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Introduction

Questions for this paper are set in everyday contexts, addressing a range of relevant
contemporary and cultural themes. They are organised into five themes, each broken down
into topics and sub-topics. The five themes are: Identity and culture, Local area, Holiday and
travel, School, Future aspirations – Study and work, and International and Global Dimension.

The assessment tasks feature general content that is familiar and accessible to all
candidates. Candidates are required to produce responses of varying lengths and types to
express facts, ideas and opinions in Spanish. The length of each response required and
complexity of language increases across the paper. Recommended word counts are specified
for each question. Candidates will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than
recommended in the word count nor for going beyond the mandatory bullet points. All
questions are marked against the assessment criteria as published in the current
specification. The instructions to candidates are all in Spanish. The use of dictionaries is not
permitted.

The examination for paper 4H is 1 hour and 20 minutes in length and carries 60 marks. The
paper consists of two open response questions and one translation from English into
Spanish. Candidates are required to answer all questions. Question 1 has two options, from
which candidates have to select one. This question assesses candidates on their ability to
convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest, or convince the reader about a
certain point. Candidates must use the informal register. This question is common to the
Foundation tier. Question 2 has two options, from which candidates have to select one. This
question assesses candidates on their ability to convey information, narrate, express and
justify ideas and opinions, and interest or convince the reader. Candidates must use the
formal register. Finally, question 3 is the translation question. Candidates are required to
translate a short paragraph from English into Spanish. The individual sentences are ordered
by increasing level of difficulty.
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Question 1 (a)

Q01(a) requires candidates to write a letter to a friend about work and languages. They have
to address the four bullet points and produce between 80-90 words in Spanish.
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This candidate has written 157 words in Spanish. All words written by
the candidate are considered and assessed even though the response
is much longer than the recommended word count.

This response receives 9 marks for Communication and Content. The
candidate has written information which can be considered relevant to
the four bullet points, although the third bullet point is not successful
as does not contain a fully communicating past tense verb or time
frame. The fourth bullet point has an issue with clarity due to some of
the verbs. It is important to note that some of the errors are repeated
eg trabajá for trabajé. This is considered as one error. The candidate
develops some key points and ideas. There is a variety of mainly
common, familiar language with the occasional example of uncommon
language eg te permite, de vez en cuando, hace dos años, extranjero, un
buen trabajo. The register and style are appropriate.

This response receives 6 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and
Accuracy. The candidate produces some extended sentences which
are linked with conjunctions such as y, porque, and tambien. The
language is frequently accurate (if the repeated errors are counted
once) and the references to present and future events are mostly
successful. There is occasional ambiguity and sometimes errors occur
that hinder clarity of communication eg hace dos años trabajá en una
tienda pequena y sucia, me gusta ayudé niños aprender nuevas cosas.

15 marks.
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This candidate has written 87 words in Spanish which is within the
recommended word count.

This response receives 9 marks for Communication and Content, the
maximum mark that can be awarded. The candidate has written
information relevant to three of the four bullet points. The final bullet
point about where the candidate would like to work in the future is not
covered. The candidate expands and develops some key points and
ideas. There is a variety of language with some examples of creative,
uncommon language eg es flipante, ya que, diría que, es esencial, te
permite mejorar tus perspectivas laborales, nos llevamos genial, si tuviera
… viviría, me mola. The register and style are appropriate.

This response receives 8 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and
Accuracy. The candidate produces extended sentences frequently,
which are well linked together using conjunctions such as pero, ya que,
y, dado que, no obstante and tambien. There are successful references
to past, present and future events. The level of accuracy in this
response is very good overall with occasional minor slips in spelling eg
cociniera and por que (porque).

17 marks.

Double check the bullet points to make sure that they have been
addressed correctly. They are compulsory. In the rubric is says Debes
mencionar los siguientes puntos – You must mention the following
points.
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Question 1 (b)

Q01(b) required candidates to write a letter to a friend about their free time. They have to
address the four bullet points and produce between 80-90 words in Spanish.
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This candidate has written 109 words in Spanish. All words written by
the candidate are considered and assessed even though the response
is slightly longer than the recommended word count.

This response receives 8 marks for Communication and Content. The
candidate has written information which could be considered relevant
to the four bullet points. However, there is a lack of clarity in the
second and fourth bullet points. The candidate develops some key
points and ideas. There is a variety of mainly common, familiar
language with the occasional example of uncommon language eg si
puidiera (sic), me gustaría visitar …, lo mejor, es un poco aburrido a veces.
The register and style are appropriate.

This response receives 6 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and
Accuracy. The candidate produces some extended sentences which
are linked with conjunctions such as pero, y, porque and aunque. The
language is frequently accurate with a lot of the errors being minor
errors with spelling and the references to present, past and future
events are mostly successful. There is occasional ambiguity and
sometimes errors occur that hinder clarity of communication eg creo
que la importancia de tener tiempo libre, prefiero a hacer jugar a la
baloncesto en casa.

14 marks.
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This candidate has written 88 words in Spanish which is within the
recommended word count.

This response receives 12 marks for Communication and Content.
The candidate has written information relevant to all four bullet points.
The final bullet point is briefly covered. The mark scheme states that
there is no requirement for even coverage of the bullet points in any
mark band. To access marks in the top band candidates must refer to
all bullet points and meet the other assessment criteria in the top
band. There is a little development to the final bullet point and the
candidate expresses convincing personal opinions. The candidate
expands the key points and ideas. There is a variety of language used
to express ideas and opinions, with some examples of uncommon
language eg dibujar, me interesan, te deja respirar y relajarte un poco,
porque así no harías nada, tuvo mucha acción, nos encantó, hacía mucha
calor. The register and style are appropriate.

This response receives 8 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and
Accuracy. The candidate produces extended sentences frequently,
which are linked using por ejemplo, ademas, que, y, porque, aunque, and
también. The language is accurate and includes successful references
to past, present and future events.

20 marks.
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Question 2 (a)

Q02(a) requires candidates to write an article about the life of a secondary school student.
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This candidate has written 207 words in Spanish. All words written by
the candidate are considered and assessed even though the response
is considerably longer than the recommended word count.

This response receives 12 marks for Communication and Content.
The candidate has written detailed information relevant to all four
bullet points. Where candidates wrote about what they would do to
change the life of students in the future, this was considered an
acceptable interpretation of the final bullet point. Generally, the
candidate has developed their points and ideas effectively. There are
occasional lapses in clarity eg, cuando tenga diez años no repasé…, los
estudiantes pueden disfrutar la vida. The candidate adapts the language
they have used to narrate, inform, interest and convince the reader of
their ideas and points of view quite well. There is a good variety of
vocabulary and expression, with frequent examples of uncommon
language eg a mi juicio, limitan la individualidad, da una imagen positive,
acostumbro salir, si fuera ..cambiaría.... The register and style are
appropriate.

This response receives 10 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and
Accuracy. The response is fluent with extended, well linked sentences
using a variety of structures eg dado que, ya que, porque and pero.
There is a good variety of tenses and time frames used with some slips
in accuracy eg the use of estar instead of ser in places. The language is
consistently accurate and includes mainly successful references to
past, present and future events.

22 marks.
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This candidate has written 162 words in Spanish. All words written by
the candidate are considered and assessed even though the response
is slightly longer than the recommended word count.

This response receives 7 marks for Communication and Content. The
candidate has written some detailed information relevant to the four
bullet points, although there is some lack of clarity related to the final
bullet point when writing about how life will change for students in the
future. The candidate adapts language to narrate, inform, interest and
convince the reader of their ideas and points of view. There is some
variety of language and expression with some examples of uncommon
language eg un montón de, no tenía mucho tiempo para relajarme, para
comunicar con…

This response receives 5 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and
Accuracy. There is some variety of grammatical structures. There are
some prolonged sequences of fluent writing mainly within the first and
third bullet points with some extended linked sentences using eg
porque, pero and tambien. The language is frequently accurate and
includes successful references to past, present and future events.
Errors occur that occasionally hinder clarity of the communication eg el
fin de semana pasado …me dan…, no se practica eso, estamos uniquos,
estamos un generation que usan la technología….

12 marks.
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Question 2 (b)

Q02(b) requires candidates to write an article about the importance of holidays.
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This candidate has written close to 300 words in Spanish. All words
written by the candidate are considered and assessed even though the
response is much longer than the recommended word count.

This response receives 14 marks for Communication and Content.
The candidate has written detailed information relevant to all four
bullet points. Where candidates wrote about future holidays personal
to themselves this was considered an acceptable interpretation of the
final bullet point. The candidate develops their points and ideas
effectively. They adapt the language they use to narrate, inform,
interest and convince the reader of their ideas and points of view.
There is a wide variety of vocabulary and expression with many
examples of uncommon language eg lo peor era que perdí …, casí me
hizo llorar, yo encuentro que prefiero, si pudiera …me gustaría…, mi sueño
sería …, cuando sea mucho mayor ... The register and style are
appropriate.

This response receives 11 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and
Accuracy. The response is fluent with extended, well linked sentences
using a variety of structures eg porque, pero, sin embargo and también.
The language is consistently accurate and includes consistently
successful references to past, present and future events. Any errors do
not hinder the clarity of the communication although there is a slip
with encontrarlo en mi chaqueta.

25 marks.
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This candidate has written 153 words in Spanish. All words written by
the candidate are considered and assessed even though the response
is slightly longer than the recommended word count.

This response receives 4 marks for Communication and Content. The
candidate has written occasionally detailed information relevant to the
four bullet points, although there is a lack of clarity throughout the
response. The candidate is occasionally effective when adapting
language to narrate, inform, interest and convince the reader of their
ideas and points of view. There is some variety of language and
expression with occasional examples of uncommon language eg
habilidades sociales, experiencia fenomenal.

This response receives 3 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and
Accuracy. There is a variety of mainly straightforward grammatical
structures. There are occasional sequences of fluent writing and some
extended linked sentences using eg y, porque, duespues (sic) and ya que.
Straightforward language is sometimes accurate, but there are
successful references to past, present and future events. Errors occur
that sometimes hinder clarity of the communication eg se permitte
probar nuevos tipicos y experiencia nueva cultures, mi madre nadabas el
mar, mi hermanos juegaban baloncesto.

7 marks.
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Question 3

Question 3 requires candidates to translate a short passage of four sentences from English
into Spanish. The passage is based around the topic of music events.

The meaning of the passage is mostly communicated. Occasional
words are omitted (pronto) and incorrectly communicated, cosas for
hobbies, veimos for we saw is ambiguous and musicante for singer.
Language and structures are mostly accurate. The errors occasionally
hinder clarity of the communication or prevent meaning being
conveyed.

8 marks.
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The meaning of the passage is partially communicated, some words
and phrases are omitted or incorrectly communicated eg escucho, ví
for we saw, mi for our, feliz for excited, tiempo pequeño for soon, fiesta
for festival, el primero tiempo for the first time. The candidate has used
accurate language and structures in some phrases and sentences, but
some errors prevent meaning being conveyed.

6 marks.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Read every question on the exam paper before you begin to write your answers.
Look very carefully at the whole question, including the rubric, to make sure that you
understand fully what you are being asked to do.
Look for key words in the bullet points because these will help you to answer each of the
bullet points correctly.
Use vocabulary and language structures that you have learned, which are related to the
topic about which you are writing.
Answer each of the bullet points in order, using a new paragraph for each one.
Leave enough time to check your work carefully at the end of the exam.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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