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Introduction
Section A requires candidates to produce a short writing task in Russian (25-50 words) in
response to a choice of four questions that relate to both of the prescribed themes (Media,
Travel and Culture/Sport, Leisure and Work). The task is assessed for Communication and
Content (10 marks) and Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks). Section B (the
longer writing task) requires candidates to produce a piece of extended writing in Russian
(at least 90 words). Candidates had to choose one of four possible tasks that relate to both
of the prescribed themes. Tasks offered candidates the opportunity to narrate, express
opinions and justify points of view. The task is assessed for Communication and Content
(15 marks), Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks) and Accuracy of Language (5
marks) and is marked out of 30. Any response that achieves a mark of 0 for Communication
and Content will achieve 0 in the other sections of the mark scheme.
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Question 1 (a)
Candidates were required to talk about a party that they had attended in the past. They
had to mention the reason for the party and where the party had taken place. The second
requirement of the task was to give an opinion on whether the candidate prefers parties
with friends or with families. This gave candidates the opportunity to use a range of opinion
vocabulary with use of нравиться or любить.
The most successful responses fully embraced all of the required elements of the task with
interesting opinions on the reason for a party. The most common reasons were for birthday
celebrations or end of academic year celebrations. Vocabulary for the task was generally
well produced.
Some candidates failed to give full details of their opinions of who to spend a party with
and did not mention both друзья and семья. Such responses scored lower marks for
communication and content.
Stronger candidates gave full descriptions of the party with good use of the past tense.
Some candidates did not answer the question directly and described a future party or wrote
an invitation to a party.
Less confident candidates used the dictionary inappropriately and used the incorrect
партия to talk about a social gathering.

w
Examiner Comments

The candidate has clearly and fully addressed all
elements of the question. There is no doubt as to
the reason for the party and the short description
of the location is sufficient. The candidate has
mentioned a preference for parties with friends
and has mentioned family as well. A full response.
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Examiner Tip

Try to stick to the 25-50 word limit as
this focuses the answer and does not
allow for irrelevance or ambiguity to
enter the test.
Consider presentation as this
candidate has done.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has clear ability to manipulate
Russian and has an impressive range of
vocabulary and structure. The candidate scores
full marks for knowledge and application of
language.

Examiner Tip

Tick the parts of the question that have
to be answered. Make sure that your
response deals with these elements.

The candidate has not addressed the requirement
of the task and has failed to give a reason for the
party and where it took place. It is unclear as to
whether the person prefers to spend time at a
party with family or friends.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has successfully dealt
with each requirement of the task. The
inaccuracy of grammar and spelling
do not hinder the understanding. The
candidate scores well for
communication and content although
the response is not easy to read and
can be classed as overly ambitious.
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Examiner Tip

Check spelling of longer or more
complex vocabulary in a dictionary.
This is allowed in the written section of
the exam.

Question 1 (b)
This was the most popular question from Section A. Candidates were required to talk about
their town, saying what they like and dislike about that town. The second requirement of the
task was for candidates to say where they will live in the future with a suitable reason for
this choice. Candidates showed good ability to use a range of opinion vocabulary with use of
нравиться or любить.
The most successful responses fully embraced all of the required elements of the task
with detailed descriptions of the good and bad points of the town. The most common
reasons for liking the town involved the facilities on offer or the fact that there were many
interesting things for visitors to visit. Negative opinions mentioned pollution or boredom as
the reasons to dislike the locations. Vocabulary for the task was generally well produced.
Some candidates failed to give their actual opinion of the town but simply mentioned
good and bad points. This did not allow for full application of the mark scheme for
communication and content.
Stronger candidates gave full description and justification with clear use of future tense and
valid reasons for a future choice of town. Some candidates said that their current town was
where they planned to live in the future as they liked it. Use of the conditional to express
future intention was acceptable. Such responses were rewarded with high marks for
communication and content.
A high number of candidates could not be awarded full marks for knowledge and
application of language as they did not form the future tense with буду with the first person
singular present tense of the verb, or by missed мягкий знак from the structure. This
showed evidence of lack of manipulation of language.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has dealt with every
element of the task. It is clear that the
candidate lives in Belfast, likes the
facilities on offer there and plans in
future to live in France because of the
tourist attractions.
The candidate demonstrates a good
variety of appropriate vocabulary and
structures with an attempt to use
more ambitious structures with some
success. Tenses are used correctly
and appropriately. The candidate is
generally at ease with subordination.
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Examiner Tip

Learn the correct use of the dative with
нравится.
Use a dictionary to check endings of
words.

Examiner Comments

The candidate has made a good
attempt to deal with all requirements
of the task. It is clear what they like
and dislike about their home town. The
second bullet point is less successfully
developed with fewer words leading
to an imbalance in the task. It is not
immediately clear as to why the
candidate intends to stay living in the
same town.
For knowledge and application of
language the candidate has clearly
shown evidence of a good variety of
appropriate vocabulary and structures.
The candidate has successfully used
ambitious structures and the use of
tenses is unambiguous.

Examiner Tip

Try to balance the response between both
requirements of the task.
Check formation of negative structures to
ensure that these are clearly flagged up.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has read the task but has not responded to
specifically what is being asked. It is clear where the candidate
lives but it is not clear as to what the candidate likes and
dislikes in the town. The list of facilities could have been tied
in to a positive. The location of the school is irrelevant.
The second part of the task is clearly answered with a simple
liking of Dubai and its weather being mentioned.
For knowledge and application of language the
candidate demonstrates an adequate range of vocabulary
and structure with correct formation of the future tense. The
syntax is correct in the short sentences produced.
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Examiner Tip

Check the specific
requirements of the task and
highlight the relevant details.
Make sure that what you
write is relevant to the task.

Question 1 (c)
This was a less commonly chosen question from Section A. Candidates were required to
give relevant details about themselves in applying for a course. The second requirement of
the task was for candidates to mention a course that they had previously followed with an
opinion on this course. Candidates showed good ability to use a range of vocabulary relating
to themselves.
The most successful responses fully embraced all of the required elements of the task
with detailed descriptions such as name, age, school subjects, interests and future plans.
Vocabulary for the task was generally well produced.
Some candidates failed to give relevant details and talked about family and pets. This
achieved some credit but not fully for communication and content as the information was
deemed less relevant to the choice of course.
Stronger candidates gave full description and justification with clear use of past tense and
valid opinions on a previous course of study. The most commonly used opinion vocabulary
included:
интересно, хорошо, полезно, трудно. Candidates who mentioned something that they
had previously studied in school were awarded for this. Mentioning a current course could
not be seen as an attempt to answer the second bullet point.
A surprisingly high number of candidates could not be awarded full marks due to misuse of
the dictionary. There was some confusion between the noun учёба and the verb изучать.

GCSE Russian 5RU04 01

11

Examiner Comments

The candidate has dealt with the requirements of the task
adequately but has not developed the information about
herself. The name and age are the only element of relevant
information given with the fact that the candidate likes to
study.

Examiner Tip

Check through the response
to ensure the fullest possible
answer.
Try to use a justification each
time that an opinion is given.

The second part of the question is dealt with more
succesfully as there is no doubt that the candidate has
previously studied English and enjoyed this.
There is evidence of a good variety of vocabulary and
structures with good attempts to use ambitious structures.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has dealt fully with the requirements of
the question with no ambiguity. The candidate is clearly
able to narrate, describe, express opinion and expand.
The response is coherent. The candidate has given
clear details about himself as well as fully describing a
previously attended course. The candidate scores full
marks for communication and content. For knowledge
and application of language the candidate shows a good
variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. The
attempt to use more ambitious structures is successful
and tenses are used without ambiguity. Overall, this is a
successfully written response.
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Examiner Tip

Try to make the response
relevant to your own life as
this will involve more familiar
vocabulary.
Use the verb tables in the
dictionary to verify correct forms.

Examiner Comments

The response has conveyed little
relevant information and there is
much omission from the response.
The response is fairly incoherent and is
rarely comprehensible.

Examiner Tip

Make sure that the dictionary is used
appropriately.
Plan out what you want to say in your
response.

From the response we are unclear as
to what the candidate has studied in
the past although we are aware that
they like computers and ICT.
Complete sentences are rarely used.
We can elicit that the candidate likes a
range of sports. The candidate is very
limited in the range of structures used
and has misused the dictionary.
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Question 1 (d)
This question was not commonly answered. Candidates were required in the first instance
to talk about their favourite sportsperson and give a reason for why this person is the most
admired. The second part of the question required candidates to talk about what the person
will do in the future.
The most commonly described sports people came from the world of football, tennis or
rugby. Most commonly were descriptions of Lionel Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo, Andy Murray,
Serena Williams or Rafael Nadal. More obscure sports people were also described.
The most successful responses dealt fully with the requirements of the task. Stronger
candidates made sure that they referred to why they liked their chosen person and did not
merely describe what the person does. Stronger candidates also used the future tense third
person to mention what the person will do in the future. Some used the conditional tense
appropriately.
Less strong responses missed out the future intention of the sportsperson or talked about
what they had done in the past.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has written a fully relevant and
detailed response to the task. It is clear that the
favourite sportsperson is a rugby player, with
reasons and justifications for this. For the second
part of the task the candidate has given relevant
future information with reasons for this and some
opinion. The response is above the 25-50 word
limit but does not move away from the question to
become irrelevant.

Examiner Tip

If going slightly above the intended
word limit, make sure that the
response still answers the elements of
the question.
If using non-Cyrillic script for a name,
use quotation marks. Do not write a
long list of non-Cyrillic names.

The knowledge and application of language is of
a high standard with a wide range of appropriate
vocabulary and structures. The candidate has used
correct syntax and used some ambitious language
for this level of response.

Examiner Comments

This is a fairly detailed response to the stimulus
with minor omissions. The response is relatively
clear and coherent with occasional lapses. It is
clear as to which sports person the candidate is
describing with simple reasons for this.
The future tense element of the stimulus is less
successfully developed and the unmanipulated
form of the infinitive when future is
required makes the ending less secure.
The candidate has made some attempt to expand
points with appropriate vocabulary and structures.

Examiner Tip

Check forms of verb endings for
the correct ending. Make sure
you only use the infinitive when
required to do so.
Make sure that reasons are given
when required.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has written a short
response which is lacking in relevant
detail. The reason for liking the
sportsperson is vague and ambiguous.
There is no evidence of an attempt to
deal with the second part of the task,
so no future element.
The knowledge and application of
language is limited by the short
response. The sentences employed are
predominantly short with no attempt
to use tenses.
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Examiner Tip

Ensure an attempt to respond to both
elements of the task is made, even
if the knowledge and application of
language marks will be lower.
Take care when using negative
structures not to make an ambiguous
answer.

Question 2 (a)
For this question candidates were required to write about a trip abroad which had been
won in a competition of some sort.
Candidates had to give an opinion on competitions in general and describe the places that
they had visited on the trip that they had won. Finally, candidates were required to talk
about a trip abroad in the future with the reasons for this trip.
The question guided candidates to use present, past and future tenses to give a full and
convincing response. A balanced essay scored the highest marks for communication and
content. The first requirement of the question often had less detail given.
The strongest responses dealt convincingly with all elements of the question. Strong
responses used the present tense to give opinions on competitions with many good
responses encouraging other people to take part. Several strong responses also described
exactly what they had done to win the competition. Strong responses also gave full
descriptions of the places that they had visited and avoided writing a generic holiday essay.
The best responses also gave full reasons for choosing a future holiday destination.
A wide range of vocabulary with adjectives and strong manipulation of tenses was evident
from stronger candidates.
Less convincing responses did not show evidence of a balanced essay and some candidates
failed to mention any aspect of the competition. A number of candidates described taking
part in a sporting competition with no reference to the prize being won. This meant that
some candidates could not score fully for communication and content as they failed to
mention relevant information.
Holiday vocabulary was generally well used and first person verb usage was sound.
Third person verb usage is less secure and there was significant evidence of a lack of
understanding of the case system.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has written a fully
detailed and relevant response to
the task. There is no ambiguity in the
response and it is well linked as a
whole. The candidate has dealt with
all elements of the task and, despite
re-ordering the required elements, has
produced a fully competent response.

Examiner Tip

Check that each element of the
question is answered.
Check that grammatical structures are
used consistently.

Knowledge and application of language
as well as accuracy are strongly used
throughout.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has attempted all
elements of the task. The response is
detailed and is clearly and coherently
written. The piece is linked well into a
whole. The candidate has developed
the point about a future trip and the
opinion of competitions well. The
description of the trip won is less well
developed with too much irrelevant
information given about a previous trip
to another destination.

Examiner Tip

Check that each element of the task is
dealt with equally.
Ensure that the response if fully
relevant to the task.

Knowledge and application of language
as well as accuracy is very strong.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has not responded to the set question. The
candidate has produced a generic essay describing a past
holiday with no reference to the competition that led to this
trip abroad. A reader would not be able to work out what
the question that led to this response was. There is minimal
reference to future intention.
The candidate is clearly able to produce and manipulate
competent Russian and is at ease with subordination
but the overriding impression is that of a lack of relevant
content and communication.
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Examiner Tip

Check that you have
responded to every part of
the question by setting up a
mini check list.
Check whether someone
reading your response would
be clear on what the actual
question had asked.

Question 2 (b)
For this question candidates were required to write about day trips that their school offers.
Candidates had to describe the opportunities for day trips with their school as well as
describing a day trip that they had spent with their school. Finally, candidates were required
to talk about a future day trip that they will participate in with a relevant reason for this
choice.
The question guided candidates to use present, past and future tenses to give a full and
convincing response. A balanced essay scored the highest marks for communication and
content.
The strongest responses dealt convincingly with all elements of the question. Strong
responses used the present tense to describe current trips offered by their schools. There
was an impressive range of trips described to cultural locations, sporting events and a day
trip abroad. Some responses stated that they could not currently participate in day trips due
to exam commitments.
Strong responses also gave a full description of a day out with convincing descriptions of the
destination. Some candidates described the destination using the present tense alongside
the past tense describing the date of the visit. This was rewarded. The best responses also
gave full reasons for choosing a future day out.
A wide range of vocabulary with adjectives to elaborate was evident from stronger
candidates. These candidates also used third person forms of verbs to expand the answers.
Less convincing responses did not show evidence of a balanced essay and some candidates
failed to give information about a day trip and instead described loner residential trips to
places such as China and America. A number of candidates described a day out with family
or friends with no reference to school which meant that candidates could not score fully for
communication and content as they failed to mention relevant information.
Trip and tourist destination vocabulary was generally well used and first person verb usage
was sound. Third person verb usage is less secure and there was significant evidence of a
lack of understanding of the case system.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has produced a detailed
response to the stimulus with minor
omissions. The response is clear and
coherent and is reasonably linked
into a whole. There is evidence of
description and opinion. The candidate
has at times been overly ambitious
with the finished response.

Examiner Tip

Use a dictionary to check spellings of
more unusual vocabulary.
Be in the habit of checking verb
structures, especially in the present
tense.

The candidate does demonstrate
a good variety of vocabulary and
structures with unambiguous use of
a range of tenses. There are a fair
number of errors in spellings and
language but communication overall is
unaffected.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has made an attempt
to complete most of the task although
there are omissions and irrelevancies.
The candidate can produce a response
that is beyond a minimal response with
evidence of expansion of ideas and
opinions.
The candidate tends to use shorter
sentences with many mistakes in use
of tenses. The accuracy of the piece is
limited with many basic errors which at
times impede communication.

Examiner Tip

Constantly refer back to the question
to ensure that it is being answered.
Check spellings in a dictionary.
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Examiner Comments

This is a very detailed and fully relevant response to the stimulus. The candidate
has written a coherent, unambiguous response that is pleasant to read.
There is a clear ability to narrate and expand and this is demonstrated in the
description of the outings on offer. The vocabulary and structures used are
wide ranging and there are examples of complex items. The candidate uses the
more complex language consistently. There is a clear ability to manipulate the
language and to produce longer, fluent sentences.

Examiner Tip

Use a range of tenses consistently
to guarantee maximum marks
for knowledge and application of
language.
Try to develop each of the required
bullet points to gain maximum marks
for communication and content.
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Question 2 (c)
For this question candidates were required to talk about leisure opportunities on offer at
local clubs.
Candidates had to say what they can do at local clubs as well as describe a recent visit to a
club. Finally, candidates were required to talk about what they will do on a future visit to a
club, with a relevant reason for this choice.
The question guided candidates to use present, past and future tenses to give a full and
convincing response. A balanced essay scored the highest marks for communication and
content. This question of Section B tended to produce the best set of balanced essays with
clear past, present and future events described.
The strongest responses dealt convincingly with all elements of the question. Strong
responses used the present tense to describe activities at local clubs with a lot of reference
to sporting clubs as well as to study clubs, cinema clubs, music clubs and some reference to
libraries.
Some candidates expanded this point by saying that they could not currently attend clubs
due to school commitments. Strong responses also described fully a recent visit to a club,
describing who they went with and what they had thought of this. The best responses also
gave full reasons for selecting a future visit to a club with convincing reasons for this choice.
A wide range of vocabulary with adjectives to elaborate was evident from stronger
candidates. Convincing use of first person forms of all tenses was also evident.
Less convincing responses did not show evidence of a balanced essay and some candidates
failed to give information about the clubs that were on offer and focused on one club only
or on a club offered by their school. A number of candidates described a visit to a night club
which was acceptable but there was often a lack of expansion relating to this.
Sporting and cultural vocabulary was generally well used and first person verb usage was
sound. Third person verb usage is less secure and there was significant evidence of a lack of
understanding of the case system.
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Examiner Comments

This is a fully detailed and relevant response despite
a slight imbalance with a longer response to the first
element. The candidate has expanded by using third
person to demonstrate more complex use of language.
There is no ambiguity in the response and the candidate
is clearly able to narrate, describe, express opinions and
expand. The piece is easy to follow and is very coherent.
The vocabulary and structures are appropriate and wide
ranging and tenses are applied consistently, including
appropriate use of the conditional. The work is clearly
very accurate.

Examiner Tip

Structure the essay to cover each point
of the stimulus.
Try to use more complex future forms
to gain full marks for knowledge and
application of language.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has responded to each part of
the stimulus but there is underdevelopment of
each point. The candidate has written a clear
and coherent response which is linked well into
a whole. The candidate is able to describe well in
addition to giving opinions and some expansion.
The response demonstrates a wide range of
appropriate vocabulary and structures, including
some complex items. The candidates is capable
of using more complex structures and different
tenses. This is a very accurate response with
high level spelling and manipulation of language.

Examiner Tip

Consider presentation to make the
piece more straightforward to read
back over. Alternate lines can be
helpful to add in extra information.
Check that the question is fully
addressed.
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Examiner Comments

Most of the task has been completed by the candidate with
relevant communication conveyed. There are some omissions
and some underdeveloped points. The candidate has not
developed the description of clubs in the area and the future
element of the response has not been extended sufficiently.
There is some evidence of opinions and expansion of ideas.
The candidate demonstrates an adequate range of vocabulary,
and syntax is correct in shorter sentences. There is some lack of
consistency in use of verbs.
Overall communication is unaffected despite a fair number of
errors, including some basic.

Examiner Tip

Check spellings of high frequency
vocabulary to check for inconsistent
application of Cyrillic lettering.
Ensure that the question has been
answered with a balanced response.
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Question 2 (d)
For this question candidates were required to talk about work experience on offer to young
people.
Candidates had to mention what type of jobs young people do for work experience as well
as describing a memorable day that they had spent on work experience. Finally, candidates
were required to write about what job they will do in the future with relevant reasons for
this choice. The question guided candidates to use present, past and future tenses to give a
full and convincing response. A balanced essay scored the highest marks for communication
and content.
The strongest responses dealt convincingly with all elements of the question. Strong
responses used the present tense to describe the jobs that young people do for work
experience with many good responses writing about a range of experiences that their
school provides. Several strong responses also stated that they enjoy working as it provides
a break from school routine and has led to a part-time job. Strong responses also described
fully a memorable day on work experience with convincing descriptions of what had made
this memorable. The best responses also gave full reasons for choosing their future career
choice with descriptions of how to achieve this aim.
A wide range of vocabulary with adjectives and convincing use of verbs to elaborate was
evident from stronger candidates.
Less convincing responses did not show evidence of a balanced essay and some candidates
failed to give information about a memorable day at work but simply described what they
had done in a generic work type response.
A number of candidates described tasks that they had done to help out at home or talked
about paper rounds and part-time work done by young people.
Such responses meant that candidates could not score fully for communication and content
as they failed to mention relevant information relating to experience.
Job and future plans programme vocabulary was generally well used and first person verb
usage was sound. Third person verb usage is less secure and there was significant evidence
of a lack of understanding of the case system.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate scores highly for communication and content as the response is
detailed and relevant to the stimulus. There is no ambiguity in the response and
the candidate shows sound ability to narrate, describe and express opinions. The
piece is coherent and linked. The candidate scores fewer marks for knowledge and
manipulation of language. There is evidence of correct syntax in shorter sentences
but some longer sentences where the syntax is less secure. There are examples
of subordination. The accuracy of the responses tends to be variable, the piece
is clearly more accurate than inaccurate and familiar language is correctly
manipulated. There are several errors which do not impede communication.

Examiner Tip

Read through the response carefully to
check tense formation. There should
never be anomalies between formations
of one tense.
Check phonetic spellings in a dictionary.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has made an attempt to complete most of
the task although there are omissions and irrelevancies.
The candidate has not fully grasped the requirement of
the task and has not fully described a memorable day
on work experience but rather describes a time when
(s)he looked after a neighbour’s cat. The candidate
can, however, produce a response that is beyond a
minimal response with evidence of expansion of ideas
and opinions. The vocabulary and structures produced
are appropriate and relevant and the candidate has
demonstrated a good level of accuracy throughout the
response even though it is not faultless.

Examiner Tip

Read back over the work to ensure that
the question has been dealt with fully.
Check case endings to accrue higher
marks for knowledge and application
of language.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has completed the majority of the
task with relevant information. The response is
comprehensible overall although there are some
lapses. The candidate is clearly capable of going
beyond a minimal response but does not fully
develop each of the required elements. The piece
is generally linked into a whole. The candidate
employs an adequate but predictable range of
vocabulary and structures and is clearly able to
produce correct syntax in shorter sentences. When
the candidate uses longer sentences the accuracy
of syntax is more variable. There is some lack of
consistency in tense usage. All in all the work is
more accurate than inaccurate.

Examiner Tip

Use a dictionary appropriately to
check spellings and verb endings.
Consider the accuracy of
transliterated names.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
•

Read the written response and gauge whether somebody could work out what the
actual question being asked was.

•

Use case endings with prepositional, instrumental and genitive being accurately
employed. The accusative case is more problematic for less competent candidates.

•

Be secure in using the first person singular of the present tense. Be aware of problems
in formation of first person plural and third person.

•

The future tense is well used by stronger candidates but less secure for less competent
candidates who use the correct буду but combine this with first person form of present
tense verbs.

•

Watch out for Cyrillic letters such as а and о, б and в, з and с, ы and и, и and у, ч and ш,
п and р. There is also overuse of the soft sign.

•

Read the specific requirements of the questions and not misread the task.

•

Well prepared candidates tick the elements of the question or make essay plans which
help to focus on the requirements.

•

Be careful if you speak other Slavonic languages, Ukrainian, Serbian, Bulgarian and
Polish, amongst others. Such candidates are often highly influenced by the mother
tongue and marks for accuracy in section B can suffer as a result.

•

Use a range of appropriate tenses.

•

Use the dictionary to support responses.

•

Candidates also need to be able to adapt items from the basic dictionary form (this is
especially true in verbal structures).

•

Consider the word total expected for each task.

•

Candidates should continue to evidence a wide range of grammatical structures as well
as sophisticated language and show competence of giving opinions.

•

Strong candidates employ impressive idiomatic structures to support their responses
rather than trying to shoehorn more ambitious language in to the response.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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