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Introduction

Paper 1CH is the first of two Chemistry papers in the suite of six papers for Combined
Science. The six questions in this paper are six of the ten questions in GCSE Chemistry Higher
Tier Paper 1. The first two questions in this paper are also found towards the end of the
equivalent Foundation Tier papers. There was no advanced information this session. Overall,
candidates that did well this series attempted all the questions on this paper. They had a
good understanding of the core practicals in the specification and were able to explain why
specific parts of the method are carried out. They were able to apply their knowledge to
unfamiliar situations and clearly explain themselves in their responses using the correct
scientific language.
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Question 1 (a)

The first question on the paper was based on a practical where calcium hydroxide was added
to dilute hydrochloric acid. Candidates were asked what should be done after step 2 of the
method given to make sure that any reaction is complete. A good proportion of candidates
realised that the mixture should be mixed or stirred to gain the mark. Unfortunately, many
candidates did not read the question carefully and thought that the calcium hydroxide
should be left in excess, not appreciating that the steps 2 and 3 were repeated until the pH
stops changing. Common incorrect answers that were not accepted were to wait for a set
period of time or to add universal indicator.

A common answer that did not gain credit.
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Mix or stir the solution gained the mark.
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Question 1 (b)

In question 1(b), a good proportion of candidates were able to give the products of the
reaction between calcium hydroxide and hydrochloric acid as calcium chloride and water.

In some cases, candidates gave a more generic answer and stated salt and water, therefore
scoring just one of the two marks available for water.

It was pleasing to see that of those that knew calcium chloride was the product, only a small
proportion lost the mark for stating calcium chlorine rather than calcium chloride.

This generic answer scored 1 mark for water.

A common error was to give hydrogen as a product rather than water.
This answer therefore scored just 1 mark for calcium chloride.
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A good answer that scored both marks.

7 GCSE Combined Science 1SC0 1CH



Question 1 (d)(i)

The vast majority of candidates were able to read from the graph to give the pH of the acid at
the start of the experiment.

Question 1 (d)(ii)

Despite the reading for the mass of calcium hydroxide being directly on a grid line, a
noticeable percentage of candidates gave values other than 0.74 and so lost the mark.
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Question 1 (d)(iii)

Candidates found explaining why the pH starts a low value and ends at a higher value
moderately challenging with a small percentage gaining the full three marks available.

Those that did score the full three marks gave a comprehensive explanation that linked the
rise to an increase in hydroxide ions. Many candidates scored for giving the allowable
response that calcium hydroxide is an alkali.

Many candidates repeated the stem of the question in their answer,
which gains no credit. This example did score credit for stating that the
acid has a pH of 1. There is no mention of neutralisation in the answer
and adding the calcium hydroxide to acid alone was not considered
sufficient to score as there needed be some reference to the acid
reacting with the hydroxide or neutralisation for the second mark.

Candidates should be taught not to copy the stem of the question as
part of their answer as no credit will be awarded and it wastes time in
the exam and space for the rest of their answer.
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This is a good answer that gained the full three marks for stating that
there was a high concentration of H+ ions, that the solution was
neutralised and that after pH 7 there were more OH – ions.
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Question 2 (b)(i)

Question 2(b)(i) was generally well answered with many candidates scoring both marks for
predicting the observations of the reactions of magnesium and iron with dilute hydrochloric
acid.

Where candidates lost marks, it was often because they gave an incorrect observation for
magnesium, stating that it would explode or there would be sparks or a flame.

In other cases where marks were lost it was often as candidates commented on the reactivity
of the metal and did not give the observations.
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This example scored no marks. The inclusion of the incorrect
observation for magnesium meant that the first mark point would not
be scored. The observation of bubbles being formed at a steady rate
matches the description for the reaction with zinc which is a more
reactive metal and so no credit was awarded.
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A good example that scored both marks. Either the test tube feels hot
or vigorous bubbles would have scored for magnesium and the
reference to slight bubbling gains the mark as this comparative
description indicates less bubbling than the reaction with zinc.

Candidates should be taught to read the question carefully, possibly
highlighting or underlining key terms if it helps, to ensure they address
what is asked for in the stem of the question. In this case, observations
rather than stating if the metal is more or less reactive.
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Question 2 (b)(ii)

In question 2(b)(ii), candidates were asked to describe the test for hydrogen. In general,
candidates performed well in this question with the majority gaining both marks for stating
that a lit splint would cause a squeaky pop. Where candidates did not score, it was often
because they referred to a glowing splint rather than a lit splint or they simply referred to the
squeaky pop test rather than describing the test.

A good answer that gained both marks.

Use of a glowing splint gains no marks.
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Stating squeaky pop alone does not score.

When asked to describe a test, do not simply name the test. You
should give the reagent or method for the test and the expected
positive result of the test.
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Question 2 (b)(iii)

Candidates performed well in this question, with a good proportion scoring both marks for
balancing and adding the formula of hydrogen. Where candidates lost a mark, it was often as
they gave the formula of hydrogen as 2H rather than H2.

A good answer that scored both marks.
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A common answer that scored 1 mark for the balancing. 2H did not
score.

Candidates should be familiar with the formula of the common
compounds in the specification. They should also be familiar with the
formula of the diatomic elements.
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Question 2 (c)(i-ii)

Candidates performed well in these two questions about pH. A good proportion of
candidates understood that an acid of pH 1 would have a concentration of hydrogen ions ten
times greater than pH 2. The majority of those that scored the mark for part (i) often went on
to score the mark in part (ii) also for correctly predicting the mass of hydrogen gas produced
in the reaction with an acid of pH 1 as 0.05.

A common misconception in part (i) was that the concentration would be two times higher.
Where candidates stated an incorrect value for part (i), error carried forwards was allowed
and an answer of 0.01 scored the mark in part (ii)

In this example, the candidate scores the mark in part (i). In part (ii),
although the calculation is correct, the evaluation is incorrect and so
the mark is not awarded.
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A good answer that scored both marks.
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Question 3 (a)(i)

Candidates found writing the balanced equation for the reversible reaction challenging.

Candidates used the formula for ammonia given in the question, but often gave the formula
for hydrogen as 3H or H3. This meant two marks were lost as the balancing mark could only
be awarded if the formulae of all three molecules was correct.

A large proportion of candidates were able to pick up at least one mark for the equilibrium
sign which was marked independently.

This answer scored 1 mark only for the equilibrium sign.

Although the candidate has the formula for hydrogen and ammonia
correct, because the formula of nitrogen is incorrect the mark for the
formula and the mark for the balancing could not be awarded. 1 mark
was awarded for the equilibrium sign.
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A good answer that scored the full 3 marks available.
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Question 3 (a)(iii)

Candidates found stating the purpose of iron in the Haber process quite challenging. Just
under half of all candidates knew that it was there to act as a catalyst or to speed up the
reaction, with many giving ideas about rusting, neutralisation or stabilising the reaction.

A common answer that did not score.

Speed up the reaction or catalyst are both creditworthy responses and
the answer scored 1 mark.
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Question 3 (a)(iv)

Candidates found it challenging to explain how the position of equilibrium changes in the
reaction between nitrogen and hydrogen if the temperature increases, with few scoring full
marks.

Many candidates confused equilibrium conditions with Collison theory and rates of reaction,
stating that the equilibrium would decrease or would be achieved slower or that equilibrium
would not be achieved at all. This was often linked to collision of particles.

Where candidates did score, it was often for stating that the equilibrium moves to the
exothermic direction.

A common answer that scored no marks.
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A good example of a response that scored two marks.
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Question 3 (b)

Question 3(b) gave candidates an unfamiliar context and asked them to devise an
experiment to show how the position of equilibrium of the reaction is affected by
temperature.

Candidates were able to access the question well and many were able to describe a practical
procedure using the equipment given in the question to achieve two marks. A small
proportion also stated how they would know that the position of equilibrium had changed.
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A good answer, that scored 3 marks, that describes placing the glass
tube in cold conditions and then in hot conditions and describes
looking for the colour change in each condition.
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In this example response, the candidate has described how to put the
tube into hot and cold conditions. They have not, however, described
how they would know if the position of equilibrium has changed and
so scored 2 marks.
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Question 4 (b)(i)

Candidates found Question 4(b)(i) difficult. Whilst the majority were able interpret the data in
the table to state that as the current increases the mass increases, few were then able to give
an explanation for the trend. For the explanation, many just repeated part of the trend again
and stated that this was because more copper was formed, again some candidates tried to
explain in terms of rate of reaction and more collisions.

This response gained 1 mark for the trend.
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In this example, the candidate scored the full 3 marks for stating the
trend and then showing an understanding that the copper ions gain
electrons at a faster rate gaining the second and third marking points
in one.
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Question 4 (b)(ii)

Candidates also found describing how the mass of copper formed in an electrolysis
experiment difficult. Those that knew that the mass of the electrode should be measured
very rarely knew that the electrode should be dried first.

A common misconception was that the copper would collect at the bottom of the beaker and
so could therefore be filtered out.

Many candidates discussed scraping the copper off of the electrode. This scored no marks.

Filtering off the copper gained no marks. Although the candidate
states that the copper should be weighed, as there is no reference to
weighing the electrode this did not score.
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This response gained no marks. Whilst there is reference to measuring
the mass, unfortunately the candidate has stated to measure the mass
of the electrolytes rather than the electrode.

Candidates should take care with the use of key terms, especially in
subjects such as electrolysis where different terms which are very
similar refer to different aspects of the topic area or practical, for
example electrolysis, electrode, electrolyte and electrode.

Although the candidate refers to measuring the mass of the anode this
was still allowed and one mark awarded for measuring the mass
before and after.

32GCSE Combined Science 1SC0 1CH



A good answer that scored both marks.

Centres should ensure that candidates are carrying out core practicals
in class and candidates should ensure that they are familiar with the
methods and be able to explain, in terms of the chemistry, why
different steps in the methods are carried out.
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Question 4 (c)

Part (c) of question 4 asked candidate to calculate the number of copper atoms in 74mg of
copper. Few candidates released that they needed to convert the mg to g and so few gained
the full 3 marks.

A good proportion scored 2 marks for amount of copper and then multiplying by the
Avogadro constant.

Where candidates scored just 1 mark, it was often because they calculated the number of
moles then divided by the Avogadro constant rather than multiplying.

In this example, the candidate scored just 1 mark. They have not
converted mg to g so do not gain the first marking point.

With error carried forward, the second mark for finding the amount of
copper was awarded.

Unfortunately, the last mark could not be awarded, although the
candidate has correctly multiplied by Avogadro's constant and
evaluated it correctly, they have then given 7 on the answer line rather
than 7 x 1023 and so have given two contradicting answers.
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A good answer that scored all three marks.
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This example gained two marks. The candidate has missed the first
mark only for not converting the amount of copper.

In this example, the candidate scored 1 mark. They have not converted
the mass of copper to g and so did not gain the first marking point.
They then multiplied the mass by the relative atomic mass rather than
divided so did not gain the second marking point. With error carried
forward, the last mark was scored for multiplying their answer by the 
Avogadro constant to gain the last marking point.
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Question 5 (a)

Candidates found it hard to name the other product of the reaction between copper oxide
and dilute sulfuric acid with a small proportion of the cohort gaining the mark for water.

In some cases, candidates did not read the question carefully and either gave the product as
copper sulfate rather than the other product, water, or gave one of the reactants.

This example scored the mark.
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This example scored no marks as the candidate has given a reactant
rather than a product.

Take care that you read the question carefully and, if you have time,
check through your answer to check that your answer makes sense
with the question set.
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Question 5 (b)

In another practical scenario, candidates found it hard to explain how the student would
know when to stop adding copper oxide when making copper sulfate crystals with the
minority scoring full marks.

Many candidates thought that the reaction would produce a gas and so therefore stated that
they would stop adding the copper oxide when the fizzing stopped.

This example gained all three marks. The candidate has a clear
understanding of the practical stating that the copper oxide will stay at
the bottom of the beaker and explains that this is because all the
sulfuric acid has been used up because the copper oxide is in excess.
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A common answer that did not score was that the solution will no
longer turn pale blue.
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Some candidates stated that the copper oxide would no longer
‘dissolve’. This was allowed and one mark awarded.

Centres should ensure that candidates are carrying out core practicals
in class and candidates should ensure that they are familiar with the
methods and be able to explain, in terms of the chemistry, why
different steps in the methods are carried out.
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Question 5 (d)

Candidates were generally able to describe how the arrangement and movements of the
particles changes as crystals are formed from a solution. However, some candidates tended
to focus on the arrangement and movement of the particles in the solid but not the solution
therefore limiting their mark to two out of the three available marks. A noticeable number of
candidates went on to talk about evaporation and the arrangement and movement of
particles in a gas as well. This did not contradict any marks already awarded, but did mean
that time was lost on this part as it was not necessary to answer the question.

This good answer scored three marks. The candidate states that the
particles are arranged in a random order when in solution and that,
when the crystal forms, the particles are lattice or rows, either of which
could have scored, and they vibrate around a fixed point.
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Question 5 (e)

Candidates found it challenging to explain if the copper oxide had been oxidised or not with
very few scoring full marks. Candidates found it hard to comprehend that the copper would
be neither oxidised or reduced with many stating that the copper had been oxidised and had
lost electrons.

A number of candidates seemed to think that the fact that there is only one oxygen in CuO,
but four in CuSO4, indicated oxidation had occurred. In other cases, there seemed to be a
belief that the Cu2+ ion was only formed when the CuSO4 formed and hence electrons were
lost during the reaction. For those candidates scoring both marks the idea of no loss or gain
of electrons was given much more often than the idea that the charge or the copper ion had
not changed.

Many identified the OILRIG pneumonic; few were able to correctly apply it.

This answer scored no marks.
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This answer scored no marks.

A good answer that scored both marks.
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This example scored 1 mark. The candidate states that copper has not
been oxidised or reduced to gain the first mark. They go on to state
that the copper has not lost or gained oxygen – the question asks for
the explanation in terms of electrons and this was ignored. The
candidate then gives the definitions of reduction and oxidation in
terms of electrons, but doesn't actually state that copper has not lost
or gained electrons, so the second mark was not awarded.
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Question 5 (f)

In the last part of question 5, candidates were asked to calculate the mass of copper sulfate
that was dissolved in a solution. A good proportion were able to calculate this correctly.
Where candidates lost the mark, it was generally because they divided rather than multiplied
the concentration by the volume.

The candidate has divided the concentration by the volume rather
than multiply and so scored no marks.

The candidate has divided the volume by the concentration rather
than multiply and so scored no marks.
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A good answer which scored the mark.
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Question 6 (a)(i)

Candidates found it challenging to give the empirical formula of the molecule shown, with
many simply listing elements and giving the numbers of atoms present rather than giving
their answer as an empirical formula.

A good answer which gave the answer as an empirical formula to gain
the mark.
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Some candidates were clearly unsure what empirical formula meant
and added up the numbers rather than giving a formula, as in this
example which scored no marks.

It is important that candidates know the different types of formula that
they could be presented within an exam and what is meant by each.
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Symbols for elements were allowed in any order, as in this example
which scored the mark.
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Candidates who simply listed the elements and numbers present did
not score as this is not an empirical formula.
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Question 6 (a)(ii)

Candidates found it fairly straightforward to state which of the three substances were pure
or impure. Most candidates were then able to show an understanding that pure substances
have a fixed melting point and impure substances melt over a range of temperatures.

Some candidates had problems articulating this final point and it was often not clear if they
thought impure substances have multiple melting points as opposed to melting over a range.

In some cases, candidates were not clear with their justifications describing the melting
points as ‘accurate’ or ‘precise’, these terms were ignored.

Another common error was where candidates wrote correctly about ‘B’ and then in next
sentence wrote ‘A and B’ instead of ‘A and C’ – a clear example of rushing and not reading
their own answer.
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A good, well-presented answer, that scored the full 3 marks.
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Question 6 (b)

Part (b) of question 6 was generally well answered with a good proportion of candidates
being able to calculate the distance the spot of compound s moves as 0.528.

A common incorrect answer was 10.9, where candidates had divided the distance moved by
the solvent front by the Rf value. Candidates should have thought twice about this answer as
it is more than 1.

A good answer that scored both marks.
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The candidate has divided the Rf value by the distance the solvent
front had moved and so scored no marks.
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This answer scored no marks as they have divided the distance moved
by the solvent front by the Rf value.

Candidates should be aware that the Rf value must be less than one as
the spot cannot move further than the solvent.
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Question 6 (c)

The last question on the paper was a 6-mark question with a levels-based mark scheme.
Candidates were asked to explain the difference in boiling points of sodium chloride and
water and to choose a method to separate the sodium chloride solution into pure, dry
sodium chloride and pure water.

It was pleasing to see that the vast majority were able to access the question well and make a
good attempt at an answer.

When discussing the difference in boiling points, many candidates referred to NaCl having
stronger bonds than water or water having weaker covalent bonds than NaCl’s Ionic bonds.
However, the covalent bonding and intermolecular forces were frequently seen when
describing sodium chloride also.

The most successful candidates clearly linked the correct bond type to the energy needed to
break the correct bonds/forces.

The underlying principles behind the separation technique and the ability to articulate this
was an issue for many candidates. Candidates that knew that Distillation could be used to
separate the sodium chloride and water often lacked knowledge of the names of apparatus
used in the process.

Many candidates failed to address that both pure water and pure, dry sodium chloride were
wanted at the end of the process, so evaporation and crystallisation were often seen instead
of distillation.

In some cases, instead of separating the saltwater mixture, some candidates attempted to
separate the elements of sodium chloride and then hydrogen and oxygen from water.
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In this example response, the candidate has given a very good
explanation of the difference in boiling points between sodium
chloride and water.

However, they have not explained how you could separate a mixture of
the two and so cannot move into Level 3.
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In this example response, the candidate stated that the bonds in water
are covalent.

They go on to say that sodium chloride is high because it has strong
intermolecular forces of attraction and that it has a strong lattice
structure – the lattice part is true, and can be credited.

They state that they can be separated using crystallisation which is
incorrect and ignored.

The answer therefore scores 2 marks for two basic facts about the two
substances.
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In this example response, the candidate has given an explanation of
the boiling points of sodium chloride and water and how to separate
the two using distillation.

Full credit in Level 3 was awarded.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

Ensure that they are familiar with formula of common elements and compounds in the
specification and know which elements are diatomic.
Ensure that they are familiar with the core practicals in the specification.
Ensure that they are familiar with common laboratory equipment names and uses and
equipment specific to core practicals.
Try to use a methodological approach when asked for description of a practical or part of
an experiment.
Take care with key terms such as electrolysis, electrode, electrolyte and electrode.
Learn to use information from the stem of the question to inf orm answers.
When working through calculation questions, try to use a logical approach when setting
out working.
When calculations are required, ensure that working is shown so that intermediate marks
and error carried forward can be applied where necessary.

64GCSE Combined Science 1SC0 1CH



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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