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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

About this resource

The exemplars within this pack include G

answers which focus on Judaism as the o
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chosen religion. Religious Studies B

Beliefs in Action
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series with marks awarded spanning
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amended level descriptors.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Level Descriptors

Our extended evaluation questions are level-marked rather than point-marked.
This involves the examiner reading through the whole answer before awarding a
level using a best-fit approach. A mark is then decided based on how well it
meets the descriptors within that level.

Level Mark Descriptor

N/A 0  Norewardable response.

A superficial analysis of the statement that uses undeveloped
arguments, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of
religion and belief.

Judgements are asserted without clear links to the analysis.

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by limited

2 4-6 ' understanding of religion and belief.
This leads to simple judgements which have some links to the analysis,
leading to a conclusion with limited justification.

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a sound

3 7-9 | understanding of religion and belief.
This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
thorough understanding of religion and belief.

4 10-12 | : .
This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with the
analysis.

‘Point(s) of view’ always means arguments for and against the statement. Where
specified in the bullet points under the question, it may also include one of the
following:

« different views within the religion

* non-religious views

+ philosophical arguments

+ ethical arguments.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 1: Level 1 - 2 Marks

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 1): Best-fit level

*(d) “The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinal.” pqoo descrlptor:
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 2: Level 2 - 4 Marks

Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

« refer to different Jewish points of view

 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): Best-fit level
descriptor:
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 2: Level 2 - 4 Marks

Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

« refer to different Jewish points of view

 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2): Best-fit level

descriptor:
fedova,  means  bo  Caddn otver and shto
u,'nj Dy Celebyabe &, A basic analysis of

the statement that
uses some
developed
arguments to
discuss different

..... S e points of view,
underpinned by
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This leads to

e simple judgements
which have some
links to the
analysis, leading to
a conclusion with
limited
justification.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 3: Level 2 - 5 Marks

Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

« refer to different Jewish points of view

 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): Best-fit level

[d) “Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

- refer to Jewish teachings

« refer to different Jewish points of view
- reach a justified conclusion.
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a conclusion with
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justification.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 3: Level 2 - 5 Marks

Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

+ refer to different Jewish points of view

 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2):

A Ahat | Shabbtd  hao more. Idfg'zcﬂu
—d ﬁ?lﬂ*’ﬁfﬁ‘mff For f‘%{)nf}/a C/ 4

yeminde Jews
_—omd 10, Ee&pr%oég 74 ,?_J’ [d A Beng
eQUINE O 4 feshiVado B
hawe ey jfgm ‘Geonce..

people. mu/gz BTGP
oo Moy e fhak tle. _? g

SeulCen _haae mare. signi oo
hon f&RLad., T=0r &cmm, IE=Ag
a pPlace ,Wlere  people ome K&u

—enily 71’0 pragy. ond ;ﬁd@”fh,f/w

N Same

(L ﬁh@vlo ger O‘{cmjw&%hm
_Commenity. Tha fs aok
_OrGUIEN %,62:: feohudds. h __
68 4 (b A OUo. 571G NI (@“ce
To c“cmcﬁude £ hihe festuals
............. dicdnA foOJe o YQ{ Lgy0Lo Ligniey
ZaanCe s  people il Oﬂ@m M

REE A o gor  Fogetor anl
__________ pe cth GAd ancl (ouedl Oneg.

@ Pearson

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
12-mark exemplar answers: Judaism
Page 7 of 24

Best-fit level
descriptor:

A basic analysis of
the statement that
uses some
developed
arguments to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
limited
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
simple judgements
which have some
links to the
analysis, leading to
a conclusion with
limited
justification.
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 4: Level 2 - 6 Marks

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Jewish teachings
» reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2):
e
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A basic analysis of
the statement that
uses some
developed
arguments to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
limited
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
simple judgements
which have some
links to the
analysis, leading to
a conclusion with
limited
justification.



Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 4: Level 2 - 6 Marks

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Jewish teachings
 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2):
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A basic analysis of
the statement that
uses some
developed
arguments to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
limited
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
simple judgements
which have some
links to the
analysis, leading to
a conclusion with
limited
justification.
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 5: Level 3 - 8 Marks

Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

+ refer to different Jewish points of view

 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): Best-fit level
— Yo Kippuar descriptor:
(d} “Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.” _

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should: A gOOd analysis of
«  refer to Jewish teachings

«  refer to different Jewish points of view the State_ment that
« reach a justified conclusion. uses Ioglcal chains

of reasoning to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by a
sound
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements which
are clearly linked to
the analysis,
leading to a
partially justified
conclusion.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 5: Level 3 - 8 Marks

Jewish festivals have less religious importance now.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

+ refer to different Jewish points of view

 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2): Best-fit level
descriptor:

F

O.F'l WWWM{T?_
mw W%

A good analysis of
the statement that
uses logical chains
of reasoning to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by a
sound
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements which
are clearly linked to
the analysis,
leading to a
partially justified
conclusion.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 6: Level 3 - 8 Marks

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Jewish teachings
» reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): RSO

*(d) "The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai”
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A good analysis of
the statement that
uses logical chains
of reasoning to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by a
sound
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements which
are clearly linked to
the analysis,
leading to a
partially justified
conclusion.
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 6: Level 3 - 8 Marks

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

» reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2):
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A good analysis of
the statement that
uses logical chains
of reasoning to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by a
sound
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements which
are clearly linked to
the analysis,
leading to a
partially justified
conclusion.
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 7: Level 3 - 9 Marks

‘Free will means that people can behave however they want.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Jewish teachings
 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 3):
d. Free will does not mean that people can behave however they want to, as even though we

have free will as humans, we still must obey God's mitzvot and commandments. Therefore, we do

not have complete free will over ourselves, as we are cbliged to obey God's laws,

Some Jews would argue that free will does not mean that people can behave however they want
to, as God is a law giver, and therefore we have to abide by God's laws. Jews who believe In life
after death in Gan Eden and Gehinnom will argue that we should live by God's mitzvot as If you
obey God's commandments and laws, then you will have a good afterlife in Gan Eden. They would
argue that we do have free will as humans, however we are obliged to live by God's mitzvot if we
want to go to Gan Eden, so therefore we don't have total free will as wemust abide by the laws
we were ghven by God. Furthermaore, more Orthodox Jews would argue that since the mitzvot are
direct, divine commandments from God they are therefore are not optional, as shown in the
Torah "Obey carefully all the words of this law. They are not just idle words for you, they are your
whaole life.' In summary, people do have free will as any human does, however God commanded
us to obey his mitzvot, and therefore they have to live by the laws that they were given by God.
This is a strong argument as the mitzvot are rules that Jews have to follow, so therefore they have
a level of free will as they are humans, however they still have to obey the mitzvot as they are

from God, and so therefore people do not have complete free will

Page 14 of 24
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A good analysis of
the statement that
uses logical chains
of reasoning to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by a
sound
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements which
are clearly linked to
the analysis,
leading to a
partially justified
conclusion.



Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 7: Level 3 - 9 Marks

‘Free will means that people can behave however they want.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 3):
On the other hand, other Jews may argue that free will does mean that people can behave
however they want to. Reform Jews argue that the mitzvot are not divine themsehees, but are
divinely Inspired, and therefore, Jews do not have to obey them. Reform Jews may argue that the
ritual laws are binding, but the ethical laws are not, Therefore, Reform Jews would argue that
they do have free will and can behave how they want to, as the mitzvot are not all binding, and
therefore they can act however they would like to. However, this argument is weak as even if the
mitzvot are divinely inspired, they are still laws in Judaism, which should be respected and

followed.
Another argument for free will not meaning that people can behave however they want to is that

we were all made in God's image, as shown in the Torah, ‘God created man in his own image, in
the image of God he created them, male and female he created them'. Therefore, some Jews may
argue that humans don't have complete free will as we were made in God's iImage and therefore
we have a certain level of ethics and morals in us that stop us from behaving however we would
like to. Some may argue that this is a weak point as we are created in God's image and God has
free will and is all-powerful, therefore if we were created in God's image, surely we would also
hawve this high level of free will and power over our actions and what we do. This is true, however
there are many people in the world who do not have power over their actions and what they do,
so therefore surely If we did have complete Gedly power over ourselves, nobody would be

oppressed,
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A good analysis of
the statement that
uses logical chains
of reasoning to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by a
sound
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements which
are clearly linked to
the analysis,
leading to a
partially justified
conclusion.



Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 7: Level 3 - 9 Marks

‘Free will means that people can behave however they want.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 3 of 3):

On the other hand, some Jews may argue that we do have complete free will over ourselves as
they may argue that this world is a test to determine the goodness of our souls, and determing
the afterlife of our souls. Therefore, they would argue that we do have complete free will over
how we behave as it is a test from God to see what we do, and whether we are worthy of having a
good afterlife. Some Jews believe that evil souls are destroyed, however ather Jews believe in an
approach more similar to heaven and hell; Gan Eden and Gehinnom. Therefore, it 15 up to us in
this world to decide how we want to live, and we have complete free will to live a sinful life,

however, our decisions now will reflect in our afterlife.

In conclusion, we do have a level of free will over how we act, however we were ghven the mitvot

by God, and so many lews may argue that we do not have much free will, as we must live a life as

similar to how Ged Intended for us to live as we can. This is also shown in the Torah, 'be holy as |
am holy’, emphasises that as humans we must live a holy life to be holy like God. Therefore, we
do have free will, however as we are obliged to follow God's commandments, we do not have

complete and total free will in this life.
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A good analysis of
the statement that
uses logical chains
of reasoning to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by a
sound
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements which
are clearly linked to
the analysis,
leading to a
partially justified
conclusion.
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 8: Level 4 - 10 Marks

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Jewish teachings
 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2):
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A sustained and
coherent analysis
of the statement
that uses logical
chains of reasoning
to discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
thorough
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements
supported by the
appraisal of
arguments, leading
to a justified
conclusion that is
consistent with the
analysis.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 8: Level 4 - 10 Marks

‘The most important Covenant for the Jews was the one at Sinai.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

 reach ajustified conclusion

Best-fit level
descriptor:

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2):
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thorough
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements
supported by the
appraisal of
arguments, leading
to a justified
conclusion that is
consistent with the
analysis.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 9: Level 4 - 10 Marks

‘Everyone should have a belief in an afterlife.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

* non-religious points of view

 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): Best-fit level

descriptor:
() *Fweryone should have a belief in an afterlife”

Evaluate this statement consldering arguments for and against.

In your response you should: e Lt A sustained and
refier to Jewish teachings o LANINE oF [abe- ;
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 9: Level 4 - 10 Marks

‘Everyone should have a belief in an afterlife.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

* non-religious points of view

 reach a justified conclusion

Best-fit level

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2):
descriptor:
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that uses logical
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to discuss different
points of view,
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thorough
understanding of
religion and belief.
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arguments, leading
to a justified
conclusion that is
consistent with the
analysis.
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 10: Level 4 - 12 Marks

‘Celebrating Shabbat at home is more important than
celebrating it in the synagogue.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Jewish teachings
 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 3):
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A sustained and
coherent analysis
of the statement
that uses logical
chains of reasoning
to discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
thorough
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements
supported by the
appraisal of
arguments, leading
to a justified
conclusion that is
consistent with the
analysis.



Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 10: Level 4 - 12 Marks

‘Celebrating Shabbat at home is more important than
celebrating it in the synagogue.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 3): Best-fit level

yeas tu fomplete. Many Jeuus ague this s Ciremuls irmpolieg
e becawam b 13 o pideEvedk g '05:«“?-1“ te swrds of (e Toroh
in order ¥ ‘ollan afierlite’ and 9 ik Marel] g freme
(o5 mn in Briai Avas ) . Mwerer, % e Torol: Can_besuctec) o)
readt guietly ok home and e fre Qebahng Thabhot in M
7900998 15 et Cruci o -

r“l{h‘.ﬁ Jews belrove tlok &J&Lmhrﬂ shoblxif n the
heme 5 tiw mor ,m!wr,ﬁct"'f beause e tvadibeanr and
nhals ove e perted wow of  CULIGILING e miteval, ﬁ'nm#@_
5'("0"1'1 of "Leowh  Hoom. va.,mu w‘y ‘f‘ﬂJn,{ Child e’ ~
reqod s b trodibons ogd piitzvek . Fe AeSmmg en Jewish Tr'ﬁdmﬁ‘r
i cpveied 10 TewiL @umiiies ond fle mpvelS, Such oS (ghtiy
e condles | ?ﬂ’juf; o blezing overand diznking i wive and
fuﬁrlg Challath cge rituals o cor a pariect wgly fo feach
Cluldes. ?Iﬁm.* Jedane, He  Torvth shynes Lehiqd Cﬁﬁcﬂ;h/)‘m@
Nl putting su1f €€ the Chafjah wrd  Padifions - This is o
e stroing cw'gwﬁ as. fraglitiesn P possind oA Judlar isna_ks
Wy I porbundt iv ?Eq Jasdst,  Fopify - STsbYnp

Howewer, Somg Jews Ogve dot alebmbn Sqll

i He Tyregogue s e px i poctern 1= Hen in#€ bhome
kcm-tfﬂ i Ffﬂao..zjrf’ “’e"w-— [Sl-f"*f.‘:frjr in e ¢ ovianeity, Wikl Mcuns
peoplt creales a Cowla~0i® | wglkijeg b mere. Uiy for
Uorshens. 1o listen - This wevidh mele prosing. irn e Synw gig,
Shuhbat

Qin more I WPorteant a5 Hothun onswssrng poye

6 vty impel tanrk f2 mest Jaws. Howeves His is mot tha
E:'f?'ﬂr'-?ﬂj? We-T! et b{’::mﬁ'_ oq..:],ﬁlﬁtll for Question 3 = 27 marks)

@ Pearson

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
12-mark exemplar answers: Judaism
Page 22 of 24

descriptor:

A sustained and
coherent analysis
of the statement
that uses logical
chains of reasoning
to discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
thorough
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements
supported by the
appraisal of
arguments, leading
to a justified
conclusion that is
consistent with the
analysis.



Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Judaism

Example 10: Level 4 - 12 Marks

‘Celebrating Shabbat at home is more important than
celebrating it in the synagogue.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Jewish teachings

 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 3 of 3): Best-fit level
descriptor:
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religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements
supported by the
appraisal of
arguments, leading
to a justified
conclusion that is
consistent with the
analysis.
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Further Support for Edexcel Religious

Studies

Contact the Religious Studies team:

Email: teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com
Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535 (Mon - Fri, 9am - 5pm GMT)

Contact online: https://bit.ly/2KLSNTO

Book a Teams meeting with the subject advisor:
https://bit.ly/3rEVLX8

Follow us on LinkedIn: https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx

Stay informed:

Sign up for subject updates: https://bit.ly/2G6mmfe
View the latest subject update online: https://bit.ly/3zsnx|L

N Access Course Materials:
Visit the Pearson Edexcel Religious Studies website for course

materials:

+ Specification and sample assessments:
(GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE

« Exam materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE

« Teaching and learning materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int
GCSE

Access teaching support and training:

« Learn more about our training events

Access published resources:

e Learn more
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