
GCSE

Religious Studies

New to Edexcel



This training is designed for teachers who are moving 

to Pearson Edexcel or delivering the Pearson Edexcel 

specification for the first time.

This will support you in getting ready to teach the 

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies A and B specifications.

Event description



During this event 

You will:

• consider the structure, content and assessment of 

the specifications and the support available

• review the new content in the specifications and 

exam techniques

• explore the points-based mark schemes

• explore the levels-based mark schemes

• explore possible teaching and delivery strategies.



What does Pearson Edexcel 

have to offer?
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Why choose Pearson Edexcel Religious 

Studies? 

• A specification to suit all students

• Topics to suit the interests of your students

• Flexible and clear structure

• Choice of religions and routes

• Develops understanding and appreciation of beliefs

• Provides a holistic understanding of religion

• Accessible assessment

• Expert support for planning and delivery
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The support offered

• A dedicated subject advisor, who is your contact for all things RS 

(answering questions, organising training, listening to you).

• A dedicated team of assessment and religious content experts with years 

of experience who head up our senior team – and are also teachers in a 

variety of schools around the country.

• A dedicated team of assessment managers within Pearson who work 

around the world on assessment and quality teaching materials.



There is a choice of two 

specifications
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The two specifications

Specification A: 

Faith and Practice in the 21st Century

Specification B: 

Beliefs in Action

Download 

Spec A

Download 

Spec B

about:blank
about:blank
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Specifications: structure and content

The criteria were divided into two parts (A and B) to allow specifications to be 

designed with two different approaches:

• Specification A offers a 75:25 split between two religions

• Specification B offers a 50:50 split between two religions.
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Assessment Objectives

Objective Weighting

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 

religion and belief, including:

• beliefs, practices and sources of authority

• influence on individuals, communities and 

societies

• similarities and differences within and/or between 

religions and beliefs.

50%

AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, 

including their significance and influence.

50%
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Candidates must study two religions 

They have a choice from:

• Buddhism

• Christianity or Catholic Christianity

• Hinduism

• Islam

• Judaism

• Sikhism.

Christianity and Catholic Christianity cannot be studied together.
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Faith and Practice 

in the 21st Century 

Specification A
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Specification A: Faith and Practice

Paper 1 (50%) Four Questions split into four sub 

questions a, b, c, d

Paper 2 (25%) Two Questions split into four sub 

questions a, b, c, d

Paper 3 or 4 (25%) Two Questions split into four sub 

questions a, b, c, d
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Specification A: Area of study 1

Paper 1 (50%) – Four Questions split into four parts

Duration: 1 hour 45 minutes

Choice of Christianity, Catholic Christianity or Islam.

The four sections are:

• Beliefs and Teachings

• Practices

• Sources of Wisdom and Authority

• Forms of Expression and Ways of Life 
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Specification A: Area of study 2

Paper 2 (25%) – Two Questions split into four parts

Duration: 50 minutes

Choice of Christianity, Catholic Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, 

Hinduism, Judaism, Sikhism – but it must be a different religion that 

studied in area of study one.

* Prohibited combination: Christianity and Catholic Christianity

The two sections are:

• Beliefs and Teachings

• Practices
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Specification A: Area of study 3/4
The third area of study provides a choice of papers to suit the needs and 

interests of your students. 

Option 1 (Paper 3): Philosophy and Ethics Option 2 (Paper 4): Textual Study

From the perspective of the area of study one 

chosen religion.

A textual study

One 2-question paper One 2-question paper

50 minutes 50 minutes

25% 25%

The two sections are:

• Existence of God

• Marriage and the Family

St Mark’s Gospel

The two sections are:

• Who is Jesus?

• The Nature of Discipleship

or

The Qur’an

The two sections are:

• Beliefs and Teachings in Islam

• Lives of Prophets



Specification B

Beliefs in Action
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Specification B: Beliefs in Action

• The specification is split into two ‘Areas of Study’ (out of a choice of 

three), each studied from a different religion (choice of seven):

• Area of Study 1 (50%) – Four Questions split into four parts

• Area of Study 2 (50%) – Four Questions split into four parts

• Area of Study 3 (50%) – Four Questions split into four parts

• Each area of study is divided into smaller ‘Sections’ (e.g. living the 

religious life).

• These are then divided into eight bullet points to study.

• All examination questions stem from the requirements in the bullet 

points only.  
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Specification B: Area of study 1

Religion and Ethics 

One 4-question paper (50%)

Duration: 1 hour 45 minutes

Choose from Christianity, Catholic Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, 

Judaism, Sikhism.

* Prohibited combination: Christianity and Catholic Christianity across 

the papers

The four sections from one of your chosen religions are:

• Beliefs 

• Marriage and the Family 

• Living the Religious Life  

• Matters of Life and Death 
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Specification B: Area of study 2

Religion, Peace and Conflict

One 4-question paper (50%)

Duration: 1 hour 45 minutes

Choose from Christianity, Catholic Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, 

Judaism, Sikhism.

* Prohibited combination: Christianity and Catholic Christianity across 

the papers

The four sections from one of your chosen religions are:

• Beliefs

• Crime and Punishment

• Living the Religious Life 

• Peace and Conflict 



21© Pearson Education 2024

Specification B: Area of study 3

Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice

One 4-question paper (50%)

Duration: 1 hour 45 minutes

Choose from Christianity, Catholic Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, 

Judaism, Sikhism.

* Prohibited combination: Christianity and Catholic Christianity across 

the papers

The four sections from one of your chosen religions are:

• Beliefs

• Philosophy of Religion 

• Living the Religious Life

• Equality 



Once you have chosen 

your specification, and two 

religions, there are a few 

other key points to make a 

note of
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The structure of both specifications 

Each area of study has sections.

This is an example of section 1: 

Catholic Christianity 

Beliefs and teachings 

The section is divided into eight 

bullet points. All exam questions 

and mark schemes are based on 

these bullet points only. Avoid 

relying on text books or social 

media.

The asterisk is to identify a 

question which will require 

knowledge and understanding 

between two religions in the UK. 



Assessment
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(a) Question format 

The a) questions will usually:

• Ask candidates to ‘Outline three…’

• Require candidates to provide three one-sentence answers to the

question.

• On rare occasions candidates will be asked to ‘State three...’, these 

answers do not need detail and can be presented in a list.

• An outline question can use the words ‘Outline three...’

Features, ways, beliefs, responses, events, reasons, teachings, 

elements, types... or other terms that are appropriate to access the 

information in the specification .
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(a) Question mark scheme 

Candidates do not have to develop points but they do have to outline in a 

sentence. 

A correct list of three things is awarded 1 mark.
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(a) Question marking example  

The candidate answers providing three correct beliefs about holy 

books in Islam as an outline and is awarded 3 marks. 
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(a) Question marking example  

The candidate answers by providing a list of the names of three correct 

objects found in a synagogue, they are named rather than outlined and 

the answer is awarded 1 mark as per the mark scheme for a list.
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(b) Question format

The b) questions will:

• Ask candidates to ‘Explain two…’ or ‘Describe two...’

When explaining, the candidates are required to provide two developed 

points.

When describing, the candidates will be comparing two religions in the UK 

across this component. These topics are highlighted in the specification 

with an asterisk *.

Candidates will receive one mark for each correct point and a further mark 

for the development of the point to a maximum of 4 marks.
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(b) Question mark scheme 
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(b) Question example

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

The candidate answers by providing two beliefs and developing 

each and is awarded 4 marks.
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(c) Question format

These questions require candidates to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of religion and belief, including:

• beliefs, practices and sources of authority

• influence of individuals, communities and societies

• similarities and differences within and/or between religions and beliefs.

They require a source of wisdom and authority.
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(c) Sources of wisdom and authority

These are suggestions, 

other sources can be used. 

Students do not have to 

learn them off by heart but 

must be able to use them to 

support their answers.
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Marking advice – sources of wisdom

• If you are unsure check it using a search engine. Enter the gist of the 

paraphrase and ‘Bible’ or ‘Christian teaching’, Jewish scriptures etc.

• If the candidate tells you that it is in John, and then paraphrases or quotes 

something else, for example, from Genesis do not credit it.

• If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets 

the paraphrase can be awarded and ignore the bracketed reference.

• If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is 

not accredited to them, do not credit it.

• The candidate does not have to reference a quote or quote it word for 

word.

• If a candidate gives the right book but the wrong chapter/verse then the 

reference can still be awarded the mark – we do not need chapter and 

verse.
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(c) Question mark scheme

Reject Mark

AO1 5 marks

Award one mark for each reason/belief*. Award further 

marks for each development of the reason/belief up to a 

maximum of four marks. Award one further mark for any 

relevant source of wisdom or authority.

• Example reason (1) example development (1) Source 

of wisdom (1)

• Example reason (1) example development (1) Source 

of wisdom (1)

• Example reason (1) example development (1) Source 

of wisdom (1)

Accept any other valid response.

• Repeated 

reason/

development

• Development 

that does not 

relate both to 

the reason 

given and to the 

question

• Reference to a 

source of 

wisdom that 

does not relate 

to the reason 

given. 5

Please note that the source of wisdom must be part of the reasoning can be 

any part of the  answer and cannot be an isolated point
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(c) Question example

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

The candidate is 

awarded 5 marks. 
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(d) Question format

There will be a statement – one which provokes a divided opinion either within 

the religion or between the religious tradition and non-religious people.

This is followed by support for students in identifying the elements of the 

question needing to be covered.

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

• refer to (chosen religion) teachings

• reach a justified conclusion.

As identified on the specification for example.

This must be recognised by 

the candidate in their 

answer. Candidates must 

provide two points of view 

from within the religion they 

have studied. This is the 

‘divergent views’ indicated 

on the specification bullet 

point.
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(d) Question format

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and 

against.

In your response you must:

• refer to (chosen religion) teachings

• refer to different (chosen religion) points of view.

• reach a justified conclusion.

• In the Textual Studies papers (4A and 4B this will refer to Mark’s Gospel or 

refer to the Qur’an – there is a slightly different mark scheme for this).

This may be 

added as an 

extra bullet to 

further remind 

students to give 

diverse religious 

points of view
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(d) Question format

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and 

against.

In your response you must:

• refer to (chosen religion) teaching

• refer to non-religious points of view

• reach a justified conclusion.

As identified on the specification for example.

This indicates the discussion 

of arguments should be 

between the religious 

teachings/viewpoint and 

non-religious views
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(d) Question format

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and 

against.

In your response you must:

refer to chosen religion teaching

• refer to relevant ethical arguments/or refer to relevant 

philosophical arguments reach a justified conclusion

• reach a justified conclusion.

As identified on the specification for example.

This indicates that 

during the 

discussion of 

arguments an 

ethical or 

philosophical 

argument should 

be referred to.



The form of assessment 

now changes from point 

marking to level marking.

The aim of the (d) items is 

to assess Assessment 

Objective Two
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(d) Question mark scheme

There is a clear 

progression from 

Level 1 to Level 4.

Level mark 

schemes cannot 

be point marked. 

We are looking 

for best fit.

There is no one 

correct way to 

reach Level 4. The 

descriptors can be 

met in many ways.
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There are two lines 

within each level.

The first line is about 

the quality of 

understanding for 

religion and belief. The 

arguments either side 

of the issue.

The second line is 

about the 

judgement/evaluation 

of the arguments given 

and their value; and a 

conclusion.

Conclusions may be 

made throughout the 

answer rather than the 

end.
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There is no 

easy way to 

award a level.

It is not tick 

mark marking

You must read 

the response 

first and see 

where it fits 

best within the 

level 

descriptors.
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Starting to mark d) 

questions

Does the candidate 

demonstrate 

‘isolated’ pieces of 

understanding or 

limited or sound or 

thorough 

understanding?

Has the candidate 

made judgements 

about the value of 

the arguments they 

have presented? 

Are they asserted / 

made some links/ 

clearly link or 

appraised 
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A sustained and 

coherent 

analysis of the 

statement that 

uses logical 

chains of 

reasoning to 

discuss different 

points of view, 

underpinned by 

thorough 

understanding of 

religion and 

belief. 

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by 

the appraisal of arguments, leading to a justified 

conclusion that is consistent with the analysis.

In the mark scheme there are two bullet 

points. The first addresses the 

presentation of the arguments for and 

against… these are about the statement.

The second is a consideration of the 

argument itself. The candidate 

makes judgements about the 

evidence – leading to a conclusion. 

The descriptors inside the arrows are 

for level 4 in the mark scheme
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Spelling Punctuation 
and Grammar

Spelling, Punctuation and 

Grammar (SPaG) are an 

essential part of the 

assessment of GCSE 

Religious Studies 

Qualifications. It is 

assessed by separate 

criteria to the content and 

Assessment Objectives 

within the qualifications. 

SPaG is assessed on 

50% of the AO2 12-mark 

questions.



Summary 
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Summary

• Use the specification terminology in teaching and preparing 

candidates for examinations; the language in the specification will be 

used in the examination questions.

• Candidates should write in sentences for all questions on the paper.

• Candidates should read the question carefully and answer the 

question asked.

• When a candidate uses a source of wisdom it should be integral to 

the candidate’s answer and used accurately, not artificially inserted.

• Appraisal on the value of arguments is essential on evaluation 

questions.



50© Pearson Education 2024

Places to get Pearson Edexcel material 
and advice 

The Pearson Edexcel website contains lots of materials, which have been 

checked by senior examiners, including:

• course planners

• exemplar material and examiner guidance

• explanation of command words

• marking guidance

• definitions of useful terminology

• recordings of past training events

• schemes of work. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-studies.html

about:blank


Questions
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Questions

If you have any further 

questions, please add these to 

the Q&A/chat as appropriate?

Thank you for your participation
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Religious Studies Subject Advisor

Email: TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com

Twitter: https://twitter.com/EdexcelRS

Phone: UK: 0344 463 2817

(Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm GMT)

• Access the Religious Studies community

• Access the customer support portal

• Sign up to receive subject advisor updates

• Live chat via the 'contact us' page

• Find and book events

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

about:blank
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