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Edexcel Religious Studies

Guidance on using the Specification

What is a specification?

A specification is a description and guide to the qualification. It
explains the options available within each qualification and helps
you plan to teach the course. It is a comprehensive list of exactly
what needs to be taught and what will be assessed.

All questions will be based on what is written within this
specification - if it is not in the specification, it will not be
examined.

The specification is not designed to limit teaching. Itis up to
teachers to determine how this content is taught and it is
recommended that they use their own professional discretion to
use additional sources of wisdom and/or introduce scholars as
they choose.

It should also be noted that any relevant content will be credited
within exam questions. If a specific source of wisdom or scholar
is not mentioned in the specification but used appropriately
within their answer, candidates will be credited accordingly.
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Edexcel Religious Studies

Guidance on using the Specification

How are exam questions generated?

Exam questions will only be generated using the
specification. These are written by our senior Religious Studies
team, many of whom were involved in writing the specification.

The exam questions are written to assess candidate
understanding of the content provided within the specification. If
it is not in the specification, it will not make up an exam
question. Any content within the specification can and will be
covered over the life cycle of the qualification so it is important to
make sure that all areas have been taught.

Not everything within the specification will be included in each
examination series; a sample of topics will be assessed in any
given exam series and all elements of the specification will be
covered over the lifetime of the qualification.

Examiners are looking to award marks and not include any trick
qguestions; they are not looking to catch candidates out. Many of
our senior team are teachers or ex-teachers who have been
trained in assessment methodology and are looking to create a
fair way to assess candidates. When writing exam questions, they
start with the specification as their basis, but they will also
consider how questions in previous series performed so that they
can constantly improve the papers.
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Specification

Within all areas of study, the significance and importance should
be explored throughout all sections as indicated in the overview.

The significance and importance of the various beliefs and practices to Catholics today,
should be explored throughout the four sections.

The structure of both specifications

Section 1: Beliefs and Teachings

e
he
"

Each area of study has sections.
This is an example of section 1:
Catholic Chtistianity
Beliefs and teachings

;" oot the Crtin The section is divided into 8 bullet
points. All exam questions and

mark schemes are based on these

o of God,
e b bullet points only. Avoid relying on
e Eve T ———— text books or social media.
w " o The asterisk is to identify a
7 e : . o question which will require
i o ot e knowledge and understanding
e L ctsabos ; between the two religions you have
o i of resercton g best n s At dev I mpora studied.

i
+ Balels abod the afterlfy and their gignificance [1,6)°
| The practice and significance of warship (2.4)°

You will see there are eight clearly labelled sub-sections. These
determine the wording, and questions on the exam papers, and
therefore indicate what you should teach.

If it's not on the specification, it won’t be asked about.

The asterisk identifies an area where there could be a question
which requires knowledge and understanding between the two
religions studied within that topic. It may be that candidates will
be asked to compare worship or life after death between the two.
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GCSE

Specification: Sources of wisdom

(c) Sources of wisdom and authority

Section 1: Beliefs and Teachings

 Studants should have an undarstanding of: J
1.1 Ther Trinity: tha nature and signaficance of the Trinity as expressed | the Nicene Cresdy |
the nature and significance of the oneness of God; e RATURE AN S mems s s .
of tha Parsans individually: God as the Fathar, Son ard Holy Spinit; how this is
riflected in worship and behel n the life of & Catholic today. Th
. e Creed

1.2 Biblical undarstandings of God s a Trinity of Persons: tha nature and © pleeee ol |
God a8 & Trnity of Persons, including reference to the baptism of Jesy 8 (Matthew 32 II

13=17) and histenical developrmant of the doctring of the Trinity, includieg remrerce
thar First Countil of Mucaen and tha First Coundl of Constantinopla, \
1.3 Lottt = -wyrg and significance of the biblical account of Creation, including

Gangds 1=3; and haw it may be undersiocd in divangant ways i Chnsbianily, including The EJbIE‘
P i s el and metaphaorical interpretations; the significance of the Creation

account for Cathalics in understanding the nature and characteristics of God, epecially

as Croator, benevolent, emnipotent and etemal,

1.4 The ignificancd of the Création Account in undérstanding the nature of humanty: the
nature and Significan® o . oo oo 7 humanity béing craated in the imags of God,
inclsding referencs | Genesis 1-1 and divergent understandings of humanity’s
relationship with Cresbon poommen and stewardship); the implications of thess balisfs
for Cathalics today,

The

Catechism

1.5 The Incarnation; Jedus 3% incarnate Son, the doing Word, includng Taka 1 hatk iyl
God and fully hurman; the scnplural ongans of this beliel, inchudine John 1513
importance for Catholics today.

1.6 The évents sn the Paschal Mystery, Cathobc teachings a ths life, death,
résurrection and ascension of Jesus, nwewneg reverence 00 Luke 24; the redemptive
e acy of thede svents dnd thsr ilﬂl"llfll'.'I'iC-? for Cathalics today,

1.7 Tha significance of the kfo, death, resurrect- - T ==halic
beliils about salvation ard grace, includsn ' John 3:10=21 and .M s48=12;F @
implicationd snd sgnificance of theds events Tor Lot [ e Weiay:

L.as J.'Ml‘-r.‘lll{ DQll-O'ri abaut eschatolagy: life after death; the nature =

* =M and purgatory, including reference ty John 11 17-27 and
A C¢fu'l|':l'||.'l|'\1. Si1=10 ¢ wergent Chnstian boliefs about life At wener s D
Tir prsripussn pmne seee NG Of résurrection; why belied in bfe after death is impostang
for Catholics today,

Some sources of wisdom are identified on the specification. They
are to support teaching and questions will not be directly asked
about these.

They are also not the only references that can be used; any
recognised source of authority within the tradition that you study
will be credited if correctly applied within the response.
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GCSE

Evaluation question: Guidance around bullet points

The bullet points under 12-mark (d) evaluation questions guide
candidates as to what they need to include in their answer. This is
linked to the specification content.

For example

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:
« refer to (chosen religion) teachings

« reach a justified conclusion.

This question could link to any area of the specification.

@ Pearson Edexcel Religious Studies Guidance on using the Specification 4 ﬁ >

60of 17



GCSE

Evaluation question: Guidance around bullet points

The bullet points under 12-mark (d) evaluation questions guide
candidates as to what they need to include in their answer. This is
linked to the specification content.

For example

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:

« refer to (chosen religion) teachings

« refer to different (chosen religion) points of view

« reach a justified conclusion

As identified on the specification,

1.7 al-Qadr: the nature and importance of Predestination for Muslims; how al-Qadr
and human freedom relates to the Day of Judgement, including reference to
Sahih Al-Bukhari 78: 685; divergent understandings of predestination in Sunni
and Shi‘a Islam; the implications of belief in al-Qadr for Muslims today.

This question (and the bullet points below it) should be
recognised by the candidate as telling them that they must
provide two points of view from within the religion they have
studied.

This is the ‘divergent views’ indicated on the specification bullet
point.
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GCSE

Evaluation question: Guidance around bullet points

The bullet points under 12-mark (d) evaluation questions guide
candidates as to what they need to include in their answer. This
is linked to the specification content.

For example

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:

» refer to (chosen religion) teachings

« refer to non-religious points of view

* reach a justified conclusion.

As identified on the specification,

Miracles as proof of the existence of Allah: the nature and impartance of miracles
in Islam; the Qurian as a miracle including Surabh 17: 84=-89; examples of
miracles; reasens why they might lead to belief in the existence of Allah; Muslim
responses o non-religicus arguments (including atheist and Humanist) which
maintain that miracles can be scientifically explained and provide no proof that
Allah exists; divergent understandings of what miracles show about the nature of
Allah for Muslims.

This question (and the bullet points below it) indicates the
discussion of arguments should be between the religious
teachings/viewpoint and non-religious views. This is indicated on
the specification bullet point.
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GCSE

Evaluation question: Guidance around bullet points

The bullet points under 12-mark (d) evaluation questions guide
candidates as to what they need to include in their answer. This
is linked to the specification content.

For example

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:
» refer to (chosen religion) teachings

« refer to relevant ethical arguments /or refer to relevant
philosophical arguments

« reach a justified conclusion

As identified on the specification,

2.5 Christian teaching about family planning and regulation of births: divergent
Christian attitudes about contraception and family planning, including teachings
about the artificial methods of contraception by some Protestant Churches and the
Catholic Church, with reference to Humanae Vitae; different non-religious
{including atheist and Humanist) attitudes to family planning and the application of
ethical theories, such as situation ethics, and Christian responses to them.

This question (and the bullet points below it) indicates that during
the discussion of arguments, one ethical or philosophical
argument should be referred to. This is indicated on the
specification bullet point.
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AS and A Level

Specification layout

The structure of the A level specification

ol "“"-*— — Each paper is split into six topic

1 T AT

Philasaphical a) Enductive reasoning, » posterion types of arguments, areas
issues mrsd interpretation of experience.

questions

B) Types of arder and regularity, role of analogy, cumulative
eifect of eviderse, antheapic principle, regulasities of
co-predence and régularities of succession,

c] Strengths and weaknesses of Design Arguments: probabilite
rather than proof, atemative interprotations, ncduding
evedution and deism. Challenges 1o the argument.

d) Philosephical language and thaught threugh significant
concepts and the works of key thinkers, iBustrated in issues in
thi philogopiy of raligice.

| With reference to the ieas of W Paley and D Hume. | Each tDpIC areas IS then dIVIdEd

1.2 | Coamalpgical Argumient . .
PRIy into sections.

B Principhe of sufficient reason, explanation, interpretation of
eaperiente, mowernent, cause and effect, cortingency, infirete
regress, first cause, necessary existerce, Kalam varsion,

€] Strengths and weaknesses of Cosmological Argumsents:
probability rather than proaf, brute fact, debstes sbout

ey onery™ 37 (o0 s apesessany J Each topic area is then divided into
sub topics.

a4

concepts and the werks of Key
the philosophy of religion.

With referanoa 1o tha 0885 of Agquinas and D Humd, | Kant,

1.3 | Ontological Argumant

All exam questions and mark
schemes are based on these bullet
points only.

@) A priorf companed to » posterion types of arguments,
SRIUCTIVE TEAEONING, NOL EVIGEnoE based BUL undarstanding of
concept “God' as an anslytic propostion.

b) Definitians of "Ged', necessary existencs, selty.

€] Strengths and weaknesses of the Ontological Arguments:
concept of prool compared te probakility, debates about
‘ewlibence’ and predcates, Challenged bo Ehe Brgument.

a1 Philosophical Ianguage Bnd thaught theough signifcant
concepts and the works of key thinkers, illustrated in issues in
the philesophy of religicn,

With referend b th idess of Ardelm and B Russel),

Each paper is divided into six topic areas.

These are then divided into sections (e.g., Design argument, Cosmological
argument).

These are then divided into sub-topics or specific points that need to be
studied.

The content and terminology within these sections direct teachers to
exactly what needs to be taught and will be used to make up the exam
questions and mark schemes.

If it is not in the specification, then it will not be examined in a
question.
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AS and A Level

Reference to Scholars - Contributors

Within the specification content, most boxes include the
expression: ‘with reference to the ideas of...."

This indicates key contributors in relation to specific content
areas.

For example, in the extract below from Paper 1, W Paley and D
Hume are listed as contributors:

1.1 | Design Argument

a) Inductive reasoning, a posteriori types of arguments,
interpretation of experience.

b) Types of order and regularity, role of analogy, cumulative
effect of evidence, anthropic principle, regularities of
co-presence and regularities of succession.

c) Strengths and weaknesses of Design Arguments: probability
rather than proof, alternative interpretations, including
evolution and deism. Challenges to the argument.

d) Philosophical language and thought through significant
concepts and the works of key thinkers, illustrated in issues in
the philosophy of religion.

With reference to the ideas of W Paley and D Hume.

These scholars support a candidate’s knowledge and
understanding of the topic. They do not represent compulsory
reading.

Unless required elsewhere in the specification there will not be a
guestion naming these scholars specifically.

Additional relevant contributors will be credited if deployed
appropriately.

@ Pearson Edexcel Religious Studies Guidance on using the Specification 4 ﬁ >

110f 17



AS and A Level

Reference to Scholars - Specific seminal figures

Some topics specify names of seminal figures within the
specification content, and these may be mentioned in questions.

For example, the extract below from Paper 4 Option E Judaism,
specifies commentary by Rashi:

2.2 | The development of Rabbinic Judaism

a) Commentary by Rashi and his pupils on Jewish scriptures in
order to add explanations to clarify the text, and at times
referred to contemporary events; commentary on the
Babylonian Talmud and continued influence via tosafots.

b) Judah Halevi: unity between God and the People of Israel;
piyyutim poems of the diaspora for festivals and Sabbath and
his Songs of Zion; emphasis on religious experience and
value of prophecy. Supremacy of the divine word in nature
and the Law. Rejected Aristotelian philosophy, Christianity
and Islam, presenting views to support Judaism.

c) Historical and religious context of these figures; nature of
their authority and role of interpretation; influence on
development of Rabbinic Judaism and significance in terms of
emphases on selected Jewish beliefs.

With reference to the ideas of P Chaim and H Halkin.

Rashi is specifically named within the specification content and
not ‘in reference to’ so could be specifically asked about in a
question.

In the extract below from the AS samples assessment materials for this option, the example
question names Rashi.

3 Assess the significance of Rashi and his school for the development of Judaism.
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AS and A Level

Reference to Scholars - A level Anthology

Texts and scholars from the Anthology are used in compulsory
guestions at A level and these scholars can be named in
qguestions.

The context in which these texts could be studied is indicated by
bracketed numbers in the detailed content, for example (4) in the
extract below for Paper 1 Philosophy.

These extracts are not exclusive to the topic areas under which
they appear; candidates will need to be able to apply these
extracts across any suitable topic.

5.2 | A comparison between a critic of religion, Bertrand Russell, and a
religious believer, Frederick Copleston (4)

a) The context of the writings of Russell and Copleston and the
way these ideas are applied to issues in religion and belief,
including the argument from contingency and religious
experience.

This means that candidates could be asked a question specifically
about these scholars and their writings.
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Textbooks

The benefits and potential pitfalls of textbooks

Many textbooks can be used to support our qualifications and
help teachers to teach both the content and the skills required.
These were written as support resources and can be incredibly
useful.

However, it should be noted that textbooks are not the
specification; they may use different technical vocabulary,
additional sources of wisdom, scholars or content which the
publisher feels will enrich the subject.

It is important again to note that content will only be examined
if it is specifically mentioned in the specification.

Additionally, exam questions and techniques written within many
textbooks are the author’s suggestions and will not necessarily
follow the guidelines adhered to by our senior examining team.
Assessment materials within textbooks is not included as part of
the endorsement process.

The best place to locate suitable exam questions is by reviewing
the past papers, mark schemes and examiner reports available
on our website for each distinct qualification or by looking at
advice specifically published by us.
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Textbooks

Endorsement of textbooks

Endorsement process for textbooks

We have numerous resources by a variety of publishers that are

endorsed by Pearson. Any publisher is free to apply to have their
resources endorsed.

To find out more about this process, please visit our website:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/published-
resources/about-endorsed-resources.html

It is important to note that the process focuses on teaching and
learning content. Many endorsed resources will offer assessment
guidance and support, including sample and practice questions,
tasks or assignments.

However, this publisher-produced assessment content has not
been ‘approved’ in any way.
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Understanding how questions are

assessed

Where to find guidance

The best place to find guidance on our assessment is from the
guidance documents on our website:

Mark Schemes:

Each exam paper is accompanied by a mark scheme which
indicates how each question is marked and includes some
indicative content that may be included.

Examiner reports:

Following each exam series, the principal examiner writes a
report analysing the performance of each question, highlighting
the strengths and any misconceptions and areas for
development.

CPD events:

Pearson Edexcel run CPD events which help you to understand
how answers are assessed.

Guidance documents:

There are a range of guidance documents on our website
regarding assessment requirements, skills and to support
teaching.
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Further Support for Edexcel Religious

Studies

Contact the Religious Studies team:

Email us: teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com
Call us: UK: 0344 463 2535 (Mon - Fri, 9am - 5pm GMT)

Contact us online: https://bit.ly/2KLSNTO

Book a Teams meeting with the subject advisor:
https://bit.ly/3rEVLX8

Follow us on Twitter: @PearsonEdexcel

Stay informed:

Sign up for subject updates: https://bit.ly/2Gémmfe
View the latest subject update online: https://bit.ly/3zsnxjL

Access Course Materials:

Visit the Pearson Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies website for
course materials:

+ Specification and sample assessments:
(GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)
+ Exam materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)

« Teaching and learning materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)

Access teaching support and training:

J « _Learn more about our training events

Access published resources:

e Learn more
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