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Introduction

Introduction GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies A Paper 1a: Area of Study 1 - Study of Religion
Option 1A - Catholic Christianity.

The paper contributes to 50% of the overall award.
The assessment consists of four questions: candidates must answer all four questions.

This area of study comprises an in-depth study of Catholic Christianity as a lived religion in
the United Kingdom and throughout the world.

There are four sections:

Beliefs and Teachings

Practices

Sources of Wisdom and Authority

Forms of Expression and Ways of Life

The details of the assessment content are provided in the specification.

Centres are to use this, rather than other published resources when planning the course
content.

In some questions, marks are available for correct spelling, grammar and punctuation —
SPaG

Please note: AO — Assessment Objective
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Question 1 (a)
Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of three
marks.

Bullet point 1.3 - Creation: the nature and significance of the biblical account of Creation,
including Genesis 1 - 3; and how it may be understood in divergent ways in Christianity,
including reference to literal and metaphorical interpretations; the significance of the
Creation account for Catholics in understanding the nature and characteristics of God,
especially as Creator, benevolent, omnipotent and eternal. (bold indicates the part of the
bullet assessed by the question.)

The question asked was: ‘Outline three ways the nature of God is shown in the Creation
account .’

Many candidates were able successfully to outline ways using characteristics such as
omnipotent, eternal, omniscient.
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Some candidates did not read the question carefully and either detailed the events of the
creation account or characteristics of God that did not link to the Creation account.

Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
Question 1: Beliefs and Teachings

1 (a) Outline three ways the nature of God is shown in the Creation account.
(3)
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate receives 3 marks for outlining correctly 3 ways the
nature of God is shown in the creation account.

..that he is omnibenevolent (1)
.. that he is omniscient (1)

.. that he is omnipotent (1)

.—"'_\.

A ResultsPlus
\J

Examiner Tip
Candidates need to read the question carefully to ensure that they are
answering the question set.
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks.

If three reasons are given the best two are chosen to reward.
Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.4:

The significance of the Creation account in understanding the nature of humanity: the nature
and significance of the nature of humanity being created in the image of God, including

reference to Genesis 1 - 3 and divergent understandings of humanity’s relationship with
Creation (dominion and stewardship); the implications of these beliefs for Catholics today.

(bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the question.)
The question asked was: Explain two beliefs about humanity’s relationship with Creation

Some candidates were able to make the link to dominion and stewardship, most being able
to explain one belief.

Many candidates did not fully-understand the question and made reference to humanity’s
relationship with God, eg free will and being made in his image.
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This is an example of an answer that is given 4 marks.

R
(b) Explain two beliefs about hmwmww

(4)

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two beliefs and develops them both:

Belief 1: humans have dominion over it (1) God gave us the freedom to
make decisions over it (1)

Belief 2: humans have stewardship (1) Responsibility as it is a gift from
God (1)

Total: 4 marks

(A ResultsPlus

\_} Examiner Tip

Candidates are advised to read the whole question to ensure they are
answering the question set.
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must
be of the reason given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development it does not gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

e The candidates do not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

e If markers of candidate work in centres are unsure if the quote will be accepted, use a
search engine. Enter the gist of the paraphrase and ‘Bible’ or ‘Christian teaching'.

¢ |f the candidate states that itis in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John -
then this can be awarded. We are not holding candidate to ‘verses' but it must be the
correct book.

¢ If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase
can have the mark and the bracketed reference is ignored.

¢ |f a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not accredited to
them, it is not awarded.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 1.1.

The Trinity: the nature and significance of the Trinity as expressed in the Nicene Creed;
the nature and significance of the oneness of God; the nature and significance of each of the
Persons individually: God as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; how this is reflected in worship
and belief in the life of a Catholic today.

(bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the question.)
The question asked was: Explain two beliefs about the Trinity found in the Nicene Creed.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Those candidates who knew the Nicene creed were able to answer this question with two
developed beliefs. Some used the words of the Nicene Creed as a source of wisdom, whilst
others used it as a development.

A significant number of candidates did not read the question and gave two developed beliefs
about the Trinity that were not in the Nicene Creed.

GCSE Religious Studies A 1TRA0 1A 8



(c) Explain two beliefs about the Trinity found in the Nicene Creed.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)

- One. beleg favind in e NIveNe  (reld Abovy e .. ..
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~ ResultsPlus

b/-----. Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two beliefs and develops them, and uses a source
of wisdom.

Belief 1: It is made up of three persons God the Father, the Son and
Holy Spirit (1) meaning that God is both one and three (1)

Belief 2: Jesus is of the same substance (1) Jesus is consubstantial with
the father (1) all persons of the Trinity are equal (1)

"' 'f \ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip
In a question that is based on a specific prayer, candidates should

make sure, if referring ‘to a source of wisdom’ as a development, that
they include a further source of wisdom.
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are
being assessed on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes
50% of the overall mark.

The (d) question has a new mark scheme and the level marks have been awarded using this
new scheme.

Candidates were assessed on Section one. Bullet point 1.6 The significance of the life, death,
resurrection and ascension of Jesus for Catholic beliefs about salvation and grace,
including John 3:10 - 21 and Acts 4:8 - 12; the implications and significance of these
events for Catholic practice today. (bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the
question.)

The question asked was: “Living a good life is essential to receive salvation .”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

* refer to Catholic teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

Many candidates knew that salvation was needed to enter heaven. The more successful
candidates were able to link this to the parable of the sheep and the goats and compare
practical actions, such as giving to charity, with prayer.

Many candidates responded with an answer of whether or not Christians should stop
suffering — giving a 'for' and 'against' suffering being humans' problem versus God's issue.
They therefore did not answer the question requirement about practical ways.

This is an example of a Level 3 answer.

Candidates should consider the arguments they give. 'This is a strong argument because..." in
many cases did not add anything to the answer.

In many answers candidates used a 'writing frame' without understanding what they were
trying to achieve.

GCSE Religious Studies A TRA0 1A 10



*(d) “Living a good life is essential to receive salvation.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
« refer to Catholic teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.

(15)
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< { ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments
The candidate is given 7 marks, which is the lowest mark in Level 3.

The response gives:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning
to discuss different points of view. This leads to reasoned judgements.

To be awarded Level Four the candidate would need to:

Provide reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with the
analysis.

The candidate receives 3 marks for SPaG: Consistent accuracies means
that a couple of spelling and punctuation inaccuracies are acceptable.

Rules of Grammar are used effectively for a GCSE student, which
means accurate use of sentences and paragraphs.

Level 3
Question: 7 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 10 marks

13 GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 1A



This is an example of a Level 4 answer.

GCSE Religious Studies A TRA0 1A 14



*(d) “Living a good life is essential to receive salvation.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must: 4+ = second. vakican =7 Pt b ‘9 Hoc ':3‘ We
« refer to Catholic teachings
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Examiner Comments

The candidate is given Level 4, 10 marks, which is the lower end of the
level, because it gives:

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
thorough understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments,

To achieve higher in the level the response would need to give a
deeper appraisal of arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is
consistent with the analysis.

The candidate is given 3 marks for SPaG:

Consistent accuracies means that a couple of spelling and punctuation
inaccuracies are acceptable.

Rules of Grammar used effectively for a GCSE student means accurate
use of sentences and paragraphs.

Level 4
Question: 10 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 13 marks

17 GCSE Religious Studies A 1RAO 1A



Question 2 (a)
Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices. Bullet point 2.7

Catholic Social Teaching: how Catholic Social Teaching reflects the teaching to show love of
neighbour; Catholic teaching on justice, peace and reconciliation, Evangelii Gaudium
paragraphs 182 - 237 - The inclusion of the poor in society; how these teachings might be
reflected in the lives of individual Catholics, including reference to Matthew 25:31 - 46 (the
Parable of the Sheep and Goats); the work of CAFOD, what it does and why.

(bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the question.)
The question asked was: Outline three ways CAFOD works to support others.

This question was generally well answered, with many candidates using examples such as
short term aid, long term aid.

Some candidates wrongly answered that CAFOD works to evangelise and persuade people to
believe in God. Some candidates also wrongly detailed that CAFOD runs food banks and soup
kitchens in England.

GCSE Religious Studies A TRA0 1A 18



This is an example of a 3-mark answer.

- ™ 32

Question 2: Practices

2 (a) Outline three ways CAFOD works to support others.
(3}
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: ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate successfully outlines three ways:

¢ helps others to help themselves (1)
e travel to war-torn countries to help (1)
e provide basic needs such as food, water etc (1)

TotaI: 3 marks

<§ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Put each outline on a new line.
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Question 2 (b)
Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices.

Bullet point 2.6 Pilgrimage: the nature, history and purpose of Catholic pilgrimage; the
significance of the places people go on pilgrimage; divergent Christian understandings about
whether pilgrimage is important for Christians today, with specific reference to Jerusalem,
Lourdes, Rome, Walsingham and the Catechism of the Catholic Church 2691 - 2696 (bold
indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the question.)

The question asked : Explain two purposes of pilgrimage for Catholics

This question was answered successfully by the majority of candidates, who were able to
explain two purposes of pilgrimage, with a least one purpose being developed.

GCSE Religious Studies A TRA0 1A 20



This is an example of a full-mark answer.

(b) Explain two purposes of pilgrimage for Catholics.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has explained two purposes:

e Purpose 1: to walk in Jesus' footsteps (1) Jesus went on pilgrimage to
Jerusalem therefore Catholics can the same (1)

e Purpose 2: to be cured from an illness (1) at Lourdes there have
been 70 verified miracles (1)

Total: 4 marks
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This example achieves 4 marks

The second paragraph is a developed purpose but is an example of how there is no need to
name a place of pilgrimage to receive marks.

(b) Explain two purposes of pilgrimage for Catholics.

GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 1A 22
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

The candidates gives two purposes:

e Purpose 1: to gain a deeper understanding of their faith (1) they can
learn more about the history of their faith and significance of these
places (1)

e Purpose 2: to be closer to God (1) the Catechism lists pilgrimage as a
place for prayer (1)

Total: 4 marks
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Question 2 (c)
Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Beliefs and Teachings. Bullet point 2.4:

Prayer as the ‘raising of hearts and minds to God'’: the nature and significance of different
types of prayer; the Lord’s Prayer, including Matthew 6:5 - 14, set (formulaic) prayers and
informal (extempore) prayer; when each type might be used and why; the importance of
prayer and the importance for Catholics of having different types of worship.

(bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the question.)

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and
both need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra
information, a reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must
be of the reason given and to the question asked.

The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must
support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as
development it does not gain a second mark for the source.

The question asked was: Explain two reasons why the Lord’s Prayer is important to Catholics.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Many candidates were able to explain the importance of the prayer, using reasons such as it
was given by Jesus and it is used in mass.

Many weaker answers simply used the Lord'’s prayer to state beliefs about God and as a
result did not fully answer the question. Some candidates confused the Lord’s prayer with
the Last Supper.

The candidate gives two developed reasons and uses a source.
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(c) Explain two reasons why the Lord’s Prayer is important to Catholics.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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Examiner Comments

e Reason 1: shows their belief in God (1) who art in heaven (1) renews
belief of eternal life in heaven after death (1)

e Reason 2: Catholics will be saved by God (1) deliver us from evil, God
has the right way (1)

Total: 5 marks
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| Examiner Tip
Centres having difficulty in finding sources of wisdom should refer to
the specification and/or previous mark schemes.
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Question 2 (d)
Candidates were assessed on Section Two.

Bullet point 2.2 The sacramental nature of reality: Catholic teachings about how the whole of
creation manifests the presence of God; the meaning and effects of each of the seven
sacraments, including Catechism of the Catholic Church 1210 - 1211; the practice and
symbolism of each sacrament; how sacraments communicate the grace of God; divergent
Christian attitudes to sacraments, including reference to Orthodox and Protestant
Christianity. (bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the question.)

The question asked was: “Seven sacraments are essential to lead a Christian life.” Evaluate
this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

* refer to Catholic teachings

* refer to different Christian points of view
* reach a justified conclusion.

This question wants candidates to compare if all seven sacraments are essential. Many
candidates did not address the 'seven' aspect of the question. Many candidates argued for
and against the sacraments being needed in general.

There was a significant number of candidates who gave incorrect knowledge of divergent
Christian attitudes to sacraments — such as the Church of England only has one sacrament.

This is an example of a Level 3 answer.
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(d) “Seven sacraments are essential to lead a Christian life.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
refer to Catholic teachings

refer to different Christian points of view
+ reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
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/'--". Examiner Comments
The candidate receives 8 marks, which is the middle mark in Level 3
because:

e thereis a good analysis of the statement, underpinned by sound
understanding of religion and belief

¢ this leads to reasoned judgements and a partially justified
conclusion

To be awarded Level Four the candidate would need to:

Provide a sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses
logical chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view,
underpinned by thorough understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with the
analysis.

Level 3

Total: 8 marks

r | 4
r.

ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Know different Christian view points as indicated on the specification.
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This is an example of a top Level 3 answer.

31

(d) “Seven sacraments are essential to lead a Christian life”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must;
» refer to Catholic teachings
« refer to different Christian points of view
« reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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L Examiner Comments
The candidate receives 9 marks, which is the top mark in Level 3,
because:

It gives:

e A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of
reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a sound
understanding of religion and belief.

e This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion

To be awarded Level Four the candidate would need to:

e Give a sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses
logical chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view,
underpinned by thorough understanding of religion and belief.
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority. Bullet point
3.1

The development and structure of the Bible as the revealed Word of God: the origins and
different literary forms of the Bible. The Old Testament: law, history, prophets, writings.
The New Testament: gospels, letters. Divergent Christian understandings about which books
should be within the Bible with reference to the Council of Trent. (bold indicates the part of the
bullet assessed by the question.)

The question asked was: Outline three different literary forms of the Bible.

This question was difficult for a significant number of candidates: many could outline one,
usually history or gospels. Many candidates simply outlined books of the Bible.

This is a full mark answer.

[

r N
I Question 3: Sources of Wisdom and Authority &

' 3 (a) Outline three different literary forms of the Bible.
(3)
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/--.‘: Examiner Comments

Three correct outlines:

e One form s letters (1)
e Another form is laws (1)
e Another form is History (1)

Total: 3 marks
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Question 3 (b)
Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority.

Bullet point 3.3

The magisterium of the Church: the meaning, function and importance of the magisterium
both conciliar and pontifical with reference to Catechism of the Catholic Church 100; the
magisterium as the living teaching office of the Church and authentic interpreter of the
affirmations of Scripture and Tradition, and why they are important for Catholics today.

The question asked was: Explain two reasons why Catholics see the Magisterium as the
teaching office of the Church.

A significant number of candidates had good knowledge and showed an understanding of
the Magisterium and its role as a teaching office.

Many were able to explain the role of the magisterium in providing guidance on modern day
issues.

A small number of candidates confused the role of the magisterium with the Second Vatican
council.

This is an example of a full-mark answer.
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(b) Explain two reasons why Catholics see the h;lagisterium as the teaching office of

the Church.
(4)
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e Reason 1: because it is guided by the Holy Spirit (1) allows the Pope
to speak infallibly without errors (1)

e Reason 2: it has the ability to interpret the bible on modern issues
(1) for example subjects like euthanasia (1)

Total: 4 marks
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Examiner Tip
Link examples to the reason given: this is a good form of development
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority. Bullet point
3.7 : Mary as a model of the Church: the significance of Mary as a model of the Church -
joined with Christ in the work of salvation, as a model of discipleship and as a model of faith
and charity, including Luke 1:26 - 39 and Catechism of the Catholic Church 963 - 975; the
implications of this teaching for Catholic life today.

The question asked: Explain two reasons why Catholics view Mary as a model of charity.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Some candidates provided developed reasons why Mary is a model of charity as detailed in
the mark scheme.

Some candidates confused Mary as a model of discipleship rather than as a model of charity.

This question saw many incorrect answers, with many saying that Mary sacrificed her only
son, agreed to Jesus' crucifixion, and performed the miracle at Cana.

This is an example of full marks. The candidate has given two reasons and a source of
wisdom.

37 GCSE Religious Studies A 1RAQ 1A



(c) Explain two reasons why Catholics view Mary as a model of charity.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
{5)
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e Reason 1: She gave up her life to pursue God's will (1) according to
your will (1) how we should obey God through helping others (1)

e Reason 2: Mary continues to pray for those who need it (1) provides
support for lots of people (1)

Total: 5 marks

Q} ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
|dentifying the two different changes/teachings/beliefs in two different
paragraphs is good practice
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Question 3 (d)
Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority.

Bullet point 3.2: | nterpretation of the Bible: Catholic interpretation of the Bible and
understanding of the meaning of inspiration; divergent interpretations of the
authority of the Bible within Christianity: the literal Word of God, the revealed Word of
God and as source of guidance and teaching, including 2 Timothy 3:16 and Catechism of
the Catholic Church 105 - 108; the implications of this for Catholics today.

The question asked:

“The Bible is the literal Word of God.” Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and
against.

In your response you must:

* refer to Catholic teachings

* refer to different Christian points of view
* reach a justified conclusion

Candidates were able to evaluate the different interpretations and support them with
reasons. However, some candidates confused the Christian groups — eg stating that
Catholics have literal view - which is incorrect and as a result the information that followed
that could not be credited.

The candidate is given 8 marks, the middle mark of Level 3
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*(d) “The Bible is the literal Word of God”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
refer to Catholic teachings
refer to different Christian points of view
reach a justified conclusion.
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This response gives:

e A good analysis of the statement. Underpinned by sound
understanding of religion and belief.

e This leads to reasoned judgements and a partially justified
conclusion.

To be awarded Level Four the candidate would need to:

Provide a sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses
logical chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view,
underpinned by thorough understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with the
analysis.

The candidate was awarded 3 for SPaG

Consistent accuracies means that a couple of spelling and punctuation
inaccuracies are acceptable.

Rules of Grammar used effectively for a GCSE student means accurate
use of sentences and paragraphs.

Question: 8 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 11 marks
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Question 4 (a)
Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Forms of Expression of and Ways of Life.
Bullet point 4.7:

The meaning and significance of drama: mystery plays, passion plays; the way drama is
used to express belief with reference to Catechism of the Catholic Church 2567, and the
divergent ways in which drama may be used in church and other settings. (bold indicates the
part of the bullet assessed by the question.)

The question asked was: Outline three ways drama is used to express belief.

This question was answered well with a significant number of candidates using examples
such as passion plays, mystery plays, movies and nativities. A small number of candidates did
not read the question and outlined why drama is used.

Three correct ways are given.
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s e

Question 4: Forms of Expression and Ways of Life

4 (a) Outline three ways drama is used to express belief.
(3)

......... 'F kfs'l' IGL’@P—Lﬁ;@é A, tﬁ&%‘ﬁ%;Nﬂm}\{E ﬁwk

becz;n ......... 'Hm::% ................... (‘ammcmnlns ........ OF... &b{mt fSl‘One::
____________ SMCL\Q.?.? +Lxe, hC?’CI"ULb

—l—hlrol JIH\{QQ‘&L\ ............. FqSSFanD\Q@S ....................................................................

N R R IR

waTereTatateTs
.

frratabitot,

\/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate is given 3 marks

e movies such as Noah's ark (1)
e enactments of biblical stories such as nativity (1)
e through passion plays (1)

Total: 3 marks
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Question 4 (b)
Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Expression of and Ways of Life.
Bullet point 4.3

The different internal features of a Catholic church, including reference to Catechism of the
Catholic Church 1182 - 1186: the meaning and significance of the lectern, altar, crucifix
and tabernacle and how they express the importance of redemption and facilitate
Catholic worship. (bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the question.)

The question asked was: Explain two ways the internal features of a Catholic church facilitate
worship.

A considerable number of candidates were able explain two features — the more able were
able to link them to how they facilitated worship. The most popular internal features were:
altar, lectern and tabernacle.

This is a full-mark answer

(b) Explain two ways the internal features of a Catholic church facilitate worship.
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Two correct ways:

e Way 1: the altar is the table of the Lord (1) a direct reminder of the
last supper (1)

e Way 2: stained glass windows have descriptions of the Bible (1)
helping people to visualise the stories (1)

Total: 4 marks

lf \ ResultsPlus
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Examiner Tip

Separate the reasons into two separate paragraphs
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Question 4 (c)
Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Expression of and Ways of Life. Bullet point 4.8:

The nature and use of traditional and contemporary styles of music in worship: hymns,
plainchant, psalms and worship songs, including reference to Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2641; the way different music is used to express belief and the divergent ways in
which it may be used in church (including the Mass) and other settings.

(bold indicates the part of the bullet assessed by the question.)
The question asked was: Explain two ways music is used to express belief about God.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Many candidates lacked sufficient knowledge of the way music expresses belief. They were
able to explain the different way music is used and different styles eg, traditional, modern
praise and worship but a significant number of candidates could not develop the points.
Some made good use of a source of authority such as 'when you sing you pray twice'.

This is a full-mark answer with two developed ways and a source of wisdom.
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(c) Explain two ways music is used to express belief about God.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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e Way 1: hymns are songs of praise sung during Mass (1) they create
an atmosphere of serenity for worship (1) Augustine said that when
we sing we pray twice (1)

e Way: Psalms are from the Bible put to music (1) express belief about
God because they are his inspired word (1)

Total: 5 marks
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Question 4 (d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Forms of Expression and Ways of Life: Bullet
point 4.3: The meaning and significance of sacred objects, including sacred vessels,
sarcophagi, and hunger cloths within Catholicism: the way these are used to express belief,
including Catechism of the Catholic Church 1161, and the divergent ways in which they
may be used in church and other settings.

The question asked was:

“Sacred objects should only be used within a church.” Evaluate this statement considering
arguments for and against.

In your response you must :
* refer to Catholic teachings
* reach a justified conclusion.

A noticeable amount of candidates did not have a clear understanding of what is classed as a
sacred object and, as a result, some of their answers showed a limited response to the
guestion set. Less-able candidates wrote isolated responses at Level 1 that often only
referred to a simplistic understanding of items used to celebrate Mass.

Those candidates who knew the role of scared objects were able to evaluate if they should be
used only in a church, using reasons such as dignity and respect as opposed to
evangelisation.

This is an example of a lower range Level 3 answer
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(d) “Sacred objects should only be used within a church.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must :
refer to Catholic teachings
reach a justified conclusion.
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The candidate receives 7 marks, which is the lowest mark in Level 3.

It gives:

e A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of
reasoning to discuss different points of view. This leads to reasoned
judgements.

To be awarded Level Four the candidate would need to:

Provide reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with the
analysis.

Level 3

Total: 7 marks

ResultsPlus
—_

Examiner Tip
Simply stating an argument is strong or weak does not necessarily
move a response to the next level.
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This is an example of a higher range level 3 answer.
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In your response you must :
+ refer to Catholic teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.
(12)
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The candidate has been awarded 9 marks which is top mark in Level 3
because:

It gives:

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a sound
understanding of religion and belief. This leads to reasoned
judgements which are clearly linked to the analysis, leading to a
partially justified conclusion

To be awarded Level Four the candidate would need to:

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
thorough understanding of religion and belief.

Level 3

Total: 9 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance this year, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Centres must teach to the specification, making sure candidates are prepared for all parts
of the bullet points in preparation for the questions

* In (a) questions, candidates should write three sentences containing one piece of
information in each. There is no need for development: it will not receive credit

* The 'explain’ questions require two developed points, however, candidates should also be
prepared to describe, where indicated on the specification

* The (d) items need an understanding of religion and belief, as well as the ability to evaluate
the arguments in order to reach a conclusion. Centres may wish to consider the
differentiation of teaching to enable some candidates of different abilities to concentrate on
learning the information needed, before embarking on the evaluation

+ Candidates should be directed to read the bullet points in the (d) questions and understand
that they guide them to which viewpoints they should be providing. Centres may wish to
consider identifying on the specification the different traditions/viewpoints within Christianity
identified that could be used to answer these questions. The diversity within the religion is
the key factor in appraising the arguments, and why do they not all agree
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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