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Introduction
Section A (the short writing task) requires candidates to produce a short writing task
(25-50 words) of Russian in response to a choice of four questions that relate to both
of the prescribed themes (Media, Travel and Culture/Sport, Leisure and Work). The
task is assessed for Communication and Content (10 marks) and Knowledge and
Application of Language (10 marks) and is marked out of 20.
Section B (the longer writing task) requires candidates to produce a piece of extended
writing in Russian (at least 90 words). Candidates had to choose one of four possible
tasks that relate to both of the prescribed themes. Tasks offered candidates the
opportunity to narrate, express opinions and justify points of view. The task is
assessed for Communication and Content (15 marks), Knowledge and Application of
Language (10 marks) and Accuracy of language (5 marks) and is marked out of 30.
Any response that achieves a mark of 0 for Communication and Content will achieve 0
in the other sections of the mark scheme.
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Section A
Question 1(a)
Candidates were required to discuss which TV programmes they and their friends
watch. The second requirement of the task was to describe a recently watched
programme with opinions of this programme.
Successful responses fully embraced the requirements of the task with interesting
descriptions of a range of TV programmes. Vocabulary for types of programme was
well known although there was some confusion between программа and передача.
Some candidates failed to mention the programmes that their friends like to watch.
Stronger candidates gave good descriptions of recently watched programmes and
there was good use of the forms of нравиться. Less confident candidates listed
TV programme names in English without describing what these programmes
are. American sitcoms and Russian nature programmes were most frequently
described. Some candidates incorrectly gave summaries of films that they had
watched.  

Examiner Comments

The candidate has made a fair attempt to describe the programmes watched but has failed
to expand to meet the requirements of the task. There is no mention of what the candidate's
friends watch and the opinion of a recently watched programme is missed. The candidate
does give some description of the programme "Firefly" as being better than another
programme. The candidate also has the opinion that the candidate does not have friends like
those from the sitcom "Friends".
The candidate makes no use of tense.

Examiner Tip

Make sure that all elements of the task are dealt with.
Ensure evidence of more than one tense.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has made a good attempt
to deal with the task. There is evidence of
what the candidate actually watches and the
viewing preferences of a friend are included.
Some good opinion words are included
such as печально and забавно. Verb forms
are less secure with non agreeing forms
employed. There is no evidence of tense
knowledge.

Examiner Comments

The candidate has made an excellent
attempt to incorporate all of the
requirements of the task. It is clear to
read which programmes the candidate
and friends watch and there is mention
of which programme has been watched in
the past with an opinion. The candidate
shows evidence of being able to manipulate
language as well as employing an
appropriate range of vocabulary.

Examiner Tip

Include more than one tense.
Use the dictionary to check spelling of words
such as друг

Examiner Tip

Read through to check for phonetic errors
and use the dictionary to support language
manipulation.
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Question 1(b)
This question required candidates to give a description of their own home. The second
element required candidates to say where they wanted to live in the future with
reason for this decision.
There were many successful descriptions of home with details about rooms and/or
location of the house. Some candidates described other inhabitants of the home and
who shared rooms. Several candidates took on board the rubric to give descriptions
of homes generally in the UK. Less secure responses moved away from the topic to
describe town facilities.
Candidates used the future or conditional tense well to write about desired future
living plans. Reasons for choice ranged from simple but effective descriptions of
another town to explanations of the need for more space. Less successful responses
did not give reasons for the future planned living arrangements.

Examiner Comments

This candidate shows evidence of being able to go beyond a minimal response. The
candidate can clearly manipulate language and shows a good range of vocabulary.
No attempt is made to deal with the second bullet point so the candidate does not score for
use of tense.

Examiner Tip

Check spellings in a dictionary and beware the most common phonetic spelling errors.
Make sure that all elements of the question are answered.

6
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Examiner Comments

This script demonstrates that it is possible to score very high marks without total accuracy.
Accuracy is not marked in section A but application of language is.
The candidate has balanced the response equally between both of the elements and
successfully deals with both parts. The candidate is close to the upper word requirement.
An impressive range of structures for this section with impersonal forms, accurate
tenses and good use of adjectives.

Examiner Tip

Make sure that each section of the task is dealt with
and try to weight the response to each of these
sections.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate endeavours to deal with each section of the task. The
first section is given very much in list form. Listing does not allow for
knowledge and application of language marks to be full.
The second part is dealt with but less successfully manipulated languge
means that the meaning is not clear.

Examiner Tip

Try to avoid lists.
Check verb structures carefully.

8
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Question 1(c)
This was the most commonly answered question from Section A.
Candidates were required to write about sport or exercise that they and their friends
do. The second element required description of a sport that the candidate had done in
the past with reasons as to why they had done this sport.
The most successful responses adhered to the 25-50 word total which allowed for less
irrelevant material to be included. Some candidates gave information about diet which
was not required for this question. A large number of candidates did not mention
sports that their friends took part in and thus could not score maximum marks. The
majority of candidate use opinion words well to comment on which sports they liked
to take part in.
Successful responses to the second part gave time phrases to write about sport done
in the past ranging from «когдамнебыло8лет» to the more simple but equally valid
«всубботу».
The past tense was generally well formed but there were a surprising number of
responses that formed the past tense with the soft sign at the end. Some candidates
failed to mention the reason as to why they had done the sport.

Examiner Comments

A very full and detailed response to the
question. The candidate deals with the
requirements of the task in logical order.
Mature reasoning for having taken part
in gymnastics adds to the quality of the
response. The extra information given
supports the answer and the response is
very close to the 50 word target.

Examiner Tip

Stick as close as possible to the word
limit as this does not allow for irrelevant
information.
Follow the order of the question in the
response.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has read the task requirement carefully and shows evidence of responding to
it. The first line is irrelevant information and is discounted. The candidate is clearer in the
first part of the response. Incorrect use of dictionary leads to ambiguity and it is difficult to
understand the response to the second part.

Examiner Tip

Check verbs and when to use the infinitive form.
Make sure that correct items are taken from the dictionary. Schools should ensure that
relevant dictionary use has been practised.

10
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has endeavoured to deal with all elements of the task. The candidate shows
some ability to manipulate language to qualify the work. There is evidence of the ability to
manipulate verbs. Non-Cyrillic letter formation does not enhance the work and makes it more
difficult to read.

Examiner Tip

Ensure sufficient practice of letter formation.
Check work for common incorrectly formed
letters. There is a part of the marking
criteria that states whether a piece
is “pleasant to read”.
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Question 1(d)
This was the least commonly answered question from section A. Candidates were
required to give some details about themselves in response to a request to find work
experience. The second element required candidates to say what job they want to do
in the future with reasons for this decision.
The best answers gave relevant information with relevant register. Impressive
responses included previous experience and mentioned qualifications. Simple but
effective answers included interests and hobbies. Less secure responses did not
develop personal information beyond name and age.
The second part allowed candidates to use future or conditional tense responses.
The conditional tense was used frequently in this series. Candidates demonstrated
sound knowledge of job vocabulary and some candidates mentioned how they would
achieve this career goal. Reasons for job choice were well developed with descriptions
of future plans and financial security. Less competent answers did not develop the
reasons for the job choice and sometimes inappropriate tense usage meant that the
meaning was not communicated.

Examiner Comments

The candidate deals fully with the requirements of the task.
There is clear information about the candidate although physical
description may not be the first thing to include in a work email.
The second part is personal and interesting with good reasoning
given as to the choice of career. Good verb formation enhances
the work.

Examiner Tip

Balance the two parts of the response equally. There
is no reason to use overly ambitious language at this
level.

12
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has endeavoured to respond
to the task but has not given reasons as to
the choice of career. Incorrect manipulation
of language at times leads to breakdown in
communication. Using a dictionary to
check spellings of words would have been
of benefit.

Examiner Tip

Make sure that every part of the question
is dealt with. Check spellings of less secure
vocabulary in a dictionary. Ensure that more
than one tense is employed appropriately.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives a stronger response to the second element
of the task. It is clear what job the candidate wishes to do
and the reason for this. Incorrectly formed language and
inappropriate dictionary usage has resulted in a less convincing
response to the first requirement of the task. There is also some
irrelevancy in the first part.

Examiner Tip

Balance the length of response to both parts of the
task to eradicate irrelevant points. Use a dictionary
appropriately.

14
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Question 2(a)
This question required candidates to describe a past shopping trip. The candidates
also had to describe what they had bought and if this was what they had intended to
do. The final part required candidates to describe what they would buy on a future
shopping expedition.
The most successful responses dealt with all elements of the task equally. There
were impressive descriptions of shopping centres and the journey to these places.
The most commonly bought items were items of clothing which allowed candidates
the opportunity to show adjectival knowledge. Candidates also described the actual
day and described café visits and reasons for the trip. Future tense usage was well
handled by the best responses which were expanded to write about where, what and
why.
Less successful responses did not balance the response or went too far off-task.
Less competent responses wrote about what they had bought only with minimal
description of the trip and of future shopping plans. There was evidence of candidates
who mentioned that they had taken part in a different activity at the end of the day
and gave too much irrelevant detail to describe a visit to the cinema or how they
spent their birthday.
The most successful responses incorporated relevant tenses and applied more
complex structures. Candidates should beware listing the names of a range of shops
in English.
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Examiner Comments

A very competent and detailed response to the task. The candidate has
endeavoured to deal with each element of the question. An impressive range
of structures and vocabulary are supported by a very high level of accuracy.
The future purchase could have been expanded upon but the quality of the
remainder of the response makes up for this and is not an issue.
Try to give full answers to each part of the section. Using non repetitive
vocabulary and a range of tenses add to the knowledge of application
marks. Not exceeding the word limit is also of benefit to avoid irrelevant
information.

16
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives a good account of the shopping trip and
this is the strongest element of the response. The description
of a future shopping trip is unclear and the candidate spends
more time describing a visit to the cinema and this is irrelevant.
The candidate shows some good vocabulary knowledge but
is less secure in manipulating language and leads to some
inaccuracies.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that the response is relevant and answers the
requirements of the task. Check verb forms, especially
when two verbs are written together.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate makes a very good attempt
to deal with all requirements of the
task. There is good evidence of description
of what was actually bought and the
candidate deals successfully with the future
requirement of the task. The task would
benefit from smoother linking between
points. The candidate helpfully gives a
word count of 116 which is a little over the
requirement but is acceptable.

18
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Examiner Tip

Make sure that the response flows with
good linking words. Do not use tenses just
to show that you can. The language used
should support the response.

Question 2(b)
This was by far the most commonly answered question of section B. Candidates were
required to give preferences of means of transport when going on holiday. Candidates
were then expected to describe a past holiday and they had to include how they had
actually travelled on that holiday. Finally, candidates had to write about their plans for
a future holiday.
The nature of this task led candidates to use a range of tenses and give opinions. The
most successful responses took all of this on board and demonstrated sound tense
understanding and a wide range of holiday vocabulary. The best responses dealt with
the requirements of the task in order and started with the reasons as to why they
liked to travel by various means. Aeroplane was the most commonly liked method
but other responses successfully described travel by car, train and boat. Impressive
answers then described a past holiday and ensured description of the actual journey
to access the most marks. The strongest answers then moved to writing about future
holiday plans and ensured sufficient description of this rather than a one sentence
add-on.
Less successful responses did not deal with all elements of the question. There was
evidence of generic holiday type essays which although well constructed did not
deal with the travel element of the question. Candidates had to describe travel with
opinions to access the full mark scheme. Less competent candidates struggled with
the future constructions of the verbs “to go”. Less competent responses also showed
less ability in giving reasons for choices.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives a good account of future holiday plans with
competent reasons for this choice, although some confusion
of tenses means ambiguity. The first part of the response
endeavours to deal with the travel preferences and the
description of a previous holiday. There is some confusion in this
part of the response and it would have benefitted from planning
out where the information was to be given.

Examiner Tip

Prepare a short plan to help with the sequencing of
the response. Check over your work, looking at verb
formation in particular. Do not confuse past tense
formation with future.

20
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Examiner Comments

The candidate scores most for the description of a previous holiday
and the inaccuracy does not impede communication of this. The lack
of successful manipulation of the future part of the response leads to
some ambiguity. There is no evidence of a response to the element
relating to preferences of travel. The candidate demonstrates some
confusion of Cyrillic letters and this especially leads to breakdown in
use of the future tense.

Examiner Tip

Ensure you respond to all elements of the task. Check
work carefully for incorrectly used letters.
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Examiner Comments

A very impressive response that deals with all parts of
the question equally. It is clearly sequenced and easy to
follow. The candidate gives mature reasons for choices and
generally demonstrates a very suitable range of vocabulary
and structures. The response does not have any irrelevant
information as the candidate tries to stay close to the word
limit.

Examiner Tip

Structure your work logically and follow the pattern of
the question.
Stick closely to the word limit.
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Question 2(c)
This was the second most commonly answered question of section B. Candidates had
to describe what, in their opinion, constitutes a healthy lifestyle. Candidates were then
required to expand and say how they had lead a healthy lifestyle in the past and what
they intended to do in the future. Candidates were required to use all tenses to give
the best responses.
The best responses dealt with all sections of the response sequentially. There
were some very impressive definitions of what a healthy lifestyle involves. Strong
candidates showed good evidence of vocabulary knowledge across food and diet,
exercise and sport and avoiding tobacco, alcohol and drugs. Other strong responses
described the need to sleep regularly and to have a regimented daily routine. Stronger
candidates described their past efforts to maintain a healthy lifestyle with descriptions
of sport done in the past, with changes to diet and efforts to avoid sugary products
and admissions of smoking in the past. The best responses were where candidates
had equal weighting to the future plans rather than seeing this as an add-on sentence
at the end.
Less competent candidates did not develop each of the parts of the question and
spent a lot of time focussing on one element, most commonly the past. There were
incidences of candidates writing word for word the answer that they had produced in
section A question c). This did not answer the Section B question. Weaker candidates
struggled with tense formation and struggled especially with effective communication
of the verb “to eat”.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate deals very competently with the definition of what
a healthy lifestyle is. There is evidence of an appropriate range
of vocabulary although accuracy is at times more erratic. The
candidate is less secure in describing what has been done in the
past and reverts to present tense very soon into dealing with this
part of the question. The future element is dealt with competently
although there is a lack of focus on this part of the response.
Plan work to ensure that all parts of the task are dealt with equally.

Examiner Tip

Make sure that essay type phrases do not detract from
the actual content. It is good to use essay phrases but
they must be appropriate.

24
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Examiner Comments

This candidate gives a minimal response to the task. There is
very little evidence of each part of the task with a reference
to what a healthy lifestyle is and a sport that is played. Very
inaccurate language does not allow competent application
to take place. Candidates should beware trying to translate
thoughts from English with use of a dictionary.

Examiner Tip

If a task seems more complex then keep to simple
vocabulary and structures as this will allow for a more
generous application of the mark scheme.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives a competent response to the task. There is
good explanation given of what the candidate has done in the
past and the reasons for this. The responses to the definition of
a healthy lifestyle and what the candidate will do in the future
are less developed although they are there. The candidate infers
what a healthy lifestyle is and tries to introduce the topic well.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that all elements of the task are given equal
weighting. Check for spelling forms in the dictionary.

26
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Question 2(d)
This was the least commonly answered question of Section B. Candidates were
required to describe an event that they had helped to organise with an analysis of the
success of the event. Candidates then had to describe an event that they planned to
organise in the future.
The strongest answers dealt with each element of the task and gave equal weighting
to each part. Events described ranged from charity concert events to school sporting
events to birthday parties. The best responses demonstrated a sufficient range of
vocabulary and used tenses appropriately. The strongest candidates gave good
reasons as to how they assessed the success of the event as this was a harder
concept to deal with. Impressive use of the verb «надеяться allowed for expansion
and reasons.
Candidates scored less well on this question when the response lacked clarity. There
were several examples of candidates who gave generic event style essays with no
reference at all to the organisational element of the event. Taking part in a sports day
did not answer the question. Candidates must be reminded to answer the question. In
cases where the candidates did not answer the question, the marks for knowledge and
application of language were lower as the vocabulary was sometimes inappropriate to
the task.

Examiner Comments

Incorrect use of the dictionary has lead to a breakdown in communication in this response.
The candidate would have benefited from planning the essay and keeping to more simple
structures and vocabulary.

Examiner Tip

Do not overuse the dictionary. If the candidate has to look up too many words then they are
answering the wrong question. Do not be afraid to keep it simple and effective.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate makes some attempt to link the piece into a whole but
inappropriately manipulated language leads to ambiguity and irrelevance.
The candidate does not make it clear whether an event was organised or
taken part in. The candidate does communicate that the day was enjoyable.
Frequent incorrect verb structures do not show the ability to manipulate
language and lead to inaccuracy.

Examiner Tip

Check through work to review verb forms and correct vocabulary.

28
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Examiner Comments

An impressive response to the task with all elements dealt
with clearly and well. The candidate uses a very good range of
vocabulary and structure to enhance the response. The word
limit is exceeded but this is not detrimental to the quality of the
work. Verbs are employed accurately throughout and there is no
ambiguity.

Examiner Tip

Check back to the actual question to make sure that all parts
are being given equal weighting.
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Paper Summary
There was evidence that the majority of candidates were well prepared for the
requirements of the exam. There was some evidence of candidates who did not seem
to have had sufficient practice of task types but this was rare.
Candidates are encouraged to consider the word total expected for each task. Many
candidates wrote far in excess of 25-50 words in response to Section A but this
can have a detrimental effect in that focus and specific response to the task can be
affected with irrelevancy and ambiguity becoming more common.
There were a range of very impressive responses to the tasks. Candidates at the top
end of the ability range showed evidence in a wide range of grammatical structures as
well as sophisticated language and competent giving of opinions. Stronger candidates
employ impressive idiomatic structures to support their responses rather than trying to
shoehorn more ambitious language in to the response.
Candidates showed some impressive use of dictionary to support responses although
some candidates could have had more rigorous dictionary practice to ensure
understanding of the differences between lexical items. Candidates also need to be
able to adapt items from the basic dictionary form (this is especially true in verbal
structures).
The majority of candidates were clear on the need and importance of using a range
of appropriate tenses. Most candidates were also clear on the need to present and
back up opinions in order to access the full range of marks. Some candidates do
disadvantage themselves by not applying a sufficiently wide use of verbs.
There continues to be evidence of candidates who can demonstrate sound knowledge
of Russian but whose main language is a different Slavonic language. There were
cases of responses in Ukrainian, Serbian, Bulgarian and Polish amongst others. The
work by these candidates is often highly influenced by the mother tongue and marks
for accuracy in section B can suffer as a result. 2014 had a high number of candiadtes
from Latvia and Lithuania. Some mother tongue influence from these candidates
impeded knowledge and application of language marks.
There continues to be some confusion between certain Cyrillic letters such as а and о,
б and в, з and с, ы and и, и and у, ч and ш, п and р. There is also overuse of the soft
sign especially in past tense constructions.
Some candidates did not read the specific requirements of the questions and misread
the task in some cases. Well prepared candidates either ticked the elements of the
question or made essay plans which helped to focus on the requirements.
The past tense is the most successfully employed tense though less secure in the
plural form. There was some evidence of the soft sign being deployed as a past tense
ending. The majority of candidates are secure in using the first person singular of the
present tense but there are some problems in formation of first person plural and third
person. The future tense is well used by stronger candidates but less secure for less
competent candidates who use the correct буду but combine this with first person
form of present tense verbs or, more frequently, masculine form past tense endings.
The verb “to go” continues to be problematic with ехать being used most frequently.
This verb is also frequently incorrectly structured in the future tense.
Stronger candidates use case ending successfully with prepositional, instrumental and
genitive being most accurately employed. The accusative case is more problematic for
less competent candidates.
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Adjectival agreements in the nominative were generally secure in masculine and
feminine singular formation but less secure in the plural form. Adverbs were used
by less competent candidates in place of adjectives. Stronger candidates used
comparative and superlative forms appropriately to back up their arguments. Case
endings of adjectives were less secure.
There was some good evidence of connectives and essay type phrases to enhance
performance. Taught candidates show evidence of being well prepared in introductory
essay phrases.

Tips for candidates
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•

Read all rubric carefully

•

Avoid spending too long writing an excessively long answer for Section A.

•

Make sure that the answer to Section B is at least 90 words - shorter answers will
result in fewer marks being awarded for knowledge and application of language
and for accuracy

•

Make sure that the dictionary is employed appropriately

•

Make sure to cross the correct “question answered” box

•

Beware of writing a generic essay which does not fully address the question
in Section B

•

Ensure you answer all required questions. Some candidates write responses which
incorporate elements from each of the questions.

•

Candidates must include past and future tenses in their answer to access the
higher mark bands

•

Check verbs endings carefully

•

Check spellings carefully   

•

Consider handwritten form of letters

•

In Section A make sure that both bullet points are addressed

•

Remember that a mark of zero for communication and content will mean a mark
of zero for knowledge and application of language and for accuracy
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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