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Examiner’s Report - Principal Examiner Feedback Summer 2023

Pearson Edexcel GCSE in Russian (1RUO) Paper 1F:
Listening and Understanding in Russian

Introduction

This Foundation Tier examination is made up of 14 questions with a total of 50
marks.

The exam is 30 minutes long with 5 minutes reading time.

The paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all themes and topics
covered in this qualification specification. Candidates are assessed on their
understanding of standard spoken Russian by one or more speakers in a range
of public and social settings. Candidates will respond to multiple choice response
and open response questions based on a recording featuring male and female
Russian speakers.

The paper is divided into two sections A and B. Section A consists of 12
questions, all set in English and candidates in this section are required to
respond in English. Section B consists of two questions with instructions and
texts set in Russian. Candidates in this section are required to respond in the
target language.

The paper is based on five themes as per first teaching 2017 specification:

1) Identity and culture

2) Local area, holiday, travel

3) School

4) Future aspirations, study and work

5) International and global dimension.

All themes and related topics must be studied in the context of both the
students’ home country and that of countries and communities where Russian is
spoken.

The vocabulary list must be studied extensively to enable candidates to
understand and express themselves with themes, reading and listening to
authentic material. Teachers should present and exploit a range of vocabulary
relevant to the themes and topics in the specification.

In this series, non-vocabulary words, which should normally be used (but not
tested) for the crossover questions (9, 11, 13, 14) when setting this paper, were
added to a glossary at the end of each relevant question. In future years no
words which are not on the MCV will appear in the transcript, therefore there will
be no need for glossaries.

This Foundation Tier paper targets grades 1 to 5:

- questions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 target lower grades 1-3,

- questions 6, 7 and 8 target the mid-grade 3

- questions 9 to 14 target the higher grades 4 and 5.

Questions 9, 11, 13 and 14 are crossover questions with the Higher Tier
question paper.

Section A

Q01(3 marks): Generally, candidates’ responses to this multiple-choice question
were good and most candidates from this cohort scored at least two marks.

Q02 (3 marks): In this multiple-choice question on the topic of School many
candidates, were awarded the full 3 marks.



Q03 (3 marks): This is another multiple-choice question. A significant humber of
candidates crossed the correct 3 statements and were awarded full marks. While
few candidates did not gain any marks, some did not manage to link “regularly”
with “kaxayto cy660Ty” and instead were distracted by the mention of “mMama u
nana” “(HE nwobat ¢yt60n)” concluding that (G) was the correct answer. A
small number of candidates penalised themselves by not realising that each
name could be used only once, or by crossing more than the required three
boxes.

Q04 (3 marks): Items of food were generally well known. Although the overall
candidates’ performance in this multiple-choice question was marginally better
than the previous one, there were similarities such as crossing more than three
boxes or crossing the same name more than once.

Q05 (4 marks): Many candidates performance well in this question, especially in
parts (a) and (c). Few candidates were not able to supply "3 o’clock” as the
answer to (b). However, part (d) where “nnasatb” was targeted, proved to be
challenging to many candidates.

Q06 (3 marks): This was generally well answered, with just a few candidates not
realising that the answers had to be drawn from the “cloud”. Candidates who
supplied their own answers could not be credited for this.

Q07 (3 marks): This question proved quite challenging for some candidates. It
seems “ranepes/ 6ubnunoteka”, needed to rule in/rule out for the correct answer
(C) were not widely known, and the inference from “Ho y MeHs npobnema. 4 ewé
X04Yy YUYUTbCAH..... " needed to answer (G) was missed by some.

Q08 (3 marks): This question highlighted that items of clothing were not
generally well known by a large number of candidates. The word “ranctyk” was
what was targeted but there was a wide array of other (incorrect) alternatives
offered. A wide array of options for “He oueHb KpacuBas” were also offered,
many of which were perfectly acceptable to secure the mark. A small number of
candidates lost the mark by not reading the question properly and answered
“Apart from mentioning the cost,...” with “It was expensive.”

Q09 (4 marks): The first of the crossover questions, most candidates tackled
this question very competently. However, some did not make the connection
between, “rae MmoxHo xuTb” and “where to stay” for Question (ii).

Q10 (4 marks): This proved to be a very challenging question. Guessed
scenarios were in abundance and many key words seemed not to be known.
Question (a), targeting the word “reorpacdunn” provided a number of incorrect
answers, and “rps3Has” - key to correctly answering (b) was not widely known.
(“Water” on its own was not deemed sufficient to warrant the mark.) For (c),
candidates needed to mention “drinks” to gain the mark. Unfortunately, the
answer “hot and cold water” was offered by some candidates, which did not
make complete sense and was therefore not accepted. There were a number of
acceptable answers to (d) and it was pleasing to see that the majority of
candidates could make an acceptable answer out of the cognates
“3KON0OrM4yecKom opraHmsaumn.”

Q11 (3 marks): The second of the crossover questions, this was generally well
answered. Answers B and D posed few problems for the candidates but some
chose E (weather) as their third answer, perhaps seeing “Bbl MOXeTe rynsTb B
napke” as inference.



Q12 (4 marks): This open response question attracted a wide range of quality of
answers. Most candidates scored a mark for (a). Answering (b) correctly proved
difficult for a large number of candidates. Some did not manage to correctly
identify “>xypHanuct” as “journalist” and others assumed “Mention two details”
meant that two jobs had to be given, then opting for “director or headteacher”
as the second. Very few candidates seemed to know “3HaMeHuUTbLIN" Or
“MexayHapoaHbiin”, but some were able to be awarded a mark for
“tanantamebln.” Question (c) was not well answered. Learner candidates
struggled with “o »xun3Hun 3a rpaHuuen”, where heritage candidates often found it
challenging to render “life abroad” into good English.

Again, it is essential for candidates to process the question before starting to

give their answer.
Section B

Questions 13 and 14 were in the target language and are crossover questions.
Candidates were generally more successful in answering Question 13, with 13
(a) and (d) being the most commonly correct and 13 (b) being the most
challenging. Many were unable to use linguistic clues or context to arrive at the
correct answer. Question 14 proved challenging for all but the most successful
candidates. This task required candidates to process what they heard,
understand inference and match what they heard with a description of what
people did to be “green”, inserting a proper name to complete the answer. A
small number of candidates had clearly not understood the rubric for these two
questions and attempted to answer either with words outside the choices they
were given or in English.

For this paper, candidates need to

- carefully read the questions

- be able to understand the questions in Russian and recognise linguistic clues
- have sound knowledge of core vocabulary

- listen to the whole rather than hone in on individual words

- identify cognates and familiar words in unfamiliar contexts

- recognise the use of tenses and time indicators

- pay attention to detail

- apply logic



