailed and relevant information related to chosen visual/topic/stimulus.
® Interacts well.

® Speaks confidently.

® Takes initiative and develops more elaborate responses.

® Has little difficulty expressing and explaining ideas and points of view.

® |ittle hesitation and little or no prompting necessary.

® Able to deal with unpredictable elements with some success.

12-15

® Communicates relevant information related to the chosen visual/topic/stimulus but with
some obvious omissions.

® Some interaction.

® Able to participate in familiar, straightforward discussion and conversation, but experiences
problems with more complex question forms.

® Conveys opinions, but rarely expands.
® Some hesitation.

® Able to deal with some unpredictable elements.

8-11

® | imited communication related to chosen visual/topic/stimulus.

® Some coherence in unambiguous presentation of simple information and opinions, but
responses very limited.

® \/ery hesitant and reliant on teacher-examiner prompting.

® Able to deal with isolated unpredictable elements.

4-7

® Minimal description of chosen visual/topic/stimulus.

® Conveys very little relevant information in minimal responses (mainly one-word replies).
® | argely disjointed and unconnected ideas.

® Very limited comprehension of basic questions.

® Wholly reliant on teacher-examiner prompting.

® No rewardable content.

Edexcel GCSE in Urdu Specification © Edexcel Limited 2009



A Qualification content

Range of language ‘ Mark ‘ Accuracy ‘ Mark
® Uses wide range of appropriate 6 ® \ery accurate, with only isolated 6
vocabulary and structures, including and usually insignificant errors.
some complex lexical items. Consistently good pronunciation and
® Consistently competent use of intonation.
different tenses.
® Good variety of appropriate 5 Some errors, especially in more 5
vocabulary and structures. complex structures, but generally
. . accurate.
® Unambiguous use of different verb
tenses. Pronunciation and intonation
® Generally at ease with generally good.
subordination.
® Adequate but predictable range of 3-4 A fair number of errors made, 3-4
vocabulary and structures. including some basic, but
e May include different tenses or communication overall unaffected.
time frames, perhaps with some Pronunciation and intonation
ambiguity. generally accurate.
® Some examples of subordination.
® | imited and/or repetitive range of 2 Many basic errors, but main points 2
vocabulary or structures. communicated.
® Predominantly uses short sentences. Simple ‘pre-learnt’ stereotypes
correct.
Pronunciation generally
understandable.
® Very limited range of basic 1 Consistently inaccurate language 1
structures. and pronunciation frequently
® Frequently resorts to non-target impede basic communication.
language. Only isolated examples of accurate
® Rarely offers complete sentences. language.
® No rewardable language. 0 No rewardable language. 0

Edexcel GCSE in Urdu
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Qualification content A

Reading and Understanding in Urdu

| Overview

=m= Content overview

To prepare students adequately for this unit, teachers should present and
exploit a range of vocabulary relevant to all the common topic areas (in
the Common topic areas section on page 10) and, where appropriate,
building on the Key Stage 3 Programme of Study. Students should be
presented with Urdu language in a range of styles or registers and in

a variety of different contexts, as appropriate to their age and level of
understanding. Students will also be presented with different fonts and
formats, for example short, printed messages, advertisements and email
messages. Material presented will usually relate to an Urdu-speaking
country and students will be expected to develop appropriate cultural
awareness and understanding.

=m=  Assessment overview

e Students will be asked to demonstrate their understanding of a
number of short texts. The texts will be in a range of contexts and
styles, both formal and informal.

Foundation tier: 35 minutes
Higher tier: 50 minutes

e A number of question types will be used in the Foundation tier paper
that invite non-verbal responses, such as multiple choice and matching
exercises. A mixture of visual and short verbal cues in English will be
given, and marks will be awarded for a student’s own short, written
English-language responses (two or three words may suffice). To
encourage students to complete the entire paper, the Foundation tier
will follow a ‘peaks and troughs’ model. Questions will appear in a
mixed order in terms of difficulty rather than in order of increasing
difficulty.

e The Higher tier paper will include the same questions targeting the
C and D grades as used in the Foundation tier paper. These are
commonly referred to as ‘crossover’ questions. It will also contain
some questions that require short answers in English.

e Both papers carry a total of 40.

The question titles and rubrics will be in English throughout the
papers.
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A Qualification content

Writing in Urdu

| Overview

=m= Content overview

e Centres are required to submit students’ written work for external
marking by Edexcel. This work must be completed during two
sessions of no more than one hour each. Students may choose the
context of the written tasks according to the pathway that they have
chosen to follow (general or vocational) and the work must relate to
one or more themes selected from the following:

media and culture

sport and leisure

0

0

O travel and tourism

O business, work and employment
0

centre-devised option.

e Each of the broad themes gives students the scope to engage in
activities that coincide with their true interests, experience and
aspirations. Assessment scenarios should provide opportunities for
them to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of Urdu language
and grammar, as well as to inform, describe, give detail, express
feelings and to give opinions in Urdu. Teachers can adapt Edexcel-
produced stimuli or create their own, and have considerable control
over content so that they can target assessment to the specific
interests, learning needs and optimal performance level of each
student. However, if teachers need reassurance on the suitability of a
particular approach, topic or theme, they can consult an experienced
examiner through Edexcel’s Ask the Expert service.

e Teachers must ensure that the formal assessments used enable
students to demonstrate their ability to use language for different
purposes. Although the context of the tasks may be common, teachers
must check that there is no direct overlap of content across the formal
speaking and writing assessments. For example, in Unit 2: Speaking
in Urdu the student completes an open interaction as an assistant in a
tourist information office, providing information about local amenities
(formal, giving information). For their second task, they present a
picture stimulus related to a holiday/exchange visit spent in an Urdu-
speaking country and then follow this up with a discussion (informal,
expressing opinions, evaluative). In Unit 4, the student may present
a letter of complaint (formal) to the tourist information office about
transport arrangements and also design a poster to attract fellow
students to a school exchange. (informal, descriptive).
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Qualification content A

Teachers can informally assess a student using tasks that overlap in
content and purpose, either as part of their general language learning
and development or, if only one of these tasks (speaking or writing) is
counted towards final assessment.

NB: If the centre is in any doubt about the suitability of the
approach or the content of the tasks, the teacher responsible
should refer to Edexcel’s Ask the Expert service, setting out
clearly the context, purpose and requirements of the tasks for
Unit 4 and Unit 2.

=m=  Assessment overview

This unit is internally assessed under controlled conditions but marked
by Edexcel.

Controlled assessment allows for ongoing and classroom-based
assessment rather than end-of-course testing, although this is still
possible. Centres can submit students’ written work to Edexcel only
in the June examination series. More information is provided in the
Teacher’s Guide that accompanies this specification.

The student must complete two separate writing tasks* and each
must be undertaken in controlled conditions in a single assessment
session of no more than one hour. Although assessment is time
constrained and primarily qualitative rather than quantitative, it is
anticipated that students will produce at least 100 words in each of
the two assessment sessions.

Students aiming for grade C or above will need to demonstrate
extended writing skills and are expected to produce over 200 words
for each task. Centres must limit the work submitted for external
marking from these students to two pieces of written work.

Controlled assessments can be undertaken at any time during the
course prior to the deadline selected for the submission of students’
work.

When undertaking their assessments in controlled conditions, students
can refer to a dictionary or online dictionary, the relevant stimulus

and brief notes in bullet point or mind map type format (30 words
maximum) that must accompany the submitted work. Students will
not be permitted access to online grammar- or spell-checkers.

*It may be more appropriate for some students to complete two

shorter tasks rather than a longer one in a single assessment session.
Consequently, centres can submit more than two pieces of writing from
these students as long as the work has all been produced in two separate
assessment sessions (maximum of four pieces of writing).
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A Qualification content

e Stimuli should usually include task instructions and a scenario
outline in English but task prompts can be in either Urdu or English,
as appropriate to context (for example an extract from an Urdu
website questionnaire should be in Urdu, whereas a request to send
information about a student’s leisure interests to an Urdu partner
school might be more appropriate in English language bullets). The
tasks require students to respond in Urdu to a stimulus linked to
a prescribed or centre-devised theme. Edexcel produces a range
of stimuli for each of them (excluding centre-devised options) and
teachers can adapt them or produce their own. For many students, an
essay title supported by open-ended bullets could be a suitable task.
The Edexcel stimuli are generally open-ended but teachers can target
the assessments by modifying content to meet the different needs of
their students more closely. Both Edexcel-produced and centre-devised
stimuli must be refreshed at least every two years. Please see the
sample assessment materials for examples.

e Teachers must not provide any help or give specific feedback to
students on their preparatory work.

e The assessments can be undertaken at any time during the course,
before the deadline selected for the submission of students’ work.
Teachers may carry out more than two controlled writing assessments
with their students as long as the stimuli used and work produced
are different on each occasion. Teachers could then select the two
best pieces of written work to submit for external marking. It is not
possible for a student to carry over written work from one controlled
assessment session to another. Teachers and students must complete
the Controlled assessment authenticity record sheet — Writing
(Appendix 7) before submitting work to Edexcel with related notes and
stimuli.

e This is a non-tiered unit since the final mark will be determined by
the variety, appropriateness and complexity of language used and
the length of the submitted tasks. Submitted work will be assessed
by external examiners. Marks will be awarded for communication and
content, knowledge, and application of language and accuracy.
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Qualification content A

=m=  Assessment criteria

Communication and content

Mark

Very detailed and fully relevant response to the stimulus.

Shows a clear ability to narrate, describe, express opinions and expand, as
appropriate to the task.

Communicates with no ambiguity.
Excellent linking of the piece into a whole.
Coherent and pleasant to read.

13-15

Detailed response to the stimulus but there may be minor omissions.

Provides evidence of description, opinion and expansion, as appropriate to the
task.

Generally communicates clearly, with some lapses.
Reasonable attempt to link the piece into a whole.
Generally coherent.

Pedestrian or, alternatively, somewhat over ambitious.

10-12

Most of the task is completed and relevant information is conveyed, although there
may be some omissions and/or irrelevancies.

Provides evidence of an ability to go beyond a minimal response.
Begins to expand ideas and express opinions, as appropriate to the task.

Comprehensible overall with some lapses, sometimes leading to ambiguity,
especially if more ambitious language is attempted.

Some attempt at linking piece into a whole.

Relevant key information is given but there may be major omissions, irrelevance
and/or repetition.

The level of response is minimal

There is no evidence of description or opinions (other than simple likes/dislikes).
Some ambiguity.

Just about comprehensible overall.

Sentences mostly written in isolation.

Not easy to read.

4-6

Little relevant information is conveyed.

Much ambiguity and omission.

The level of response is very limited.

Substantial degree of irrelevance and incoherence.

Except for isolated items, would not be comprehensible to a native speaker.

No relevant communication worthy of credit.

A mark of zero for communication and content will mean a mark of zero for
knowledge and application of language and for accuracy
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A Qualification content

Knowledge and application of language ‘ Mark
e Wide range of vocabulary and structures, fully appropriate to the task and used 9-10
effectively.

e Little or no repetition.

e Confident use of more complex structures, such as object pronouns, negatives,
superlatives and range of tenses, with very few lapses.

e Clear ability to manipulate language and to produce longer, fluent sentences with
ease.

e Quite a wide range of vocabulary and structures appropriate to describe and to 7-8
express and justify opinions.

e Some attempt to use ambitious structures (subordinate clauses, object pronouns,
tenses, etc) with a fair measure of success.

e Tenses are generally used correctly.

e Some ability to manipulate language although not always successful.

e \ocabulary and structures are generally appropriate to the task. 5-6
e Correct syntax when using simple, short sentences.
e Some longer sentences where syntax is not always correct.

e Attempts enhancement of fact with adjectives and adverbial phrases with some
success.

e Some evidence of correct use of a range of tenses, with some lapses.

e Attempts to use subordinate clauses/simple linking with some success.

e |Limited vocabulary and structures, often repetitive and stereotyped. 3-4
e | anguage is basic and sometimes inappropriate to the task.

e Pre-learnt, set phrases predominate but there are some short simple sentences,
which are more or less correct.

e Some attempts at tenses, but many mistakes.
e Some attempt to use adjectives.

e There may be some simple subordination.

e Very limited vocabulary, with occasional correct words. 1-2
e \ery little understanding of language structures.

e There may be the occasional correct phrase or short sentence pre-learnt or ‘lifted’.

e No language worthy of credit. 0
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Accuracy ‘ Mark

e High level of accuracy, though not necessarily faultless. 5
e Spellings, genders, agreements, verb forms mastered with the odd slip.

e Secure when using more complex language with only a few minor errors.

e Generally accurate language. 4
e Most verb forms correct, secure in genders and agreements but the odd lapse.
e Spellings mostly accurate.

e When more complex structures are attempted, accuracy can be more variable.

e Fairly accurate in straightforward language, but some lapses with more complex 3
language.

e Inconsistency in verb forms but more correct than incorrect.
e Spelling of common words generally accurate.

e The work is clearly more accurate than inaccurate.

e Language errors do not significantly hinder communication.

e Inaccuracy increases if more complex structures are attempted.

® Many basic errors which often impede communication. 2

e Some correct phrases but frequent misspellings, inaccurate genders and incorrect
verb forms.

® Frequent basic errors and inaccuracies prevent communication. 1
e Isolated examples of correct language.
e Spellings and genders very weak.

e Little or no evidence of correct verb formation.

® No language worthy of credit. 0
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B Assessment

| Assessment summary

Units 1 and 3 are external units, set and marked by Edexcel.

Unit 2 is an internal unit which is internally assessed by the centre and
externally moderated by Edexcel.

Unit 4 is an internal unit which is marked by Edexcel.

=m= Summary of table of assessment

Unit 1:

The examination consists of a number of passages or interactions in Urdu with a variety of
question types. Content relates to prescribed common topic areas.

Timing Foundation tier: 25 minutes + 5 minutes’ reading time

Higher tier: 35 minutes + 5 minutes’ reading time

Total number of marks is 40.

Unit 2

Samples of student performance are submitted to Edexcel for external moderation in May.
Students may undertake their assessment when ready (on an ongoing basis) or as end-of-course
oral tests, if these are more practical and appropriate for students. There is potential for students
to focus on a specific chosen theme.

Students must undertake two different task types, each lasting 4-6 minutes.

Total number of marks is 60.

p{3 Edexcel GCSE in Urdu Specification © Edexcel Limited 2009



Reading and Understanding in Urdu Unit code: 5SURO3

The examination consists of a number of short texts, notices or news reports in Urdu which
include a range of settings and styles, both formal and informal (for example text messages,
advertisements, emails). Content relates to prescribed common topic areas.

Timing Foundation tier: 35 minutes

Higher tier: 50 minutes

Total number of marks is 40.

L1 3 Writing in Urdu Unit code: 5SUR04

This unit is internally conducted under controlled conditions but is externally marked by Edexcel.
Student work is submitted to Edexcel for external marking. The tasks may be completed at

any time during the course but must be submitted for marking in the June examination series.
Students are allowed to focus on a specific chosen theme.

Students must produce a piece of writing in Urdu in two separate controlled assessment sessions.
Each session can be a maximum of one hour.

Total number of marks is 60.

| Assessment Objectives and weightings

% in GCSE| % in GCSE

Short Short
Course Course % in GCSE
(Spoken (Written
Language) Language)
AO1: Understand spoken language. 40% 0% 20%
AO2: Communicate in speech. 60% 0% 30%
AO3: Understand written language. 0% 40% 20%
AO4: Communicate in writing. 0% 60% 30%
TOTAL 100% 100% 100%
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Relationship of Assessment Objectives to units

m= Edexcel GCSE in Urdu

Unit number Assessment Objective

Total for AO1,
AO2, AO3 and

AO4
Unit 1 20% 0% 0% 0% 20%
Unit 2 0% 30% 0% 0% 30%
Unit 3 0% 0% 20% 0% 20%
Unit 4 0% 0% 0% 30% 30%
Total for GCSE 20% 30% 20% 30% 100%

m= Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu: Spoken Language

Unit number Assessment Objective

Total for AO1,
AO2, AO3 and

AO4
Unit 1 40% 0% 0% 0% 40%
Unit 2 0% 60% 0% 0% 60%
Unit 3 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Unit 4 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Total for GCSE 40% 60% 0% 0% 100%
Short Course

m= Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu: Written Language

Unit number Assessment Objective

Total for AO1,
AO2, AO3 and

AO4
Unit 1 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Unit 2 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Unit 3 0% 0% 40% 0% 40%
Unit 4 0% 0% 0% 60% 60%
Total for GCSE 0% 0% 40% 60% 100%
Short Course
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' Entering your students for assessment

wm=  Student entry

Details of how to enter students for this qualification can be found in
Edexcel’s Information Manual, a copy is sent to all examinations officers.
The information can also be found on Edexcel’s website: www.edexcel.
com

Students studying unitised GCSE Short Course and GCSE qualifications
are required to complete at least 40 per cent of the overall assessment
requirements as terminal assessment.

=m= Forbidden combinations and classification code

Centres should be aware that students who enter for more than one
GCSE qualification with the same classification code will have only one
grade (the highest) counted for the purpose of the school and college
performance tables.

Students should be advised that, if they take two qualifications with the
same classification code, schools and colleges are very likely to take the
view that they have achieved only one of the two GCSEs. The same view
may be taken if students take two GCSE qualifications that have different
classification codes but have significant overlap of content. Students who
have any doubts about their subject combinations should check with

the institution to which they wish to progress before embarking on their
programmes.

=m=  Access arrangements and special requirements

Edexcel’s policy on access arrangements and special considerations
for GCE, GCSE, and Entry Level aims to enhance access to the
qualifications for students with disabilities and other difficulties (as
defined by the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and the amendments
to the Act) without compromising the assessment of skills, knowledge,
understanding or competence.

Please see the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.co.uk/sfc/feschools/access-
consideration) for:

e the JCQ policy Access Arrangements and Special Considerations,
Regulations and Guidance Relating to students who are Eligible for
Adjustments in Examinations.

e the forms to submit for requests for access arrangements and special
considerations

e dates for submission of the forms.
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Requests for access arrangements and special considerations must be
addressed to:

Special Requirements
Edexcel

One90 High Holborn
London WC1V 7BH

=m= Disability Discrimination Act (DDA)

Please see the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com/sfc) for information
relating to the Disability Discrimination Act.

. Controlled assessment

In controlled assessments, control levels are set for three linked
processes: task setting, task taking and task marking. The control levels
(high, medium or limited are dependent on the subject) are set for each
process so that the overall level of control secures validity and reliability,
provides good manageability for all involved and allows teachers to
authenticate the student work confidently.

The summary of the controlled conditions for this specification are shown
below.

=m= Summary of conditions for controlled assessment

Control levels for the controlled assessment in Urdu are defined for the
three stages of the assessment.

Task setting

To give teachers some control over assessment content, and to permit
personalised learning, there is a limited level of control for task setting
for both the speaking and writing units. Although Edexcel provides
exemplar stimuli for use in controlled assessments, teachers may adapt
them or create their own. All tasks used for live assessments must be
refreshed every two years.

Task requirements should be clear and concise for students. As tasks are
designed to develop Urdu language speaking or writing skills, related
stimuli should feature a minimal amount of text (maximum 70 words)
and may feature visual prompts, potentially with some additional English
language explanation of context. Prompts and cues may be set in either
English or Urdu, appropriate to the specific scenario.
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As tasks allow outcome-based assessment, teachers must ensure that
students can perform at their optimal level. This means that tasks should
provide opportunities for appropriate stretch and challenge for all
students. It is important that students’ performances are not unduly
constrained by stimuli content and demands in the case of speaking-
related teacher questioning. For example, it should be possible to

ask most students to express a simple opinion (although the level of
response may vary considerably from student to student).

Task taking

To facilitate potential for less ‘high stakes’ oral assessment and to enable
teachers to assess students more flexibly, a medium level of control
has been set for task taking in Unit 2: Speaking in Urdu. However, as
students must complete all the written work submitted for assessment
independently, Unit 4: Writing in Urdu has a high level of control for
task taking.

The following task setting controls relate to both the speaking and
writing units.

Authenticity controls: Students must undertake all formally assessed
work in controlled conditions under the supervision of a teacher.
Any preparation for a specific formal assessment must also be teacher
supervised (although not necessarily in the classroom) and must not,
under any circumstances, be set as homework. Students should have up
to two weeks in advance and no more than six hours’ contact time for a
formal speaking assessment and may have longer for writing controlled
assessments. Students and teachers must complete and sign

a Controlled assessment authenticity record sheet (Appendices

6 and 7). Students can, as part of their language learning development,
receive general guidance on the requirements of the task types used
for assessment and be trained to acquire the appropriate skills and
knowledge to undertake them effectively. In this period, before starting
work on a formal assessment task, they should have full access to
resources and feedback to support them.

Feedback control: All formal assessment-specific preparatory work must
be carried out under fully-supervised conditions. Teacher feedback is
restricted to the clarification of general task requirements.

Collaboration control: It may be possible for some assessment tasks in
Unit 2: Speaking in Urdu to involve more than one student in task taking,
although this is not an assessment requirement. If teachers undertake
assessments that involve more than one student, they should exercise
extreme caution and ensure that the performance of one student does
not prejudice or restrict the performance of another.
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Resource control: Key resources that students have consulted for each
specific assessment must be identified on the Controlled assessment
authenticity record sheet (Appendices 6 and 7). In Unit 2: Speaking in
Urdu, students are able to refer to a visual or notes depending on the
task during their test but they must not refer to a dictionary, except
when preparing. Conversely, in Unit 4: Writing in Urdu, students may
refer to notes and a dictionary although access to an earlier draft, online
grammar-or spell-checker is prohibited.

Time control: In Unit 2: Speaking in Urdu, students must carry out two
different types of controlled assessment. Each task should last between
4-6 minutes and may relate to one specific chosen theme.

In Unit 4: Writing in Urdu, students must produce two* distinctly
different pieces of work, although these may relate to one specific
chosen theme. The work should be completed in two sessions of up to
one hour each.

Teachers are free to assess Units 2 and 4 whenever it is most appropriate
and practical for their students. Students can be assessed on repeat
occasions but must not undertake the same assessment task twice if it is
being counted towards their final assessment.

Task marking

Again, to facilitate less ‘high stakes’ and more flexible oral assessment,
Unit 2: Speaking in Urdu features a medium level of marking control.
Teachers can assess their own students’ work and this is then externally
moderated. Edexcel provides marking support and guidance for teachers
through comprehensive training and guidance. Please refer to the unit
description to view the assessment criteria and to the Instructions

and administrative documentation for internally assessed units for full
details on recording and sampling requirements and marks submission
arrangements.

In Unit 4: Writing in Urdu, there is a high level of marking control.
Edexcel will mark work from all students. Examiners will require the
stimuli and student notes used in the writing assessments to accompany
all submissions.

*It is possible that, for some students, it is appropriate to set two
shorter tasks rather than one longer one in an assessment session.
However, students aiming for grade C or above will need to demonstrate
more extended-writing skills and are, therefore, expected to produce
over 200 words in each task.
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=m= |nternal standardisation

Teachers must show clearly how the marks have been awarded in
relation to the assessment criteria. If more than one teacher in a
centre is marking students’ work, there must be a process of internal
standardisation to ensure that there is consistent application of the
assessment criteria.

=m= Authentication

All students must sign an authentication statement. Statements relating
to work not sampled should be held securely in your centre. Those which
relate to sampled students must be attached to the work and sent to

the moderator. In accordance with a revision to the current Code of
Practice, any candidate unable to provide an authentication statement
will receive zero credit for the component. Where credit has been
awarded by a centre-assessor to sampled work without an accompanying
authentication statement, the moderator will inform Edexcel and the
mark adjusted to zero.

=m= Further information

For more information on annotation, authentication, mark submission

and moderation procedures, please refer to the Edexcel GCSE in Urdu:
Instructions and administrative documentation for internally assessed
units document, which is available on the Edexcel website.

For up-to-date advice on teacher involvement, please refer to the JCQ
Instructions for conducting coursework/portfolio document on the

JCQ website: www.jcq.org.uk For up-to-date advice on malpractice
and plagiarism, please refer to the JCQ Suspected Malpractice in
Examinations: Policies and Procedures and Instructions for conducting
coursework/portfolio documents on the JCQ website (www.jcq.org.uk).
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| Assessing your students

The first assessment opportunity for Units 1, 2, 3 and 4 will take place in
the June 2010 series and in each following June series for the lifetime of
the specification.

wm= Your student assessment opportunities

Unit ‘ June 2010 ‘ June 2011
Unit 1: Listening and Understanding in v v

Urdu

Unit 2: Speaking in Urdu % vk

Unit 3: Reading and Understanding in v 4

Urdu

Unit 4: Writing in Urdu % vk

* The controlled assessments may occur at any time during the GCSE
in Urdu course but final marks and student work must be submitted
in May (*June exam series). From September 2011, the assessment
opportunities will mirror those of 2010 as indicated above.

=m= Awarding and reporting

The grading, awarding and certification of this qualification will comply
with the requirements of the current GCSE/GCE Code of Practice

for courses starting in September 2009, which is published by the
Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA). The GCSE qualification
will be graded and certificated on an eight-grade scale from A* to G.
Individual unit results will be reported.

The first certification opportunity for the Edexcel GCSE (Short
Course) in Urdu: Spoken Language or Edexcel GCSE (Short
Course) in Urdu: Written Language will be 2010, and the first
certification opportunity for the Edexcel GCSE in Urdu will be
2011.

Students whose level of achievement is below the minimum judged by
Edexcel to be of sufficient standard to be recorded on a certificate will
receive an unclassified U result.
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=m= Unit results

The minimum uniform marks required for each grade for each unit:

Units 1and 3

Unit grade *A A B C D E F G
Maximum uniform 54 48 42 36 30 24 18 12
mark = 60

Students who do not achieve the standard required for a grade G will
receive a uniform mark in the range 0-11.

Units 2 and 4

Unit grade *A A B C D E F G
Maximum uniform 81 72 63 54 45 36 27 18
mark = 90

Students who do not achieve the standard required for a grade G will
receive a uniform mark in the range 0-17.

=m=  Qualification results

The minimum uniform marks required for each grade:

GCSE in Urdu cash-in code: 2URO1

Qualification grade *A A B C D E F G
Maximum uniform 270 | 240 | 210 | 180 | 150 | 120 | 90 60
mark = 300

Students who do not achieve the standard required for a grade G will
receive a uniform mark in the range 0-59.

GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu: Spoken Language cash-in code: 3UROS
GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu: Written Language cash-in code: 3UROW

Qualification grade *A A B C D E F G
Maximum uniform 135 120 105 | 90 75 60 45 30
mark = 150

Students who do not achieve the standard required for a grade G will
receive a uniform mark in the range 0-29.
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=m= Resitting of units

Students can resit the assessment requirements for an internally and
externally unit once before claiming certification for the qualification. The
best available result for each contributing unit will count towards the final
grade.

For internally assessed units students will need to retake the entire
assessment requirements for that unit. In terms of controlled assessment
for this qualification, students can be assessed on repeat occasions

but must not undertake the same assessment task twice if it is being
counted towards their final assessment.

Students who want to resit after they have completed all the assessment
requirements of the course will be required to retake at least 40 per cent
of the assessment requirements.

Results of units will be held in Edexcel’s unit bank for as many years as
this specification remains available. Once the GCSE Short Course and
GCSE qualification has been certificated, all unit results are deemed to
be used up at that level. These results cannot be used again towards

a further award of the same qualification at the same level but unit
results used for a GCSE Short Course remain available for use in a GCSE
qualification.

w=m= | anguage of assessment

Assessment of this specification will be available in Urdu although
some questions will be set in English and require responses in English.
Assessment materials will be published in Urdu.

=m= Stretch and challenge

Students can be stretched and challenged in all units through the use of
different assessment strategies, for example:

® a requirement to use and recognise complex language structures and
grammar

® a requirement to recognise and convey feelings and opinions

use of open-ended questioning and stimuli

® a requirement to communicate effectively and accurately in Urdu
(Units 2 and 4)

® a requirement to produce extended Urdu (Unit 4 only).
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=m= Malpractice and plagiarism

For up-to-date advice on malpractice and plagiarism, please refer to the
Joint Council for Qualifications Suspected Malpractice in Examinations:
Policies and Procedures document on the JCQ website www.jcqg.org.uk

=m= Student recruitment

Edexcel’s access policy concerning recruitment to our qualifications is
that:

e they must be available to anyone who is capable of reaching the
required standard

e they must be free from barriers that restrict access and progression

e equal opportunities exist for all students.

=m= Progression

This qualification offers a suitable progression route to GCE AS and GCE
Advanced Level in Urdu language study, as well as other

Level 3 qualifications. In addition, the study of one language at GCSE can
facilitate and help promote the learning of other languages.

The qualification may also add to an individual’s employability profile.
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| Grade descriptions

Candidates show understanding of a variety of spoken language that
contains some complex language and relates to a range of contexts.
They can identify main points, details and points of view and draw simple
conclusions.

They initiate and develop conversations and discussions, present
information and narrate events. They express and explain ideas and
points of view, and produce extended sequences of speech using a variety
of vocabulary, structures and verb tenses. They speak confidently, with
reasonably accurate pronunciation and intonation. The message is clear
but there may be some errors, especially when they use more complex

A structures.

They show understanding of a variety of written texts relating to a range
of contexts. They understand some unfamiliar language and extract
meaning from more complex language and extended texts. They can
identify main points, extract details, recognise points of view, attitudes and
emotions and draw simple conclusions.

They write for different purposes and contexts about real or imaginary
subjects. They express and explain ideas and points of view. They use

a variety of vocabulary, structures and verb tenses. Their spelling and
grammar are generally accurate. The message is clear but there may be
some errors, especially when they write more complex sentences.
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Candidates show understanding of different types of spoken language that
contain a variety of structures. The spoken material relates to a range of
contexts, including some that may be unfamiliar, and may relate to past
and future events. They can identify main points, details and opinions.

They take part in conversations and simple discussions and present
information. They express points of view and show an ability to deal with
some unpredictable elements. Their spoken language contains a variety of
structures and may relate to past and future events. Their pronunciation
and intonation are more accurate than inaccurate. They convey a clear
C message but there may be some errors.

They show understanding of different types of written texts that contain a
variety of structures. The written material relates to a range of contexts,
including some that may be unfamiliar and may relate to past and future
events. They can identify main points, extract details and recognise
opinions.

They write for different contexts that may be real or imaginary. They
communicate information and express points of view. They use a variety
of structures and may include different tenses or time frames. The style is
basic. They convey a clear message but there may be some errors.

Candidates show some understanding of simple language spoken clearly
that relates to familiar contexts. They can identify main points and extract
some details.

They take part in simple conversations, present simple information and
can express their opinion. They use a limited range of language. Their
pronunciation is understandable. There are grammatical inaccuracies but
F the main points are usually conveyed.

They show some understanding of short, simple written texts that relate to
familiar contexts. They show limited understanding of unfamiliar language.
They can identify main points and some details.

They write short texts that relate to familiar contexts. They can express
simple opinions. They use simple sentences. The main points are usually
conveyed but there are mistakes in spelling and grammar.
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C Resources, support and training

. Edexcel resources

Edexcel aims to provide the most comprehensive support for our
qualifications.

For up-to-date information on published resources, please visit
www.edexcel.com/gcse2009

| Edexcel publications

You can order further copies of the specification, sample assessment
materials (SAMs) and teacher’s guide documents from:

Edexcel Publications
Adamsway

Mansfield

Nottinghamshire NG18 4FN

Telephone: 01623 467467

Fax: 01623 450481
Email: publications@linneydirect.com
Website: www.edexcel.com

- Endorsed resources

Edexcel also endorses some additional materials written to support this
qualification. Any resources bearing the Edexcel logo have been through
a quality assurance process to ensure complete and accurate support for
the specification. For up-to-date information about endorsed resources,
please visit www.edexcel.com/endorsed

Please note that while resources are checked at the time of publication,
materials may be withdrawn from circulation and website locations may
change.

| Edexcel support services

Edexcel has a wide range of support services to help you implement this
qualification successfully.

ResultsPlus - ResultsPlus is an application launched by Edexcel to help
subject teachers, senior management teams, and students by providing
detailed analysis of examination performance. Reports that compare
performance between subjects, classes, your centre and similar centres
can be generated in ‘one-click’. Skills maps that show performance
according to the specification topic being tested are available for some
subjects. For further information about which subjects will be analysed
through ResultsPlus, and for information on how to access and use the
service, please visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus
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Ask the Expert - Ask the Expert is a new service, launched in 2007,
that provides direct email access to senior subject specialists who will

be able to answer any questions you might have about this or any other
specification. All of our specialists are senior examiners, moderators

or verifiers and they will answer your email personally. You can read a
biography for all of them and learn more about this unique service on our
website at www.edexcel.com/asktheexpert

Ask Edexcel - Ask Edexcel is Edexcel’s online question and answer
service. You can access it at www.edexcel.com/ask or by going to the
main website and selecting the Ask Edexcel menu item on the left.

The service allows you to search through a database of thousands of
questions and answers on everything Edexcel offers. If you don't find
an answer to your question, you can choose to submit it straight to us.
One of our customer services team will log your query, find an answer
and send it to you. They’ll also consider adding it to the database if
appropriate. This way the volume of helpful information that can be
accessed via the service is growing all the time.

Examzone - The Examzone site is aimed at students sitting external
examinations and gives information on revision, advice from examiners
and guidance on results, including re-marking, resitting and progression
opportunities. Further services for students — many of which will also be
of interest to parents — will be available in the near future. Links to this
site can be found on the main homepage at www.examzone.co.uk

| Training

A programme of professional development and training courses, covering
various aspects of the specification and examination, will be arranged by
Edexcel each year on a regional basis. Full details can be obtained from:

Training from Edexcel
Edexcel

One90 High Holborn
London WC1V 7BH

Telephone: 0844 576 0027
Email: trainingbookings@edexcel.com
Website: www.edexcel.com
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Key skils

m= Signposting

Key skills (Level 2)

Communication

C2.1a v
C2.1b v
Cc2.2 v
Cc2.3 v

Information and communication technology

ICT2.1 v
ICT2.2 v
ICT2.3 v

Improving own learning and performance | | | |

LP2.1 v v v v
LP2.2 4 4 4 v
LP2.3 v v v v

Working with others ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

Wo02.1 v v
W02.2 v v
W02.3 v v

Teachers should note that assessment of the key skill in communication must be in English, Irish
or Welsh and that, although foreign language study clearly presents opportunities to develop skills
in communication, assessment in the foreign language is not appropriate. For this specification, all
key skills communication evidence must be in English.

m= Development suggestions

Please refer to the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com) for key skills
development suggestions.
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UL’ Wider curriculum

=m= Signposting

Spiritual v v v v
Moral v v v v
Ethical v v v v
Social 4 v v v
Cultural v v v v
Citizenship v v v v
Environmental v v v v
European initiatives v v v v
Health and safety v v v v
Legislative v v v v
Economic v v v v
Sustainable v v v v
development

In addition to acquiring knowledge about language structures and the development of practical
language skills, effective language learning involves a promotion of cultural understanding. This
specification requires students to consider a range of common topic areas, to focus on one or
more broad themes and develop an appreciation of the culture and society of Urdu-speaking
countries and communities. Consequently, teachers can link students’ language study to the issues
listed above.
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=m= Development suggestions

Opportunities for development or internal assessment

Spiritual Unit 4 A student may produce a report on a particular religious festival
and reflect on its meaning and significance.

Moral Unit 2 A student could refer to a moral tension that young people face
when discussing an aspect of youth culture.

Ethical Unit 2 A student might wish to deliver a presentation advocating ‘fair
trade’ business.

Social Unit 4 A student considering work issues might produce a piece of
writing on voluntary work and related social issues.

Cultural Unit 3 Reading a short passage on visitor information, a student might
become more aware of the different cultural activities and
facilities available.

Citizenship Units 1 and 3 When undertaking listening and reading activities, related to the
prescribed common topic areas, students may become aware of
issues that can be linked to citizenship.

Environmental Unit 1 A student might hear a recording in Urdu referring to the
environmental benefits of public transport.

European initiatives Unit 4 A student undertaking written work on a local amenity or
visitor attraction may discover that it has been partly supported
through the European Regional Development Fund.

Health and safety Unit 2 A student giving an oral presentation on a healthy lifestyle may
refer to the negative impact of smoking, alcohol or drug abuse.

Legislative Units 2 and 4 Students may, through projects related to the world of work,
become aware of workplace-related legislation.

Economic Units 2 A student undertaking work related to the leisure industry may
become aware of the contribution of this sector to different
national economies.

Sustainable Units 2 and 4 A student considering travel-related issues may consider
development projects that promote sustainable tourism.
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Type of code

National
classification codes

‘ Use of code

Every qualification is assigned to a national
classification code indicating the subject area to
which it belongs. Centres should be aware that
students who enter for more than one GCSE
qualification with the same classification code will
have only one grade (the highest) counted for the
purpose of the school and college performance
tables.

‘ Code number

6130

National
Qualifications
Framework (NQF)
codes

Each qualification title is allocated a National
Qualifications Framework (NQF) code.

The NQF code is known as a Qualification Number
(QN). This is the code that features

in the DfE’s Sections 96 and on the LARA as being
eligible for 16-18 and 19+ funding, and is to be
used for all qualification

funding purposes. The QN is the number that
will appear on the student’s final certification
documentation.

The QANSs for the
qualifications in this
publication are:

GCSE in Urdu 500/4628/7

GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu:
Spoken Language 500/4626/3

GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu:
Written Language 500/4627/5

Unit codes

Each unit is assigned a unit code. This unit code is
used as an entry code to indicate that a student
wishes to take the assessment for that unit.
Centres will need to use the entry codes only when
entering students for their examination.

Unit 1 - 5URO1
Unit 2 - 5UR02
Unit 3 - 5URO3
Unit 4 - 5UR04

Cash-in codes

The cash-in code is used as an entry code to
aggregate the student’s unit scores to obtain the
overall grade for the qualification. Centres will need
to use the entry codes only when entering students
for their qualification.

GCSE in Urdu - 2URO1

GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu:
Spoken Language - 3UROS

GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu:
Written Language - 3UROW

Entry codes

The entry codes are used to:
® enter a student for the assessment of a unit

® aggregate the student’s unit to obtain the overall
grade for the qualification.

Please refer to the Edexcel
Information Manual, available
on the Edexcel website.
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LUDELLDV N  Grammar list

GCSE students will be expected to acquire knowledge and understanding of Urdu grammar during
their course. In the examination they will need to apply their knowledge and understanding,
drawing from the following lists. The examples in brackets are indicative, not exclusive. For
structures marked (R), only receptive knowledge is required.

Urdu (Foundation tier)

Nouns
] gl:lllkt
+ singular and plural forms

« agreement
» pnsitinn

+ comparative and superlative
+ demonstrative fﬁ.ﬂ: ..;:.H/m.-,ll:m.;_.ll-;)

« indefinite (j(.,:g.ﬁ..:.-f]

possessive
.+ intorrogative (L Lol e P! )

Adverbs
« comparative and superlative
« regular

. interrogative (=, i)

+ adverbs of time and place ( s et i koo Jraef
» common adverbial phrases
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Quantifiers/Intensifiers |7+ ‘Lﬁﬁfmﬁ‘.’JLmiM )

Pronouns

*

*

*

petsotial: al subyects
teflexive

el atiwe: ,_.Jf

relative: L‘l’r(Rj

ohy ect: di;ect(Rj atud 1nudir ect (B
position and order of object pronomans (R
iz unct velemphati o

detn onstrative (fﬁ‘ufgfg_ﬁ‘f)
indefinits ( 7,34

irterrogative {Lf"u_‘l/j

uze of L.-f"L.“;-‘

YVerhs

*

*

*

*

regllar and irregdar verbs, including refl exive verbs
all persotis of the verb, singdar and plural

negative forms

irterrogative forms

thodes of address: ._‘,_.'I:rﬁ"_i

impersonal verhs I:,-:__ E:}ﬁ.ﬁ;, o ‘,-:__U‘J}:I:._.j
vetbs followed by aninfinitive, with or without a preposition
terises:

presett

petfect

impetfect: | e El IH-I'__/:(I

other comom o vetbs in the imperfect tense (E)
iminediate fdure

b e (B

cotditional ; L,ILF"'-*IE';/?JI.I.; ;ﬁ‘,ﬁ
pluperfect (B

Appendix 4
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« passive voice: present tense (R)

« imperative

+ present participle (R}

Prepositions
#fsﬁnunﬁ{sﬁbiﬂ:éuﬁd—sw..{ﬂﬁ*

Conjunetions
'),)!El(f:l}{l’l.ﬂm

Vowel poinis and other marks
dlﬂ""‘"'i (ﬂ:ﬂ‘tﬂglﬁnﬁwﬂj

Number, quantity, dates and time
inclading use of the following:
L}l’ﬂif—gﬂtﬂ'-&{m ‘-ﬂ"ia HE.;.H"—-.;'. -[j:fj'l Hﬂ ¥ 4 i'!’lmif.ﬂ;j';;—-.u;ugﬁ"

=
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Urdu (Higher tier)
All grammar and structures listed for Foundation tier, as well as:

Nouns
Some of the absiract nouns {G.-Jﬁj;ﬁﬂ?n‘.‘.d:j;]

Adjectives
* comparative and superlative, including ¢/ as in o0/ 2ot d w2
. Fﬂnmﬁ“ﬂ{vr:&-:uﬁ-ﬁdﬂ%éﬁb:ﬁ“"w/]

Adverbs

comparative and superlative, including & i g irfe >

Prenouns

« useofy Fy iy

« telative: LJ"

+  relative: ﬁ-"it‘f} [R}

« object: direct and indirect

« position and order of object pronouns

+ demonstrative (¢ 477, g- 427 1 - bE 7 ) (R)
» possessive (R)

conditional
- pluperfect
passive voice: future, imperfect and perfect tenses (R)
fect infiniti
present participle
subjunctive mood: present, in commonly used expressions (R)

Time
including uso of the Following;
hidp A b s it o e J B Jiabg

&

-

&
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ULl Minimum core vocabulary list

The following vocabulary list is intended to assist teachers in planning their work. It provides the
minimum core generic vocabulary that all students will need to acquire (regardless of chosen
theme). It is an essential vocabulary list that students should refer to and build on when preparing
for listening and reading examinations.

All assessment tasks in Unit 1: Listening and Understanding in Urdu and Unit 3: Reading and
Understanding in Urdu targeted at grades G-C will be based on this vocabulary list. Occasional

glossing of individual words may occur in the examinations although this will be avoided whenever
possible.

For the speaking and writing units, it is important to note that the vocabulary requirements, even
within each of the chosen pathways (Media and culture, Sport and leisure, Travel and tourism,
Business, work and employment or Centre-devised), could vary between students.
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High Frequency Language (Multiple contexts)

Verbs

11 lard

11 al lgna
10 juriip

o borroes
1 My

i 1se

o infiarm
to repret
to charge
to hope

to wait fior
to nEpanize

o manapc

to surf the internet

o wish
to come
to chat

o 1ell

1o save

o armae
to discues
to change
1o snow
o eall

o imvitc
to cloae
o lowad

to speak
to tmprove

to describe

E;T-"-.:i'-;;_,.bL-':L'_:I
Lol
l'Eq."n._J:.':-'_ﬁ'.;cL',L*:l
A e
RPN
Y
|.5-_:l---T =y .IE_.-lJ’l
P
(TP P o
b o i
L
b

b e A
L:__J':-E-_._‘:q

|r.-"l-—-:_.""- - -‘_.I

A sl

T

CE -‘.jq.:-:l.-';r;_-';-;-!
Loz
i s
ER N R
:f.;ﬁ;_.-t.&*g:;-‘f
:;':_.Lf:- [

o "-I'-i":.-{-"_-"-i-'."

bk

(PRI

sl e san
T,

Ry L S

re e
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o sell

to sit dovan
to eacape
to zand

to fill

to like

to hnld

to atrive
to produce
to tollow
to refund
Lo proscnl
Lo drnk

lu lum1 on
Lo throe
1o prislir
o resvarch
[IAATIRRE TR
10 Lypue

10 kioky, b
1 slay

T 26

o check
o fid

to kner
to light

to lnrry

to forge

to ndd

to amewer
to win

Lo live

Loy wuml

P

L 2 L
LM -",-'Lr";jl*'-'fn.fl.q’
pnt

DA

X

-
Ll ael” oot

[N

Fon

Iz, o -

R,
e

L'I-‘...:p |.'_|.l-'.'|.'..._p:.l|.'p'l"
(I

-
' o
Sl

‘.
e

4
.':;;-l.-.-cl.-J-_l';:l.-','
b b1k o
s e
Iy

&

h-;'r-"..._',.'-.l;'lh'_kf"
e
.'L'f_.':f_-l..'i: L.!'x'

. o Tha
SaF L

5

!

L,_JI rL'-_ - L'-_ JE .l.--.l'-l.::'Ir
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o ateal bodeginlt
to elirmh e g Hileik
to drive LoFlhe
to walk v
to choose L)
toery i fpes
to replace I
to leave (an ahject) o
to leave bl o
to trach R L
o order u,-LIT.Ia o
11 warn R
1o limish L,_,":r ;’F""
1 wnd F"
10 serve bt i S
lo pluasc Lo P
10 speid oA
103 426l HCRAT
o buy dit
10 desire T
1o vnler '.-Il.f.-;:lc'.'_-:,_,"’u
10 apply o besoer s
10 =iy JE
10 shony L s biles
0 revise et e Mo
10 repeal A e Ak
10 Biye ks
1o Igwok 3 Mer N TR
10 w28 wh
1o wis P T
to pazh L el s
to contact b
to accept Co et A A e
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to have

to it

to st

0 AceOIm iy
tn reconumend
to nderstand
to liscen

to hear

to ask a question
tir think

tor sleep

te

P

wo tor a walls
to lewn

L burin

Lo Lthank

1 s

1o wra
1o pluos

T Jeeidy

1 Lusl

10 lesrig]

1 work

o click

1 rennhire
10 suceesd
to Ty

to sav

to e able to
to cat

ton lose
Loy ppem
Lix puill
Lo prirk

-
TR
L'-ﬂ....'

|.-'.-"..-A-"_l|:-j)

sl Al

LA F e

RSN .-"E_,- :_,.-""
v .-"i..ll,_ -""E
I;:'JJL:!'.:.-.' # gl
s bael S
Lo

o

s b
L'-_.l.-l.i'.'h'.!-_:;,.-l"'_-;
eTs

IS
L RN T

Wb

Fr fivd
S el

T

- oo

Lo gdle

. g
bl

- D -

S Ao .'fﬁ_;a.__f_"%.’l:r‘.\__(.'-r
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1o fall

0 conine

o have 1o
o te

o wrice

o sticlk

o tale

to ask

o lovve

to resenve
to help

to repair

to descrye
to smile

to study

to forgive
to be sorey
to rescmble
Loy et

to canec]
to provent
o adwise
o be miterested in
Loy tret angry
o miss

Lo Juil

Lo Tt

o 2o down
lu relinn

o pul buck
lu relinm

lu revoive

1o b Loceed

P
Frao?ln.d

ER
Sl

¥
otk

gl

-

o

bl
T
- o

L poh,
b=t
e

[

AT
R

e
P
-

R

i

G Sz ae

l.f;'. 1:".:-'1|..-_-"_3L"

Fib

L = R

A

W4
Lo e

v !".'.,.:‘l;"'l'..' +_.._"_i#|.|‘.

L sl el 5
' [Fal T

£l .'T;__'Fr L

= !i;...';__-'ﬁ' )
L ."I.;__-'E' L
-
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to [augh
e

o remember
to helicac

to laok Tike

Adjectives

cxoiting
el
logweher
o

g1 yid
wmlelul

Toal

along

nuxl

Tich

el loys
higly

last
camlurable
free

macra

nely

badl

g

clioged, close

old

al

R

- K
NI P B L

-

il-;f'rlfl
Az, -
WL
A.J”,:_ ,l.;i ,I:I;-: Al
AT

,;-‘I_.T

.'i"'-‘: ni‘-'_sl.-l-
Ie, 5_1*,-*'{ E‘;

[

[ .h-.:p.l !""'.J_r

. L4
EE

1
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walid
clhianning
other
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dispusting,
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puple
LTI
violet
hron
il
colour
Lrey
whiile
blacl:
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light

Aaddverbs

already

Jusl mow

atill
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here

there
[FRATeTR
c¢llen

internalls

Edexcel GCSE in Urdu

Specification

© Edexcel Limited 2009



D Appendices

straight away EAPT S g
Up Lo s day 27
- il =
crteide N
unloriunaely o
- e L
rallcr g £ iy
—
{for a) lang time oo
vury =
. e .
T Sl
alminst et i Fraz F
guickly SR (LY
T'\._l..-Cr'Iﬂ’_‘.- L,-':L'J'.ﬁb-i'
o . - ER K
reully AL e
cupeeially cidko s
prerhaps S
L P
T e el
RTORY s
senCtimes P j
arven Lhere cuhs
dlwiys e
Numhbcrs
1-1430)
{rnantitics
NNy L PRI
envizh s
el
E
a little R T

Edexcel GCSE in Urdu Specification © Edexcel Limited 2009



Appendices D

a dowen

1 picee ol

a packet of
a jar ol

i lmd ol

a tin, hox of
a hotrle of

d slice ol

Lonneching words

il
S0y
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oo
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| Controlled assessment authenticity record sheet — Speaking

Edexcel GCSE in Urdu (2URO01)
Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu: Spoken Language (3UROS)

Language tested: Examination year:
Centre name: Centre number:
Candidate name: Candidate number:

Marks from two different types of controlled speaking assessments are required:

Open interaction

Theme:

Content of picture/focus of presentation:

Content and response Range of language Accuracy TOTAL
/18 /6 /6 /30

Picture-based discussion

Theme:

Content of picture/focus of presentation:

Content and response Range of language Accuracy TOTAL
/18 /6 /6 /30

Presentation-based discussion

Theme:

Content of picture/focus of presentation:

Content and response Range of language Accuracy TOTAL
/18 /6 /6 /30
OVERALL TOTAL: /60

Declaration of authentication

I declare that the above assessments have been carried out without assistance other than that which is
acceptable under the scheme of assessment.

I also agree to samples of the work being used to support professional development, online support and
training of both centre-assessors and Edexcel moderators.

Signed (candidate): Date:

Signed (teacher): Date:

Name of teacher:

Please submit this sheet to the moderator and enclose sampled work and stimuli used as required.
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I Controlled assessment authenticity record sheet — Writing

Edexcel GCSE in Urdu (2URO1)
GCSE (Short Course) in Urdu: Written Language (3UROW)

Language tested: Examination year:
Centre name: Centre number:
Candidate name: Candidate number:

Please provide information below relating to the written work submitted for marking. This must have been
carried out in two sessions of not more than one hour. Please indicate key references and sources that
students have consulted when preparing for these specific assessments. (A copy of any centre-devised
preparatory material must be attached if appropriate.)

Date work Titles
produced

Theme

Declaration of authentication

I declare that the above assessments have been carried out without assistance other than that which is
acceptable under the scheme of assessment.

I also agree to samples of the work being used to support professional development, online support and
training of Edexcel examiners and moderators.

Signed (candidate): Date:

Signed (teacher): Date:

Name of teacher:

Please submit a copy of this form to the examiner with the writing tasks undertaken in controlled conditions.
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