
GCSE Religious Studies 
Support and Guidance



Welcome to this 
session

This training is for teachers of the Pearson Edexcel Religious 
Studies and will explore the support, guidance and resources 
available to centres and how to access them.

We will: 

• explore the support and qualification services available for 
Pearson Edexcel Religious Studies

• learn how to book professional development events and 
access past events and materials

• explore the range of free teaching and learning resources 
available and where to find them

• look at some new teaching and learning resources focused on 
(d) item questions

• learn about optional paid-for resources available through 
Pearson Edexcel.
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Resources discussed in this event

• As well as signposted links to resources, on various slides you will notice the icon below, displayed 
in the top right corner of the screen:

• Clicking this icon, when it appears in pages of the PDF version of this presentation will take you 
directly to resources being discussed on the slide.
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Subject Advisor and 
qualification services



Subject Advisor Support
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Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here to 
support you throughout the year.

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor​

Sign up

Facebook page

teacher group

Email:       TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com​

Phone:     +44 (0) 344 463 2535 (Mon–Fri, 9:00–17:00)

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor on 
qualification news and support for your subject.

Follow our Facebook page and join the Pearson Edexcel Religious 
Studies teacher group for private, professional discussions managed by 
your Subject Advisor.

Religious Studies
Jenna Wyatt

https://outlook.office365.com/book/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pearsonedexcel
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelrs


Slide title to be 
added here
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Qualification Services
The following services are included as part of your qualification fees:

Access To Scripts
An online service that allows 
you to view and download 
your candidates' marked 
scripts. This tool offers 
transparency and insight into 
the marking process.

ResultsPlus
An online results analysis tool 
that provides a detailed 
breakdown of students' 
performance in our exams, 
helping you identify areas for 
improvement and track 
progress effectively. 

examWizard
An online resource bank of 
past paper questions and 
support materials, enabling 
you to create customised 
mock exams and tests 
tailored to your students' 
needs.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/examwizard.html


Pearson Edexcel’s 
Professional Development 
Academy (PDA)



Pearson Edexcel’s PD Academy

• Accessing the PD Academy

• Filtering content and booking events

• Viewing past training events and materials

• RS Professional Development calendar for 
2026-27



Accessing the PD Academy

Accessing the PDA• Open any web browser

• Type ‘Pearson Edexcel’ into the search bar

• From ‘Subjects’ choose ‘Religious Studies’

• Optionally Bookmark/favourite this page for later 
access

• Select a qualification and choose ‘Training’

• Click the PD Academy logo

• Choose ‘Secondary, FE and Work-based Learning 
UK’

• Optionally bookmark/favourite this page for later 
access

Useful links:
• Pearson Edexcel Qualifications Website
• GCSE Religious Studies A
• GCSE Religious Studies B
• A Level  Religious Studies
• Professional Development Academy (PD Academy)

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Religious%20Studies&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk


Filtering Content & Booking Events

Accessing the PDA• Open the PDA

• Choose ‘Secondary, FE and Work-based Learning 
UK’

• Select ‘Religious Studies’ from the ‘Subject’ drop 
down menu

• If you want to specify a ‘Level’ choose this in the drop 
down also

• To book a live event, select the event you wish to 
attend, then choose Register/Sign in

• If prompted, sign in using your Username and 
Password or Sign in with Microsoft to complete your 
booking

Useful Links:

• PD Events for GCSE Religious Studies (& Entry Level 
Certificate)

• PD Events for A Level Religious Studies

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Religious%20Studies&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BdetailLevel%5D%5B0%5D=Key%20Stage%204&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Religious%20Studies&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BdetailLevel%5D%5B0%5D=Key%20Stage%204&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Religious%20Studies&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BdetailLevel%5D%5B0%5D=Key%20Stage%204&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Religious%20Studies&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BdetailLevel%5D%5B0%5D=Key%20Stage%205&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Religious%20Studies&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BdetailLevel%5D%5B0%5D=Key%20Stage%205&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Religious%20Studies&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk


Viewing Past Training Events and Materials

• Find the Subject and Level you wish to access the 
Training Playlist for, from the PDA

• To view the recordings open the Training Playlist for 
GCSE Religious Studies A or B or A Level Religious 
Studies

• From here you can choose to open the playlist to 
explore recordings

• You can also choose to download the 
accompanying delegate materials, from the 
teaching and learning area of the ‘qualifications’ 
website.

Useful Links:
• GCSE Religious Studies A Recordings
• GCSE Religious Studies A Delegate Materials
• GCSE Religious Studies B Recordings
• GCSE Religious Studies B Delegate Materials
• A Level Religious Studies Recordings
• A Level Religious Studies Delegate Materials

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDCjrHQzo3QE&si=-6qGVlm5-kq1Y_F1
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDCjrHQzo3QE&si=-6qGVlm5-kq1Y_F1
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSXc59WxGMJA&si=5pegyoIWm2IJjlOQ
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSXc59WxGMJA&si=5pegyoIWm2IJjlOQ
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM1Q-rYpi68w
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM1Q-rYpi68w
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Religious%20Studies&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk


Course Date and Time Booking link

GCSE Religious Studies A: Exam Insights Summer 
2026

12 October 2026 at 
16:30 – 18:00 BST

https://pearson.cventevents.com/Y
0byl0 

GCSE Religious Studies B: Exam Insights Summer 
2026

15 October 2026 at 
16:30 – 18:00 BST

https://pearson.cventevents.com/V
2X8mK 

GCSE Religious Studies: Marking Live 23 November 2026 at 
16:30 – 18:00 GMT

https://pearson.cventevents.com/z
dXD41 

GCSE Religious Studies B: Christianity – Insight 
into the Teaching of Matters of Life and Death

07 December 2026 at 
16:30 – 18:00 GMT

https://pearson.cventevents.com/
DdW33q 

GCSE Religious Studies: Judaism – Insight into the 
Teaching of Jewish Practices / Living the Jewish 
life

22 February 2027 at 
16:30 – 18:00 GMT

https://pearson.cventevents.com/r
EMeqE 

GCSE Religious Studies B: Islam – Insight into the 
Teaching of Crime and Punishment

29 June 2027 at 16:30 – 
18:00 BST

https://pearson.cventevents.com/1
WPya9 

RS Professional Development Calendar for 2026-27
A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://pearson.cventevents.com/Y0byl0
https://pearson.cventevents.com/Y0byl0
https://pearson.cventevents.com/V2X8mK
https://pearson.cventevents.com/V2X8mK
https://pearson.cventevents.com/zdXD41
https://pearson.cventevents.com/zdXD41
https://pearson.cventevents.com/DdW33q
https://pearson.cventevents.com/DdW33q
https://pearson.cventevents.com/rEMeqE
https://pearson.cventevents.com/rEMeqE
https://pearson.cventevents.com/1WPya9
https://pearson.cventevents.com/1WPya9
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Religious%20Studies&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
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Find out more​

For more professional 
development courses please 
see Pearson’s Professional 
Development Academy​.

Following this event, you will 
receive a survey to share your 
thoughts about the session. 
Please let us know what you’d 
like to see more of and what 
areas could be improved.​

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


How to access our Free 
Teaching and Learning 
Materials



How to access our Free Teaching and Learning Materials

• Open the qualifications page for GCSE Religious 
Studies (A or B) or A Level Religious Studies

• From ‘Course materials’ choose Teaching and 
learning materials

• Under ‘Content Type’, show more and choose the 
materials which you would like to access (e.g. 
Exemplar material)

Useful Links:

• Pearson Edexcel Qualifications Website

• GCSE Religious Studies A - Exemplar materials

• GCSE Religious Studies B - Exemplar materials

• A Level  Religious Studies - Exemplar materials

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material


Key documents for new 
centres



GCSE Religious Studies A: Getting started 

• GCSE RS A: Specification 

• GCSE RS A: Getting started teachers guide

• GCSE RS A: Schemes of work

• GCSE RS A: Past training (Including New to Edexcel)

• Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

• Sign up for Subject Update 

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/specification-gcse-l1-l2-religious-studies-a-june-2016-draft-4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/specification-gcse-l1-l2-religious-studies-a-june-2016-draft-4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/getting-started-teacher-guide-gcse-religious-studies-specification-a.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/getting-started-teacher-guide-gcse-religious-studies-specification-a.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FScheme-of-work
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FScheme-of-work
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://outlook.office365.com/book/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://outlook.office365.com/book/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.html


GCSE Religious Studies B: Getting started 

• GCSE RS B: Specification 

• GCSE RS B: Getting started teachers guide

• GCSE RS B: Schemes of work

• GCSE RS B: Past training (Including New to Edexcel)

• Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

• Sign up for Subject Update 

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/specification-gcse-l1-l2-religious-studies-b-june-2016-draft-4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/specification-gcse-l1-l2-religious-studies-b-june-2016-draft-4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/getting-started-gcse-religious-studies-specification-b.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/getting-started-gcse-religious-studies-specification-b.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FScheme-of-work
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FScheme-of-work
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://outlook.office365.com/book/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://outlook.office365.com/book/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html


A Level Religious Studies: Getting started 

• A Level RS: Specification 

• A Level RS: Getting started teachers guide

• A Level RS: Schemes of work

• A Level RS: Past training (Including New to Edexcel)

• Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

• Sign up for Subject Update 

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Specification_GCE_A_Level_in_Religious_Studies.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Specification_GCE_A_Level_in_Religious_Studies.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/AS-and-A-level-Religious-Studies-Getting-Started-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/AS-and-A-level-Religious-Studies-Getting-Started-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FScheme-of-work
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FScheme-of-work
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://outlook.office365.com/book/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://outlook.office365.com/book/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.html


Overview of  free teaching 
and learning resources



Free teaching and learning resources

Topic of the month:

• Released monthly (from January 2022-
present)

• Aims to stimulate discussion at Key Stages 
4 and 5

• Based on a current news article, which 
teachers may read and integrate into their 
teaching practice

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FTopic-of-the-month


Assessment Materials:

• Collection of all questions (SAMs & 2018-
2026)

• Easily accessible for teachers

• Available for Specifications A and B

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

Free teaching and learning resources

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-materials


Free teaching and learning resources

Knowledge Organisers / KOs:

• For specifications A&B

• Bolsters published support

• Current provision covers areas of 
Christianity, Islam, Buddhism and Judaism

• The Christian ‘Beliefs’ section also has an 
accompanying video version for 
watching/listening back with recap 
questions.

o Recorded Content Support

A close-up of a paper

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/religious-studies-b/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/recorded-knowledge-organiser-link-template.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/religious-studies-b/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/recorded-knowledge-organiser-link-template.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FContent-support
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FContent-support


Free teaching and learning resources

'Recall' Question Worksheets:

• Support for Specifications A and B

• Useful practice covering key areas of the 
specification 

• Can be set for homework, starter activities, 
exam practice etc.

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FWorksheet


A preview of our (d) item 
worksheets



Focussed worksheets for (d) Item support:

Types of support available:

• SPaG Guidance

• GCSE Exemplar Material

• Worksheets

• Interactive (d) item marking resource

• Professional Development

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FWorksheet


Free teaching and learning resources

Guidance on the application of SPaG:

• Focussed on d/evaluation questions 

• Supports centres and their students with 
regards to the application of marks 
awarded for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar 

• Aims to reinforce the practice which will 
occur at marking 

A chart with text on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://iam.pearson.com/auth/XUI/?realm=/pearson&service=Login_Step_up&ForceAuth=true&spEntityID=urn:amazon:cognito:sp:eu-west-2_gd2O6HLZm&goto=https://iam.pearson.com:443/auth/saml2/continue/metaAlias/pearson/saml-idp-mfa?secondVisitUrl%3D/auth/SSORedirect/metaAlias/pearson/saml-idp-mfa?ReqID%253D_c7871024-bf27-493c-87bc-2dda983afbfe&AMAuthCookie=#login/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/gcse/religious-studies/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/edexcel-religious-studies-2024-gcse-guidance-on-the-application-of-spag-marks.pdf?263874105329351


GCSE Exemplar Material

Available exemplar materials:

• Level 4 exemplars (10-12 Marks)

• Catholic Christianity exemplars (Level 1-4)

• Christianity exemplars (Level 1-4)

• Islam exemplars (Level 1-4)

• Judaism exemplars (Level 1-4)

• Marking exercises/training pack (8 
exemplars across the mark range)

Links to exemplars:

• Level 4 exemplars (10-12 Marks)

• Catholic Christianity exemplars (Level 1-4)

• Christianity exemplars (Level 1-4)

• Islam exemplars (Level 1-4)

• Judaism exemplars (Level 1-4)

• Marking exercises/training pack (8 
exemplars across the mark range)

A magnifying glass and a piece of paper

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/gcse/religious-studies/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/edexcel-religious-studies-2024-gcse-level-4-exemplar-pack.pdf?518131328735181
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/gcse/religious-studies/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/edexcel-religious-studies-2024-gcse-level-4-exemplar-pack.pdf?518131328735181
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/gcse/religious-studies/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/edexcel-religious-studies-2024-gcse-level-4-exemplar-pack.pdf?518131328735181
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/gcse/religious-studies/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/edexcel-religious-studies-2024-gcse-level-4-exemplar-pack.pdf?518131328735181
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-catholic-christianity-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-catholic-christianity-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-catholic-christianity-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-catholic-christianity-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-christianity-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-christianity-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-christianity-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-christianity-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-islam-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-islam-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-islam-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-islam-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-judaism-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-judaism-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-judaism-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/edexcel-gcse-religious-studies-2024-exemplars-judaism-pack-one.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/gcse-rs-a-and-b-amended-mark-scheme-delegate-marking-activity-linear-print-version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/gcse-rs-a-and-b-amended-mark-scheme-delegate-marking-activity-linear-print-version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/teaching-and-learning/gcse-rs-a-and-b-amended-mark-scheme-delegate-marking-activity-linear-print-version.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material


A preview of our (d) item 
worksheets



Teaching Appraisal
Worksheet 1



Worksheet 1: ‘Paper Chains’ of reasoning

About this resource:

• Developing logical chains of reasoning, is a crucial skill for Religious 
Studies students. It helps them succeed in b, c and d exam questions 
by constructing rational and persuasive arguments based on religious 
evidence. This resource aims to explain what logical chains of 
reasoning are and how you might wish to practice writing them with 
your students. 



Worksheet 1: ‘Paper Chains’ of reasoning

How to use this resource: 

• Select a 12-mark statement from an existing d) question and share this with your students:

“The main purpose of a Muslim’s life is to achieve paradise.” 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

In your response you should: 

• refer to Muslim teachings 

• reach a justified conclusion

“The main purpose of a Muslim’s life is to achieve paradise.” 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

In your response you should: 

• refer to Muslim teachings 

• reach a justified conclusion



Worksheet 1: ‘Paper Chains’ of reasoning

How to use this resource: 

• Cut a series of strips of paper and provide these to each group



Worksheet 1: ‘Paper Chains’ of reasoning

How to use this resource: 

• Instruct one student to begin by writing an original point on one ‘chain’

• Then instruct others in the group to each write developments on separate ‘chain links’ so that arguments can be 
built up.

Point: Some Muslims may agree with the statement because the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) taught 
the importance of aspiring to attaining a place in Jannah.
Point: Some Muslims may agree with the statement because the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) taught 
the importance of aspiring to attaining a place in Jannah.

Development 1: This can be seen in many of his teachings where Jannah is the result of righteous 
living, through acts such as marriage and respecting your parents. 
Development 1: This can be seen in many of his teachings where Jannah is the result of righteous 
living, through acts such as marriage and respecting your parents. 



Worksheet 1: ‘Paper Chains’ of reasoning

How to use this resource: 

• When all developments are exhausted, link your arguments to make a 'chain of reasoning'. 

Some Muslims may agree with the statement because the Prophet Muhammad 

(pbuh) taught the importance of aspiring to attaining a place in Jannah. This can 

be seen in many of his teachings where Jannah is the result of righteous living, 

through acts such as marriage and respecting your parents. These can be ways 

Muslims strive to achieve Paradise through Allah's will. The purpose and reward 

of following these teachings are emphasised throughout Muhammad's teachings. 

This emphasises that the main purpose of a Muslim's life is to achieve Paradise.

Some Muslims may agree with the statement because the Prophet Muhammad 

(pbuh) taught the importance of aspiring to attaining a place in Jannah. This can 

be seen in many of his teachings where Jannah is the result of righteous living, 

through acts such as marriage and respecting your parents. These can be ways 

Muslims strive to achieve Paradise through Allah's will. The purpose and reward 

of following these teachings are emphasised throughout Muhammad's teachings. 

This emphasises that the main purpose of a Muslim's life is to achieve Paradise.



Teaching Appraisal
Worksheet 2



Worksheet 2: Appraisal sentence starters

About this resource:

This resource offers a range of sentence starters to encourage students 
to appraise their arguments. By using these starters, students can focus 
on content, thereby enhancing their critical thinking and writing skills.



Worksheet 2: Appraisal sentence starters

How to use this resource: 

• Give students the appraisal sentence starters (right) along with a 
practice question:

“Euthanasia may be the most loving response to 

suffering.” Evaluate this statement considering 

arguments for and against. 

In your response you must: 

• refer to Muslim teachings 

• refer to relevant ethical arguments 

• reach a justified conclusion. 

“Euthanasia may be the most loving response to 

suffering.” Evaluate this statement considering 

arguments for and against. 

In your response you must: 

• refer to Muslim teachings 

• refer to relevant ethical arguments 

• reach a justified conclusion. 



Worksheet 2: Appraisal sentence starters

How to use this resource: 

• Have them choose from the list to integrate appraisal into their arguments. 



Worksheet 2: Appraisal sentence starters

How to use this resource: 

• As an extension, you may wish to encourage students to create their own appraisal sentence starters:

“For instance, in many religious traditions…”

“To understand this concept better, it’s important to consider…”

“Comparing this belief with another religion’s perspective 
highlights…”

“Philosophically, this raises questions about…”



Teaching Appraisal
Worksheet 3



Worksheet 3: The interview

About this resource:

This teaching resource helps GCSE Religious Studies students to improve 

their ability to construct convincing arguments. One student creates an 

argument for or against a question, and another student asks challenging 

questions to help strengthen and refine the argument.



Worksheet 3: The interview

How to use this resource: 

• Pair up students and provide them with a question:

'Both men and women should be leaders in the Church’ 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

In your response you must: 

• refer to Christian teachings 

• refer to different Christian points of view 

• reach a justified conclusion

'Both men and women should be leaders in the Church’ 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

In your response you must: 

• refer to Christian teachings 

• refer to different Christian points of view 

• reach a justified conclusion



Worksheet 3: The interview

How to use this resource: 

• Ask each student to produce a 1st draft of their argument decide who will act as interviewee first and have them 
read this out to their partner:

*Some Christians may agree with the statement because Christianity 
promotes equality for all, including gender. This is supported by the 

belief that Christians were made in the image of God and therefore how 
people are treated in the church and what roles of leadership there are in 

the church don’t depend on your gender.

*Some Christians may agree with the statement because Christianity 
promotes equality for all, including gender. This is supported by the 

belief that Christians were made in the image of God and therefore how 
people are treated in the church and what roles of leadership there are in 

the church don’t depend on your gender.



Worksheet 3: The interview

How to use this resource: 

• Then ask the interviewer to select and ask probing questions from the 
question bank provided.

What do you mean by… 
‘Christians were made in the 

image of God'?

What do you mean by… 
‘Christians were made in the 

image of God'?



Worksheet 3: The interview

How to use this resource: 

• As the interview takes place, the interviewee should record the answers they provide, which will later be used as 
improvements to the initial argument.



Worksheet 3: The interview

How to use this resource: 

• When both students have had a turn as interviewer, ask them to write up and/or present the argument, including 
the new points raised in the ‘interview’.



Teaching Appraisal
Worksheet 4



Worksheet 4: ‘Chains of reasoning’ checklist

About this resource:

This resource helps GCSE Religious Studies students develop effective 
‘chains of reasoning’. Students write a response to a 12-mark statement, 
then exchange their work with a peer. The peer then reviews the answer 
using a checklist and provides an “Even Better If” (EBI) suggestion for 
improvement.



Worksheet 4: ‘Chains of reasoning’ checklist

How to use this resource: 

• Pair up students, again providing them with a question:

‘The Bible holds the complete truth about Creation' 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

• refer to Christian teachings 

• reach a justified conclusion

‘The Bible holds the complete truth about Creation' 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

• refer to Christian teachings 

• reach a justified conclusion



Worksheet 4: ‘Chains of reasoning’ checklist

Example Answer: 

Firstly, some Christians would agree with this statement and 
think that the world was created in 6 days according to the 
Biblical account of Creation found in the book of Genesis. 
This is because the Bible is a source of authority for 
Christians. Some Christians believe that every word in the 
Bible is true and understand it as the literal word of God. 
Genesis 1 shows how God is the Creator and that he created 
light simply by his word. God is omnipotent, all knowing and 
all loving so there is no reason not to believe this account is 
the complete truth. In the Bible it says, “God said let there be 
light”. This supports the idea that some Christians believe 
the Bible explains to humanity why the world was created as 
well as how. In addition to this, some Christians would argue 
science can only explain how, it does not explain why the 
events took place, or the purpose of life on earth. Therefore, 
this clearly shows that some Christians believe the Bible 
holds the complete truth about Creation as they would 
argue that God is omnipotent enough to create the world in 
only 6 days. 

How to use this resource: 

• Then ask each to read through and mark off 

included points on the checklist, highlighting these 

on the answer:



Worksheet 4: ‘Chains of reasoning’ checklist

How to use this resource: 

• Instruct students to read their partner’s checklist and EBI comments, then make the suggested improvements 
to their answer.



Teaching Appraisal
Worksheet 5



Worksheet 5: ‘Chains of reasoning’ flowchart

About this resource:

This resource aids GCSE Religious Studies students in developing logical 
chains of reasoning. 



Worksheet 5: ‘Chains of reasoning’ flowchart

How to use this resource: 

• Provide students with a question to read and a copy of the flowchart:

‘Jerusalem is the only place Christians need to go on 

pilgrimage’ 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

In your response you must: 

• refer to Catholic teachings 

• refer to different Christian points of view 

• reach a justified conclusion

‘Jerusalem is the only place Christians need to go on 

pilgrimage’ 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

In your response you must: 

• refer to Catholic teachings 

• refer to different Christian points of view 

• reach a justified conclusion



Worksheet 5: ‘Chains of reasoning’ flowchart

How to use this resource: 

• After reading the question, instruct students to 
decide whether they want to start by agreeing or 
disagreeing with the statement and draft their 
opening sentence accordingly.

In the example shown, we begin by disagreeing in 
the opening statement…

“Some Catholics would disagree 
because there are many other places 

such as Lourdes that are equally as 
significant as Jerusalem to Christians”. 

DisagreeDisagree



Worksheet 5: ‘Chains of reasoning’ flowchart

How to use this resource: 

• Once the opening sentence is drafted, guide 
students to follow the remaining stages of the 
flowchart, choosing the branches most 
appropriate and adding to their answer based on 
the prompts at each stage*.

We then provide a reason…

“Pilgrimage to Lourdes allows Catholics 
to visit the grotto where Mary appeared 

to St Bernadette”. 

Provide 
reason
Provide 
reason



Worksheet 5: ‘Chains of reasoning’ flowchart

How to use this resource: 

• Once the opening sentence is drafted, guide 
students to follow the remaining stages of the 
flowchart, choosing the branches most 
appropriate and adding to their answer based on 
the prompts at each stage*.

Next, we expand upon and explain this reason…

“Many Catholics now go on pilgrimage 
here as when the vision of Mary appeared, 

a sacred spring with healing powers also 
appeared. Some miracles are claimed to 
have been performed due to the water”. 

Expand upon 
and explain 

reason

Expand upon 
and explain 

reason



Worksheet 5: ‘Chains of reasoning’ flowchart

How to use this resource: 

• Once the opening sentence is drafted, guide 
students to follow the remaining stages of the 
flowchart, choosing the branches most 
appropriate and adding to their answer based on 
the prompts at each stage*.

Before providing evidence…

“The Catechism states that pilgrimage 
'evokes our earthly journey to heaven’. 

The Catechism recognises the 
importance of pilgrimage as a chance for 

Catholics to build on their faith”. 

Provide 
evidence
Provide 

evidence



Worksheet 5: ‘Chains of reasoning’ flowchart

How to use this resource: 

• Once the opening sentence is drafted, guide 
students to follow the remaining stages of the 
flowchart, choosing the branches most 
appropriate and adding to their answer based on 
the prompts at each stage*.

Offering appraisal…

“This is a persuasive argument as the 

Catechism states pilgrimage brings 

salvation but also increases strength in 

faith. The Catechism is the inspired word 

of God and holds authority through 

apostolic tradition through the 

magisterium. Arguably making Jerusalem 

not the only pilgrimage a Catholic needs 

to go on”. 

AppraiseAppraise



Worksheet 5: ‘Chains of reasoning’ flowchart

How to use this resource: 

• Once the opening sentence is drafted, guide 
students to follow the remaining stages of the 
flowchart, choosing the branches most 
appropriate and adding to their answer based on 
the prompts at each stage*.

And finally, link back to the first point made…

“Therefore, some Catholics believe that 

pilgrimage to Lourdes is just as significant 

as going to Jerusalem due to the chance 

of being healed by the water and as a 

result not the only place they’re required 

to go”. 

Link back to 
first point

Link back to 
first point



Worksheet 5: ‘Chains of reasoning’ flowchart

How to use this resource: 

• The instructions at each stage are provided as suggestions to help students paragraphs contain effective 
chains of reasoning so, you may wish to add to or adapt the instructions at each stage.

• Once students have gone through this process once, you may wish to consider working on a different line of 
argument, again using the prompts to develop further chains of reasoning.



Thank you!
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