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Introduction

Paper 1F is the first of the two papers for GCSE Chemistry at Foundation tier.

Six of the questions in this paper form one of the GCSE Combined Science Foundation tier
papers. The final questions in this paper are also found in the equivalent Higher tier papers
and the paper contains ten questions in total.

This paper is targeted at grades up to and including Grade 5, with no advance information
being provided this year. Ofqual rules stated that the grade boundaries should be set in
order to bring a return close to the standards seen in 2019.

Most candidates made a good attempt at the majority of questions on the paper with the
most able candidates showing a good range of chemistry and practical knowledge alongside
maths skills. Some candidates were not able to use scientific vocabulary to express their
answers clearly, and could not link ideas together to form an explanation.

It was also noted that the separate science questions performed less well than those that
also appeared on the Combined Science paper.
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Question 1 (a)(iii)

This question was about chromatography and required candidates to calculate an Rf value to
2 decimal places.

Overall, the question was well answered with most candidates scoring full marks. As the
equation was given in the question, then very few candidates performed the incorrect
calculation and where marks were lost, it was most commonly due to incorrect or no
rounding.

This is an example of a response that scored full marks.

The working out is clearly shown and the answer is correctly rounded
to two decimal places.
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This response was awarded 1 mark.

The calculation has been correctly evaluated to 3 decimal places,
rather than the 2 decimal places asked for in the question.
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This response scored 1 mark.

The final answer of 0.40 is to 2 decimal places, but the evaluation of
the calculation has been incorrectly rounded to this number.
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Question 1 (b)(i)

Many candidates scored a mark for this response by giving some variation of evaporation,
boiling or vapourisation. The most common incorrect answer was condensation.

Question 1 (b)(ii)

Again, this question was well answered by many candidates with most correctly reading 56°C
from the graph. The most common incorrect response was 55°C.

Question 1 (b)(iii)

This part of the question was not as well answered as the previous parts of the question, with
only about half of the candidates identifying point C on the graph as being this point. The
most common incorrect response was 8 minutes.

The fact that this was less well answered suggests that a lot of candidates don't fully
understand how to read and interpret graphs showing changes of state.

Question 1 (b)(iv)

Most candidates were able to correctly read the temperature at point D and subtract 25 to
get the correct answer. Where candidates did not score here, it was usually by simply stating
the temperature at 8 minutes – however a few incorrectly read the final temperature as 72°C.

7 GCSE Chemistry 1CH0 1F



Question 2 (a)

This question required candidates to describe the relationship shown by a graph, and it was
very well answered overall. Most candidates correctly stated that the higher the number of
carats, the higher the percentage of gold. Answers linking the purity of gold to its percentage
were also accepted, as were answers stating that there was a positive correlation between
the variables.

Responses that did not mention the percentage of gold at all, but linked the purity of gold to
the number of carats did not score.

This response scored a mark.
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This response gives a good answer to the question being asked, clearly
stating the relationship between the percentage of gold and the
number of carats.
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This response scored a mark.

Either sentence would have been awarded the mark, but the second
sentence shows a greater understanding of what the question is
asking by linking the variables rather than just describing the line on
the chart.

10GCSE Chemistry 1CH0 1F



This response did not score.

This type of response, linking the purity of gold to the number of
carats, was a common incorrect response. It does not answer the
question being asked as it does not consider the percentage of gold at
all.

11 GCSE Chemistry 1CH0 1F



Question 2 (b)

This question asked candidates to explain why alloys of gold are stronger than pure gold. It
was surprisingly poorly answered with only a very few candidates scoring full marks, and
many responses scoring no marks at all.

Where marks were scored, it was usually for the idea that atoms are in a regular
arrangement of rows or layers for a pure metal with better responses noting that the
disruption to the layers in the alloy prevented the easy movement of the atoms over each
other.

Many candidates looked at the diagram very literally and came to the conclusion that the
alloy contained more atoms than the pure metal and so would be stronger. Not many noted
the fact that the alloy contains different sized atoms (or that the pure gold doesn't).

Correct answers were awarded whether the argument related to the pure metal, the alloy or
both – as long as the points did not contradict each other.
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This is a rare example of a 3-mark response.

Although the response starts with the word 'they' rather than 'the
alloy', it becomes clear later in the response that the candidate is
referring to the alloy throughout.

The response gives a clear explanation including all of the marking
points: different sized atoms, irregular arrangement and the difficulty
for the atoms to slide over each other.
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This response scored 2 marks.

This response scored the first two marking points for noting the same
sized atoms and rows in the pure metal. The reverse argument for the
alloy is then given, but the candidate failed to mention the movement
of the atoms over each other in either the pure metal or the alloy, and
so did not get the third mark.
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This response scored 1 mark.

The mark is given for different sized atoms. If the response had linked
'random' to the arrangement of the atoms rather than the actual
atoms, then a second mark could have been awarded. The candidate
also seems to be confused by the meaning of malleable in this
response.
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This response did not score.

This response gives a literal description of the diagram, without
mentioning the different sized atoms. It states that the alloy has more
atoms and more tightly arranged.

There is no explanation at all.

The command word 'explain' requires more than a description of any
information that has been given in the question.
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Question 2 (c)

This question was surprisingly poorly answered. Many candidates seemed to assume that
this was a comparison of the alloy to pure gold rather than explaining actual properties of
the alloy. This led to the frequently seen response of alloys being cheaper than pure gold.
Some candidates gave the response of alloys being stronger, indicating that they hadn't read
the question properly.

The most common scoring points were related to either malleability or the appearance of
gold, but many did not then go on to explain why these are useful properties. A significant
number of candidates also attempted to explain that gold is unreactive, but described this in
terms of rusting which is not creditworthy. Some candidates were also confused between the
words 'corrosion' and 'corrosive' in their answers.

Some responses did not give properties of gold that were useful in relation to jewellery and
discussed conductivity of heat and electricity.

This response scored 2 marks.

The most able candidates gave a suitable property and then linked this
back to why this is good for jewellery.

Questions that start with the word 'explain' always have at least two
parts to the answer.
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This answer scored 2 marks.

Many candidates found it challenging to link the fact that gold is
unreactive to why this would be suitable for jewellery. This response
gives two correct reasons relating both to the metal itself and any
potential reactions with the body.

'Corrosion' and 'corrosive' have different meanings.
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This response did not score.

This response has not answered the question asked, but compared the
properties of gold with gold alloys.

Cost arguments are not usually creditworthy answers.
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This response did not score.

A number of candidates gave responses referring to properties of
metals that are not relevant to the use of gold alloys in jewellery.

Make sure that the properties discussed are relevant to the stated use
of the material.
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Question 3 (b)(i)

This question was about electrolysis and labelling a diagram.

Most candidates scored at least one mark for this question, for correctly identifying the
electrolyte.

Where candidates did not score both marks, it was usually due to the anode and cathode
being labelled the wrong way round.

Question 3 (b)(ii)

This question required candidates to identify the products of electrolysis.

The majority of candidates scored at least 1 mark for this question, and many correctly
identified both products correctly to gain 2 marks. It was a common error to see hydrogen
given as the gas product, but there were a notable number of responses that gave carbon as
a gas product and hydrogen as the solid product.
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Question 3 (b)(iii)

Questions that ask about the conductivity of ionic compounds are frequently asked in exams
and are usually poorly answered. This question was no exception and most candidates
scored no marks.

There is a common misconception that in order to conduct electricity that there needs to be
a flow of electrons, and this was regularly seen in the responses to this question. A lot of
responses also simply repeated the question stem, or variations of it.

Where marks were scored, it was usually due to candidates correctly identifying that no
current flows through the solid. It was very unusual to see mention of ions at all.

This response scored 0 marks.

Responses like this were common and indicated that candidates were
unfamiliar with the idea of what an electrolyte is.
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This response scored 0 marks.

Answers referring to the movement of electrons were also common.

In electrolysis, the current is due to the movement of ions in the
electrolyte.
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There were a number of ways that a single mark could be scored including the fact that the
solid does not conduct electricity, the ions are in a fixed position or that the copper chloride
needed to be dissolved.

This example referred to the fact that the ions are in a fixed position in
solids.
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This response scored 2 marks.

A very rare example of a 2-mark response that linked conductivity to
the movement of the ions.

This candidate has demonstrated a clear understanding of what an
electrolyte is and how electrolysis works.
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Question 4 (b)

A majority of candidates were able to correctly calculate the relative formula mass of iron (III)
chloride, showing that they were able to interpret a chemical formula and then carry out the
calculation correctly.

Where candidates did not score marks, this was often down to multiplying numbers together
rather than adding them.

An example of a fully correct response.

The candidate has clearly shown and explained their calculation.
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This response scored 1 mark.

There were very few 1-mark responses, but some candidates were not
able to interpret the chemical formula and simply added the two
numbers together.
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Question 4 (c)(i)

Surprisingly few candidates were able to identify carbon as the only non-metal in the table,
with nickel and chromium being common incorrect responses to this question.

Candidates should be encouraged to refer to the Periodic Table on the back of the paper to
help them determine whether elements are metals or non-metals.

Question 4 (c)(ii)

This question was marginally better answered than the previous item, even though it
required interpretation of the data rather than just extracting data from the table.

A greater number of candidates recognised that there was a larger quantity of chromium in
stainless steel, although a significant minority gave the answer of iron here.
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Question 4 (c)(iii)

This question required candidates to explain a method to prevent rusting and was not very
well answered overall.

Many candidates were able to give a method of preventing rusting, but only a few could go
on to explain how rusting would be prevented using their method. Paint and oil were the
most common answers given, with only a few candidates suggesting galvanising or sacrificial
protection as an option.

Some responses suggested simply keeping items covered or dry, but this is not practical for
items that are to be used. These responses were also often not clear enough to score the
second marking point about excluding oxygen or water, but indicated some knowledge as to
what causes rusting.

This response scored 0 marks.

Some candidates used information from the previous part of the
question and gave the answer of treating the steel with acid. However,
this is not a method of preventing corrosion but a method of removing
rust once it has formed.

Generic responses about covering the steel or putting it somewhere
where it wouldn't get wet were not detailed enough to score any
marks.
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This response scored a mark for stating a way that corrosion could be
prevented, but did not go on to explain that this would prevent the
steel reacting with oxygen or water.

The candidate gives two specific materials to cover the steel with, and
then goes on to state that it will prevent both oxygen and water from
reacting with the steel.

This is a good response that gives more than enough detail to score
both of the marks.

30GCSE Chemistry 1CH0 1F



A more uncommon example of a fully correct answer.

The candidate has stated that a more reactive metal will corrode first
and then gives a correct example of magnesium as a more reactive
metal.
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Question 4 (d)

This question required candidates to give detail of a simple experiment to determine which
steel would corrode most quickly.

Most candidates had a good attempt at this question with the vast majority scoring 1 or 2
marks for putting the nails into water and waiting for a period of time. Only a few candidates
scored the third mark, which required them to state how they would know which nail had
corroded more quickly. Many simply repeated the stem of the question by suggesting 'see
which corrodes faster'. In order to score the third mark, candidates were required to give a
comparison of the nails – either which showed signs of corrosion first, or the one that had
corroded the most after a period of time.

Candidates did not score the first mark if they introduced additional variables to the
experiment such as adding acid to one tube or covering the surface of one tube with oil.

This response scored 1 mark.

This response lost the first mark because the candidate has introduced
another variable by covering one nail in nail polish, but does score a
mark for leaving the nails in water for a period of time. Although 'a
couple minutes' is not actually long enough for corrosion to happen,
the mark has been awarded for the idea of leaving the nails for a
period of time.
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Most candidates scored 1 mark for adding the nails to water. This
response does not mention waiting for any amount of time, or seeing
which nail corrodes first and so does not score any more marks.
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This response scored 2 marks.

This is an example of the most common response that was seen. The
candidate has correctly stated to add the nails to the water and leave
them for a (long) period of time.

The third mark was not awarded because the candidate has repeated
information about seeing which nail corrodes more quickly.

Be careful not to simply repeat the information from the question in
your answer.
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This response scored 3 marks.

This response scored full marks for a clear and concise method. In this
case, the candidate explains how they will know which nail corrodes
most quickly by looking for the one that corrodes first.
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This response states to add the nails to water and leave for a fixed
period of time (24 hours).

It then clearly states that one nail will corrode more than the other and
so scores full marks.
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Question 5 (a)(i)

Quite often, word equations will name some or all of the products and reactants in the
question, as was the case for this question. Most candidates scored the mark for this
question.
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Question 5 (b)(i)

The selection of appropriate equipment for use in practical work is an essential skill and it is
commonly asked about. However, a large number of candidates are still unable to identify
appropriate laboratory equipment. Whilst the majority of candidates correctly stated that a
measuring cylinder, burette or pipette would work here there are still lots of measuring jugs,
rulers and thermometers being suggested.
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Question 5 (b)(ii)

This question required candidates to calculate the mean of three numbers and was well
answered overall with most responses scoring both marks.

While it was clear that candidates knew how to calculate the mean of the numbers, there
were sometimes errors in calculations that led to marks being lost.

This response scored 1 mark for correctly adding the three values
together and obtaining the answer of 7.5.

The candidate then multiplied this answer by 3 rather than dividing
and so the second mark could not be awarded.
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The incorrect answer of 5.7 (or 5.9) to the correct sum was a commonly
seen mistake.

These numbers are obtained by putting the sum into a calculator as it
has been written and without considering BIDMAS rules, so could
score only 1 mark maximum.

Remember that calculators follow BIDMAS rules, and double check the
answers to calculations.
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This response clearly shows the calculation along with working out,
and the answer is correct.

Remember to show working out for calculations.
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Question 5 (b)(iii)

This question asked for a method for obtaining a pure, dry precipitate from a mixture.

Many candidates gave the method for crystallisation by simply heating the mixture until
some, or all, of the solution evaporated. Whilst this would obtain an impure sample of the
precipitate for this reaction, many other precipitates would decompose under heating with a
Bunsen burner.

Of those candidates that identified the correct method (filtration), very few mentioned
washing the precipitate before drying, or that the precipitate would be left behind in the filter
paper. Sometimes responses suggested that the filtrate should be left to dry, suggesting a
lack of understanding about what a precipitate is.

Only a very few responses scored all three marks for this question.

Responses that indicated crystallisation or simply heating the solution
scored a maximum of 1 mark. However, this type of response was
commonly seen.

Make sure you are familiar with different separating techniques for
different types of mixture.
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This response scored 2 marks.

The candidate has identified the correct method for obtaining the
precipitate and then stated that the precipitate would be left behind in
the filter paper.

3-mark responses were rarely seen, but this response gives a concise
description of all of the steps required for obtaining the pure, dry
precipitate.
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Question 5 (b)(iv)

Questions relating to practical work remain challenging, with about half of the candidates
correctly identifying a control variable. The most common correct answer was the same
volume or amount of potassium carbonate, while the most common incorrect answer was
the volume of calcium nitrate. As this was identified in the question as the independent
variable, this suggests that a significant number of candidates are not familiar with different
types of variable.

Unfortunately, this response could not score as it did not state which
volume needed to be the same.

The question states that the volume of calcium nitrate is to be changed
and therefore it cannot be a control variable.
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This was the most commonly seen correct response.
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Question 6 (a)(i)

This question required candidates to state a property of magnesium and proved more
challenging than expected for some candidates, with less than half of the responses scoring.

The most common correct responses were shiny or malleable, whilst common incorrect
responses included solid, hard and dense.

Reactivity is a chemical property and so this response did not score.

The most common correct response.
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Some candidates gave responses such as strong or dense, which are
not relevant to magnesium.

This response also states solid which is not creditworthy as
magnesium can be melted.

Do not give lists of possible answers.
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Question 6 (b)(i)

Most candidates were successfully able to complete the electron configuration for
magnesium, having been given the first part of it in the question.
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Question 6 (b)(ii)

This question asked candidates to link the electron configuration of chlorine to its period in
the periodic table, and it was very poorly answered. The vast majority of responses made the
link between electron configuration and group, suggesting that candidates are unaware of
the differences between periods and groups, or are not reading the question properly.

The responses that correctly identified period 3 usually went on to score both marks.

This response scored 0 marks.

An example of the most commonly seen response. Whilst the
information in the response is correct, it does not answer the question
that was asked.

Make sure you know the difference between groups and periods in the
periodic table.
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This response scored 1 mark.

This response almost scored full marks, but lost a mark for mentioning
that chlorine has three outer shells, rather than three shells altogether.

There is only one outer shell on any atom.
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This response scored 2 marks.

This response scored both marks for stating that chlorine is in period 3
and then linking this to the number of electron shells.
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Question 6 (c)

Empirical formula questions appear regularly, but are usually poorly answered. Fewer than
half of the candidates scored any marks on this question.

Where marks were scored, it was disappointing to see that candidates were carrying out the
calculation correctly but then not giving any formula at the end and so not being able to
score full marks.
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This response scored 1 mark.

Although the candidate has carried out the correct calculation at the
beginning, the final ratio given on the answer line is different to that
which was calculated.

This response would have scored another mark had the incorrect ratio
then been expressed as a chemical formula.

Make sure the final answer is a chemical formula rather than a ratio.
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This response scored 2 marks.

One common error is that the initial division is done upside down. This
initial error is then carried through the rest of the calculation correctly
and so the rest of the marks are awarded.
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A fully correct response, clearly laid out, with all working shown and a
correct formula on the answer line.
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Question 6 (d)

This question required candidates to describe differences between ionic and covalent bonds.
Most candidates managed to score some marks here, but it was rare to see any more than 2
marks awarded and very few candidates scored all of the marks.

Responses were often poorly expressed, referring to the differences between ionic and
covalent compounds, or were contradictory mentioning both sharing and exchange of
electrons for one type of bond.

For the higher scoring responses, it was much more common to see covalent bonds correctly
defined as a shared pair of electrons rather than an ionic bond defined as an electrostatic
force between oppositely charged ions.
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Responses like this, containing contradictory information, were quite
common. The response mentions both sharing of electrons and
electron transfer for ionic bonds, and so no marks could be awarded. A
mark has been awarded for the mention of covalent bonds being
shared electrons without any contradiction.
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Many responses scored 2 marks for correctly describing the formation
of ionic and covalent bonds, but then did not score further as there
was not enough detail about the actual bond given in the responses.
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This response scored 3 marks.

Where responses scored more than 2 marks, it was most common to
see that covalent bonds are shared pairs of electrons.
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This response scored 4 marks.

It was very rare to see 4-mark responses and this is an example of a
good response to the question being asked. The candidate clearly
defines both an ionic and a covalent bond in the first two sentences,
and this alone is worth 4 marks.

61 GCSE Chemistry 1CH0 1F



Question 7 (a)(i)

This question asked about elements commonly used in fertilisers and required the use of
information from a table. It was expected that candidates would select phosphorus as the
correct answer to the question but only a very small minority did so. The most commonly
seen response was phosphorus oxide – copied directly from the table.

This indicates that most candidates did not know the difference between an element and a
compound.
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Question 7 (a)(iii)

A surprising number of candidates were unaware that fertilisers are used to increase plant
growth and therefore crop yield. Fewer than half of candidates scored this mark, with many
suggesting that fertilisers are used as some sort of pesticide.

Candidates commonly seemed to think that fertilisers are used as a
form of pest control.

This response correctly identifies that fertilisers aid with crop growth.
However, this correct response is negated by the rest of the sentence
about keeping insects away and so this candidate scored 0 here.
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This response shows almost all of the creditworthy points and is not
negated by any incorrect points, therefore the mark is awarded.
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Question 7 (b)(i)

The word equation for the reaction between ammonia solution and sulfuric acid was well
answered overall. Most candidates scored at least 1 mark, and many scored 2 marks.

Where errors were made, it was usually due to mixing up ammonia and ammonium or
adding extra products into the equation such as water, oxygen or carbon dioxide.

This response scored 1 mark.

The candidate has correctly named both of the reactants before the
arrow and so scores 1 mark here. However, hydrogen has been
incorrectly added as an additional product of the reaction, and the
other product has been incorrectly named as ammonia sulfate.
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This response scored 1 mark.

The candidate has correctly identified the product and written this
after the reaction arrow. However, they have incorrectly named one of
the reactants as ammonium.

Ammonia and ammonium are not the same thing.

This is an example of a fully correct response, scoring 2 marks.
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Question 7 (b)(ii)

The responses given here suggested that many candidates were unaware of the differences
between the two methods of making ammonium sulfate, and although most candidates
attempted this question, only about half scored the mark.

The most common correct response was related to how long the processes took, which was
an accepted answer as this linked to the desired response of the smaller quantities made in
the laboratory.

Arguments relating to the cost of processes are common, and rarely
creditworthy. This response did not score.

A significant number of incorrect responses seemed to suggest that
ammonium sulfate made in the laboratory would be in some way
more harmful than that made industrially.
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This is an example of a fully correct response – that the laboratory
method makes small quantities of ammonium sulfate compared to
methods used in industry.

68GCSE Chemistry 1CH0 1F



Question 7 (c)

The first of the 6-mark questions required candidates to describe how to obtain a sample of
pure ammonium sulfate crystals using titration. Candidates were required firstly to describe
how to carry out a titration and then the process of crystallisation.

There was a wide range of responses across the paper including a large proportion left
completely empty. Of those candidates that had attempted to answer the question, there
were a full range of responses from 0 to 6 marks. Lower scoring responses were those that
gave some basic, correct information about how to carry out a titration or a crystallisation.
Some basic information about both processes was enough to get into Level 2, while a
detailed description of one (only) of the processes scored at the top of this level. Level 3
responses required some description of both processes with a good level of detail for at least
one of them.

The majority of candidates were able to give some details about crystallisation that were
creditworthy and therefore scored some marks. Most candidates also attempted to describe
a titration, but there was far more variation in the quality of responses here. Some
candidates could not name the equipment or what it was used for, with a common
suggestion being that a volumetric pipette is used to add indicator to either an acid or an
alkali. Only the most able candidates were able to give a correct, detailed description of how
to carry out a titration including using a white tile, swirling the mixture or drop-by-drop
addition from the burette near the end point.

Titrations are neutralisation reactions that require a high level of accuracy and have many
steps to follow in order to obtain this level of accuracy. It was clear that candidates are not
able to recall these steps and why they are carried out. Rinsing the burette and pipette with
the chemicals to be used, filling the jet of the pipette and repeating the titration without
indicator were rarely or never seen.
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This is an example of a response that scored 1 mark, in this case for
adding an indicator to ammonia. There is nothing else creditworthy as
no titration is carried out, filtration is not required, and the
crystallisation is not using ammonium sulfate.
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This response scored 2 marks.

71 GCSE Chemistry 1CH0 1F



Information presented as a diagram (or table or bullet points) is always
considered, and there was enough detail in this response to get 2
marks. The candidate correctly shows sulfuric acid in the conical flask
with indicator added, and ammonia solution in the (incorrectly
labelled) burette, ready to be added to the sulfuric acid.

It was common to see incorrectly named equipment, including conical
flasks regularly identified as beakers.

Learn the names of the different pieces of equipment used in practical
work.
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This is an example of a Level 2 response.

The candidate describes how to carry out a titration with a good level
of detail including: named indicator with an almost correct colour
change, adding the ammonia drop by drop, using a white tile and
swirling the beaker. There are some issues with naming equipment
correctly, and a few details are missing but this is enough for the top of
Level 2.

Had the candidate given anything related to crystallisation in their
response then this would have been enough to get into Level 3.
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This candidate has given a detailed description of both titration and
crystallisation and scored 6 marks.
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Although the description of the titration is brief it includes a named
indicator, correctly named equipment and adding the ammonia to the
acid as well as detail about swirling the flask and repeating the titration
without indicator.

There is a good description of crystallisation, including evaporating half
of the water from the solution before leaving it to cool and crystallise.

There is enough detail in this response to score full marks.
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Question 8 (a)

This was the first of the overlap questions and was about the neutralisation of hydrochloric
acid with calcium hydroxide.

This question required candidates to know that the reactants should be mixed before the pH
of the mixture was measured and approximately half of the candidates correctly identified
this.

Common incorrect answers included adding the calcium hydroxide to excess, measuring pH
(even though this was the next step given) and timing how long the reaction took.

This response did not score. There were numerous different incorrect
or irrelevant suggestions.
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The candidate has suggested both stir and mix, but either on its own
would have been enough to score the mark.
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Question 8 (b)

This question required the identification of the products of neutralisation and completing the
word equation for the reaction, and proved to be a challenge for candidates at this level with
many responses scoring 0 marks.

Some candidates made a good attempt at the question and correctly identified one or both
of the products, however correct responses were sometimes negated by the inclusion of
additional products such as hydrogen or carbon dioxide. In some instances, candidates gave
the generic response of salt + water and therefore scored a mark for identifying water as a
product.

Naming salts was particularly challenging for candidates with variations including calcium
hydrochloride, calcium hydrochloric acid and calcium hydro-oxide.

This response scored 1 mark for correctly naming calcium chloride.
There is no mention of water, so the second mark is not awarded.

There were a number of incorrect attempts at naming calcium
chloride.
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This response scored 2 marks for correctly identifying both products
with no additional products.
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Question 8 (d)(i)

A large majority of candidates were able to correctly read the initial pH of 1 from the graph.

Question 8 (d)(ii)

This question did not perform as well as the previous one, even though it was another
question that required the reading of information from the same graph.

Many candidates rounded their answer down to 0.7 even though the correct response was
clearly marked at 0.74.
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Question 8 (d)(iii)

This question was very challenging for candidates and poorly answered overall, with most
scoring either 0 or 1 mark.

The question required an explanation of the shape of the curve in terms of neutralisation
and ions, however many candidates simply stated the changing pH values from the graph
rather than linking this to the reaction that was happening.

Most commonly a mark was awarded for correctly identifying that the pH at the beginning of
the solution was acidic. Only a few candidates mentioned that the reaction was a
neutralisation and it was very rare to see reference to H+ or OH- ions.

A significant number of candidates had the misconception that higher the pH, the more
acidic the solution was.

This response scored 0 marks.

It was common to see responses that described the change in pH
throughout the neutralisation rather than explaining why the pH
changed.
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Some responses suggested that increasing the pH also increased the
acidity of the solution.

This response scored 2 marks.

The candidate correctly identifies that the low pH at the beginning
indicates an acid, and also states that the calcium hydroxide is an
alkali. However, there is no mention of a reaction between the two so a
third mark could not be awarded.
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Responses that scored full marks usually looked like this. The low pH is
correctly linked to an acid, the calcium hydroxide is identified as
alkaline and the candidate also goes on to state that the alkali will
neutralise the acid and then continue to increase the pH after
neutralisation.

Acids have a pH below 7.
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A very rare example of an explanation in terms of the ions present
during the reaction. The candidate correctly identifies acids as a source
of H+ ions and having a low pH. Although poorly worded, the candidate
recognises that the reaction is a neutralisation and that there will be an
excess of OH- ions at the end.
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Question 8 (e)

This question asked candidates to name equipment that could be used to measure the pH of
a mixture. Most candidates attempted this and many scored the mark for identifying either a
pH meter or universal indicator.

The incorrect responses usually referred to just 'indicator' or gave the names of indicators
other than universal indicator. Candidates do not seem to recognise that indicators such as
phenolphthalein do not give a pH value, but simply identify whether a mixture is acidic or
alkaline. Some candidates stated that a pH scale should be used, but did not state that
universal indicator needed to be added in order to use the pH scale.

The only indicator that would give an indication of pH is universal
indicator. There are many other indicators that could be used that
would not give the pH of the mixture.

Blue litmus paper would only indicate if the mixture is acidic or not.
There would be no indication of pH.

Most indicators do not give the actual pH of a mixture.
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A pH scale is the chart used to convert the colour of universal indicator
into a pH value and would be of no use without adding universal
indicator to the mixture.

A pH meter will give a digital value for the pH of a mixture.

Universal indicator can be used alongside a pH scale to determine a
value for the pH of a mixture.
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Question 8 (f)

Most candidates were able to identify goggles or gloves as a suitable safety precaution when
working with corrosive or irritant chemicals.

Where candidates did not score the mark, it was usually because the precautions suggested
were generic lab safety rules, or the incorrect naming of goggles as glasses.

Responses such as lab coat, stand up, tie hair back and wear PPE are
not specific to these hazards and therefore did not score.

Safety glasses is a suitable alternative for goggles, but glasses alone
was not enough to score the mark.

Gloves also scored the mark as a suitable measure of avoiding skin
contact with calcium hydroxide.
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Question 9 (b)(i)

This question gave candidates part of the reactivity series of metals alongside observations
from the reactions of two metals with acids. Candidates were required to use these to predict
observations when two different metals were reacted with acid.

In order to score marks, the observations needed to be a comparison with the observations
given rather than a repeat of the original observations. Most candidates scored at least one
mark, with many scoring both marks for one correct observation for each metal. Where
marks were lost, it was usually because candidates gave additional, incorrect observations or
they stated that there would be no reaction between iron and acid.

Responses that didn't score often gave correct observations, but did
not go on to compare these with the other metals in order to give an
idea of reactivity.

In this case, the observation for magnesium is correct but not
compared to zinc. The observation for iron is incorrect.
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This response scored both marks and has given both correct
observations, although only one observation for each metal was
needed. The reactivity of magnesium is compared to that of zinc in
terms of both bubbles and temperature. Both statements are also
correct for iron, although many candidates suggested a cold test tube
for iron. This was ignored as it could have been an indication of no
temperature change rather than an endothermic reaction.
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Question 9 (b)(ii)

Questions asking how to test for different gases are asked regularly.

This question asked how to test for hydrogen gas and was attempted by most candidates.
Many could identify the 'squeaky pop' test, but did not always state how to carry out the test
and therefore did not score any marks.

Occasionally, candidates gave the test for oxygen or carbon dioxide.

Some candidates seemed to indicate that the pop sound came from
releasing their thumb or finger from the top of the test tube.

In order to score any marks, a flame of some description had to be
identified – usually a lit splint.

Describe what you need to carry out the test as well as what the result
of the test will be.
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This candidate has correctly identified the 'squeaky pop' test alongside
the question, which would not have been creditworthy on its own.

However, there is a good description of how to carry out the test as
well as the result that would be expected for hydrogen.
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Question 9 (b)(iii)

The most common score for this question was 1 mark, for correctly adding a 2 to balance the
equation. It was far less common to see the correct formula for hydrogen.

A good number of candidates recognised that there would be two hydrogen atoms, but only
some of these remembered that hydrogen is diatomic, therefore it was more common to see
the formula given as 2H rather than H2.
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Question 9 (c)

The second of the 6-mark questions required candidates to explain the most suitable
method for extracting metals, based on their position in the reactivity series.

More than half of candidates attempted to answer the question and the full range of marks
was seen across the responses. The most commonly awarded marks were in Level 2 –
candidates were often able to identify the correct methods of extracting the metals and then
link this to their reactivity, but many of the responses lacked enough detail for more marks.
In order to get into Level 3, candidates were required to state why the chosen method was
the most suitable one but very few responses discussed this. Lower scoring responses were
able to identify correct methods for one or two metals.

One commonly seen misconception was to assume that the most reactive metal would be
mined as a pure metal whilst unreactive metals would require electrolysis. Candidates
seemed to assume that if a metal was reactive then it would be too dangerous to do anything
other than mine the pure metal.

Some responses did not score because they simply discussed the different methods of
extracting metals, without linking these to the metals that were asked about in the question.
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This is an example of a Level 1 response.

There is some incorrect information about iron and aluminium, but the
candidate has identified a correct method of extraction for both gold
and silver and therefore scores 2 marks.

Being able to identify the correct method for all four metals was
enough to score 3 marks.
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This is an example of a Level 2 response that scored 4 marks.

The candidate correctly identified the correct method of extraction for
all four metals and linked this to their relative reactivity. The further
explanations linking extraction to danger are not relevant, but not
contradictory and are therefore ignored.
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This response scored full marks.

The candidate has correctly identified correct methods of extraction
for all four metals and then gone on to give detailed explanations for
each metal. The explanations show a good level of understanding and
explains why each method is chosen.
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Question 10 (a)

The final question on the paper covered a lot of the maths content of separate chemistry.
Candidates found this question about calculating atom economy particularly challenging and
there were a lot of responses that scored 0 marks.

Some candidates correctly calculated the total relative formula mass of the reactants and
scored a mark, but it was not uncommon to see candidates calculate the total formula mass
of both products and reactants and finish with a number twice as large as expected.

Many candidates were not able to go any further than this, and it was very rare to see a fully
correct calculation. There were some 3-mark answers that had lost the final rounding mark
and a very few 4-mark answers.
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This example has used the formula mass of both the products and the
reactants added together, but then carried on with the correct
calculation. The only error is due to the incorrect formula mass used
and, because the candidate has clearly shown their working out, this
response scored 3 marks.

Make sure that all working out is clearly shown – some marks may still
be awarded even with an incorrect final answer.
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This response has a completely correct calculation shown.

Unfortunately, the candidate has incorrectly rounded their answer and
the 2 significant figures here are not correct so the final mark could not
be awarded.
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This response scored 4 marks. All steps are clearly shown and
calculated correctly.

Practise past exam questions on calculations.
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Question 10 (c)(i)

Calculations on reacting masses remain challenging for candidates at this level. Many did not
attempt this question at all and less than a quarter of candidates scored any marks.

Those responses that did score a mark appeared to be sometimes down to chance rather
than knowledge, where candidates correctly divided numbers and then did no more.

Responses like this, that scored a single mark, were usually down to
correctly calculating the number of moles of sulfur trioxide in 400
tonnes.

One mark could also be scored for correctly calculating the mass ratio.

Although knowledge of moles is not required at Foundation level,
being able to calculate the number of moles is a good starting point for
multiple chemistry calculations.
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A correct calculation showing the calculation of the mass ratio.

A correct calculation using the number of moles.
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Question 10 (c)(ii)

This was the best answered of the three calculation questions – calculating the percentage
yield in a reaction. About half of the responses scored full marks here, with a few more
scoring 1 mark.

A number of candidates calculated answers that were over 100% and did not consider the
fact that the yield of a reaction cannot be over 100%.

This response scored 1 mark for clearly showing working out and was
credited for calculating a percentage from the candidate's fraction.

Here, the candidate has carried out the division upside down and
obtained a yield of 104%.
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The correct calculation has been done, but the candidate has not
multiplied their answer by 100 to convert it to a percentage – so only 1
mark scored.
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This response has incorrectly calculated the percentage of reactants
that do not become products.

However, the working out shown, as well as the answer, meant that
this response could still score a mark.

This is an example of a fully correct response.
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Question 10 (c)(iii)

The final question on the paper was badly answered overall, and showed that many
candidates do not understand what theoretical yield and actual yield are in chemistry. There
are a number of misconceptions including that theoretical yield is just a rough guess, and
that actual yield is more accurate. There is also some confusion between unwanted side
reactions and waste products of the reaction.

Only the most able candidates were able to state some correct reasons why the actual yield
would be less than 100%.

This response did not score.

A significant number of responses showed a lack of understanding as
to why the yield would be less than 100%, simply quoting numbers
from the question or pointing out that actual yield is lower than
theoretical yield.
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The first part of this answer is not creditworthy.

Answers referring to the loss of reactants or products were
creditworthy, and the second part of the answer was assumed to be
referring to some of the chemicals. Answers referring to spillages were
not creditworthy.

This response scored 2 marks.

Unwanted reactions were often confused with waste products in
candidate responses.
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The most common 2-mark responses covered the marking points
about incomplete reactions and loss of either reactants or products.

A number of candidates were confused between reactants and
products and gave answers stating that the products had not finished
reacting. These responses did not score.

113 GCSE Chemistry 1CH0 1F



Paper Summary

Based on the performance in this examination paper candidates should:

Focus on using and improving their knowledge of scientific literacy. Candidates often
struggle to use scientific language correctly and show a poor understanding of some of
the key terms used in chemistry.
Clearly show all working out for calculation questions.
Practise different calculations used in chemistry, including reacting masses, concentration
calculations and empirical formula.
Ensure that their calculation answers are rounded correctly and given to the correct
number of significant figures or decimal places if this is asked for in the question.
Focus on the difference between the command words 'describe' and 'explain'.
Learn the names of equipment commonly used in chemistry practicals.
Choose the most suitable separation methods for different types of mixtures.
Focus on the periodic table and the information it gives about atoms and elements.
Learn the difference between the terms atom, element, ion and molecule.
Make the effort to write clearly and legibly. Some candidates have lost marks because
their work cannot be read by examiners.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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