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Edexcel Religious Studies

Guidance on using the Specification-

About this resource

This resource aims to emphasise the 

importance of the specification. It will help 

you to understand key parts within the 

specifications, for both GCSE and A level, 

and will additionally outline how to use 

textbooks effectively, to support your 

teaching practice.

Contents:

• What is a specification?

• How are exam questions generated?

• GCSE Specification

• GCSE Evaluation question: Guidance around bullet points

• AS and A Level Specification layout

• AS and A Level Reference to Scholars

• Textbooks

• Where to find guidance

• Further Support for Edexcel Religious Studies

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Specification-GCSE-L1-L2-Religious-Studies-A-June-2016-Draft-4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Specification-GCSE-L1-L2-Religious-Studies-B-June-2016-Draft-4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Specification_GCE_A_Level_in_Religious_Studies.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Specification_GCE_AS_Level_in_Religious_Studies.pdf
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A specification is a description and guide to the qualification. It 
explains the options available within each qualification and helps 
you plan to teach the course. It is a comprehensive list of exactly 
what needs to be taught and what will be assessed.  

All questions will be based on what is written within this 
specification – if it is not in the specification, it will not be 
examined.  

The specification is not designed to limit teaching.  It is up to 
teachers to determine how this content is taught and it is 
recommended that they use their own professional discretion to 
use additional sources of wisdom and/or introduce scholars as 
they choose.  

It should also be noted that any relevant content will be credited 
within exam questions.  If a specific source of wisdom or scholar 
is not mentioned in the specification but used appropriately 
within their answer, candidates will be credited accordingly. 

Edexcel Religious Studies

Guidance on using the Specification

What is a specification?
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Exam questions will only be generated using the 
specification. These are written by our senior Religious Studies 
team, many of whom were involved in writing the specification.  

The exam questions are written to assess candidate 
understanding of the content provided within the specification. If 
it is not in the specification, it will not make up an exam 
question.  Any content within the specification can and will be 
covered over the life cycle of the qualification so it is important to 
make sure that all areas have been taught.  

Not everything within the specification will be included in each 
examination series; a sample of topics will be assessed in any 
given exam series and all elements of the specification will be 
covered over the lifetime of the qualification.  

Examiners are looking to award marks and not include any trick 
questions; they are not looking to catch candidates out.  Many of 
our senior team are teachers or ex-teachers who have been 
trained in assessment methodology and are looking to create a 
fair way to assess candidates.  When writing exam questions, they 
start with the specification as their basis, but they will also 
consider how questions in previous series performed so that they 
can constantly improve the papers.  

Edexcel Religious Studies

Guidance on using the Specification

How are exam questions generated?
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You will see there are eight clearly labelled sub-sections. These 
determine the wording, and questions on the exam papers, and 
therefore indicate what you should teach.

If it’s not on the specification, it won’t be asked about.

The asterisk identifies an area where there could be a question 
which requires knowledge and understanding between the two 
religions studied within that topic. It may be that candidates will 
be asked to compare worship or life after death between the two.  

GCSE

Specification

Within all areas of study, the significance and importance should 
be explored throughout all sections as indicated in the overview.   
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Some sources of wisdom are identified on the specification.  They 
are to support teaching and questions will not be directly asked 
about these.  

They are also not the only references that can be used; any 
recognised source of authority within the tradition that you study 
will be credited if correctly applied within the response. 

GCSE

Specification: Sources of wisdom
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The bullet points under 12-mark (d) evaluation questions guide 
candidates as to what they need to include in their answer. This is 
linked to the specification content. 

For example

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

• refer to (chosen religion) teachings

• reach a justified conclusion.

This question could link to any area of the specification.

GCSE

Evaluation question: Guidance around bullet points
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The bullet points under 12-mark (d) evaluation questions guide 
candidates as to what they need to include in their answer. This is 
linked to the specification content. 

For example

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must: 

• refer to (chosen religion) teachings 

• refer to different (chosen religion) points of view

• reach a justified conclusion

As identified on the specification,

This question (and the bullet points below it) should be 
recognised by the candidate as telling them that they must 
provide two points of view from within the religion they have 
studied.

This is the ‘divergent views’ indicated on the specification bullet 
point.

GCSE

Evaluation question: Guidance around bullet points
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The bullet points under 12-mark (d) evaluation questions guide 
candidates as to what they need to include in their answer.  This 
is linked to the specification content. 

For example

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

• refer to (chosen religion) teachings

• refer to non-religious points of view

• reach a justified conclusion.

As identified on the specification,

This question (and the bullet points below it) indicates the 
discussion of arguments should be between the religious 
teachings/viewpoint and non-religious views. This is indicated on 
the specification bullet point.

GCSE

Evaluation question: Guidance around bullet points
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The bullet points under 12-mark (d) evaluation questions guide 
candidates as to what they need to include in their answer. This 
is linked to the specification content.

For example

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

• refer to (chosen religion) teachings

• refer to relevant ethical arguments /or refer to relevant 
philosophical arguments

• reach a justified conclusion

As identified on the specification,

This question (and the bullet points below it) indicates that during 
the discussion of arguments, one ethical or philosophical 
argument should be referred to. This is indicated on the 
specification bullet point. 

GCSE

Evaluation question: Guidance around bullet points

9 of 17
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Each paper is divided into six topic areas.  

These are then divided into sections (e.g., Design argument, Cosmological 
argument).  

These are then divided into sub-topics or specific points that need to be 
studied.  

The content and terminology within these sections direct teachers to 
exactly what needs to be taught and will be used to make up the exam 
questions and mark schemes.  

If it is not in the specification, then it will not be examined in a 
question.  

AS and A Level

Specification layout
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Within the specification content, most boxes include the 
expression: ‘with reference to the ideas of….’ 

This indicates key contributors in relation to specific content 
areas. 

For example, in the extract below from Paper 1, W Paley and D 
Hume are listed as contributors:

These scholars support a candidate’s knowledge and 
understanding of the topic. They do not represent compulsory 
reading. 

Unless required elsewhere in the specification there will not be a  
question naming these scholars specifically.  

Additional relevant contributors will be credited if deployed 
appropriately.

AS and A Level

Reference to Scholars - Contributors
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Some topics specify names of seminal figures within the 
specification content, and these may be mentioned in questions.

For example, the extract below from Paper 4 Option E Judaism, 
specifies commentary by Rashi:

Rashi is specifically named within the specification content and 
not ‘in reference to’ so could be specifically asked about in a 
question.

AS and A Level

Reference to Scholars – Specific seminal figures
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Texts and scholars from the Anthology are used in compulsory 
questions at A level and these scholars can be named in 
questions. 

The context in which these texts could be studied is indicated by 
bracketed numbers in the detailed content, for example (4) in the 
extract below for Paper 1 Philosophy. 

These extracts are not exclusive to the topic areas under which 
they appear; candidates will need to be able to apply these 
extracts across any suitable topic.

This means that candidates could be asked a question specifically 
about these scholars and their writings. 

AS and A Level

Reference to Scholars – A level Anthology
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Many textbooks can be used to support our qualifications and 
help teachers to teach both the content and the skills required.  
These were written as support resources and can be incredibly 
useful. 

However, it should be noted that textbooks are not the 
specification; they may use different technical vocabulary, 
additional sources of wisdom, scholars or content which the 
publisher feels will enrich the subject.

It is important again to note that content will only be examined 
if it is specifically mentioned in the specification.  

Additionally, exam questions and techniques written within many 
textbooks are the author’s suggestions and will not necessarily 
follow the guidelines adhered to by our senior examining team.  
Assessment materials within textbooks is not included as part of 
the endorsement process.   

The best place to locate suitable exam questions is by reviewing 
the past papers, mark schemes and examiner reports available 
on our website for each distinct qualification or by looking at 
advice specifically published by us.  

Textbooks

The benefits and potential pitfalls of textbooks
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Endorsement process for textbooks

We have numerous resources by a variety of publishers that are 
endorsed by Pearson. Any publisher is free to apply to have their 
resources endorsed.

To find out more about this process, please visit our website:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/published-
resources/about-endorsed-resources.html

It is important to note that the process focuses on teaching and 
learning content. Many endorsed resources will offer assessment 
guidance and support, including sample and practice questions, 
tasks or assignments.

However, this publisher-produced assessment content has not 
been ‘approved’ in any way.

Textbooks

Endorsement of textbooks

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/published-resources/about-endorsed-resources.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/published-resources/about-endorsed-resources.html
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The best place to find guidance on our assessment is from the 
guidance documents on our website:

Mark Schemes: 

Each exam paper is accompanied by a mark scheme which 
indicates how each question is marked and includes some 
indicative content that may be included. 

Examiner reports: 

Following each exam series, the principal examiner writes a 
report analysing the performance of each question, highlighting 
the strengths and any misconceptions and areas for 
development.  

CPD events: 

Pearson Edexcel run CPD events which help you to understand 
how answers are assessed.  

Guidance documents: 

There are a range of guidance documents on our website 
regarding assessment requirements, skills and to support 
teaching.  

Understanding how questions are 
assessed

Where to find guidance
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Contact the Religious Studies team:

Email us: teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com

Call us: UK: 0344 463 2535​ (Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm GMT)

Contact us online: ​https://bit.ly/2KLSNT0

Book a Teams meeting with the subject advisor: 
https://bit.ly/3rEVLx8

Follow us on Twitter: @PearsonEdexcel

Stay informed:

Sign up for subject updates: https://bit.ly/2G6mmfe
View the latest subject update online: https://bit.ly/3zsnxjL

Access Course Materials:

Visit the Pearson Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies website for 
course materials:

• Specification and sample assessments: 
(GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)

• Exam materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)
• Teaching and learning materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)

Access teaching support and training:

• Learn more about our training events

Access published resources:

• Learn more

Further Support for Edexcel Religious 
Studies

mailto:teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com
https://bit.ly/2KLSNT0  
https://bit.ly/3rEVLx8
https://twitter.com/PearsonEdexcel
https://bit.ly/2G6mmfe
https://bit.ly/3zsnxjL
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Religious%20Studies&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/published-resources.html#step1
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