


Event description

This training is designed for teachers who are moving
to Pearson Edexcel or delivering the Pearson Edexcel
specification for the first time.

This will support you in getting ready to teach the
GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies A and B specifications.

GCSE (9-1)
Religious Studies B

Beliefs in Action




During this event

You will;

e consider the structure, content and assessment of
the specifications and the support available

* review the new content in the specifications and
exam techniques

« explore the points-based mark schemes

« explore the levels-based mark schemes GCSE (9-1)
. . i ) Religious Studies B
« explore possible teaching and delivery strategies. i

PEARSON







Why choose Pearson Edexcel Religious
Studies?

* A specification to suit all students

* Topics to suit the interests of your students

* Flexible and clear structure

* Choice of religions and routes

* Develops understanding and appreciation of beliefs
* Provides a holistic understanding of religion

* Accessible assessment

* Expert support for planning and delivery
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The support offered

* A dedicated subject advisor, who is your contact for all things RS
(answering questions, organising training, listening to you).

* Adedicated team of assessment and religious content experts with years
of experience who head up our senior team — and are also teachers in a
variety of schools around the country.

* A dedicated team of assessment managers within Pearson who work
around the world on assessment and quality teaching materials.
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The two specifications

Specification A:
Faith and Practice in the 21st Century

edexcel &t

Download
Spec A

PEARSON

Specification B:

Beliefs in Action

Download

Spec B GCSE (9-1)

Religious Studies B

Beliefs in Action

PEARSON
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Specifications: structure and content

The criteria were divided into two parts (A and B) to allow specifications to be
designed with two different approaches:

« Specification A offers a 75:25 split between two religions
« Specification B offers a 50:50 split between two religions.
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Assessment Objectives

Objective

Weighting

AO1

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of
religion and belief, including:

beliefs, practices and sources of authority
influence on individuals, communities and
societies

similarities and differences within and/or between

religions and beliefs.

50%

AQO2

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, 50%
Including their significance and influence.

© Pearson Education 2024
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Candidates must study two religions

They have a choice from:

Buddhism

Christianity or Catholic Christianity
Hinduism

Islam

Judaism

Sikhism.

Christianity and Catholic Christianity cannot be studied together.

© Pearson Education 2024
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Specification A

Faith and Practice
In the 21st Century

PEARSON



Specification A: Faith and Practice

Paper 1 (50%)

Four Questions

split into four sub
guestions a, b, c, d

Paper 2 (25%)

Two Questions

split into four sub
guestions a, b, c, d

Paper 3 or 4 (25%)

Two Questions

split into four sub
guestions a, b, c, d

© Pearson Education 2024
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Specification A: Area of study 1

Paper 1 (50%) — Four Questions split into four parts
Duration: 1 hour 45 minutes
Choice of Christianity, Catholic Christianity or Islam.

The four sections are:

* Beliefs and Teachings

* Practices

* Sources of Wisdom and Authority

* Forms of Expression and Ways of Life

© Pearson Education 2024
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Specification A: Area of study 2

Paper 2 (25%) — Two Questions split into four parts

Duration: 50 minutes

Choice of Christianity, Catholic Christianity, Islam, Buddhism,
Hinduism, Judaism, Sikhism — but it must be a different religion that
studied in area of study one.

* Prohibited combination: Christianity and Catholic Christianity
The two sections are:
* Beliefs and Teachings

* Practices

© Pearson Education 2024
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Specification A: Area of study 3/4

The third area of study provides a choice of papers to suit the needs and

Interests of your students.

Option 1 (Paper 3): Philosophy and Ethics

Option 2 (Paper 4): Textual Study

From the perspective of the area of study one
chosen religion.

A textual study

One 2-question paper

One 2-question paper

50 minutes

50 minutes

25%

25%

The two sections are:
. Existence of God
« Marriage and the Family

St Mark’s Gospel

The two sections are:

«  Whois Jesus?

«  The Nature of Discipleship

or

The Qur’an

The two sections are:

« Beliefs and Teachings in Islam
« Lives of Prophets

© Pearson Education 2024
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Specification B
GCSE (9-1)
Religious Studies B

Beliefs in Action

Beliefs in Action

Specification

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Religious Studies B (1RB0)
First teaching from September 2016

First certification from 2018 | lssue 1

PEARSON



Specification B: Beliefs in Action

The specification is split into two ‘Areas of Study’ (out of a choice of
three), each studied from a different religion (choice of seven):

* Area of Study 1 (50%) — Four Questions split into four parts
* Area of Study 2 (50%) — Four Questions split into four parts
* Area of Study 3 (50%) — Four Questions split into four parts

Each area of study is divided into smaller ‘Sections’ (e.g. living the
religious life).

These are then divided into eight bullet points to study.

All examination questions stem from the requirements in the bullet
points only.

© Pearson Education 2024
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Specification B: Area of study 1

Religion and Ethics
One 4-question paper (50%)
Duration: 1 hour 45 minutes

Choose from Christianity, Catholic Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism,
Judaism, Sikhism.

* Prohibited combination: Christianity and Catholic Christianity across
the papers

The four sections from one of your chosen religions are:
* Beliefs

* Marriage and the Family

* Living the Religious Life

* Matters of Life and Death

© Pearson Education 2024
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Specification B: Area of study 2

Religion, Peace and Conflict
One 4-question paper (50%)
Duration: 1 hour 45 minutes

Choose from Christianity, Catholic Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism,
Judaism, Sikhism.

* Prohibited combination: Christianity and Catholic Christianity across
the papers

The four sections from one of your chosen religions are:
* Beliefs

* Crime and Punishment

* Living the Religious Life

* Peace and Conflict

© Pearson Education 2024
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Specification B: Area of study 3

Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice
One 4-question paper (50%)
Duration: 1 hour 45 minutes

Choose from Christianity, Catholic Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism,
Judaism, Sikhism.

* Prohibited combination: Christianity and Catholic Christianity across
the papers

The four sections from one of your chosen religions are:
* Beliefs

* Philosophy of Religion

* Living the Religious Life

* Equality

© Pearson Education 2024
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Once you have chosen
your specification, and two
religions, there are a few
other key points to make a
note of



The structure of both specifications

Section 1: Beliefs and Teachings

Students should have an understanding of:

1.1

The Trinity: the nature and significance of the Trinity as expressed in the Nicene Creed;
the nature and significance of the oneness of God; the nature and significance of each
of the Persons individually: God as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; how this is
reflected in worship and belief in the life of a Catholic today.

1.2

Biblical understandings of God as a Trinity of Persons: the nature and significance of
God as a Trinity of Persons, including reference to the baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:
13-17) and historical development of the doctrine of the Trinity, including reference to
the First Council of Nicaea and the First Council of Constantinople.

1.3

Creation: the nature and significance of the biblical account of Creation, including
Genesis 1-3; and how it may be understood in divergent ways in Christianity, including
reference to literal and metaphorical interpretations; the significance of the Creation
account for Catholics in understanding the nature and characteristics of God, especially
as Creator, benevolent, omnipotent and eternal.

1.4

The significance of the Creation account in understanding the nature of humanity: the
nature and significance of the nature of humanity being created in the image of God,
including reference to Genesis 1-3 and divergent understandings of humanity's
relationship with Creation (dominion and stewardship); the implications of these beliefs
for Catholics today.

1.5

The Incarnation: Jesus as incarnate Son, the divine Word, including John 1, both fully
God and fully human; the scriptural origins of this belief, including John 1:1-18 and its
importance for Catholics today.

1.6

The events in the Paschal Mystery: Catholic teachings about the life, death,
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, including reference to Luke 24; the redemptive
efficacy of these events and their significance for Catholics today.

1.7

The significance of the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus for Catholic
beliefs about salvation and grace, including John 3:10-21 and Acts 4:8-12; the
implications and significance of these events for Catholic practice today.

1.8%

judgment, heaven, hell and purgatory, including rciciviee << -
2 Corinthians 5:1-10; divergent Christian beliefs about life after death, with reference
to purgatory and the nature of resurrection; why belief in life after death is important

for Catholics today.

Each area of study has sections.
This is an example of section 1:
Catholic Christianity
Beliefs and teachings

The section is divided into eight
bullet points. All exam questions
and mark schemes are based on
these bullet points only. Avoid
relying on text books or social
media.

The asterisk is to identify a
question which will require
knowledge and understanding
between two religions in the UK.

Students should recognise that Christianity is one of the many religious traditions in Great
Britain which include Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism. This knowledge may
be applied throughout the assessment of the specified content. Students should compare and
contrast two areas of belief and practice within Christianity with one of these religions

practiced in Great Britain:

« Beliefs about the afterlife and their significance (1.6)*

s The practice and significance of worship (2.1)*.

© Pearson Education 2024 23






(a) Question format

The a) questions will usually:

Ask candidates to ‘Outline three...’

Require candidates to provide three one-sentence answers to the
guestion.

On rare occasions candidates will be asked to ‘State three...’, these
answers do not need detail and can be presented in a list.

An outline question can use the words ‘Outline three...’

Features, ways, beliefs, responses, events, reasons, teachings,

elements, types... or other terms that are appropriate to access the
information in the specification .

© Pearson Education 2024 25



(a) Question mark scheme

Outline...

AO1 3 marks . Lists
(maximum

Award one mark for each point mark)

identified up to a maximum of 3.

« AO1 in a sentence (1)
AO1 in a sentence (1)
AO1 in a sentence (1)
AO1 in a sentence (1)
AO1 in a sentence (1).

Accept any other valid response.

3

Candidates do not have to develop points but they do have to outline in a
sentence.
A correct list of three things is awarded 1 mark.

© Pearson Education 2024 26



(a) Question marking example

1 (a) Outline three beliefs about holy books in Islam.
(3)

O m.;q. Aok B Rglan n Ishoin s Bk ovelims ol kel
Ao econe gluei ‘“’\ts\m\'i

:N&M ‘wl\\% Nyl Yl m}éhm i ﬂﬁﬁ' &Mm W, tﬂﬁ’(ﬁu‘u
¢t os &N Mo e foon. Mk,

The candidate answers providing three correct beliefs about holy
books in Islam as an outline and is awarded 3 marks.

© Pearson Education 2024
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(a) Question marking example

3 (a) Outline three objects found in a synagogue.

- Torah

— PUAp. L

The candidate answers by providing a list of the names of three correct
objects found in a synagogue, they are named rather than outlined and
the answer is awarded 1 mark as per the mark scheme for a list.

© Pearson Education 2024
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(b) Question format

The b) questions will;
* Ask candidates to ‘Explain two...” or ‘Describe two...’

When explaining, the candidates are required to provide two developed
points.

When describing, the candidates will be comparing two religions in the UK
across this component. These topics are highlighted in the specification
with an asterisk *.

Candidates will receive one mark for each correct point and a further mark
for the development of the point to a maximum of 4 marks.

© Pearson Education 2024
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(b) Question mark scheme

Question Reject Mark
number
1(b) AO1 4 marks y RePeat/e‘j

reason

Award one mark for providing a
reason. Award a second mark for
development of the feature. Up to
a maximum of four marks.

e Example reason* (1)
example development (1)

e Example reason (1)
example development (1)

e Example reason (1)
example development (1)

Accept any other valid response.

development
e development
that does not
relate both to
the reason
given and to
the question

4

© Pearson Education 2024
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(b) Question example

(b) Explain two beliefs about life after death shown in the Bible.
(4)

Cre_belis) (Uil Mmc’ﬁ@@
/ZZ%&M,OM&LM/UW Teacw(l)m uamdmé
U bikle W\ed—sa,y e houe  ebermod hotao
Lo hoauen, ﬂmmam%ég&mg?‘mad
cood does. uillle i hoanan faewer. (1)

e aﬁmﬂ[g/e ot o o

Lron Mg/ %MW/SAM
gA.QA /waex/cdmﬂén Yo lble Jbore (L

chabuckien. %/yms

The candidate answers by providing two beliefs and developing
each and is awarded 4 marks.

Sayo “Wose ull le eucdanang
will baue WW/}O/JW .

© Pearson Education 2024
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(c) Question format

These questions require candidates to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of religion and belief, including:

* beliefs, practices and sources of authority
* influence of individuals, communities and societies

similarities and differences within and/or between religions and beliefs.

They require a source of wisdom and authority.

© Pearson Education 2024 32



(c) Sources of wisdom and authority

Section 1: Beliefs and Teachings

Students should have an understanding of:

1.1

The Trinity: the nature and significance of the Trinity as expressed i | the Nicene Creed)
the nature and significance of the oneness of God; the NAtUre and SiGrumrmerr ser wssrs
of the Persons individually: God as the Father, Son and Holy Spint; how this is
reflected in worship and belief in the life of a Catholic today.

The Creed

1.2

Biblical understandings of God as a Trinity of Persons: the natureand < ___—______ __
God as a Trinity of Persons, including reference to the baptism of Jesi 5 (Matthew 3:

13-17) and historical development of the doctrine of the Trinity, mcluqum‘*

the First Council of Nicaea and the First Council of Constantinople.

1.3

iy *t  ~*ure and significance of the biblical account of Creation, including
Genesis 1-3; and how it may be understood in divergent ways in Christianity, including
rorererewoweral and metaphorical interpretations; the significance of the Creation
account for Catholics in understanding the nature and characteristics of God, especially
as Creator, benevolent, omnipotent and eternal,

/

The Bible

1.4

The significance of the Creation account in understanding the nature of humanity: the
nature and SIgNIfICANT . ve e e ¥ humanity being created in the image of God,
including reference { ' Genesis 1-3 and divergent understandings of humanity's
relationship with Creation poormmeon and stewardship); the implications of these beliefs
for Catholics today.

The

1.5

The Incarmation: Jesus as incarnate Son, the divine Word, including 1ahn 1 hath fi
God and fully human; the scriptural onigins of this belief, includin John 1:1
importance for Catholics today.

1.6

Catechism

\

The events in the Paschal Mystery. Catholic teachings abe¥™ the life, death,
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, muamg reverence 10 Luke 24; the redemptive
efficacy of these events and their significance for Catholics today.

These are suggestions,
other sources can be used.

1.7

The significance of the life, death, resurrect- __ ° ' ° “=tholic
beliefs about salvation and grace, includin ‘John 3:10-21 and Acts 4:8-12; ¥ &
implications and significance of these events ror P A

Students do not have to
learn them off by heart but

1.8*

Catholic bellefs about eschatology: life after death; the nature - saladas

| S “~!l and purgatory, including reference ty John 11:17-27 and

2 Cormthaans S:1- lo ivergent Chnstian beliefs about life after ueawsy Wi rererence
O prurgeur y smere fatUre of resurrection; why belief in life after death is important

for Catholics today.

must be able to use them to
support their answers.

© Pearson Education 2024 33



Marking advice — sources of wisdom

If you are unsure check it using a search engine. Enter the gist of the
paraphrase and ‘Bible’ or ‘Christian teaching’, Jewish scriptures etc.

If the candidate tells you that it is in John, and then paraphrases or quotes
something else, for example, from Genesis do not credit it.

If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts (John 1:18) in brackets
the paraphrase can be awarded and ignore the bracketed reference.

If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is
not accredited to them, do not credit it.

The candidate does not have to reference a quote or quote it word for
word.

If a candidate gives the right book but the wrong chapter/verse then the
reference can still be awarded the mark — we do not need chapter and
verse.

© Pearson Education 2024
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(c) Question mark scheme

Reject Mark
AO1 5 marks * Repeated
. reason/
Award one mark for each reason/belief*. Award further devel
marks for each development of the reason/belief up to a ceve Iopment
maximum of four marks. Award one further mark for any [r)]evzopment
relevant source of wisdom or authority. that does not
relate both to
e Example reason (1) example development (1) Source the reason
of wisdom (1) given and to the
e Example reason (1) example development (1) Source question
of wisdom (1)  Reference to a
e Example reason (1) example development (1) Source source of
of wisdom (1) wisdom that
does not relate
Accept any other valid response. to the reason
given. 5

Please note that the source of wisdom must be part of the reasoning can be
any part of the answer and cannot be an isolated point

© Pearson Education 2024
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(c) Question example

{c) Explain two ways in which revelation might prove the existence of Allah.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
{5)

Ome wtid im wimith yEdBlaycgn  Ceed payaln | eigde Tim€ tais remc€

OF Awe™ g ymgl g peroy 0V ﬂﬂ(““)':m'ﬂ*- Ley p i (R fermation

Yk, VMOS et MEE peen chisCOUPICE. Cor  pugpmpl|e , YW Quranr is

O YENEAGYYO  and gy (OnTen Mg mavy thin8s whatk ar e

pEn ffvevet R oy WS wihyer SCiEMYYSYS  Gr® dply  fiweling gul g

(1)

Dot YU mew. A RsS PICWES Fhe  exiqhea (8 OF ANl G e

Ry e AR Bt et W onowds WYY NG aemel Yaag YNE paulern o

s Gooe)
pe  Go YO XNDW  winok | gy Yreep sivel bod poy ug wepare

Ve VG c..h"-'-_,l'::h.‘l!‘f'l'ﬂl T o0 &'E!‘D:-l TS RS

AnOYnEr ey WL LEN B ION mvginy £10Ne YNE
EBAveyevnce. OF  Avehn. V3 Yok vy precicrs sEURE Ymat gy

...... h::-_ppﬁﬁm et tuturdl) e el b clofs.  hapeen. Tn rne

Quran LSEME K yeal A mv VS FVm e ynOWEer o Yhe

)

UMSeer, wWo one Neg  Yhe power Yo TYEU Ywme purure 3¢

) =

s

The candidate is

awarded 5 marks.

© Pearson Education 2024
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(d) Question format

There will be a statement — one which provokes a divided opinion either within
the religion or between the religious tradition and non-religious people.

This is followed by support for students in identifying the elements of the
guestion needing to be covered.

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you [ilisi: This must be recognised by
» refer to (chosen religion) teachings the candidate in their
« reach a justified conclusion. answer. Candidates must

provide two points of view
from within the religion they

As identified on the specification for example. e sEhEL TS e e
m— ‘ _ _ _ ‘divergent views’ indicated
1.6 Sanctity of life: the nature and importance of Pikuach Nefesh (primacy of life);
why human life is ho ewish people; how life is shown as special and takin iFi i
pre‘::;dence (IJIrer e:elr\:/t:\:njg, incTuF(;in;ITalrnud IY‘:oma 23—84; divpergelmt q raking On the SpeCIflcatlon bu”et
understandings of how and why the principle of Pikuach Nefesh is applied by Jews pOInt

today.

© Pearson Education 2024
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(d) Question format

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and

against.
| This may be
In your response you must: added as an
refer to (chosen religion) teachings extra bullet to
refer to different (chosen religion) points of view. further remind

students to give
diverse religious
points of view

reach a justified conclusion.

In the Textual Studies papers (4A and 4B this will refer to Mark’s Gospel or
refer to the Qur’an — there is a slightly different mark scheme for this).

© Pearson Education 2024
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(d) Question format

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and

against.
In your response you must: This indicates the discussion
« refer to (chosen religion) teaching of arguments should be

between the religious

h & iustified uSi teachings/viewpoint and
reach a justified conclusion. non-religious views

As identified on the specification for example.

 refer to non-religious points of view

Miracles as proof of the existence of Allah: the nature and importance of miracles
in Islam; the Qur'an as a miracle including Surah 17: 84-89; examples of

miracles; reasons why they might lead to belief in the existence of Allah; Muslim
tn nnn-relininnie arnnmente (inch rl'ng atheist and Humanist) Wh|Ch

maintain that miracles can be scientifically explained and provide no proof that
Allah exists; dwergent understandings of what miracles show about the nature of
Allah for Muslims.

© Pearson Education 2024
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(d) Question format

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and

against.
In your response you must: This inc!icates that
refer to chosen religion teaching during the

discussion of

 refer to relevant ethical arguments/or refer to relevant
arguments an

philosophical arguments reach a justified conclusion

o _ ethical or
* reach a justified conclusion. philosophical
argument should
As identified on the specification for example. be referred to.
2.5 Christian teaching about family planning and regulation of births: divergent

Christian attitudes about contraception and family planning, including teachings
about the artificial methods of contraception by some Protestant Churches and the
Catholic Church, with reference to Humanae Vitae; different non-religious
(including atheist and Humanist) attitudes to family planning and the application of
ethical theories, such as situation ethics, and Christian responses to them.
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The form of assessment
now changes from point
marking to level marking.
The aim of the (d) items Is
to assess Assessment
Objective Two



(d) Question mark scheme

Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable response.
Level 1 1-3 A superficial analysis of the statement that uses undeveloped

arguments, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of
religion and belief.

Judgements are asserted without clear links to the analysis.

Level 2 4-6 A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed
arguments to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
limited understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to simple judgements which have some links to the
analysis, leading to a conclusion with limited justification.

Level 3 /-9 A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of
reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a
sound understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

Level 4 10-12 | A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses
logical chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view,
underpinned by thorough understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with
the analysis.

‘Point(s) of view" always means arguments for and against the statement. Where
specified in the bullet points under the question, it may also include one of the
following:

different views within the religion

non-religious views

philosophical arguments

ethical arguments.

© Pearson Education 2024

There is a clear
progression from
Level 1 to Level 4.

Level mark
schemes cannot
be point marked.
We are looking
for best fit.

There is no one
correct way to
reach Level 4. The
descriptors can be
met in many ways.
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Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable response.

Level 1

1-3

A superficial analysis of the statement that uses undeveloped
arguments, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of
religion and belief.

Judgements are asserted without clear links to the analysis.

Level 2

4-0

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed
arguments to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
limited understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to simple judgements which have some links to the
analysis, leading to a conclusion with limited justification.

Level 3

7-9

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of
reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a
sound understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

Level 4

10-12

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses
logical chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view,
underpinned by thorough understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with
the analysis.

There are two lines
within each level.

The first line is about
the quality of
understanding for
religion and belief. The
arguments either side
of the issue.

The second line is
about the
judgement/evaluation
of the arguments given
and their value; and a
conclusion.

Conclusions may be
made throughout the
answer rather than the
end.
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Level Mark Descriptor

0 No rewardable response.

Level 1 1-3 A superficial analysis of the statement that uses undeveloped
arguments, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of
religion and belief.

Judgements are asserted without clear links to the analysis.

Level 2 4-6 A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed
arguments to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
limited understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to simple judgements which have some links to the
analysis, leading to a conclusion with limited justification.

Level 3 /-9 A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of
reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a
sound understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

Level 4 10-12 | A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses
logical chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view,
underpinned by thorough understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with
the analysis.

‘Point(s) of view" always means arguments for and against the statement. Where
specified in the bullet points under the question, it may also include one of the
following:

- different views within the religion

- non-religious views

- philosophical arguments

- ethical arguments.

© Pearson Education 2024

There is no
easy way to
award a level.

It is not tick
mark marking

You must read
the response
first and see
where it fits
best within the
level
descriptors.
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Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable response.

Level 1

1-3

A superficial analysis of the statement that uses undeveloped
arguments, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of
religion and belief.

Judgements are asserted without clear links to the analysis.

Level 2

4-6

A basic analysis of the statement that uses some developed
arguments to discuss different points of view, underpinned by
limited understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to simple judgements which have some links to the
analysis, leading to a conclusion with limited justification.

Level 3

7-9

A good analysis of the statement that uses logical chains of
reasoning to discuss different points of view, underpinned by a
sound understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements which are clearly linked to the
analysis, leading to a partially justified conclusion.

Level 4

10-12

A sustained and coherent analysis of the statement that uses
logical chains of reasoning to discuss different points of view,
underpinned by thorough understanding of religion and belief.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by the appraisal of
arguments, leading to a justified conclusion that is consistent with
the analysis.

Starting to mark d)
guestions

Does the candidate
demonstrate
‘isolated’ pieces of
understanding or
limited or sound or
thorough
understanding?

Has the candidate
made judgements
about the value of
the arguments they
have presented?
Are they asserted /
made some links/
clearly link or
appraised
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A sustained and
coherent
analysis of the
statement that
uses logical
chains of
reasoning to
discuss different
points of view,
underpinned by
thorough
understanding of
religion and
belief.

In the mark scheme there are two bullet
points. The first addresses the
presentation of the arguments for and
against... these are about the statement.

The second is a consideration of the
argument itself. The candidate
makes judgements about the
evidence — leading to a conclusion.

This leads to reasoned judgements supported by
the appraisal of arguments, leading to a justified
conclusion that is consistent with the analysis.

The descriptors inside the arrows are
for level 4 in the mark scheme
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Spelling Punctuation

and Grammar

Spelling, Punctuation and
Grammar (SPaG) are an
essential part of the
assessment of GCSE
Religious Studies
Qualifications. It is
assessed by separate
criteria to the content and
Assessment Objectives
within the qualifications.
SPaG is assessed on
50% of the AO2 12-mark
guestions.

Mo marks
awarded

Threshold
performance

Intermediate
performance

High
perfarmance

The candidate writes nothing.
The candidate’s response does
not relate to the question.

The candidate’s achievement in
3PaG does not reach the
threshold performance level,
for examiple errors in spelling,
punctuation and grammar

severely hinder meaning.

Candidates spell and punctuate
with reasonable accuracy.
Candidates use rules of
grammear with some control of
meaning and any errors do not
significantly hinder meaning
owverall.

Candidates use a limited range
of specialist terms as
appropriate.

Candidates spell and punctuate
with considerable accuracy.
Candidates use rules of
grammear with general control
of meaning overall.

Candidates use a good range of
specialist terms as appropriate.

Candidates spell and punctuate
with consistent accuracy.
Candidates use rules of
grammar with effective control
of meaning overall.

Candidates use a wide range of
specialist terms as appropriate.

Mo marks for Religious Studies content
means 0 marks for 5PAG.

The answer is not in English.

The answer needs reading several
times to decipher content because of
SPas {not handwriting).

The answer is less than 25 words long.

Reasonable accuracy means that the
spelling and punctuation does not
interrupt the flow of reading.

Rules of Grammar used with some
control means that the response may
be a one paragraph response.
Limited range of specialist terms
mieans they may have a secular
meaning or be in mentioned in the
guestion.

Considerable accuracy means that
spelling and punctuation inaccuracies
do not hinder with the understanding
of the content.

Rules of Grammar usad with general
control means paragraphs have been
used.

Good range of specialist terms should
be appropriate to the stimulus used.
Consistent accuracies means that a
couple of spelling and punctuation
inaccuracies are acceptable.

Rules of Grammar used effectively for
a GCSE student means accurate use of
sentences and paragraphs.

Wide range of specialist terms should
be appropriate to the stimulus used.
Ay specialist terms must be used
accurately.







Summary

« Use the specification terminology in teaching and preparing
candidates for examinations; the language in the specification will be
used in the examination questions.

«  Candidates should write in sentences for all questions on the paper.

« Candidates should read the question carefully and answer the
guestion asked.

«  When a candidate uses a source of wisdom it should be integral to
the candidate’s answer and used accurately, not artificially inserted.

«  Appraisal on the value of arguments is essential on evaluation
guestions.
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Places to get Pearson Edexcel material
and advice

The Pearson Edexcel website contains lots of materials, which have been
checked by senior examiners, including:

* course planners

* exemplar material and examiner guidance
* explanation of command words

* marking guidance

* definitions of useful terminology

* recordings of past training events

* schemes of work.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-studies.html
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Questions

If you have any further
guestions, please add these to
the Q&A/chat as appropriate?

Thank you for your participation
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Religious Studies Subject Advisor

Email: TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com
Twitter: https://twitter.com/EdexcelRS
Phone: UK: 0344 463 2817

(Mon — Fri, 9am — 5pm GMT)

* Access the Religious Studies community

* Access the customer support portal

* Sign up to receive subject advisor updates

* Live chat via the 'contact us' page

* Find and book events
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Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.
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