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Introdution

The specification continues to be a very popular course as teachers and schools recognise
the benefits of an examinable course that both interests and educates young people. The
variety of choice within the new specification allows teachers to teach the course that most
suits their students and, as such, the examination is unique.

Unit 4 covers Religion and Life from an Islamic perspective and remains popular with
candidates from a Muslim background, as well as some non-Muslim students.

The candidates have achieved a wide range of performance levels as would be expected
from an examination with mainly whole cohort entry.

The rise in the mean on this paper showed that as a result of year 11 only entry the
knowledge and understanding of the subject amongst the candidates had increased.
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Question 1 (abcd)

This question is based on section one of the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers
a different bullet point within the specification.

1(a) asked for two examples of natural evil. Most students answered this accurately, using
a variety of natural disasters such as tsunamis and hurricanes. Some students defined the
word and received one mark. A small number of candidates confused natural evil with moral
evil.

1(b) asked a question about whether a religious upbringing leads to belief in Allah. Most
students answered this well, although some gave examples of an Islamic upbringing without
saying that this would lead to belief eg a child will be given an Islamic name, go to the
Mosque, learn to read the Qur'an and so on but no link was given to how this leads to Allah.

1(c) asked students to explain how Muslims respond to the scientific explanations of the
origins of the world and this was answered well, with many candidates achieving full marks.

1(d) was a question about religious experiences and, unfortunately, some students are still
confused by the term. The best students wrote about miracles, numinous experiences and
answered prayers.
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This is a student who has answered each part of the question but has not managed
to obtain all the marks available because they lack exam technique

Read each question twice, read through the answers and count how many reasons are
given, re-read the question and make sure that it is being answered.

Write your answer here:
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(a) Natural disasters = 1 mark

(b) Going to the Mosque to learn and understand the Qur’an
from a young age = 2 marks; influences from the parents lead
to belief in Allah with an example = 2 marks.

(c) The world is so complex it must have a creator = 2 marks;
a numinous experience proves that the world is too beautiful
to have come from the Big Bang = 2 marks; Allah could have
caused the Big Bang = 2 marks

(d)(i) A fully developed reason based on the feelings that
religious experiences inspire, using examples.

(d)(ii) A simple reason for saying that atheists would disagree,
and a simple reason for asking why Allah is not responding

to prayer. The sentence in the middle about evil and suffering
is irrelevant to the question - the reasons must refer to the
question asked.

The Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) mark is 2
because the spelling is reasonably accurate but there are some
mistakes.

¢ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

(b) Questions should begin with a statement that
identifies that the answer is the student's own
opinion. In this case, the student says' As a Muslim I
believe...'

(c) Ideally, students should start a new paragraph with
each new reason they give on a (c) question.

(d) Students should ensure that they refer to Islam in
(d) questions, because this is required by the question.
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This student needs to look at their exam technique and make sure that they give separate

reasons to obtain all of the marks available.

Write your answer here:
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Examiner Comments

(a) Correct answer = 2 marks

(b) The student receives 2 marks for saying that they are in an
environment where religion is practised, and they see acts of
worship at first hand.

The first sentence does not receive any marks because the
student does not say how having Muslim parents would lead to
a belief in Allah for the rest of their lives.

(c) A fully-developed answer about the design argument, plus a
basic reason about the evidence in the Qur’an.

(d)(i) 2 marks for saying that hajj allows a Muslim to ponder
that Allah exists, otherwise they would not be there. There is
no mark for conversion because the student does not show how
this proves that Allah exists.

The SPAG mark is 4 because the student has used grammar and
punctuation consistently accurately and the spelling is excellent.

A
%
/ Results¥lus
Examiner Tip
(b) questions need to give reasons for their opinion.

Repeating the question is not going to result in any
marks.
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Question 2 (abcd)

This question is based on section one in the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers
a different bullet point within the specification. Question (Q)2 was not as popular as Q1.

2 (a) asks for a definition of conversion. Most candidates obtained 2 marks.

2 (b) was answered poorly by a number of students who confused a numinous experience
with a miracle, or an answered prayer. However, where students understood the question,
it was answered very well, with some excellent examples showing clearly the feeling of a
greater presence.

2 (c) Most students used the arguments about Allah's omnipotence, omnibenevolence and
omniscience, linked to unanswered prayer, and showed how this could lead people away
from Allah. Some students did not link these with unanswered prayer and talked about
suffering. Other students gave the opposite answer, and said how Muslims should respond
to unanswered prayer and these did not receive the marks available.

2 (d) This was answered very well, with many students understanding the causation
argument.
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This student is an example of one who has considerable knowledge but has not answered
the questions asked in (b) and (c).

Write your answer here:
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(a) Correct answer = 2 marks

(b) This student only receives 1 mark for the first sentence. The
rest of the answer is not about a numinous experience.

(c) This student receives 2 marks for saying that if Allah were
omniscient he would know everything, all prayers would be
answered and suffering destroyed.

The student does not receive any more marks because they
then go on to discuss other reasons why someone may not
believe in Allah but does not link them with unanswered
prayers.

(d)(i) Allah is omnipotent (1 mark); the design argument (1
mark); causation (1 mark)

(d)(ii) People may believe the scientific argument (1 mark);
people may be atheist (1 mark); people may believe the Big
Bang (1 mark for development of point one)

The SPaG mark is 3 because the spelling, punctuation and
grammar is used with considerable accuracy.

¢ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

Remind students to read the question again after each
point they make on (c) questions, to ensure that they
are answering the question that is being asked.

Timing is restricted and if students go off at a tangent,
they may not have time to rectify it later.
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This candidate has good exam technique in both (b) and (c).

18

Write your answer here:
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(a) A correct answer

(b) Two very clear reasons, both developed. It is the presence
of something great (1 mark) and the being that fits that
description is Allah (2 marks); it could be a sign to show us his
power (3 marks) and therefore we will be convinced to believe
in him (4 marks)

(c) This is a comprehensive answer, which gets a level for each
paragraph - it gives a feeling of rejection, lots of people pray
for the same thing but nothing happens, if Allah is meant to be
omnipotent and omnibenevolent he would surely do something,
and finally, there are lots of people suffering.

(d)(i) It is in the Qur‘an (1 mark); the Big Bang is only a theory
(1 mark); Allah could have caused the Big Bang (1 mark)
(d)(ii) There is no proof Allah exists (1 mark); the Big Bang is

responsible (1 mark); the world could have been created by
something other than Allah (1 mark)

The SPAG mark is 3 because the spelling, punctuation and
grammar shows considerable accuracy.

¢ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

Using paragraphs for (c) questions, with a line in
between, makes it clear for the examiner that the
candidate is making a separate point.

It also helps the student to be organised when
writing their answer and they are less likely to repeat
themselves.
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Question 3 (a)
This question was answered correctly by the majority of students.

This candidate knows what the definition is.

Write your answer here:
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Examiner Comments

(a) A correct answer = 2 marks

A
J/ OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Learn the Edexcel definitions. Too many
candidates paraphrase and lose marks because
their definitions are not fully correct.
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Another full mark answer.

wWrite your answer nere: ih
@ Barzakh 1. fhe wading. hme. behween Hfe and..

the Jast QY
o L peheve. Muchims. should.. _Q9r.ee._.... with abortio-
N.One reason. 1S, because (b shoud be e maths
mother S chace g She wanis Yo keepihe. chid

or.Not. Qs it 1S her bedy. ln.addihon., . many....
pambes yndergo. fInanCIol O el ORI

Results¥lus

Examiner Comments

(@) A correct answer = 2 marks
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Question 3 (bcd)

This question is based on section two in the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers
a different bullet point.

Q3 was not as popular as Q4.

3 (b) Most students answered this question well, although this is a good example of where
students may write many different, unconnected reasons rather than two developed ones.
Some of the best answers were based on the compassionate nature of Islam and the need
for abortion if the mother's life is at risk, whilst at the same time believing in the sanctity of
life.

3 (c) This question was answered poorly, in general. Too many students did not identify any
form of the media or made a brief statement at the beginning about newspapers/on TV,
without being more specific; many candidates did not identify an issue, or used one from a
different section of the exam (eg racism).

Many students did not answer the question about how an issue was presented and whether
this was fair or unfair, but gave a lengthy answer on how Muslims respond to euthanasia/
abortion, without any reference to the media.

3 (d) This was answered extremely well. Students knew both sides of the argument and
were able to articulate this well.
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This example shows how to answer a media question, although questions were not
specific to a particular programme.

It shows good analysis of the issue and addresses the question.
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ﬁ Results?

us

Examiner Comments

(b) Abortion is haram, developed by the quote from the
Qur’an = 2 marks; sanctity of life, developed = 2 marks

(c) This is an excellent answer about how abortion has been
shown in debate programmes, and how religious views are
presented, with good analysis. The marks are given at ‘lack
of education’, ‘extremist views’, ‘sanctity of life’ and ‘targets
religious people”.

(d)(i) Suicide is prohibited, life is a test, life is a gift = 3 marks

(d)(ii) Waste of resources, quality of life, die with dignity = 3
marks

Practise media questions. Asking students to avoid
them in the exam is not effective, because some will
always choose them over the alternative.

Where the students were given advice on how to
answer media questions, usually they obtained full
marks.
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This is an example of a candidate who has answered the media question without really
referring to the media.
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Examiner Comments

(b) Life is a gift = 1 mark. This is not then developed. Allah
created men and women to have children = 1 mark, developed
by increasing the ummah = 2 marks

(c) This student receives 2 marks for identifying the issue of
world poverty in the media. Unfortunately, the student does not
address the question, the media is not mentioned at all after
the first sentence and the answer does not suggest that this is a
TV programme or film.

(d)(i) Suicide is forbidden (1 mark); only Allah can give and
take life (1 mark); life is a test (1 mark)

(d)(ii) Quality of life (1 mark); it should be allowed for their
sake (1 mark); if someone asks for it and they are in great pain
(1 mark)

A

2/ ResultsP!

Examiner Tip

us

Remind students to choose their question based on
the (c) and (d) questions because these have the most
marks available.
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Question 4 (a)

This question was one which exemplifies the point that students should be taught the
correct definitions.

A number of students did not obtain full marks because they did not identify all of the
elements of non-voluntary euthanasia, or they only gave an example.

This student identified correctly that it is done to remove suffering and that it is not the
patient's choice.

Write your answer nere:

(a) Erdzgﬁm&me_f&fab£m3mﬂu&k:ﬂ:ﬂm

o a ... Mﬁf?m;ddtoj‘msuo
{b) 'ici@mdfim}t‘tvhfﬂfkmm%ﬂﬂ

e ROAITE 5¢ . Famlyb.f&e toiortAd . beomecsae ot .

e RALS ... Ja;fwhﬁgm*g LK. ... .éa.-;}g. ,fa.::/“; .
Howurlrer... cond ... L3n't. the. VY /S—

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(@) A correct answer = 2 marks

Examiner Tip

Learn the definitions.
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way.. ecase. e anmcont of  ANe Spent eon
wmmgndwmdhvng&vaﬂﬂ@ OV

Shev)d. be. cpent.on._enclung Wovlel yaaver

Different wording but equally valid.

VWrite your answer nere;
@ Mo vt ang £omenasia 8 awhen Mae UL pevsen s
unaele. fe tpeak ov. comnaamicore owr yeo end dnelv ..

.y e deso

% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(@) A correct answer = 2 marks
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Question 4 (bcd)

This question is based on section two in the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers
a different bullet point.

4 (b) was answered well, with most students disagreeing, using other reasons for world
poverty such as natural disasters and corrupt leaders.

4 (c) Many students obtained full marks for identifying correctly four elements of the
abortion law in the UK. However, a significant number of students believed that the British
law specifies abortion for rape and for underage girls.

4 (d) A large number of students obtained full marks for this question, making clear points
about Islamic beliefs versus atheistic/scientific beliefs.
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This candidate has not revised the British law on abortion and this has disadvantaged them
in what is otherwise an excellent answer.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(b) This is a good answer with two separate, developed reasons
why war is the main cause of world poverty - it destroys homes
and money is spent on weapons.

(c) This student has not identified any of the British laws,
although they receive 2 marks for saying that abortion is legal.

(d)(i) This is a fully-developed, answer based on Muslim beliefs.

(d)(ii) The student has written a fully-developed answer on
the brain dying, which 'controls your body', which means 'you
can't do anything'.

Make sure students understand the difference between
the law (on abortion) and the different arguments for
and against.
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This student has developed their points in (b) and (c). In (b), they do not separate it into
two reasons, however, and therefore do not receive all of the marks available.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(b) The student identifies natural evil as a cause of poverty,
and develops this with volcanic eruptions and earthquakes.
Unfortunately, they do not give a second reason.

(c) The student identifies two of the British laws - the mother’s
health, and the health of the baby, and develops them,
to achieve 8 marks.

(d)(i) This is a fully-developed answer based on Muslim beliefs.

(d)(ii) The body is decomposed (1 mark); there is no proof
(1 mark); people have travelled in space and not found it
(1 mark).

A
D
Y Results+lus
Examiner Tip
Teach students to separate their two reasons on (b)

questions because this will make it easier for them to
make sure that they answer it correctly.

This student could have developed a reason about Allah
testing the world but the way the response is written, it
is clearly used as a reason for their existing point.
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Question 5 (a)
Most students knew what 'promiscuity’ meant and obtained full marks.

A correct definition.

VIITE your answer nere:

@ ...honving Sex WUn. A rumber of peple without oy ..

o) T do think mosques help with tine uwpbringing. of. ...

_Chitdren. A thay provide o number of Servids fo. .
wtcone children vite fag mesquts, tasy ko b,
pol boyS and gurks. k. pacticpat. n. and. rake. childeen....

. feed apark. of the wmmoby from o youing Hge............

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(a) Correct answer = 2

A

OO ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

Learn the correct definitions.
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This student has confused promiscuity with civil partnership.

WYIILE YUl dlidwer 1iere.

(a) t{mwmwmm’ﬂ%@mmqummmmk

b) L Hink  mesopecs, . oabp Mot sagbohegmay o Chlebna
28 Mt rosques hes edesseh cluss weee chideen
tht@uk e Mo Queesn en He deen wmkl

ral

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(@) Incorrect answer = 0 marks
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Question 5 (bcd)

This question is based on section three in the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers
a different bullet point.

Q5 was more popular than Q6.

5 (b) Most candidates answered this using examples of how mosques teach children
religiously, and how they are places for socialising.

5 (c) The majority of candidates obtained full marks on this question. The ones who did not
either confused contraception with abortion or they gave reasons why Muslims should not
use contraception, rather than answering the question.

5 (d) Well-answered, balancing Allah's hatred of divorce with the compassionate nature of
Islam. Many students obtained full marks on this sub-question.
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A full mark example.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(b) Mosques provide education = 1 mark, which helps them
become a good Muslim in the future = 1 mark, mosques provide
youth clubs = 1 mark, this keeps children away from bad and is
therefore positive for the upbringing = 1 mark. Total 4 marks

(c) There are four clear reasons why people use contraception,
some of them developed.

(d)(i) Muhammad never divorced (1 mark); Allah hates divorce
(1 mark); of all the lawful acts it is the most despised (1 mark)

(d)(ii) It may be the best option (1 mark); people can remarry
someone who loves them (1 mark) rather than someone where
there is no commitment and trust (1 mark)

ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

Using paragraphs for each reason is good practice.
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This candidate has given an almost perfect answer but has not included enough for the (d)
questions.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(b) The candidate has given three reasons but has only
developed one of them, so receives 3 marks.

(c) There are many brief reasons here and some are developed,
so there are different ways to achieve 8 marks.

(d)(i) It is not against Islam to divorce (1 mark); they have the
right to divorce (1 mark)

(d)(ii) Divorce angers Allah (1 mark); people should never
anger Allah (1 mark)

A
Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Ask students to count their reasons in (d) questions - if
they have not written three, they need to develop the
ones they have.
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Question 6 (a)
This question is either right or wrong. Some candidates confused it with other key words.

A correct answer.

vvrite your answer nere:

@ W Qe COORNL e ogerhad. ..
enen. 'Ekfmg}m m@«uj aAnt m::umd

(b) \‘b\&m \

wExaminer Comments

Correct answer = 2 marks

A

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Learn the definitions.
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A correct definition.

write your answer nere:
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Correct answer = 2 marks

A

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Learn the definitions.
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Question 6 (bcd)

This question is based on section three in the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers
a different bullet point.

This question was not as popular as Q5.

6 (b) Usually, this question was answered by disagreeing and using reasons from the
Qur'an. However, it also had the largest number of 'neither agree nor disagree' answers,
balancing the Islamic teaching with the modern acceptance and the law of the land.

6 (c) This was answered poorly, in general. Many candidates wrote a lot about the role
of women and divorce without referring to family life at all. Where students received full
marks, they often did this by writing much less but concentrating on how family life has
changed, rather than why.

6 (d) This was well-answered by most students.
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A full mark answer.
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N

[ / _
- Results+lus
/\ Examiner Comments

(b) Although the candidate says ‘Islam is... rather than ‘I think’,
further down they say 'l also think..." indicating that they hold
both views. The question lends itself to this type of answer,
where Muslim students try to balance Islamic teaching with the
idea of understanding different attitudes. This is an acceptable
way of answering the question and receives all of the marks
available.

(c) This is a clear answer, showing how family life has changed,
mentioning single parents, reconstituted families, extended
families and homosexual families.

(d)(i) This sort of intimacy breaks families (1 mark); which is
the basis of Islam (1 mark); sex is from Allah to procreate (1
mark)

(d)(ii) An unmarried relationship can be serious (1 mark); the
bond can be as strong (1 mark); marriage can be seen as old
fashioned (1 mark)

< ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip
Although this student has rectified it further on, ask
students always to write 'I think...' or 'l disagree
that...' otherwise the examiner will assume they are
not answering the question.
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Another full mark answer.
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ﬁ Results?

us

Examiner Comments

(b) This student has two reasons: firstly that it is a sin and
secondly that it is unnatural. They develop both.

(c) The candidate has written a good answer, using lots of ways
it has changed and good development. It achieves 8 marks
before the last two paragraphs, with two ways, with one fully
developed (reconstituted families and single parent families)

(d)(i) It is strictly forbidden (1 mark); it is only halal within
marriage (1 mark); it leads to children being born outside
wedlock (1 mark)

(d)(ii) It's ok as long as people love each other (1 mark); it is
less of a commitment than marriage (1 mark); they are not
ready for commitment (1 mark)

A
Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates should be encouraged to develop their
reasons.
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Question 7 (a)

Most students answered correctly. Where they did not, it was due to a confusion of race and
faith, or that they did not address the word 'harmony'.

This student has not addressed either race or harmony, therefore cannot receive any marks.

VVITTE YyOur answer nere;

Yes, ) do fwts ol Musibus Mu'd
b-ecaufe ) ﬁlm | -&eam | w; _+u Jee

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(a) Incorrect answer = 0 marks

A

OO ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

Encourage students to use the Edexcel definitions.
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A fully correct answer.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(a) Correct answer = 2 marks
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Question 7 (bcd)

This was more popular than Q8.

7 (b) Most students answered this well, although a significant number only wrote about
Muslim asylum seekers. Most made the point that helping others is sunnah of the Prophet
and will be rewarded.

7 (c) The majority of candidates answered this question very well and achieved full marks.

Those who did not either confused race and faith, or ran out of time.

7 (d) This is the last question on the paper and is often rushed. It is the section where
students often forget to refer to Islam and lose half of the marks. This question, when
answered well, was thought-out properly, using examples from students' lives and
comparing it with the time when their grandparents were young.

An almost full mark answer demonstrating good exam technique.
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ﬁ Results?

us

Examiner Comments

(b) An interesting answer - the first point = 1 mark because it

is not developed. The second reason = 2 marks, for saying that
some people are better at this work than others, developed by

the idea that some people might make the situation worse.

(c) Another good answer, which reaches 8 marks before the last
point. The marks are given at sunnah of the prophet = 2 marks,
to get to heaven which is the goal for all Muslims = 2 marks,
they must love their brothers = 2 marks, doing good earns good
deeds = 2 marks. Total 8 marks

(d)(i) The UK has gender discrimination laws (1 mark); Muslims
promote gender equality (1 mark); the common attitude is
equality (1 mark)

(d)(ii) Studies have proven this to be false (1 mark);
opportunities are more open to males (1 mark); there are still
people who do not accept gender equality (1 mark)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Remind students to use paragraphs to separate points.
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An excellent example, showing how development can be used to obtain the marks, rather
than brief reasons.

(b) i&uMMMkm;MdM&FMﬂLMmWH
Mo LK , on ﬂw fLeph. seelis. ﬁs&m ot o

J‘D( R . L]
A f%’:‘: e f..cm-‘l;)‘u.l -‘l\gg-e

LA‘M{) Fd‘ ethers. @mr_‘lﬁa& L. \ Yonde  Has  da

Iadp. for.. GosMoshi. .. 88O iy nease.

LAY LS e R .@Q\"ﬁ. g SR ... 2. '&MW@L\A:

wmuhmm}m%ﬁnmﬂmwmwhm
Mh%m:mm;jlmmm%%w&@a%h
predisade. . e fn-m:.em e oo
© Maasions shaewid wade do PO ymeded... M{mw .
Mo den. Mnok . sonse... cuces. et Aupenne Ao odbars .
hwarpan. e Vsleaa. Tlas s M J% ....... Aokt r:d Ao
p"bfkﬂ.k (41;;:,9 wdncde stheaes. . No. Azb . ARG K90

o >

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS04 01 71



72

Nen- Aol end.as. Blask oean.. ;.mrmm Wl nceal
This . s\ews. Hoak Are. Limezpt. ..-J« .s.w@mnnz A nok. st
Tlaen. wlaen k. Comnes. tm. cmae. . oad ... A Poploet.. (.::Jsm}?*h
S spske.. l:ﬁ Ao comnensan... ﬁ AMla ik sz shie shaos A

LT, I &fh,udmb& AMada Hicnsesd . Tha. W Mastions...

kﬁﬁn .. aend).... adfk’.\.@. ...... fmpbu& 4 phmhl ool Mise fure ..

kwmn:j 5...chvie o Y A.Laa*}ﬂmmmhq.u.

Mmmmmmuwam¢wha¢lk,p&wdlm ......
@Mrmmnraa\amrwcﬂaﬁMMM&h

eﬂm&mhmnun@m%stmsmwmmg}m
Ummw-e,smthhﬂ.hmmmmmmgum’tj

.pmbzg, hm«bv\:j Maglicad....ave... mmb'g AL e SO oy

H&hgnnﬁwﬁhﬁam%mfwmmm woedn o

J‘:A.u.sh Mhﬂb‘ A v d Bk O A o e KB e et et

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS04 01




®

(d) i) I@Mbm e e Lot Mg Shodeon

..... Uﬁrmm&mwngWRLmhmmM%Wm

i) Seme.. peege. . e ma%{m,MwW,mﬁaﬁMM
ROnY. .. MW%W o Rmes. ek K.

Kasic. oacder, Moy cendenng. Qor sbedeoneat ise .. Anstac.....

ﬁw
Wmty_ﬁwe.{wmﬁhﬂammnmmm-gg .........

.,gaﬂidp..k..mMm@ ..... At Aeane.o

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 84 MARKS

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS04 01

73



ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(b) This is a very good answer, with two clearly developed
reasons — Muslims are obligated to help others, and being
grateful for what Allah has given

(c) This answer achieves 8 marks easily. It could be given
as a comprehensive explanation using one reason only for
the second point on the ummah, or it can be seen as two

(extremely well developed) reasons.

(d) (i) A fully developed argument with reference to Islam
(d)(ii) A fully developed argument about equal pay

A
Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Remember to practice timings - many students achieve
high marks on the first three sections, only to run out
of time in section four.
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Question 8 (a)
Most students who answered this question knew what 'religious pluralism' was.

A correct definition.

Wwrite your answer here:
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(@) Correct answer = 2 marks

Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Learn the correct definitions. Where students
paraphrase, usually they achieved 1 mark for defining
religious freedom, rather than pluralism.
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This student has not identified any part of the correct definition.

VVrIite your answer nere:
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Examiner Comments

(a) Incorrect answer = 0 marks
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Question 8 (bcd)

This question is based on section four in the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers
a different bullet point.

This was less popular than Q7.

8 (b) was not answered as well as 7 (b). Many students did not really identify what was
meant by 'religious rights' and talked about being a housewife and bringing up children.

8 (c) The students who answered this often achieved full marks, although some
misunderstood completely and some left it blank.

8 (d) Those students who concentrated on government laws did well, but some students did
not address this, or referred to Islam and therefore received very few marks.

This student is running out of time and has not written as much as they need to, in order
to obtain all of the marks available.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(b) Two brief reasons given — The Qur'an and Muhammad’s
teaching says they should be equal and women should be
respected

(c) This receives 4 marks, for saying that the Qur’an tells
Muslims to respect other religions, and for saying that some
Muslims are less respectful of other religions, although most
Muslims have no problems. Remember this question is not a
‘why’ question, but students should explain what the different
attitudes are.

(d)(i) Laws tend to bring the community together (1 mark); the
rest is not credited because it is not about government laws.

(d)(ii) It could disunite the community over political or religious
matters (1 mark)

A
Q ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Remind students that if they are running out of time, to
use bullet points for their reasons on (b), (c) and (d) in
the last section. They will still achieve the marks if the
bullet points are relevant.

us
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This is a good example.
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B n
< 4 Results¥

us
/\ Examiner Comments

(b) In the sight of God men and women are equal = 1 mark,

we are taught this in the Qur'an = 2 marks, men and women
are equal but have different roles = 3 marks, men were made
stronger than women = 4 marks

(c) Many Muslims believe in religious pluralism = 2 marks, they
share similar beliefs with Christians and Jews as the people of
the book = 2 marks, many Muslims promote religious harmony
= 2 marks, Muslims believe that anyone who commits shirk will
go to hell = 2 marks.

Total 8 marks

(d)(i) This needs reading twice. The candidate writes that

the government tries to do its utmost to ensure community
cohesion takes place, with an example of mosques and halal
suppliers. Taken from a local government perspective, and
making life better for individual groups, this receives 2 marks.

This is better understood when reading (d)(ii), which says that
people who do not feel happy within the community would
disagree, and those who are prejudiced and racist would not like
it. This was given 2 marks for each side.

Resultst

Examiner Tip

us

Encourage students to be as clear as they can be in
their answers.
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Paper Summary

Candidates produced some very interesting answers to the questions posed. The responses
on this paper demonstrated the increased maturity of response from year 11-only students,
when answering the questions. Candidates have not only studied the topic but also,
importantly, have linked them to their everyday life and the society around them.

Based on their performance on this paper, students are offered the following advice.

There is a choice of two questions per section, each as four sub-questions.

Candidates may either attempt the sub-questions in the top questions (odd numbers)
or the sub-questions in the bottom question (even numbered). Candidates who choose
questions from a mixture of the top and bottom questions will not receive marks for all
their questions and are therefore at a disadvantage.

Candidates are asked to indicate which question they have answered by crossing in
a square at the top of the paper - some candidates did not do this. They should be
reminded to do this as part of examination preparation.

Answer space. The amount of lines given is more than adequate for candidates to
achieve maximum marks; there is no need for candidates to write more than this. If
candidates write more than can be inserted into the allocated linage they are using

up too much time on that particular question and inevitably will place themselves at a
disadvantage later in the paper. AlImost all of the candidates who used extra paper had
already achieved maximum marks of that question. Any candidate who needs extra
space can use the space allocated to other questions, as long as they indicate clearly on
their paper that this is what they have done.

Timing. There was a number of candidates who did not complete the final section this
year due to timing difficulties. Candidates should be encouraged to spend about twenty
minutes per question, leaving ten minutes to check through work at the end of the
paper.

The paper is marked by examiners on a computer screen. Candidates are asked to write
using a black pen: this is important so that clear images are reproduced.

Some general points can be made on how best to answer the various question types:

Maximum marks on the (a) questions are easily gained by learning the Edexcel glossary
definitions in appendix 4 of the specification. Candidates who had learnt the glossary
wording performed to a high standard.

Only the candidate’s point of view is credited in (b) questions - there is no point in
explaining other people’s views in this question. The easiest way to gain full marks is for
candidates to concentrate on stating their opinion and writing two separate reasons for
it, each in a distinct paragraph and to develop each of the reasons with an example or a
quote. Candidates who are taught to discuss why people disagree with their opinion in
(b) questions are severely disadvantaged.

Candidates can gain the higher mark within the level by writing coherently. The Quality
of Written Communication (QWC) mark is lost only if the candidate's writing is such that
it is not easily understandable by the examiner. (c) questions test AO1 and so are likely
to ask for candidates to ‘Explain why’ or to ‘Explain how".

Many of the (d) questions this year produced interesting answers. However candidates
should ensure that they start by stating their own view and reasons for it in the (d)(i)
part and state reasons why someone might hold a different view in the (di)(i) rather
than confusing the two halves. At least one of the reasons given in either (d)(i) or (d(ii)
must be explicitly religious to go beyond three marks.
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Whilst it is understood that many schools have less curriculum time for Religious Studies
than some other subjects, it is important to prepare students for all of the specification
chosen. Those students who were not taught how to answer media questions were at a
significant disadvantage in this paper.

There were four extra marks for spelling punctuation and grammar. There were four marks
added to section one 'Believing in God". Information on this has been sent to all centres.

Teachers who would like to learn more about the specification and this year’s examination
in particular should attend one of the online Edexcel insets which can be booked through
the Edexcel website. Specific queries can be answered through Ask the Expert, which is also
found on the Edexcel website.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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