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Introduction
This unit is divided into six topics and all six topics are tested in the examination.
The topics are:
●

controlling and using electric current

●

static and current electricity

●

motion and forces

●

momentum, energy, work and power

●

nuclear fission and nuclear fusion

●

advantages and disadvantages of using radioactive materials.

It was intended that the examination paper would allow every candidate to show what
they knew, understood and were able to do. To achieve this, each question increased
in difficulty as the question progressed. Within the question paper, a variety of
question types were included, such as objective questions, short answer questions
worth 1 or 2 marks each and longer questions worth 3 or 4 marks each. The two 6mark questions were used to test quality of written communication.
Successful candidates were:
●

well grounded in the fundamental knowledge required

●

willing to think, use their knowledge to solve new problems and apply their
knowledge to unfamiliar situations

●

able to analyse and interpret data in graphical form

●

able to tackle calculations methodically and show the stages in their working

●

able to construct their explanations in a logical order, using the marks at the side
of the questions as a guide.

Less successful candidates:
●

had gaps in their knowledge

●

found difficulty in applying their knowledge to new situations

●

found difficulty in analysing and interpreting data in graphical form

●

did not show their working in calculations

●

did not think through their answers before writing.

The quality of written communication was generally appropriate to the level of
response.
When it was not, the mark within that level was reduced, if possible.
This report will provide exemplification of candidates’ work, together with tips and/or
comments, for a selection of questions. The exemplification will come mainly from
questions which required more complex responses from candidates.
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Charge and current
Question 1(b)
This question provided a straightforward start to the paper, requiring the use of the
equation relating charge, current and time. The vast majority of candidates scored
both marks. Of those who did not, working was rarely shown. This removed the
opportunity of scoring 1 mark.

examiner comment
This response gives the correct answer with the working clearly shown.
Both marks were awarded.

examiner tip
Always show your working, even in the simplest of calculations.
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Question 1(c)
In this question examiners were looking for statements about electrons being
transferred from the cloth to the rod, leaving the cloth with an equal but opposite
charge to the rod.
Most candidates scored 3 marks, mainly missing out on the ‘equal’ mark. Very few
scored all 4 marks.

examiner comment
This is a well-structured response which scored all 4 marks.
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Going downhill
Question 2(a)
In this energy transfer question examiners were looking for three ideas:
●

a transfer between GPE and kinetic as Andrew descends

●

a transfer between KE and thermal during the decent

●

what happens to the energy when he has stopped.

Most candidates failed to score. About a third of candidates scored 1 mark or better
with only a very few scoring full marks.

examiner comment
Even though the word ‘transfer’ is not used, this answer was sufficient
to score all 3 marks.

Question 2(b)(i)–(ii)
These were straightforward questions involving the use of equations. The vast
majority of candidates scored full marks.
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Question 2(b)(iii)
This question tested the idea that force is proportional to rate of change of
momentum. It proved to be a good discriminator. The idea did not have to be formally
stated. The following examples show some ways in which full marks could be scored.

examiner comment
This is a perfectly acceptable way of relating force to the time it takes
to reduce the momentum. It scored full marks.

examiner comment
This is closer to the formal statement of Newton's second law. It also
scored full marks.
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examiner comment
This is a very good, well expressed response, which scored full marks.

examiner tip
In a situation like this, write down the relevant equation:
force = change in momentum ÷ time
then use it to construct your written answer.
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Motion and forces
Question 3(b)(i)
This question involved judging halfway between 2 and 4 on the x-axis then estimating
the corresponding value for velocity on the y-axis. A generous range of answers
between 11 and 14 were accepted.

Question 3(b)(ii)
Candidates needed to take data from the graph to substitute into the equation for
acceleration. Most were able to do this successfully.

examiner comment
This is a good example of working which is clearly shown. It was
awarded 2 marks.
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Question 3(b)(iii)
This question tested knowledge of units related to an equation and the ability of the
candidates to express their ideas clearly.

examiner comment
This response shows clear thinking and a logical progression to the
answer and was awarded both marks.

examiner comment
This is a correct response which got there eventually. It was awarded
both marks.

examiner tip
Always read your answer through after you have written it. This is a
clear example of that practice being effective.
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Question 3(b)(iv)
Where candidates realised that the second distance travelled was not at constant
velocity, they usually went on to score all 3 marks by using the area under the graph
or the idea of average velocity. Unfortunately, this was rare with most candidates
scoring either 1 mark for the distance at constant velocity or zero marks.

examiner comment
Ideally, this candidate should have written ‘Distance travelled at
constant velocity =...’ and ‘Distance travelled when decelerating = ...’.
However, what was given was clear enough to be awarded all 3 marks.
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Carbon dating
Question 4(b)
To gain full credit for this sketch of a decay curve, the axes needed to be labelled. The
label or the unit was acceptable. The decay curve had to be the correct shape and not
touch the time axis.

examiner comment
The y-axis shows the correct unit and the time axis shows the label and
the unit. The curve is the correct shape and is just smooth enough to
be acceptable. It does not reach the time axis. The other information,
to do with half-life was good but irrelevant here.
This response scored all 3 marks.
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Question 4(c)(i)
This question tested the understanding of the term ‘half-life’. Candidates were
expected to realise that 11 400 years was two half-lives of carbon-14 and then to use
this to calculate the activity in the comb when it was new.
A large number of candidates failed to score in this question and of those who were
awarded any marks; the majority scored only 1.

examiner comment
This is a well-structured answer which scored all 3 marks.
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Question 4(c)(ii)
Candidates were expected to know how background count is dealt with in practical
circumstances. Responses that recognised the effect of background radiation on
readings and that the background reading has to be subtracted from the original
reading scored well.
The majority of candidates scored at least 1 mark, whilst almost a third scored both
marks.

examiner comment
This is a good example of a response, which was awarded a clear 2
marks.

Question 4(c)(iii)
Answers relating to the difficulties of measuring small amounts of radiation were
awarded the mark.
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Electric circuits
Question 5(a)(i)
This question involved the straightforward use of the equation V = IR for which the
vast majority of candidates scored 2 marks. The most common error for those who
did not was to use 0.06 A as the current in R.

examiner comment
The correct current is used and the working is clearly shown. 2 marks
were awarded.

Question 5(a)(ii)
This question tested the idea that at a junction in a circuit, current is conserved and
most candidates answered it correctly.
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Question 5(b)
Responses in terms of collisions between electrons and ions in the lattice or even
atoms in the metal gained full credit.

examiner comment
In this answer 'atom' was accepted instead of 'ion'. This response
scored both marks.

Question 5(c)
Candidates were asked to explain how LDRs and thermistors can be used to control
the current in a circuit. A Level 1 response would typically say that the light falling on
an LDR and the temperature of a thermistor would affect the resistance or current. A
Level 2 response typically gave the correct relationship between light intensity and
resistance for an LDR and temperature and resistance for a thermistor. A Level 3
response correctly linked light intensity, resistance and current for an LDR and
temperature, resistance and current for a thermistor.
Most candidates knew that the resistances of these components depended on light
and temperature and an encouraging number knew the correct relationship. Fewer
candidates went on to say how this affected the current. Errors occurred where
candidates did not express their answer as a logical series of linked statements.
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examiner comment
This response is presented in a logical, well-ordered way. It deals first
with an LDR and then with a thermistor. It is a Level 3 answer, which
scored 6 marks. The scientific terminology is used correctly and there
are only a few spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors.

examiner tip
In a question such as this, plan your answer so that it is in logical
steps. This will also help you to exclude information that is not
necessary for the answer.
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examiner comment
This candidate has the correct relationship for resistance in both cases
but does not go on to say how this affects the current. This makes it a
Level 2 answer, which scored 4 marks.
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Ionising radiation
Question 6(a)
As expected here, the vast majority of candidates were able to state two ways in
which gamma radiation is different from alpha radiation.

examiner comment
Two clear differences are given here, penetrating power and ionising
ability. This answer scored 2 marks.

examiner comment
This response gives only one difference, to do with penetrating power
so scored only 1 mark.
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Question 6(c)
In explaining how atoms can become ionised by radiation, candidates were expected
to know that the radiation causes the atom to lose or gain electrons. The majority of
candidates scored at least 1 mark here with a large number going on to score both
marks.

examiner comment
This clearly expresses the idea that the radiation causes the atom to
lose an electron. It was awarded 2 marks.
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Question 6(d)
In this question, candidates were asked to apply their knowledge about alpha, beta
and gamma radiation to an unfamiliar situation. Examiners were looking for an
explanation of the difference between at least two of the sets of readings in terms of
the abilities of the three radiations to penetrate materials.
The majority of candidates achieved at least Level 2 marks with a pleasing number
scoring full marks.

examiner comment
This response correctly explains the differences between all three sets
of readings so is a Level 3 response which scored all 6 marks.
The reference to gamma as particles was not enough to lose a quality
of written communication mark in the context of the question.
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examiner comment
This answer makes some unrelated points but does not explain why the
readings are different in terms of the type of radiation detected. It is a
Level 1 response and scored 2 marks.
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Summary
Based on their performance in this paper, candidates should:
●

make sure that they have a sound knowledge of the fundamental ideas in all six
topics

●

make sure that they understand the meaning of terms like force, momentum,
acceleration and velocity and that they use these words accurately

●

get used to the idea of applying their knowledge to new situations by attempting
questions in support materials or previous examination papers

●

show their working at each stage of a calculation and know how to tackle
calculations involving changing the subject of an equation

●

use the marks at the side of a question as a guide to the form and content of their
answer.
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Grade boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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