Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

About this resource

The exemplars within this pack include G

answers which focus on Christianity -
. GCSE (9-1)

as the chosen religion. Religious Studies B

Beliefs in Action

All were taken from the 2023 exam
series with marks awarded spanning
the mark and level range*

All exemplars were marked against the
amended level descriptors.
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*Please note: Additional Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar marks have not been included within
this pack, to maintain a focus on the amended level descriptors.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Level Descriptors

Our extended evaluation questions are level-marked rather than point-marked.
This involves the examiner reading through the whole answer before awarding a
level using a best-fit approach. A mark is then decided based on how well it
meets the descriptors within that level.

Level Mark Descriptor

N/A 0  Norewardable response.

A superficial analysis of the statement that uses undeveloped
arguments, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of
religion and belief.

Judgements are asserted without clear links to the analysis.

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed arguments
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by limited

2 4-6 ' understanding of religion and belief.
This leads to simple judgements which have some links to the analysis,
leading to a conclusion with limited justification.

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of reasoning
to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a sound

3 7-9 | understanding of religion and belief.
This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses logical
chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
thorough understanding of religion and belief.

4 10-12 | : .
This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with the
analysis.

‘Point(s) of view’ always means arguments for and against the statement. Where
specified in the bullet points under the question, it may also include one of the
following:

« different views within the religion

* non-religious views

+ philosophical arguments

+ ethical arguments.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 1: Level 1 - 1 Mark

‘The local church is essential for the individual believer.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 1):

*(d) “The local church is essential for the individual believer”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against

In your response you should
refer to Christian teachings
reach a justified conclusion.
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@ Pearson

Best-fit level
descriptor:

A superficial
analysis of the
statement that
uses undeveloped
arguments,
underpinned by
isolated elements
of understanding
of religion and
belief.

Judgements are

asserted without
clear links to the
analysis.
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 2: Level 1 - 3 Marks

‘The local church is essential for the individual believer.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
+ refer to Christian teachings
» reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2):

*(d) “The local church is essential for the individual believer”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against

In your response you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
«  reach a justified conclusion.
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A superficial
analysis of the
statement that
uses undeveloped
arguments,
underpinned by
isolated elements
of understanding
of religion and
belief.

Judgements are
asserted without
clear links to the
analysis.

Examiner note:

This answer includes
irrelevant information
that cannot be
credited, including
non-religious
arguments.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 2: Level 1 - 3 Marks

‘The local church is essential for the individual believer.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Christian teachings

» reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2):
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A superficial
analysis of the
statement that
uses undeveloped
arguments,
underpinned by
isolated elements
of understanding
of religion and
belief.

Judgements are

asserted without
clear links to the
analysis.

Examiner note:

This answer includes
irrelevant information
that cannot be
credited, including
non-religious
arguments.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 3: Level 2 - 4 Marks

‘The local church is essential for the individual believer.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2):

*(d) “The local church is essential for the individual believer”

v

Evaluate this staterment considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should
refier to Christian teachings
reach a justified conclusion.
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A basic analysis of
the statement that
uses some
developed
arguments to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
limited
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
simple judgements
which have some
links to the
analysis, leading to
a conclusion with
limited
justification.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 3: Level 2 - 4 Marks

‘The local church is essential for the individual believer.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Christian teachings

 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2): Best-fit level
descriptor:
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the statement that
uses some
developed
arguments to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
limited
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
simple judgements
which have some
links to the
analysis, leading to
a conclusion with
limited
justification.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 4: Level 2 - 5 Marks

‘The universe is a commodity to be used as humans want.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
+ refer to Christian teachings
» reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2):

{d) *The universe is a commaodity to be used as humans want” 5-}
| commodity | “tUeoves &m &

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
« reach a justified conclusion.

\ retions 1 A |
*ﬁ/@zé—a@rnfm &% God. %%miﬂq\

he uivesz o o e mons.

Yer 8 ot s E?a % ) 36)5 w
%(’f b amal =t VA, "5""': -, s veans

%w@c%é- Pxﬂﬁi\”ﬂf rcdsen W LN

Cheshans Muxs willh dend
15 Decaae J'm Suparten B
amls.  Yor MQL R ‘@J Mﬂﬂﬂ/ OGN\

hug  OWM ﬂ US  Maond

Wess 53'1.04.5?)\& 020, Yhe UM \psSe
05 o L,,Lr"ul‘*m&ﬁr\ as *‘Jw\ ares  apale
ol W

Yowercur, Some. Cnshons

I-"IJ.L\ &ﬁm@l

os Yor Do Yk e

o O mﬁ}i apre. :}5 fhzm
e&w’ ( “f" 2 E‘l\ﬁu e

d Rl over 5&,&1,( ;;Qf—}‘h W MMy 2000

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
12-mark exemplar answers: Christianity
Page 8 of 23

Best-fit level
descriptor:

A basic analysis of
the statement that
uses some
developed
arguments to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
limited
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
simple judgements
which have some
links to the
analysis, leading to
a conclusion with
limited
justification.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 4: Level 2 - 5 Marks

‘The universe is a commodity to be used as humans want.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2):
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A basic analysis of
the statement that
uses some
developed
arguments to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
limited
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
simple judgements
which have some
links to the
analysis, leading to
a conclusion with
limited
justification.
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 5: Level 2 - 6 Marks

‘The local church is essential for the individual believer.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

+ refer to Christian teachings

» reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2):
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A basic analysis of
the statement that
uses some
developed
arguments to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
limited
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
simple judgements
which have some
links to the
analysis, leading to
a conclusion with
limited
justification.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 5: Level 2 - 6 Marks

‘The local church is essential for the individual believer.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
+ refer to Christian teachings
» reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2):

amﬂ 1t o Shedies Lore omdess
pAe | un ty, Jood ¥ MSL,LW@
lfu,m (autles Jui2yalso okp

CW{-@ NNEX ) Uaistnaty
wthmJ Wity 4L Clusmths .

Houby SomeCiuis hous W tnat Ve

|0cal Cantla WOy oo uteuba , Vit f S vist
eevbiol ebwdial peliover Tt
iy 100 T?J‘HM, &Hfa:t CVStows

oVahil, & e (s
wipa wmwwmm Wdl/ %

UB o Clumch, | Laﬁy NSt
SEJEQWLL%L«CUD’. WU l o (loge wnd
With aodl MWOMMWS”SG}

&Mw f"lﬂm w E{’SU'S,

.Wﬂw ol smmg puwj viot | e Sy

W the exd, | 4 powd say Mot okl

0 O th @ e o UtesdL, Compasy(
place VSN (,Mrihws i 15 vot eXembal on
Dloﬁs b howe 1D et Hae (oo ) Yol

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies
12-mark exemplar answers: Christianity
Page 11 of 23

@ Pearson

Best-fit level
descriptor:

A basic analysis of
the statement that
uses some
developed
arguments to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
limited
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
simple judgements
which have some
links to the
analysis, leading to
a conclusion with
limited
justification.
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 6: Level 3 - 7 Marks

‘Both men and women should be leaders in the Church.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Christian teachings

+ refer to different Christian points of view

 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): Best-fit level
{d) “Both men and women should be leaders in the Church” descriptor:

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 6: Level 3 - 7 Marks

‘Both men and women should be leaders in the Church.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
+ refer to different Christian points of view
 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2):
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A good analysis of
the statement that
uses logical chains
of reasoning to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by a
sound
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements which
are clearly linked to
the analysis,
leading to a
partially justified
conclusion.

Examiner note:

This answer includes
irrelevant
information that
cannot be credited,
including non-
religious arguments.

4>



Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 7: Level 3 - 8 Marks

‘The local church is essential for the individual believer.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
+ refer to Christian teachings
» reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2):

*(d) "The lecal church is essential for the individual believer”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
+ refer to Christian teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A good analysis of
the statement that
uses logical chains
of reasoning to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by a
sound
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements which
are clearly linked to
the analysis,
leading to a
partially justified
conclusion.
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 7: Level 3 - 8 Marks

‘The local church is essential for the individual believer.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Christian teachings

» reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2): Best-fit level
descriptor:
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 8: Level 3 - 9 Marks

‘The universe is a commodity to be used as humans want.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2):

(d) “The universe is a commadity to be used as humans want”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you should:

refer to Christian teachings
reach a justified conclusion.
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A good analysis of
the statement that
uses logical chains
of reasoning to
discuss different
points of view,
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Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies

(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 8: Level 3 - 9 Marks

‘The universe is a commodity to be used as humans want.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Christian teachings

 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2): Best-fit level
descriptor:
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 9: Level 4 - 10 Marks

‘The local church is essential for the individual believer.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Christian teachings

 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 2): Best-fit level
descriptor:

*(d) “The local church is essential for the individual believer”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. .
A sustained and

In your response you should: T .
refer to Christian teachings coherent analySIS
reach a justified conclusion. of the statement

that uses logical
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 9: Level 4 - 10 Marks

‘The local church is essential for the individual believer.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
 reach ajustified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 2):
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A sustained and
coherent analysis
of the statement
that uses logical
chains of reasoning
to discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
thorough
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements
supported by the
appraisal of
arguments, leading
to a justified
conclusion that is
consistent with the
analysis.
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 10: Level 4 - 11 Marks

‘Both men and women should be leaders in the Church.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
+ refer to different Christian points of view
 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 1 of 3):

(d) “Both men and women should be leaders in the Church”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
refer to Christian teachings
refer to different Christian points of view
reach a justified conclusion.
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A sustained and
coherent analysis
of the statement
that uses logical
chains of reasoning
to discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
thorough
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements
supported by the
appraisal of
arguments, leading
to a justified
conclusion that is
consistent with the
analysis.
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 10: Level 4 - 11 Marks

‘Both men and women should be leaders in the Church.’

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response, you should:
« refer to Christian teachings
+ refer to different Christian points of view
 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 2 of 3):
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Best-fit level
descriptor:

A sustained and
coherent analysis
of the statement
that uses logical
chains of reasoning
to discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
thorough
understanding of
religion and belief.

This leads to
reasoned
judgements
supported by the
appraisal of
arguments, leading
to a justified
conclusion that is
consistent with the
analysis.
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(d) ‘Evaluation’ exemplar answers: Christianity

Example 10: Level 4 - 11 Marks

‘Both men and women should be leaders in the Church.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response, you should:

« refer to Christian teachings

+ refer to different Christian points of view

 reach a justified conclusion

Student Answer (Page 3 of 3): Best-fit level
_ descriptor:
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Further Support for Edexcel Religious

Studies

Contact the Religious Studies team:

Email: teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com
Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535 (Mon - Fri, 9am - 5pm GMT)

Contact online: https://bit.ly/2KLSNTO

Book a Teams meeting with the subject advisor:
https://bit.ly/3rEVLX8

Follow us on LinkedIn: https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx

Stay informed:

Sign up for subject updates: https://bit.ly/2G6mmfe
View the latest subject update online: https://bit.ly/3zsnx|L

N Access Course Materials:
Visit the Pearson Edexcel Religious Studies website for course

materials:

+ Specification and sample assessments:
(GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE

« Exam materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE

« Teaching and learning materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int
GCSE

Access teaching support and training:

« Learn more about our training events

Access published resources:

e Learn more
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