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Introduction

Introduction GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies Religious Studies A Paper 1a: Area of Study 1– Study of

Religion Option 1A – Catholic Christianity.

The paper contributes to 50% of the overall award.

The assessment consists of four questions: candidates must answer all four questions.

This area of study comprises an in-depth study of Catholic Christianity as a lived religion in the

United Kingdom and throughout the world.

There are four sections:

Beliefs and Teachings

Practices

Sources of Wisdom and Authority

Forms of Expression and Ways of Life

The details of the assessment content are provided in the specification.

Centres are to use this, rather than other published resources when planning the course content.

In some questions, marks are available for correct spelling, grammar and punctuation.

Please note:

AO: Assessment Objective

SPaG: Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
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Question 1(a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of three

marks

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example:

Outline 3 characteristics of God:

God is creator (1 mark)

God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of

information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)

Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)

Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

Bullet point 1.5 The Incarnation: Jesus as incarnate Son, the divine Word, both fully God and fully

human; the scriptural origins of this belief, including John 1:1–18 and its importance for

Catholics today. (bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the question.)

The question asked was:

"Outline three beliefs about the Incarnation."

Many candidates were able successfully to outline three details of the incarnation of Jesus. Some

candidates did not read the question carefully and gave three characteristics of Jesus.

The candidate receives three marks for outlining three correct beliefs about the incarnation.
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The three marks are given: one mark for each correct outline.

• Jesus is fully human (1)

• Jesus is fully divine (1)

• Jesus is the word become flesh (1)

Candidates should make sure they are familiar with the passages named in the specification.
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Question 1(b)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two ways are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks.

If three reasons are given the best two are chosen to mark.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.2

Biblical understandings of God as a Trinity of Persons: the nature and significance of God as a

Trinity of Persons, including reference to the baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:13–17); the

historical development of the doctrine of the Trinity, including reference to the First Council of

Nicaea and the First Council of Constantinople. (bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the

question.)

The question asked was:

"Explain two ways the baptism of Jesus shows God as a Trinity of Persons."

Many candidates were able to use the events in the baptism of Jesus to support the way they had

given.

Some candidates did not fully understand the question and used wider teachings about the

Trinity, such as Pentecost or the Creed.

This answer is given 4 marks because it gives two developed ways. The candidate uses events in

the Baptism of Jesus to support the way given.
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The answer has two developed ways.

Way One

• The Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in the form of a dove (1) developed by

• showing God as the Holy Spirit was present (1)

Way Two

• …a voice came from heaven belonging to the Father (1) developed by

• shows God as Father was present (1)

The candidate gives a source of wisdom but that is not needed in this answer.

Candidates should be familiar with the specification.
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Question 1(c)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two features are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom a quotes or examples. The development must be of the feature

given and to the question asked.

One of these then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must

support the feature given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it

does not gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

• The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word-for-word.

• If markers of candidate work in centres are unsure if the quote will be accepted, use a search

engine. Enter the gist of the paraphrase and ‘Bible’ or ‘Christian teaching’.

• If the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John – then

this can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct book.

• If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts ( John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase

can have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

• If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to

them, it is not awarded.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.6

The events in the Paschal Mystery: Catholic teachings about the life, death, resurrection and

ascension of Jesus, including reference to Luke 24; the redemptive efficacy of these events and

their significance for Catholics today.

(bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the question.)

The question asked was:

"Explain two features of the ascension of Jesus. In your answer you must refer to a source of

wisdom and authority."

Those candidates who knew about the ascension were able to explain two features. Most said

that it was witnessed by the disciples, that Jesus fully ascended and he is seated at the right hand

of the Father. Some used the words of the Nicene Creed as a sources of wisdom, whilst others

used it as a development.

A significant number of candidates did not give features of the ascension and instead wrote

about the Commission or The Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

The candidate gives two correct features and a relevant source of wisdom and authority.
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1st feature

• Jesus did not die (1)

• was taken up to Heaven to God (1)

2nd feature

• Jesus is said to be seated at the right hand of Father (1)

• showing all are equal (1)

• begotten.. seated at right hand of father (from the Creed) (1)

Be careful not to repeat development as a source of wisdom.
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Question 1(d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are assessed

on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the overall

mark.

The (d) question has a new mark scheme and the level marks have been awarded using this new

scheme.

Candidates were assessed on Section One. Bullet point 1.4 The significance of the Creation

account in understanding the nature of humanity: the nature and significance of the nature of

humanity being created in the image of God, including reference to Genesis 1–3 and divergent

understandings of humanity’s relationship with Creation (dominion and stewardship); the

implications of these beliefs for Catholics today. (bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the

question.)

The question asked was:

"The most important message of the Creation account is that humans have a special relationship

with the world.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

• refer to Catholic teachings

• reach a justified conclusion.

Many candidates knew humans have been given both stewardship and dominion over creation

and this makes them different from other living things.

The more successful candidates were able to link this to the creation account and being made in

the image of God, and being trusted to rule over creation. Some were able to use sources of

wisdom such as Pope Francis and Laudato Si’ as well, and also the work of CAFOD in its call for

climate action.

Many candidates responded noting that there are other more important things about the

Creation account such as the power of God, Adam and Eve’s temptation, and the Fall.

Some candidates did not read the question correctly and did not address ‘the most important

message’. Therefore, they did not answer the question fully, instead giving reasons for and

against having a special relationship with the world.

The specification is used to set examination questions. Candidates should be familiar with any

named biblical references that might be used in assessment.
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This response reaches Level 3, 9 marks, the highest mark within the level and 3 marks for

SPaG.

This is because there is "a good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of

reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a sound understanding of

religion and belief such as being made in God’s image and dominion".

This is counterbalanced with the natures of God being more important. In turn, this leads to

reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the analysis, leading to a partially-justified

conclusion.

The answer does have an attempt at appraisal but this is still limited to Level 3 because the

candidate has not fully-addressed the focus of the question. They have compared aspects of

the creation account, rather than evaluating them.

To reach Level 4 they would need to:

• Address the focus aspect of the question using reasoning to discuss different points of

view, underpinned by thorough understanding of religion and belief.

The candidate is given 3 marks for SPaG, which is the highest level because they:

• spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy

• use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall

• use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate
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This response is placed in Level 4, 10 marks, which is the lower end of the level, and given 3

marks for SPaG.

The response demonstrates:

• A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning

to discuss different points of view, underpinned by thorough understanding of religion

and belief. This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of arguments.

To achieve higher in the level the response would need to show:

• A deeper appraisal of arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with

the analysis.

The response is given 3 marks for SPaG, which is the highest level because they:

• spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy

• use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall

• use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate
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Question 2(a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.1

The sacramental nature of reality: Catholic teachings about how the whole of creation manifests

the presence of God; the meaning and effects of each of the seven sacraments, including

Catechism of the Catholic Church 1210–1211; the practice and symbolism of each sacrament;

how sacraments communicate the grace of God; divergent Christian attitudes to sacraments,

including reference to Orthodox and Protestant Christianity. (bold indicates the part of the bullet

assessed by the question.)

The question asked was:

"Outline three effects of the sacrament of confirmation."

This question was not particularly well-answered with many candidates simply outlining a feature

of the ceremony of confirmation – giving an event or a feature, not an effect.

Some candidates confused confirmation with reconciliation and communion, and wrote about

forgiveness of sin and how this allows a person to receive communion.
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The candidate receives 3 marks for outlining three correct effects of confirmation.

• 1st effect: makes the confirmed person a full member (1)

• 2nd effect: gives the person strength to live a Christian life (1)

• 3rd effect: allows the person to follow preisthood (1)

Write three separate sentences on three separate lines, to make your points clear.
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Question 2(b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices.

Bullet point 2.2

Liturgical worship within Catholic Christianity: the nature and significance of the Mass for

Catholics, including its structure and the Eucharist as the ‘source and summit of Christian

life’, with reference to Lumen Gentium paragraph 7; divergent Christian attitudes towards the

practice and meaning of liturgical worship, including its significance for Catholics and the less

structured worship in evangelical Christian denominations. (bold indicates the part of the bullet

assessed by the question.)

The question asked was:

"Explain two reasons why Mass is the source and summit of Christian life."

This question was answered successfully, with the majority of candidates being able to explain

two reasons why the Mass is the source and summit of Christian life, and a least one reason

being developed.

The most frequent answers included that it is a place where the bread and wine are consecrated

and it is a place to hear the word of God through the Liturgy of the Word.

This response has two developed reasons.
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The candidate receives 4 marks for giving two correct reasons, both developed.

1st reason

• brings closer to God (1) developed by

• the actual body of Christ (1)

2nd reason

• is a form of liturgical worship that is universal (1)

• developed by: provides a sense of community (1)
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Question 2(c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 2.8:

Catholic mission and evangelism: the history and significance of mission and evangelism for

Catholics; divergent ways this is put into practice by the Church and individual Catholics

locally, nationally and globally, and how this fulfils the commission of Jesus and teachings of

the Church, including Evangelii Gaudium Chapter 5. (bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by

the question.)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both

need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a

reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason

given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must

support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it

does not gain a second mark for the source.

The question asked was:

"Explain two ways the Church fulfils the commission of Jesus. In your answer you must refer to a

source of wisdom and authority."

Many candidates were able to link the commission of Jesus to the Church offering baptism and

spreading the Word through statements from the Pope etc.

Many weaker answers had no clear understanding of what the commission of Jesus was and gave

answers about how the local church helps people – eg food banks and charity work.

This is an example of a full-mark answer.

Note that the reference to the source of wisdom should be part of the answer.
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This response receives 5 marks.

It has two developed ways and a relevant source of wisdom and authority. The question is

looking for ways, not reasons.

1st Way

• by baptising believers (1) developed by

• initiates people into the faith (1)

• Jesus told them to "make disciples of many nations" (1)

2nd Way

• by evangelising (1)

• spreads the Gospel and religion (1)
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Question 2(d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two.

Bullet point 2.7

Catholic Social Teaching: how Catholic Social Teaching reflects the teaching to show love of

neighbour; Catholic teaching on justice, peace and reconciliation, Evangelii Gaudium paragraphs

182–237 – The inclusion of the poor in society; how these teachings might be reflected in the

lives of individual Catholics, including reference to Matthew 25:31–46 (the Parable of the Sheep

and Goats); the work of CAFOD, what it does and why. (bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed

by the question.)

The question asked was:

“Catholics should focus more on the inclusion of the poor in society.” Evaluate this statement

considering arguments for and against. In your response you must:

• refer to Catholic teachings

• reach a justified conclusion.

This question wants candidates to consider if Catholics should do more. Many candidates did not

address the 'more' aspect of the question. Other candidates argued for and against helping those

who are poor. Some often interpreted this as simply should Catholics help the poor, rather than

focussing on the inclusion of the poor.

There was a significant number of candidates who gave incorrect knowledge, such as Catholics

believe that the poor are being punished by God.

The responses that gained higher levels were able to evaluate why the poor needed inclusion and

contrast it with the work already being done by Catholics.

A significant number of responses did not read the question and used non-religious and other

Christian points of view that were not required by the question.
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The response reaches Level Three, 8 marks, which is the middle of the level because:

• It gives a good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning to discuss

different points of view, underpinned by a sound understanding of religion and belief.

It uses examples such as the Catholic Social Teaching and the Parable of the Sheep and

Goats, contrasted with they should instead build a relationship with God.

It gives a partially-justified conclusion.

To gain the higher mark within Level 3 the candidate would need to provide more reasoned

judgements which are more clearly-linked to the analysis.

Read all bullet points carefully and check what the question wants reference to, eg Catholic,

other Christians etc
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Question 3(a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority. Bullet point 3.4

The Second Vatican Council: the nature, history and importance of the council; the nature and

significance of the four key documents for the Church and for Catholic living: Dei Verbum,

Lumen Gentium, Sacrosanctum Concilium and Gaudium et Spes.

The question asked was:

"Outline three areas of focus in the Second Vatican Council."

This question was well-received with many candidates being able to give three areas. A small

number of candidates answered incorrectly that it allowed the Bible to be written in English.
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The candidate receives 3 marks for three correct outlines.

• Priest to face congregation (1)

• Mass changed from Latin (1)

• Including the laity more (1)

One mark is given for each way outlined – written in a full sentence.
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Question 3(b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority.

Bullet point 3.2 Interpretation of the Bible: Catholic interpretation of the Bible and understanding

of the meaning of inspiration; divergent interpretations of the authority of the Bible within

Christianity: the literal Word of God, the revealed Word of God and as source of guidance and

teaching, including 2 Timothy 3:16 and Catechism of the Catholic Church 105–108; the

implications of this for Catholics today.

(bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the question.)

The question asked candidates to:

"Explain two reasons why Catholics believe the Bible is a source of guidance and teaching."

A significant number of candidates had good knowledge and understanding of the Bible and how

Catholics use it as a source of guidance and teaching. Many were able to use examples to support

the reasons given, such as the Ten Commandments and parables.

A significant number of candidates stated incorrectly that Catholics view the Bible as the

literal/direct word of God.
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This candidate gives two short but developed reasons to achieve 4 marks.

1st Reason

• includes the Ten commandments (1) developed by

• learn and lead a good life (1)

2nd Reason

• states the Gospel (1) developed by

• people find hope in times of need (1)
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This is an example of two developed reasons: 4 marks.

1st Reason

• inspired word of God written by humans (1) developed by

• with God’s direct command (1)

2nd Reason

• Gospels write about Jesus' life (1) developed by

• with advice or commands such as 'love thy neighbour' (1)

Candidates need to know the divergent interpretations of the authority of the Bible within

Christianity.
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Question 3(c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority. Bullet point 3.6

The meaning of the four marks of the Church: the nature of the Church as one, holy, catholic and

apostolic, including reference to the Nicene Creed and the First Council of Constantinople; how

the marks may be understood in divergent ways within Christianity; why they are important for

Catholics today. (bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the question.)

The question asked:

"Explain two reasons why the Church is catholic. In your answer you must refer to a source of

wisdom and authority."

Many candidates were able to answer this using the term 'universal' and explaining the impact of

this universality to develop the reasons given. Others were able to support the reason given using

sources such as the Commission and the Creed.

Some candidates had not prepared for the question and provided a generic answer on the four

marks of the church. A significant number of candidates incorrectly described the Church as

being one.
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This is a full-mark answer.

The candidate receives 5 marks for two correct reasons that are developed and gives a

source of wisdom and authority.

1st Reason

• Catholicism spread all over the world by evangelism (1)

• Jesus said make disciples of all nations (1)

• as result there are Christians all over the world (1)

2nd Reason

• anyone can join Christianity (1)

• there are many rooms in my Father’s house (1)

Study each of the four marks of the Church individually, as well as collectively.
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Question 3(d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority.

Bullet point 3.5: The Church as the Body of Christ and the People of God: the nature and

significance of the Church as the Body of Christ and the People of God, including Romans

12:4–6 and 1 Corinthians 12; why the Church as the Body of Christ and the People of God is

important for Catholics today; divergent Christian attitudes towards these.

The question asked:

“All Christians should hold the same views about the Church as the body of Christ.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you must:

• refer to Catholic teachings

• refer to different Christian points of view

• reach a justified conclusion.

Candidates demonstrated very limited understanding of the Church as the body of Christ. Many

did not read the question correctly and simply wrote about the Eucharist and not the Church as

the body of Christ.

The question asked candidates to refer to different Christian points of view. Many candidates

were not able to do this correctly, stating that only Catholics believe in the body of Christ.

Q03(d) also has 3 SPaG marks available.
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The response reaches Level 2, 6 marks, which is the highest mark in that level, and 3 SPaG

marks.

It reaches Level 2 because it gives:

• A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments to discuss

different points of view, underpinned by limited understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to simple judgements, which have some links to the analysis, leading to a

conclusion with limited justification.

The answer does fully engage with the concept of the Church as the body of Christ but does

explore the problems of them all holding same beliefs within wider Christian beliefs.

To reach Level 3 the candidate would need to:

• provide a good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning to discuss

different points of view, underpinned by a correct and sound understanding of religion

and belief.

The candidate is given 3 marks for SPaG which is the highest level because they:

• spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy

• use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall

• use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate

Candidates should be familiar with the specification.

This is a top-end of Level 3 answer.

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 1A 41



42 GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 1A



GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 1A 43



The response reaches Level 3, 9 marks the highest mark within the level and 3 marks for

SPaG.

The candidate response reaches Level 3 because they:

• Provide a good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning to discuss

different points of view, underpinned by a sound understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the analysis, leading to a

partially justified conclusion.

To reach Level 4 they would need to:

• Discuss the focus aspect of the question more, using reasoning to discuss different

points of view, underpinned by thorough understanding of religion and belief.

The candidate receives 3 marks for SPaG which is the highest level because they:

• spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy

• use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall

• use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate
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Question 4(a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Forms of Expression of and Ways of Life.

Bullet point 4.4: The meaning and significance of paintings, fresco and drawings within

Catholicism with reference to two specific pieces and Catechism of the Catholic Church 2502–

2503: the divergent ways these are used to express belief by the artist and those who observe

the art, and the divergent ways in which paintings, frescos and drawings may be used in church

and other settings.

The question asked was:

"Outline three ways religious paintings might be used."

This question was answered well, with a significant number of candidates using examples such as

art within churches, to aid prayer, and to support understanding.
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The candidate gives three correct ways:

• to help in prayer (1)

• depict a Bible story (1)

• to worship (1)
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The candidate receives 3 marks for three correct ways:

• help understand Bible stories (1)

• to help picture who you are praying to (1)

• remember key stories (1)
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Question 4(b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Expression of and Ways of Life.

Bullet point 4.3 The meaning and significance of sacred objects, including sacred vessels,

sarcophagi, and hunger cloths within Catholicism: the way these are used to express belief,

including Catechism of the Catholic Church 1161, and the divergent ways in which they may be

used in church and other settings.

The question asked was:

"Explain two reasons why sarcophagi are significant to Catholics."

Those candidates who knew what a sarcophagus is, were able to explain why it is significant,

using reasons such as:

• holds bodies of former saints

• the detailing on the stone

• its use as a prayer aid

• a way to bring people together to remember – eg a sarcophagus generates tourism and helps

evangelism

A considerable number of candidates were unable to explain its significance and instead detailed

information about burial and Jesus rising from the dead.
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There are two correct and developed reasons – 4 marks.

Reason 1

• helps reflect on the buried person (1) developed by

• focus of prayer and meditation (1)

Reason 2

• covered in stories from the Bible (1) developed by

• helps them understand (1)
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Question 4(c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Expression of and Ways of Life. Bullet point 4.1:

The common and divergent forms of architecture, design and decoration of Catholic churches:

how they reflect belief, are used in, and contribute to, worship, including reference to the

Catechism of the Catholic Church 1179–1181. (bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the

question.)

The question asked was:

"Explain two reasons the design of a Catholic church is important. In your answer you must refer

to a source of wisdom and authority."

This question was well-received with many candidates being able to explain and develop at least

one reason why the design is important. Many used examples such as the design showed the

death of Jesus and developed this with the cruciform shape.

In this answer many candidates gave the development first and the reason followed.
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This response receives 4 marks for 2 developed reasons and a fifth mark for a source of

wisdom and authority.

Reason 1

• shows the greatness of God (1)

• statues and sculpture make it more aesthetically pleasing (1)

• … make visible the living church in this place (1)

Reason 2

• points for Catholics to understand their faith and pray (1)

• such as the baptismal font holds significant importance (1)
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This response has two developed reasons but is without a source of wisdom: 4 marks.

Reason 1

• reminds Catholic of Jesus' suffering (1)

• this is shown in the church having the shape of the cross (1)

Reason 2

• depicts Bible stories to help people learn (1)

• shown through stained glass windows (1)
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Question 4(d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Forms of Expression and Ways of Life: Bullet point

4.6: The purpose and use of symbolism and imagery in religious art: the cross, crucifix, fish,

ChiRho, dove, including Catechism of the Catholic Church 701, Eagle, Alpha and Omega, symbols

of the four evangelists; the way this symbolism is used to express belief, and the divergent

ways in which they may be used in church and other settings. (bold indicates the part of the

bullet assessed by the question.)

The question asked was:

“Symbolism and imagery in art are the best way to show belief.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

• refer to Catholic teachings

• refer to different Christian points of view

• reach a justified conclusion.

A noticeable number of candidates were able to use examples of art where imagery is shown

such as the Creation of Adam and evaluate how this helps to show belief.

Many were able to contrast the use of art creating the possibility of breaking the commandment

‘do not worship false idols’.

Some more knowledgeable candidates detailed the dangers of the symbolism and images being

misinterpreted and creating incorrect teaching.

Less-prepared candidates wrote isolated responses at Level 1 that often only referred to a

simplistic understanding of art in generic terms.
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The response reaches Level 4, 10 marks, which is the lower value in the level because it

gives:

• a sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning

to discuss different points of view, underpinned by thorough understanding of religion

and belief such as sacred art is beautiful and shows respect contrasted with the dangers

of it creating idol worship.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by some appraisal of arguments.

To achieve higher in Level 4 the candidate needed to give more sustained logical chains of

reasoning that link back to examine the symbols and imagery, not only art.

Candidates should write a brief plan to help structure the essay.
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Level 3, 7 marks.

The candidate gains Level 3 because:

• they deconstruct the religious information leading to an accurate understanding of

religion and belief.

• connections are made among many, but not all, of the elements in the question

• the candidate provides evidence suggesting the lowest mark of the level because

judgements are supported by limited appraisal of evidence, some of which may be

superficial, leading to a partially-justified conclusion.

The reason that it does not go beyond the lower of the Level 3 is because connections are

not as developed as they could be and detail in the opposing view is not deep enough to

move it up within the level.

Learn the whole of the specification, so there are no gaps in your knowledge.
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Paper Summary

Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Write only on the lines given for the question. The number of lines indicates how long the

answer should be. Answers written anywhere else will not be seen

• When answering the (a) items use three full sentences

• The source of wisdom offered to support answers in (c) items must be relevant to the

question and support the reason given

• The (d) items ask for evaluation after considering the evidence. The higher grades are

achieved if the evidence/reason given is 'considered' or appraised for its value as an

argument towards deciding the evaluation

• On (d) items the bullet points indicate the viewpoints that will be required in the answer

• Candidates should read the questions carefully, and answer the question asked fully

• Candidates should attempt every question
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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