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General Marking Guidance 
  
  

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 
must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they 
mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must 
be rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than 
penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 
according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 
may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if 
the answer matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also 
be prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response 
is not worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide 
the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 
mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must 
be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 
replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

GCSE Russian Higher Tier 
Paper 3 Mark scheme 
 
SECTION A 
 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

1(b) modern OR practical New 
Near metro station (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

1(c) shopping OR buying presents walking around town (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

2(a) (famous) American 
actress(es)/actor(s) 
 

Model / Artists 
Actresses on its own 
 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

2(b) shopping OR looked for new clothes cloths 
(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

2(c) tired (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

2(d) she is meeting / eating (out) 
 with friends (accept friend) OR going 
to a restaurant 
 

Any other activity 
mentioned with friends 
Meeting her boyfriend 
 (1) 

 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(a) Sonya (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

1(a) It was warm OR no snow (in winter) hot (1) 



 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(b) She wants a high salary (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

3(c) He works well with others / in 
a team 

He works well with friends OR He 
wants to work with other people. (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(d) Unemployment / joblessness is a big problem OR he (thinks he) 
needs experience to find a job / have a good career (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(e) Tanya 
 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(i) D (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer 
 

Mark 

4(ii) D (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(iii) B (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(iv) B (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(v) B (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answers Mark 

5(a) Ira (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answers Mark 

5(b) Tolya (1) 



 

 
Question 
number 

Answers Mark 

5(c) Sasha (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answers Mark 

5(d) Ira (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answers Mark 

5(e) When deciding what to wear / if an umbrella is necessary (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answers Reject Mark 

5(f) Taking photos (of herself) in front of / 
by / near / at (famous) (tourist) sights / 
landmarks / places in town 

Taking photos without 
mention of sights. 
 

(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

6(i) C, E, G (3) 
 

Question 
number 

Answers 
 

Reject Mark 

6(ii) cultural (culture) / educational / 
learning programmes 

Mention of other types 
of programmes. 
Supports orchestras / 
theatres (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

6(iii) several thousand / thousands / couple 
of thousand 

thousand (singular), 
around 1000 or 
specific number, e.g., 
3000 (1) 

 
 



 

SECTION B 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(i) A (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(ii) D (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(iii) C (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(iv) B (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(v) A (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(a) Дима (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(b) Оля (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(c) Виктор (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(d) Елена (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(e) Оля (1) 
 
 
 
 



 

Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(a) Там очень холодно / один из самых 
холодных регионов 

Холодно without 
idea of extremity (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

9(b) новые озёра OR воду OR пейзаж/регион начал меняться OR 
более высокие температуры OR глобальное потепление 
играет роль (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

9(c) эксперты (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

9(d) не надо носить шубы / шапки / тёплую одежду (1) 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

9(e) Можно потерять свой дом OR есть (риск) наводнения (1) 
 
  



 

SECTION C 
 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content Mark 

10 Nina will soon go to / enrol at /apply to university. She 
especially liked foreign languages at school and intends to 
study English.  She would like to travel and socialise with 
people from different countries. Moreover, these skills will 
help her (to) work for an international company. 

(7) 

 
Mark Descriptor 
0 No rewardable communication. 
1–3 The meaning of the passage is partially communicated. 

Some errors in the translation prevent meaning being conveyed, e.g. 
frequent use of incorrect words, omitted phrases, incorrect tenses. 

4–6 The meaning of the passage is mostly communicated. 
Occasional errors affect the flow or clarity of the translation, e.g. incorrect 
words, omitted words, inexact syntax. 

7 The meaning of the passage is fully communicated. 
Any errors do not detract from the overall effectiveness of the translation. 
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