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*Please note: Additional Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar marks have not been included within 
this pack, to maintain a focus on the amended level descriptors. 

About this resource

ContentsContents

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

The exemplars within this pack include 

answers which focus on Judaism as the 

chosen religion.

All were taken from the 2023 exam 

series with marks awarded spanning 

the mark and level range*

All exemplars were marked against the 

amended level descriptors.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Level Mark Descriptor

N/A 0 No rewardable response.

1 1–3

A superficial analysis of the statement that uses undeveloped 
arguments, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of 
religion and belief.
Judgements are asserted without clear links to the analysis.

2 4–6

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments 
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by limited 
understanding of religion and belief.
This leads to simple judgements which have some links to the analysis, 
leading to a conclusion with limited justification.

3 7–9

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning 
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a sound 
understanding of religion and belief.
This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the 
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

4 10–12

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical 
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by 
thorough understanding of religion and belief.
This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of 
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with the 
analysis.

‘Point(s) of view’ always means arguments for and against the statement. Where 
specified in the bullet points under the question, it may also include one of the 
following:
• different views within the religion
• non-religious views
• philosophical arguments
• ethical arguments.

Level Descriptors

Our extended evaluation questions are level-marked rather than point-marked. 

This involves the examiner reading through the whole answer before awarding a 

level using a best-fit approach. A mark is then decided based on how well it 

meets the descriptors within that level. 



Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies 
12-mark exemplar answers: Judaism

Page 3 of 24

Student Answer (Page 1 of 1): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A superficial 
analysis of the 
statement that 
uses undeveloped 
arguments, 
underpinned by 
isolated elements 
of understanding 
of religion and 
belief.

Judgements are 
asserted without 
clear links to the 
analysis.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 1: Level 1 – 2 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A basic analysis of 
the statement that 
uses some 
developed 
arguments to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
limited 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
simple judgements 
which have some 
links to the 
analysis, leading to 
a conclusion with 
limited 
justification.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• refer to different Jewish points of view

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 2: Level 2 – 4 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 2 of 2): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A basic analysis of 
the statement that 
uses some 
developed 
arguments to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
limited 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
simple judgements 
which have some 
links to the 
analysis, leading to 
a conclusion with 
limited 
justification.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• refer to different Jewish points of view

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 2: Level 2 – 4 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A basic analysis of 
the statement that 
uses some 
developed 
arguments to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
limited 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
simple judgements 
which have some 
links to the 
analysis, leading to 
a conclusion with 
limited 
justification.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• refer to different Jewish points of view

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 3: Level 2 – 5 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 2 of 2): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A basic analysis of 
the statement that 
uses some 
developed 
arguments to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
limited 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
simple judgements 
which have some 
links to the 
analysis, leading to 
a conclusion with 
limited 
justification.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• refer to different Jewish points of view

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 3: Level 2 – 5 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A basic analysis of 
the statement that 
uses some 
developed 
arguments to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
limited 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
simple judgements 
which have some 
links to the 
analysis, leading to 
a conclusion with 
limited 
justification.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 4: Level 2 – 6 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 2 of 2): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A basic analysis of 
the statement that 
uses some 
developed 
arguments to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
limited 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
simple judgements 
which have some 
links to the 
analysis, leading to 
a conclusion with 
limited 
justification.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 4: Level 2 – 6 Marks
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Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A good analysis of 
the statement that 
uses logical chains 
of reasoning to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by a 
sound 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements which 
are clearly linked to 
the analysis, 
leading to a 
partially justified 
conclusion.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• refer to different Jewish points of view

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 5: Level 3 – 8 Marks

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2):
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Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A good analysis of 
the statement that 
uses logical chains 
of reasoning to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by a 
sound 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements which 
are clearly linked to 
the analysis, 
leading to a 
partially justified 
conclusion.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• refer to different Jewish points of view

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 5: Level 3 – 8 Marks

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2):
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Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A good analysis of 
the statement that 
uses logical chains 
of reasoning to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by a 
sound 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements which 
are clearly linked to 
the analysis, 
leading to a 
partially justified 
conclusion.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 6: Level 3 – 8 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 2 of 2): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A good analysis of 
the statement that 
uses logical chains 
of reasoning to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by a 
sound 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements which 
are clearly linked to 
the analysis, 
leading to a 
partially justified 
conclusion.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 6: Level 3 – 8 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 1 of 3): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A good analysis of 
the statement that 
uses logical chains 
of reasoning to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by a 
sound 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements which 
are clearly linked to 
the analysis, 
leading to a 
partially justified 
conclusion.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Free will means that people can behave however they want.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 7: Level 3 – 9 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 2 of 3): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A good analysis of 
the statement that 
uses logical chains 
of reasoning to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by a 
sound 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements which 
are clearly linked to 
the analysis, 
leading to a 
partially justified 
conclusion.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Free will means that people can behave however they want.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 7: Level 3 – 9 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 3 of 3): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A good analysis of 
the statement that 
uses logical chains 
of reasoning to 
discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by a 
sound 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements which 
are clearly linked to 
the analysis, 
leading to a 
partially justified 
conclusion.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Free will means that people can behave however they want.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 7: Level 3 – 9 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A sustained and 
coherent analysis 
of the statement 
that uses logical 
chains of reasoning 
to discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
thorough 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements 
supported by the 
appraisal of 
arguments, leading 
to a justified 
conclusion that is 
consistent with the 
analysis.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 8: Level 4 – 10 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 2 of 2): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A sustained and 
coherent analysis 
of the statement 
that uses logical 
chains of reasoning 
to discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
thorough 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements 
supported by the 
appraisal of 
arguments, leading 
to a justified 
conclusion that is 
consistent with the 
analysis.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 8: Level 4 – 10 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A sustained and 
coherent analysis 
of the statement 
that uses logical 
chains of reasoning 
to discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
thorough 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements 
supported by the 
appraisal of 
arguments, leading 
to a justified 
conclusion that is 
consistent with the 
analysis.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Everyone should have a belief in an afterlife.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• non-religious points of view

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 9: Level 4 – 10 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 2 of 2): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A sustained and 
coherent analysis 
of the statement 
that uses logical 
chains of reasoning 
to discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
thorough 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements 
supported by the 
appraisal of 
arguments, leading 
to a justified 
conclusion that is 
consistent with the 
analysis.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Everyone should have a belief in an afterlife.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• non-religious points of view

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 9: Level 4 – 10 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 1 of 3): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A sustained and 
coherent analysis 
of the statement 
that uses logical 
chains of reasoning 
to discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
thorough 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements 
supported by the 
appraisal of 
arguments, leading 
to a justified 
conclusion that is 
consistent with the 
analysis.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Celebrating Shabbat at home is more important than

celebrating it in the synagogue.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 10: Level 4 – 12 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 2 of 3): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A sustained and 
coherent analysis 
of the statement 
that uses logical 
chains of reasoning 
to discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
thorough 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements 
supported by the 
appraisal of 
arguments, leading 
to a justified 
conclusion that is 
consistent with the 
analysis.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Celebrating Shabbat at home is more important than

celebrating it in the synagogue.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 10: Level 4 – 12 Marks
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Student Answer (Page 3 of 3): Best-fit level 
descriptor:

A sustained and 
coherent analysis 
of the statement 
that uses logical 
chains of reasoning 
to discuss different 
points of view, 
underpinned by 
thorough 
understanding of 
religion and belief.

This leads to 
reasoned 
judgements 
supported by the 
appraisal of 
arguments, leading 
to a justified 
conclusion that is 
consistent with the 
analysis.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

‘Celebrating Shabbat at home is more important than

celebrating it in the synagogue.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:

• refer to Jewish teachings

• reach a justified conclusion 

Example 10: Level 4 – 12 Marks
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Contact the Religious Studies team:

Email: teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com 

Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535​ (Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm GMT)

Contact online: ​https://bit.ly/2KLSNT0

Book a Teams meeting with the subject advisor: 
https://bit.ly/3rEVLx8  

Follow us on LinkedIn: https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx

Stay informed:

Sign up for subject updates: https://bit.ly/2G6mmfe
View the latest subject update online: https://bit.ly/3zsnxjL

Access Course Materials:

Visit the Pearson Edexcel Religious Studies website for course 
materials:

• Specification and sample assessments: 
(GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE

• Exam materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE
• Teaching and learning materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int 

GCSE

Access teaching support and training:

• Learn more about our training events

Access published resources:

• Learn more

Further Support for Edexcel Religious 
Studies

http://about:blank
http://about:blank
https://bit.ly/3rEVLx8
https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
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