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Introduction

This was the eighth year of examining this specification, paper 2 of Physics, higher tier.

Questions were set to test candidates’ knowledge, application and understanding from nine

topics in the specification:

• Topic 1 – Key concepts of physics.

• Topic 8 – Energy – Forces doing work.

• Topic 9 – Forces and their effects.

• Topic 10 – Electricity and circuits.

• Topic 11 – Static electricity.

• Topic 12 – Magnetism and the motor effect.

• Topic 13 – Electromagnetic induction.

• Topic 14 – Particle model.

• Topic 15 – Forces and matter.

It was intended that the examination paper would allow every candidate to show what they knew,

understood and were able to do. Within the question paper, a variety of question types were

included, such as objective questions, short answer questions worth one or two marks each and

longer questions worth three or four marks each. Several questions assessed candidates’

knowledge of practical procedures, notably Q10 on electrical circuits. The standard of answers on

practical questions was variable with some candidates showing good knowledge of the use of

meters and components in series and parallel circuits. Candidates continued to do well with most

calculation questions, including Q07(c) where the equation given was probably unfamiliar. Some

did not cope well with the units involved in calculations. There was one question, Q09(a), that

required several calculation steps. This was targeted at the higher grades. Q09(b) assessed

candidates’ ability to analyse a drawing of a device that could lift heavy loads and to apply their

knowledge and understanding of the underlying physics principles. Most candidates engaged

well with this question and some very good responses were seen.

Successful candidates were:

• Well-acquainted with the content of the specification.

• Skilled as a result of having been engaged with practical work during their course.

• Competent in quantitative work, especially in using equations.

• Well-focused in their comprehension of the question-at-hand.

• Willing to apply physics principles to the novel situations presented to them.

Less successful candidates:

• Had gaps in their conceptual knowledge of the topics of this paper.

• Had gaps in their procedural knowledge relating to their practical work.
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• Were uncertain about SI units and when to convert them to sub or multiple units.

• Did not focus sufficiently on what the question was asking.

• Found difficulty in applying their knowledge to new situations.

This report will provide exemplification of candidates’ work, together with tips and/or comments,

for a selection of questions. The exemplification will come from responses which highlight

successes and pitfalls, with the aim of aiding future teaching of these topics.
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Question 1(a)(i)

Most candidates used the correct equation and rearranged it to find h.

A well laid out and fully correct answer. It scores the full two marks.

The most common error was to use 10 for the density of water rather than 103.

Examiners would allow one mark for an answer of 35 m even though this is the height of a
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large building. It scored one out of two marks.

Hint: Look at the result of a calculation to see if the value makes sense.
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Question 1(a)(ii)

Candidates almost always drew an acceptable arrow pointing downwards either from or to the

point X.

A clear and well drawn arrow in the correct position and pointing down. It scored the one

mark for this question.

The most common error was to draw the arrow too far away from the point.
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An arrow like this does not show the force at X but somewhere in the middle of the pool. It

scored zero marks.
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Question 1(c)

Candidates had to substitute the given values into the given equation and rearrange it in order to

evaluate the force.

A correct substitution, rearrangement and evaluation for two marks.

Some candidates seemed to be uncomfortable in handling powers of ten and converted the units

by adding a suitable number of decimal places. This method runs the risk of losing count of the

zeros.
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This answer scored the full two marks, however a better technique is to use powers of ten.

A very common mistake was to forget to convert the units of area from mm2 to m2.
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This would produce an answer that was a million times too large.

It scored one out of the possible two marks.

Hint: Look carefully at the units given in the question.
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Question 1(d)

Most candidates correctly stated that the force below a bigger hole would be greater.
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Question 2(a)(iii)

Many candidates failed to read this question fully. It asked for a way to reduce the difference

between actual and expected velocities, however many candidates answered in general terms of

reducing friction rather than how this could be achieved.

Several suggestions were accepted.

Some candidates recalled an air track being used to demonstrate the motion of a trolley with very

little friction. Although these are normally used horizontally or without a significant slope,

examiners would credit this suggestion.

The more common responses are shown below.

Lubricating the wheels would reduce friction and therefore reduce the amount of energy

transferred to thermal energy. This scored the mark.

Increasing the slope of the runway is a plausible way of reducing the fraction of GPE

transferred to friction. It scored the mark.
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Examiners would accept a suggestion that reduced air resistance by changing the trolley for

a more aerodynamic one. It scored the mark.

This response does not suggest a method, only a reason. It did not score the mark.

This incorrect response was often seen.
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Question 2(a)(i-ii)

In Q02(a)(i), candidates were asked to use the rearranged equation for change in gravitational

potential energy to use the given values to show that the mass is about 1.6 kg.

In this type of question, the candidate’s working is scored rather than their final evaluation.

Q02(a)(ii) required substitution of the given values into the equation to find v2. The value of v is

then the square root of this value. Very many candidates tackled this problem with confidence to

arrive at an expected velocity that rounded to 2.3 m/s.

The change in height, Δh, is given as 26 cm and this must be converted into 0.26 m before being

substituted into the equation.
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Here the candidate has clearly converted the 26cm into 0.26m before substituting into the

equation. This scores the full two marks.
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The candidate has simply substituted the value of 26 into the equation. This can score one

mark. This was then evaluated to be 0.016 and then multiplied by 100 for no apparent

reason other than to bring it to a value of 1.6. There is no evidence that 26 cm has been

converted to 0.26 m. It can only score one mark out of a possible two.

A nicely laid out answer that scored full marks.
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The candidate has correctly evaluated v2 but it did not go on to find the square root. It

scored two out of three marks.
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Question 2(b)

Although the equation for power was given, correct substitution required candidates to first

determine the weight of the student from the student’s mass. The final value had to be given to 2

significant figures.

Significant figures were often confused with decimal places.

A nicely laid out answer with correct evaluation. However, this value has been expressed to

two decimal places rather than to two significant figures. It scored two out of three possible

marks.
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A fully correct answer that is expressed to two significant figures. It scored full marks.

Here the value of 409.411 has been expressed as 409 by simply removing the numbers after

the decimal point. This has 3 significant figures. It scored two out of a possible three marks.
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An attempt to express the answer to two significant figures, however the value of 409.41 is

closer to 410 than to 400. It scored two out of a possible three marks.

Make sure you know how to round a value to a specified number of significant figures.

A very common error was to use the given value of mass (48 kg) rather than weight.
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The wrong value for weight has been used and so does not score any marks for the

evaluation. However, this result has been rounded to two significant figures and so scores

one mark.

Although the value of g was given as 10 N/kg in part (a) of the question a surprising number of

candidates used 9.8 or 9.81. Examiners did not penalise this however.
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The calculated value of 401.63 has been correctly rounded to 2 significant figures. It scored

full marks.
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Question 3(b)

This question required the use of the equation given to calculate power.

Many candidates found this straightforward with the most common error being simply incorrect

use of the calculator.

A fully acceptable response. An ideal answer would round the value of 122 to 120. This

would be to the same number of significant figures in the given values of voltage and

current. Even so, this response scored the full two marks.
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Correct substitution of values into the equation for one mark.

However, the evaluation was incorrect and did not score the second mark. Possibly the

candidate calculated 250 ÷ 0.53.
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Question 3(c)(ii)

The question asked for an explanation of what happens if the current in a plug exceeds the fuse

rating. It is noteworthy that responses to similar questions have improved over the years and

candidates are very often able to link the melting of the wire in the fuse with the breaking of the

circuit which prevents further current to the appliance.

An excellent response that scored full marks.

Examiners would accept "blows" for melts. This scored one out of a possible two marks

because it did not go on to fully explain what happens.

Examiners were tolerant of descriptions of the circuit being broken and would accept, for

example, “switches off the TV”.
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This is a partly acceptable answer. It did not mention how the fuse behaves; ie melts or

"blows". It scored one out of a possible two marks.
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Question 3(c)(iii)

Candidates were asked to identify a safety device (other than a fuse) that can be used in domestic

wiring and many responses correctly mentioned a circuit breaker.

In addition examiners gave credit for features of domestic wiring that were not exactly a device

but nevertheless did improve safety. The most common example suggested was the earth wire

(or pin).

Other acceptable suggestions included a cable clamp in a plug (which prevents wires from being

accidentally pulled out) and protective covers that can be placed over sockets. Examiners would

also accept a description of insulation around wires.

Another acceptable common response.

A common and acceptable answer.
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An acceptable answer.
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Question 3(d)

Candidates were required to extract information from the figure showing two different cables and

explain why one cable was the most suitable for supplying electric current to the house. A

creditworthy response would compare the cross sectional areas of the copper wires and then

reason that the larger wires would have less resistance and so could safely carry a higher current.

There were no marks for stating that the cable was bigger. Examiners were looking for a

reference to the copper wires in the cable. However, this answer went on to correctly reason
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that cable 2 could carry a larger current (one mark) because it had a lower resistance (one

mark).

This scored a mark for reference to thicker wires. It scored a second mark for stating that it

could carry a higher current. The examiner ignored the last statement about energy being

lost to the surroundings because full marks had already been scored.

Examiners saw many references to the thickness of the insulation and candidates often seemed

to think, incorrectly, that this provided thermal insulation “to prevent the wires from losing

energy”.
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This was a common, incorrect, answer. The amount of energy "wasted as heat" can only be

lowered by reducing the resistance of the wires. It cannot be lowered by thermal insulation

which, at best, would only reduce transfer of this "wasted" energy to the air.

Additionally, many candidates seemed to think that a thicker insulation provided better

protection against electric shock; often implying, incorrectly, that the voltage of the mains supply

to the house was more than the 230V being supplied to the T.V.

Although there is one mark for correctly identifying the thicker wires in cable 2, it is incorect

to imply that the TV set is supplied with a lower voltage than the mains supply to the house.

The insulation around cable 1 already provides sufficient electrical insulation.
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Question 4(a)

Candidates were asked to show the shape and direction of an electric field between two charged

metal plates.

Examiners were looking for straight lines with arrows going from the positive to the negative

plate.
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A well drawn and fully correct answer for two marks.

The lines are correctly drawn for one mark. However, some of the arrows go the wrong way

and so does not score the second mark.
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Question 4(b)(ii)

The charged soot particles are in an electric field and are attracted towards the metal tube.

Alternatively a positive charge would be induced on the surface of the metal tube resulting in a

force of attraction of the soot particles towards the metal tube. Examiners would accept an

answer that linked attraction towards the metal tube and unlike charges or repulsion from the

central metal rod because of like charges.

This response scores a mark for attraction and another mark for reference to the positive

metal tube.

There is no credit for reference to the negative charge on the soot particles because this had

already been given in the previous part of the question.

It also correctly refers to an electric field. However, two out of two marks had been already

been scored.

A good description of positive charges on the surface of the metal rod attracting the

oppositely charged soot particles. It scored two out of two marks.
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A clear answer that correctly described repulsion between the negative rod and soot

particles. Two out of two scored.

This scores a mark for the idea of the central metal rod repelling the particles for one mark.

To score two marks it should have stated that the rod had the same charge as the particles

(ie negative).
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Question 4(b)(iii-iv)

In Q04(b)(iii), candidates were asked what happens to the charge on the soot particles when they

reach the metal tube.

Examiners were looking for the idea of charge being lost from the soot particles as they settle on

to the metal tube. This could be expressed as becoming neutral or being discharged. Most

candidates were able to provide an acceptable response.

In Q04(b)(iv), the metal tube is a conductor that is connected to earth. Therefore, any electric

charge transferred to it by the soot particles will travel through the metal and it’s connected wire

to earth.

Very many candidates gave a good explanation along these lines.

A mark was sometimes lost by failing to state that the metal tube is a conductor.

Other candidates lost a mark by failing to recognise that charge would only move through the

metal tube if it had somewhere to go, ie earth.
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Question 4(c)

This question required candidates to select the correct equation from the equation booklet to

calculate the amount of charge and also to recall the unit of charge. The current was given as

2.5mA and therefore had to be converted to amperes to give an answer in coulombs.

Examiners were pleased to see many fully correct answers.

The values have been substituted into the equation Q = I x T for one mark.

The current has been converted from mA to A which is correctly evaluated for one mark.

The unit has been correctly recalled for one mark.
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The evaluation of 0.2 is correct for two marks.

Although the SI unit for charge is the coulomb, As (ampere seconds) is an acceptable unit

and scores the third mark.

Some candidates kept the current in mA and then correctly gave the unit as mC. This is
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perfectly acceptable.

Here the candidate gave the unit as mAs. This was also accepted. The response scored the

full three marks.

Very many candidates did not correctly convert mA into A.

There is a mark for substitution into Q = I x T but there is no attempt at conversion from mA

to A so it does not score the mark for evaluation.

There is a mark, however, for recall of the unit of charge.

This response scored two out of three.
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The candidate incorrectly converted from mA to A. This scored one mark for the

substitution.

There is also a mark for the unit and so this scored two out of three marks.

Some candidates gave an acceptable alternative unit for charge even though their evaluation was

incorrect.

This scored one mark for the unit.
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Question 5(b)

Candidates were often able to describe the change in motion of wax particles as the wax changed

from liquid to solid in terms of the particles slowing down and no longer moving past each other.

Examiners would also credit responses that implied the difference; for example “now only vibrate

in fixed positions”.

This type of response was seen very often.

There is a mark for describing vibrating particles.

There is another mark for describing them as being in fixed positions.

It scored the full two marks.

There is a mark for stating that the particles no longer move past each other.

There is a mark for describing the particles slowing down.
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There would also be a mark for "vibrating" but full marks have already been scored in this

response.

A mark was scored for writing "slow down". The same mark would also have been given for

"lose energy".

"become closer together" is not enough for another mark. The response scores one out of

two.
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Question 5(c)(i)

Most candidates were able to substitute the given values into the given equation. Rearrangement

proved difficult for some but examiners saw very many correct answers.

A fully correct answer. There is one mark for the substitution and one mark for the correct

evaluation.
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Examiners were pleased to see many responses such as this. The candidate has correctly

expressed the answer in scientific notation: 4.7 x 10-3.
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It was noteworthy that many candidates rounded their answers from 0.0047 m3 to 0.005 m3.

This is unnecessary and actually poor practice. Evaluations should be rounded to the same

number of significant figures that were supplied in the given values; in this case 2 significant

figures.

Nevertheless, this response scored the full two marks.

There is one mark for substituting the values into the equation. However, the candidate did

not rearrange correctly and could not score the second mark.
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Question 5(c)(ii)

Candidates often used the data in the table to reason that the volume of the solid wax was less

than the same mass of liquid wax.

A simple and fully correct response that scored the mark.

46 GCSE Physics 1PH0 2H



Question 5(c)(iii)

The question asked candidates to explain the cooling curve in terms of the data in the table. Very

many realised that the specific latent heat of the wax was very much more than the specific heat

capacity of the liquid wax. Marks could be gained by using values from the table to support the

explanation. Examiners were also looking for a comparison of thermal energy being transferred

from the material to the surroundings; however, a surprisingly large number wrote responses

that referred to the wax being heated from a solid into a liquid. This required thermal energy

being transferred to the material and therefore did not score this mark. Another possible mark

could be awarded for the idea that, when cooling, the rate of energy transfer remained

(approximately) the same. This mark was rarely scored.

There is one mark for stating that the specific latent heat is much greater than the specific

heat capacity. There is another one mark for using values from the table to support that

statement.

The statement about energy being transferred is ambiguous; it is not clear in which direction

this transfer is taking place.

However, there is another one mark for stating that the energy transfer is occurring at the

same rate.
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Once again there are two marks for comparing the specific latent heat and specific heat

capacity with supporting values.

It is also clear that it is requiring energy to be transferred from the wax to the surroundings

and so scores one additional mark. Total three out of three possible marks.

Many candidates seemed to imply that the wax was melting rather than freezing.

There is one mark for comparing specific latent heat and specific heat capacity. However,

energy is not being used to turn the wax into a liquid. It scores only one out of three marks.
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Question 6(a)(i)

The question showed a diagram of part of an electric toothbrush charger system. This is

essentially a transformer.

In spite of the, probably, unfamiliar scenario of the question, candidates seemed to be familiar

with an explanation of how an alternating current in the primary coil induces an alternating pd

across the secondary coil via a change in the magnetic field of the iron core.

A very clear answer that links:

• alternating current in the primary coil (one mark)

• changing magnetic field in the iron core (one mark)

• induces an alternating pd in the secondary coil (one mark).

Marks were usually lost by not stating the magnetic field in the core was changing.
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The answer given links:

• alternating current in the primary coil (one mark)

• induces alternating pd in the secondary coil (one mark).

However, the change in magnetic field was not described.

Two out of three marks scored.

There still seems to be a confusion between a p.d. being induced and a p.d. being produced.

The answer links:

• alternating current in the primary coil (one mark)

• changing magnetic field in the iron core (one mark).

However, examiners would not accept "produces" an alternating current. The correct word is

"induces".

Two marks out of three scored.
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Make sure you know when to use the term "induces".
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Question 6(a)(ii)

Examiners saw many examples of confident substitution into and rearrangement of the

appropriate transformer equation. Only a small minority of responses attempted to use the

equation linking pd and current.

A clearly laid out and fully correct answer that scored the full two marks.
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Question 6(b)

Although the uses of a diode to rectify an alternating current into a direct current was known by

many, very few went on to link this to the need for a direct current to recharge the battery.

There is one mark for recognising that batteries are d.c. devices.

There is one mark for writing that diodes allow current in one direction only.

Two out of two marks scored.
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There is one mark for the diode only allowing current in one direction.

There is no mark for describing the current going to the battery; this was already described

in the question.

One mark out of two scored.

Many candidates thought that the diode limited the size of the current.

There is only one mark here for current travelling in one direction.

A significant number of candidates seemed to think the diode was a LED used as an indicator.
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An electric toothbrush may include one or more LEDs, but these are not the same as the

diode between the transformer and the battery.

No marks were scored here.
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Question 6(c)

The purpose of a commutator in a d.c electric motor was poorly explained. Although the idea of

switching the connections every half revolution was often shown, candidates did not go on to

describe that this would ensure the motor continuously rotated. The simple fact that the

commutator carried current from the battery to the coil (via the carbon brushes) was usually

omitted or described in terms of preventing the wires from getting tangled up.

A clear answer that links:

• reversing the direction of the current every half turn (one mark)

• enabling the motor to spin continuously (one mark).

Two marks out of three scored.
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This response links:

• reverse the current every half turn (one mark)

• to keep the force acting (on the coil) in one direction (one mark).

In spite of it being clearly labelled an electric motor, a surprisingly large number of candidates

attempted to describe a dynamo or a d.c. generator.

There is one mark for describing the current reversing every half turn.

However, the motor does not produce a current.

One mark out of three scored.

GCSE Physics 1PH0 2H 57



Make sure you understand the difference between using electric current to create

movement (eg in a motor or loudspeaker) and using movement to generate an electric

current (eg in a dynamo or a microphone).
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Question 7(b)(ii-iii)

Instead of a possibly more familiar graph, candidates were required to complete and interpret a

bar chart.

The completion was usually correct and a simple interpretation such as “the more plastic strips,

the fewer the nails” was given. Better candidates went on to recognise that the relationship was

not linear.

Examiners saw many references to “Inversely proportional”, and candidates appear to regard this

is being the same as a negative correlation. This is not true. Candidates should be discouraged

from using the term “Inversely proportional” unless it is a relationship where one variable is

clearly proportional to the reciprocal of the other variable.
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Question 7(b)(iv)

The question asked for suggestions as to how it could be established that the nails were not

permanently magnetised. Examiners would give one mark for suitable test that could include

testing the nails against each other, or another magnetic material or against a permanent

magnet or compass needle.

A second mark was for a clear statement about the expected results of the test. Although many

scored the first mark, the second mark was often lost for the incomplete description of the result.

This response scores one mark for a suitable test; in this case trying to pick up a paper clip

or another nail. It does not go on to describe how the result would show whether the

student’s hypothesis was correct.

One mark out of two scored.
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This very clear response gives a detailed description of the test for one mark.

It also gives a clear indication of what the results would show for one mark.

The candidate has been careful to check that the two nails were not actually repelling each

other (and therefore one nail falling off the other) by reversing one nail to make sure that no

attraction took place in any direction.

It scored two out two marks.

GCSE Physics 1PH0 2H 61



Question 7(c)

The question required candidates to use a given equation that was probably unfamiliar to them.

To their credit, a large number of candidates, particularly the better candidates, confidently used

the equation and given values to arrive at the correct answer of 160 μT.
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A clearly laid out and fully correct answer.

Three out three marks scored.

Clear working allowed the examiner to award one mark for finding the value of K. However,

no further progress was made.

One mark out of three scored.

A very small number of candidates recognised that the equation showed an inverse square

relationship between B and d.
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This response shows a very clear understanding of equations and was able to arrive at the

correct answer in one single step.

Three out of three marks scored.
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Question 8(b)(i)

A large number of candidates were able to use the graph to find the increase in potential energy

of the spring as it was stretched. The most common error was to forget to convert the extension

from cm to m. This resulted in a value that was 100 times too large. Nevertheless, examiners

would give partial credit for this answer.

Distance has been correctly converted from cm to m for one mark.

The correct points have been read from the graph (one mark).

The increase in potential energy has been calculated from the area under the graph (one

mark).

It scores the full three out of three marks.
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The candidate has drawn a triangle and labelled it with the values from the graph. This was

not strictly necessary but it did probably help the candidate to structure the correct

response.

It scores three out of three marks.

66 GCSE Physics 1PH0 2H



The extension has not been converted from cm to m and so cannot score full marks.

However, clear working shows the correct method and allows the examiner to award two

out of three marks.
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Question 8(b)(ii)

Calculation of the value of the spring constant was often correctly done, but the unit was less well

known. A very common error was to use the extension in cm and to give the value as N/m.

A well laid out answer that scored two out of two marks.
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Examiners saw many responses like this. Although the correct equation has been selected

and rearranged, the extension has not been converted from cm to m. This means that the

final answer is 100 times too small. It scores one mark out of two.

An alternative approach is to substitute the previous value calculated for increase in potential

energy when the extension is 8 cm into the equation E = ½ × k × x2.

Here the candidate has used both methods and arrived at the same, correct answer in each

case. It scored the full two out of two marks.
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Question 8(b)(iii)

Candidates were required to draw a free body force diagram. Examiners were looking for

correctly labelled vectors that would both pass through the centre of the block.

The two vectors are in the correct direction but there is no indication of the size.

Force vectors must have a size as well as a direction. This scored one out of two marks.
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A fully acceptable free body diagram that scored two out of two marks.

Although the two vectors have the correct size and point in opposite directions, they both

act near the edge of the box. The weight would not be in equilibrium; instead it would spin

around.
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One mark for correct size out of two possible marks.

72 GCSE Physics 1PH0 2H



Question 8(c)

This question required candidates to find the resultant of two forces. It was targeted at the higher

grades.

Examiners saw several confident responses that constructed a parallelogram to find the direction

of the resultant force.

Here the size of the force was found by first measuring the length of one of the given forces

(here 4N) to determine the scale of the drawing (2cm = 1N). The length of the resultant force

vector was then measured to be 6 cm which, using the scale already determined, meant that
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the size of the resultant force was 3N. It scored two out of two marks.
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Other candidates recognised that the three forces were the sides of a right angled triangle.

This meant that Pythagoras’ Theorem could be used to find the size of the resultant force

and so score full marks.
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Some candidates simply drew another 4N force at the same angle but starting from the top

of the 5N force. The resultant force was then drawn between the bottom ends of the two

given force. This was an equally valid method and scored the full two marks.

76 GCSE Physics 1PH0 2H



Question 9(a)(i)

Most candidates seemed familiar with the idea of the apparent loss in weight of an object

immersed in a liquid and often described this in terms of upthrust on the block but rarely linked

this to the idea that the block displaced liquid.
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The apparent loss in weight shown on the force meter is correctly linked to upthrust due to

the liquid.

Examiners would accept the liquid being described as water.

It scored one mark out of two.

Some candidates went on to explain that this was because the liquid had a greater density than

air.

An acceptable explanation that scored two out of two marks.

Only a very few candidates correctly linked the loss in weight with the weight of liquid displaced.
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A correct explanation that scored two out of two marks.

Good responses could be quite short.

A very clear response that linked:

• upthrust (one mark)

• weight of liquid displaced (one mark)

• liquid is more dense than air (one mark).

This scored the maximum of two out of two marks.
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Question 9(a)(ii)

This was a multi-stage calculation that built on the previous question. It was targeted at the

higher grades. Successful candidates adopted the following approach.

Calculate the loss in weight to find the weight of liquid displaced. (2N) for one mark.

Use this calculated weight of liquid and the given value of density of liquid to determine the

volume of liquid displaced and hence the volume of the block. (1.43 x 10-4 m3) for one mark.

Use the calculated volume of the block and the weight of the block as shown on the newton

meter in the equation to calculate the density of the block for one mark.

Correctly evaluate to arrive at a value of 4.9 x 103 kg/m3 for one mark.

Partial credit could be obtained by successfully completing each stage as indicated.
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A fully correct answer with clear working. It scored all four marks. Well done!

This response started with the wrong value for upthrust (5N rather than 2N). However, it did

go on to use the correct equations to determine the volume of liquid displaced and the

density of the metal. The examiner could award three out of four marks.
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The upthrust has been calculated as 2N. This can score one mark.
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Question 9(b)

The question presented candidates with a picture and a drawing of a hand winch that can be

used to lift heavy loads. Candidates were asked to apply their understanding of physics principles

(in particular equations used in calculations), to explain how the sizes of each component helps to

determine the effort required to lift a given load.

Candidates engaged well with this question and examiners saw many different approaches. In

each case, where several sizes were discussed, examiners gave credit for the best application of

physics demonstrated.

The most popular approach was to consider the distance between the effort force on the end of

the handle and the pivot point; in this case the centre of gear Y. A good discussion would include

the equation moment = force x perpendicular distance. Provided that the distance was clearly

related to the length of the handle, it can be shown that, for an increased distance, the same

moment can be obtained from a smaller effort force. A common error in this approach was to

confuse work done with moment of a force. This would limit the score to level 2 only.

It is possible to use work done = force x distance to argue that, for a longer handle, the effort

moves through a greater distance during one rotation and so, to do the same amount of work, a

smaller effort is required. Examiners rarely saw this clearly expressed.

It is also possible to consider the gears. Consideration of their relative radii can be used in

moment calculations. A smaller gear Y would result, (for the same effort force) in a smaller

moment where gear X and gear Y meet. Provided gear X remained the same size, this would

reduce the force needed to move gear Y. Examiners saw some examples of this being used

successfully but many responses implied that the force of Y on X would be increased.

Finally it is possible to consider the number of teeth on the gears. The gear ratio determines how

many times gear Y needs to turn to make gear X revolve. This can be used in a work done

calculation involving the total distance moved by the effort to move the load upwards by a given

distance.

Alternatively, consideration of gear ratio can be used in a discussion about the speeds of the

effort and load. A load moving more slowly takes longer to move up through a given amount.

Therefore, using power = work done / time taken, a smaller power input is required for the same

amount of work done.
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The first paragraph discusses the length of the handle and the moment of the effort around
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the centre of gear Y. A suitable equation has been used and it is clear what is meant by

”force” and “distance” in this application of the equation. It concludes that the longer the

handle, the less the effort needed for the same moment. This is a level 3 response.

The second paragraph discusses the sizes of the gears. However, it does not consider the

effect of changing one or both of the sizes. This is a level 1 response.

Overall, the candidate has given at least one Level 3 answer. It scored six marks.

After mentioning the gears, this answer considers the length of the handle and reasons that

a long handle decreases the effort needed. The candidate has attempted to support this

with an equation; work done = force x distance. This would be relevant if it had been clearly

stated as the distance moved by the (end of) the handle over the revolutions of the handle.

This was not the case. This is a level 2 answer that linked a size to an equation, but because
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the equation was incorrectly used it was placed at the lower end of level 2 for three marks.
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Question 10(a)(i)

Candidates generally found calculation of resistance straightforward. As may be expected, most

errors resulted from incorrect conversion of 6mA to 6 x 10-3 A.

A well laid out and fully correct answer. It scored two out of two marks.

The candidate did not convert mA into A. It scored one out of two possible marks.
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Question 10(c)

This question required candidates to recall a core practical that investigated resistors in series

and in parallel.

Very many candidates had clearly carried out this investigation and could produce excellent

responses that included well drawn circuit diagrams and detailed discussion about the currents in

each circuit and the pd across the resistors.

Weaker candidates often struggled to either draw a suitable circuit diagram or failed to describe

how voltmeters and ammeters are connected. This limited the answer to level 1 or the lower end

of level 2.
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Well drawn and clear circuit diagrams showed resistors in series and in parallel. Ammeters

and voltmeters were correctly placed.

The first paragraph in the written answer mentions a series circuit and confirms correct use

of the voltmeter. Examiners would credit such a description if the circuit diagram had been

unclear. However, no results have been given.

The second paragraph correctly gives the expected results that would be obtained from the

parallel circuit.

A correct description of how to obtain measurements with expected results for one circuit is

a level 2 response for four marks.
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The circuit diagram shows two resistors in series and a correctly placed ammeter. No

parallel circuit has been shown and the voltmeter is incorrectly placed.

The description mentions how to place a voltmeter but it is unclear. It goes on to mention

voltages in series and parallel circuits but only states that they will be different without

specifying which one is larger. There is an attempt to describe the differences in "pathways"

in a series and parallel circuit but this is unclear. The last sentence confuses resistance and

voltage.

This is a level 1 answer that demonstrates elements of understanding but scientific

techniques lack detail. This response scored two marks.
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Two well drawn circuit diagrams clearly show series and parallel circuits with correct

placement of ammeters and voltmeters. In addition, the inclusion of expected values next to

each meter demonstrates how the currents and voltages would be expected to be

distributed even though the total current in the two circuits would not both be 10A.

The description clearly describes how the battery voltage is distributed in both circuits. It

also describes the current being shared between branches of the parallel circuit but being

the same through the whole of the series circuit.
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This is a level 3 answer that scores six out of six marks.
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Paper Summary

Overall this exam gave ample opportunity for candidates to display their knowledge and

understanding at grades 4-9; particularly in the topic areas of electricity, electromagnetism and

forces. Less confidence was shown in the application of Archimedes' principle and also the

difference between the moment of a force and the work done by a force; both of which can be

calculated from force x distance.

Candidates have continued to do well with most calculation questions, although some did not

cope well with significant figures and some of the units involved.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

• Make the most of opportunities afforded in school laboratories where they become

acquainted with practical work from the specification. This concerns both core practicals and

the suggested practicals.

• Always question ‘What is the purpose of this experiment?’, making sure that they are clear in

their minds about it.

Candidates also need to have the mathematical skill of being able to round off results of

calculations to an appropriate number of significant figures.

Candidates seem to need more practice on handling powers of ten in their calculations. They

should be able to use their calculators with numbers in standard form when needed. It often

helps to put answers in standard form rather than risk writing too many or too few 000s in an

answer.

In constructing explanations, candidates need to take note of the marks allocated to a particular

question and respond with a corresponding number of points in their answer.

Candidates should look carefully at diagrams and make sure their answer is in the correct

context. For example, very many candidates attempted to describe the action of the d.c. motor

commutator in the context of a dynamo or d.c. generator.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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