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Topic of the Month
(August 2026)

Topic of the Month helps spark
discussion in Religious Studies at Key
Stages 4 and 5 by highlighting its
relevance today. Use the selected news
article and discussion prompts to
support your teaching.

Introduction

Steven TDW White / Shutterstock

This article relates to the recognition of Wesak (Vesak) in a global political context, highlighting

Buddhism’s cultural and spiritual significance.

(Read the full article and view the recording from Buddhistdoor Global)

Discussion prompts

» Doespublic celebration strengthen religious
identity?

« What Buddhist values are expressed during
Wesak (Vesak)?

» Cansecularauthoritiesimpact religious
observance?

*  Whyis community important in Buddhist
festivals?

« Shouldreligious activities take place in political
buildings?

« How canWesak (Vesak) be celebratedin
society?

Specificationlinks:

GCSE:

Festivals andretreats

Puja

Features of Buddhist places
of worship

The life of the Buddha

Alevel:

The life and work of the
Buddha

Sources of wisdom and
authority

The meaning and significance
of the three refuges

*Any views and opinions expressed through materials linked to this document are solely those of the

external provider. These views and opinions do not necessarily represent those of Pearson. Please be

aware that the link provided contains third party video content, which may contain advertisements.


https://www.buddhistdoor.net/news/white-house-hosts-buddhist-representatives-for-fifth-official-vesak-observance/
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