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Introduction

This specification is now well established, this being the seventh year in which it has been
examined. It will be examined for the last time next year (2017) after which there will be a
new specification.

The new specification may be accessed on Edexcel Gateway.
Centres should, by now, be familiar with the layout and weighting of the paper.

Unit 16 covers Mark’s Gospel. This unit is generally taken in combination with one of the
Religion and Life papers, or with either Christianity or Catholic Christianity. It is the only unit
in the Pearson/Edexcel RS 'suite' of papers which is a textually-based paper.

Note: SPaG - Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar.
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Question 1 (a)(b)(c)(d)
This question was twice as popular as Question (Q)2. It was quite well answered.

la Most students knew what was meant by the Twelve, however some only gained one mark
because they failed to include the idea that they were 'chosen' by Jesus from among all his
disciples.

1b Some very good reasons were given (and developed) in answer to this question. Ideas
included such things as: it was unrealistic for the rich young man to give away everything.
On the other side, students argued that it was a small price to pay for entry to the Kingdom
of Heaven.

1c Again, there were some good answers here. Many students argued that it is encouraging
to Christians today that Peter (who later became the first pope) was not perfect — so there is
hope for all Christians.

1d There were some thoughtful answers here. Many students argued that, despite their
failings, the disciples were good role models for today.

Below are two examples. One is an answer that lost several marks and one is a full mark
answer, with some comments that show where it gained the marks.
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. Results+lus
/\ Examiner Comments

la This is a correct definition, although phrased differently from
the mark scheme = 2 marks

1b Two correct reasons given and developed = 4 marks.
Reason 1: he had made an honest living

Development: he should not have to give them away to enter
heaven

Reason 2: he would not need his riches in heaven

Development: therefore, that he could give them to those in
need

1c Level 4 = 8 marks

coherently, so achieves the higher mark for Level 4

Way 1: even those closest to Jesus doubt him sometimes
Way 2: Jesus knows what will happen to you
Development: he predicted Peter would deny him

Way 3: a Christian can be afraid

Full marks are reached at this point

1d (i) Three correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: they threw everything away

Reason 2: they helped those less fortunate than themselves
Reason 3: they were always by Jesus’ side

1d(ii) Three correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: fell asleep in the Garden

Reason 2: Peter denied Jesus

Reason 3: Judas betrayed Jesus

SPaG High performance: 4 marks

24 marks

Three correct ways are given, with one developed. It is answered

Examiner Tip

On a b) question, the two reasons may be from
opposite sides of the argument (as in this example)
as long as they are both the candidate's own views.
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Examiner Comments

la A partially correct definition, as shown in the mark scheme.
There is no indication of Jesus 'choosing' them. 1 mark

1b Two correct reasons given with one developed = 3 marks.
Reason 1: Jesus wanted him to help those who needed his help

Development: the man could experience what Jesus does when he helps
those in need

Reason 2: the man could experience how hard life is for those who have
financial problems

1c Level 3 = 6 marks

Two correct ways, with one fully developed and answered coherently
Way 1: help them to know Jesus is all knowing

Development: Jesus tells the twelve someone would deny him

Way 2: Jesus will be there to forgive you

The middle section of the answer is repetition of Jesus being all-knowing and

so cannot be credited
1d (i) One correct reasons = 1 mark

Reason 1: they were the people who struggled the most as they gave up so

much. The rest of the response does not really answer the question.
1d(ii) One correct reason that is developed = 2 marks

Reason 1: Jesus was the best role model

Development: because he cured and saved people

SPaG Intermediate performance = 3 marks

16 marks
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Question 2 (a)(b)(c)(d)
This question was answered by fewer students than Q1.
Again, it was answered quite well.

2a Many students had learnt the glossary definition and so were able to gain full marks but
there were quite a few students who were unable to give a fully correct answer.

2b There were some good answers with developed, valid, reasons given - mainly centring
around the idea that life today is very different from the way it was in Jesus' day.

2c Most students were able to relate the different types of soil to problems of discipleship.
Some included the 'good soil' but that, of course, could not be credited since it is a success
of discipleship, rather than a problem! Some students did refer to the fact that many people
did not understand the parable, and this itself was a problem.

2d Answers were fairly evenly split between those students who believe there are evil spirits
and those who do not. Some students lost marks because they interpreted the question as
saying 'there is no such thing as evil' which, of course does, not answer the question.

Below is an example of an almost full-mark answer, with comments showing where the
marks were awarded.

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01
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2a This is a correct definition = 2 marks

2b 2 correct reasons given with one developed, therefore 3 marks
Reason 1: people have more responsibilities today

Reason 2: society is very different from back then

Development: we are competitive with each other

The development of Reason 1 cannot be accepted, because they
had families for which they had to provide, in those days, as well.

2c Level 4 = 8 marks

4 correct ways are answered coherently so this response gains the
higher of the two marks for Level 4

Way 1: it will be difficult to spread the message of God
Way 2: people start off enthusiastic but lose interest

Way 3: the seeds on the path represent people who will ignore it
(the word)

Way 4: the disciples did not understand it
2d(i) 3 correct reasons = 3 marks
Reason 1: there is no evidence of them

Reason 2: the Bible was written when people were very
superstitious

Reason 3: they are just used to represent mental disorders
2d(ii) 2 correct reasons with one developed = 3 marks
Reason 1: some believe everything in the Bible
Development: they believe the Bible is the word of God

Reason 2: because we have no direct evidence does not mean
they do not exist

SPaG High performance = 4 marks
23 marks

Examiner Tip

The easiest way of ensuring full marks in the (a)
questions is to learn the glossary definition of the words.
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Question 3 (a)

Many students had learnt the correct definition of 'the Temple' and gained the full two
marks. Many others did not show the difference between the Temple and other places of
worship, thus only gaining one mark. The most obvious distinguishing feature is that the
Temple was the place where sacrifices were offered.

Below are two examples of responses. One is an incorrect answer and the other is fully
correct.

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

No correct knowledge is given.

This answer is too vague. Jesus is more likely to
have studied and learned to pray in the synagogue.

0 marks
(a) ﬂ-‘QTwPEh[WMwFB ........ WL esanerlm. . wNeRe
[
..... i:mﬂirc_uu.mr:mudg

Plus

Examiner Comments

This is a correct definition.

2 marks

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01 15
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Question 3 (b)(c)(d)

This question was generally answered well, with students being able to recognise the
incidents to which the questions referred.

3b Students gave a variety of valid responses to this question - but mainly centring around
the idea of Jesus as messiah and the Old Testament prophecy from Zechariah about the
coming of messiah. Several students also pointed to him riding a donkey as a symbol of
humility. Some students also suggested that Jesus was being deliberately provocative by
entering Jerusalem in this way.

3¢ Most students knew the story of the paralysed man who was lowered through the roof
and were able to write about what happened. Many were also able to show the significance
of the story for Christians today. The themes identified mainly included the:

o forgiveness of sins
e miraculous healing
e faith of the man's friends.

3d The majority of students attempting this question knew the account of the discussion
about Caesar and taxes. They were able to apply it to today and explain why it is or is not
significant. The main arguments centred around the fact that we still have taxes today
that have to be paid, but also that we need to give due regard to our duty to God. Many
students, in equal numbers, used this incident to argue that Jesus was saying that religion
and politics should not be mixed, or that they should be mixed!

Below are two answers: one that did not gain full marks, and one that did, with comments
to show where marks were given.

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01
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Examiner Comments
3b 1 correct reason, developed = 2 marks

Reason 1 (second paragraph): had to enter this way in
order to cause conflict

Development: so the authorities would order his death and
cause the passion

No marks are given for the first paragraph - a donkey is
not a sacrificial animal.

3c Level 3 = 6 marks

2 correct reasons, with one developed, and answered
coherently

Reason 1: your sins are forgiven
Development: showing he is the Son of God

Reason 2: if he had not upset the authorities then his
passion may not have been fulfilled

Giving another reason (for example talking about the faith
of the friends), or developing the second reason, would
have led to this answer being moved up to Level 4 and
gaining 8 marks.

3d(i) 3 correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: it tells us we should pay our taxes

Reason 2: also give to God what is his

Reason 3: religion should stand up for political rights
3d(ii) 0 correct reason = 0 mark

There was some confusion in this response between corban
and tithing, which are unconnected with this incident.

11 marks

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01
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marks.

Examiner Tip

Be careful that you only answer the
parts (a, b, ¢, d) from one of the
two questions on the page.

If you take parts from both
questions you may lose many
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

3b Two correct reasons, developed, therefore 4 marks
Reason 1: Jesus was following the prophecy of the messiah

Development: showing he was the messiah

Reason 2: Jesus knew that claiming to be the messiah would
anger the teachers of the law

Development: it could be seen as blasphemy

3c Level 4 = 8 marks

2 correct reasons developed, answered coherently
Reason 1: this shows Jesus as the Son of God
Development: Jesus had power over sickness

Reason 2: it shows Jesus as the son of man
Development: he was compassionate enough to heal the man
Maximum marks have been reached at this point
3d(i) 3 correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: the government still requests taxes
Reason 2: teaches about how to obey God

Reason 3: teaches Christians to obey the government
3d(ii) 1 correct reason fully developed = 3 marks
Reason 1: society has changed

Development 1: many more are atheists so the teaching of God
is not relevant

Development 2: many in Jesus' day opposed the Roman
government - not the same today

18 marks

us

A
p
2/ 14\ ResultsF
Examiner Tip
The easiest way to answer the
(d) questions is to give three
valid reasons in each part.
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Question 4 (a)

Most students knew that the Sadducees were a religious group, but quite often they did
not give enough detail to distinguish the Sadducees from other religious groups (eg the
Pharisees), and so only gained one mark instead of the two available.

Below are two examples — one of a partially correct answer and one of a fully correct
answer.

...... &?/[{Whvwcr"&tfﬂ
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, DR SIS S FOACe
ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
There is a partially correct definition.

There was not sufficient detail to separate the
Sadducees from other groups, who were also powerful.

1 mark

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Correct definition
2 marks
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Question 4 (b)(c)(d)

4b This was generally quite well known and most students were able to give one or two
reasons for their belief.

4c Many students found this question difficult. The 'plot to kill Jesus' is a specific point in
the specification. It covers chapter 14 verses 1-2 (the authorities were looking for some
way to arrest Jesus; verses 10-11 (the offer by Judas to betray Jesus) and verses 17-21
(the revelation at the Last Supper by Jesus that one of them would betray him). Examiners
did give credit to those students who referred to events that had a direct bearing on the
authorities deciding they needed to get rid of Jesus (eg the cleansing of the temple; the
'difficult’ questions in the Temple).

4d Again, there were many thoughtful comments on this - many students citing examples
such as how times have changed:

e we are now living in a multi-faith society
e people need to work on Sunday for financial reasons.

Below are two examples — one which did not gain many marks and one a full mark answer.

Elyin it {7"1@(-
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4b Two correct reasons, therefore 2 marks

Reason 1: it was his own father’s home

Reason 2: it was being used in the wrong way and needed to be corrected
Both these reasons suffered from a lack of development. It

needs more than only the basic reasons in order to gain full marks.
4c Level 1 = 2 marks

1 correct reason, answered coherently

Reason 1: it fulfils the prophecy

The rest of the answer goes beyond the plot into the arrest itself.
4d(i) 3 correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: some people have to work on the Sabbath

Reason 2: it represents the seventh day of the creation story, which some people do not
believe

Reason 3: it is hard to decide what is work and what is not

4d(ii) 1 correct reason = 1 mark

Reason 1: it is an ancient tradition, which we should show respect for

The candidate could have gained more marks by giving further reasons such as:
'It is a command of God'

'It is good for everyone to have a rest from work.'

8 marks
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Examiner Comments
4b Two correct reasons, developed = 4 marks
Reason 1: they were misusing the temple by selling goods
Development: this was disrespectful in a holy place
Reason 2: the selling was disrupting the gentiles’ worship
Development: (before the reason) my temple is a house of worship for all nations
4c Level 4 = 8 marks
Three correct reasons, with one developed, answered coherently
Reason 1: the plot to kill Jesus fulfilled many Old Testament prophecies
Development: the (mis)quote following it — which is nearly correct
Reason 2: it was part of God's plan for salvation
Reason 3: the religious leaders were jealous of Jesus’ popularity
4d(i) Three correct reasons = 3 marks
Reason 1: many people have full-time round-the-clock jobs
Reason 2: there are many different faiths with different Sabbaths

Reason 3: this could lead to health services being run down because of missing
staff

4d(ii) Three correct reasons = 3 marks
Reason 1: Christians should be able to avail one day of the schedule for God
Reason 2: times may have changed but the message and principles stay the same

Reason 3: people in Jesus' day, who had nothing, managed to keep the Sabbath
so why cannot we?

18 marks
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Question 5 (a)

The great majority of students knew who Judas Iscariot was, and so managed to achieve full
marks for this question.

m/aj /SCer 2 fwa S

Correct definition, although phrased
differently from the mark scheme.

2 marks

Examiner Comments

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01
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Question 5 (b)(c)(d)

Section 3 (Q5 and Q6) tends to be the section that is answered best and this year was no
exception.

5b Most students were familiar with the trial of Jesus before Pilate and of Pilate giving in to
the crowd. Students were able, therefore, to give reasons in answer to this question. There
were a few students who confused the trial before Pilate with that before the High Priest.

5c¢ This was generally well answered, with a wide range of valid reasons given, to explain
why it is important for Christians today.

5d Again, there was some thoughtful discussion. However, some students ventured 'outside
the Garden of Gethsemane and gave invalid reasons from other parts of Jesus' life, which
could not be credited.

Below are two examples — one of a weaker answer and one of an almost full mark answer,
with some comments.
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Examiner Comments
5b Two correct reasons, developed = 4 marks
Reason 1: he knew that Jesus was innocent
Development: he could have stopped Jesus from being crucified
Reason 2: he did not want to make the crowd angry at him
Development: so he let Jesus suffer and die
5c Level 2 = 4 marks
2 correct reasons. answered coherently
Reason 1: Jesus died on the cross for his people
Development: so their sins would be washed away
5d(i) 1 correct reason = 1 mark

Reason 1: the disciples kept falling asleep and could not follow
instructions

5d(ii) 1 correct reason = 1 marks
Reason 1: they were very tired, so it was not their fault
10 marks

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01




WY conum.l:ed crnmmod who hod eommltt,ed La&x )
o erimes g0 Pilate knows no ane. would w ankhim
releaSed. te chould. lhove realised. the Kne beachos.
of Yre [ouwn ond. Sonlodin. had Stirred U}o e
aowd Yo MQJEQ RV @% Rogobur .

He also. BCLMQ in koo eas:g_.} becwe obsptehxm.
Rhowing. JefoP wod an 1ahocent man,
Rlake. c:hgcl.r\ E. H connvince the crowd, ff°t£f‘€«"~
LSQ}JUS Hz could... hotue “mf’%j reod ouk. KL
crimes’ of Jesva. covmpoted. ko Borabus ' orimes.
ond 050 leaodler. he. ghould. howe. given. Jeosos
o {lour taiol. Bob e didn't beravse he.
wontedie 1o be oves guiekly ,
0. The. QFUC[PIX[OF\ 15 tmpwkomt bZCOLusQ_.LLQ.Jm.,
replaced +h o\abj JocliFlas of animal taok
Adups would.onoke... 49...repent. dow sins. The
.....uc.um.e.1.x:1..o.n..,.,......p..ne.umt,c.....:Ifhe.,......,.h@.@.....kass......_o.{.........h..,&..,.fkm.gh.,.

amnu)&uqlftcwmd ......... Ehis (£ loecouse.. J28Us wap. .
LOMPOSSIONAER ..
The CruCifiian is. meoﬂ:mt Jbecowse tmeans...
Jesusulfills khe e rtfd f)ruf’l'mclef made in-taoold. ...
Jostament. He . h ad. ko .e0pfer..and. glie to folfdl. the.
RSN ANC p..r_,o..phac oboutbhe suffer 9, wm&:cmd |
e oongirme s idonkiy

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01

33



34

T&\ntruuf‘mantmmpor&mtbJChﬂ&\.-iM.r{;adaeand
bauarbe:o,umdmmreconmadhum&n@wt%
ool Il here wmmbur:ubakwmnwﬁomw
Qa,rtofi-tmbzcaueap{—]domaﬁdEues

gn&mqlmﬂﬁmﬁ,'{w,hwahwm'tbmnma[ou
JfoBodthnrewaaapduux‘smtﬁtmremauedalj

ourﬂnsmdbn‘dazd ....... mgapbgtwwwapd&ol

&l&kl@r\f‘htpmlt’f\(}adMhb\adlzdikhﬁdd& ..........
Curkmn:;{)qumﬂ INTIN v from e room..
dicoked. Lo (bod. in the e (e.r03... r..[.‘:.f:z@;d ..............

whith e ot W e covld reach Goo apain...

T s shill broe for Chaces+(oms L‘Odaﬁﬁ.

gouolem gt Saam disciples ok chowfoukin

(d) () \aﬁrﬂbecme{:'hedlimpkufdlmua{oand
.__d.fao..b%g.e,d......lﬂfmi..c.....pr..o..mi.g..e,.....l:a..........d..zm.s.a.;........uu.h.i.c.h........&.hma.x,.m\y.dﬁnf
t{’,tllB....,..{I.u,r...t....hi.,m....Qf:s..b,z.li..auﬂ...hﬂ...nﬂedn.d ......... Ie... MPLFG%M
fq}mandhusbedh«tmwmmumlgwﬁ ..... mguldweglched
ooz, | oo ogree . becase. just.. bz.Fo..re....m.@u
ﬂfﬁﬁ’ﬂmamrda&wr&"mmdwmaﬁt}wwou@
bekray him - Petersald  Surely nok? ' which ghows
althQllﬁfquac,b.af-fa.lUnmwha.k _______ Jes u.z....m;jr.

Lodto think vhey didn't show faikh  becowre if thay

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01



beoly believed pe was==_Hao.  Son of God andthe .
Memm.h.khaﬂwouthNadammaﬂam&Mmdd&
?[ubzckhlmlmheo_d{'wb{el{mlmf, ho-which sgoCsl

J(Im&cltclnl:b.?_hwp.mhmmw\.kl
(n)&o..mg,.o..m.........mm& ....... faink._no . u..P.P.g..fa.ItaE.,...mnd ...... Haink That.

by failling asleep thay showed lotsof faith in wim and n
ni3-abi[iierto prolect: fmmeelf, becawse huy trought: ke dfdn 't
Mﬂd‘}’hmrholpj(}marmma\,ﬂ ....... ol]m@..m ........ and Yhink

onen Thou g he psbinslied hata. by saying oreof .
Mwmu[dbﬂhrw\mmdmwCqu_admmmdﬁudf

ok Neay sl fallowed fion , & Ay bl i Semoone

w2 J0y Fnal Anpyhad faith because ey
.l-P,j.pach{.d...h.;.m.-..,...d.u.uy....,m.laQoLE:crbfa)oﬁo.\cf\?gﬂ.

akm,amb(\ww{:q:{hawdbexpzckforhxm
hacm.w;, ....... E%xe.d .......... ST K P

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01 35



36

N

=
4 ResuitsP

us
/\ Examiner Comments

5b Two correct reasons, developed = 4 marks
Reason 1: Pilate knew no-one would want Barabbas released

Development: he should have realised they had stirred up the crowd to get
Barabbas released

Reason 2: He did not try to convince the crowd to release Jesus

Development: he could have simply read out the crimes of Jesus, compared
with those of Barabbas

5c Level 4 = 8 marks

Three correct reasons, with one developed, answered coherently
Reason 1: Jesus replaced the daily sacrifices that the Jews made
Reason 2: Jesus fulfils the prophecies of the Old Testament
Development: the reference to the prophecy of the 'Suffering Servant'
Reason 3: Jesus reconciled humanity with God

Full marks have been reached at this point.

5d(i) Two correct reasons, with one developed = 3 marks

Reason 1: They disobeyed their promise to Jesus

Development: if they had faith, they would have stayed awake
Reason 2: if they had faith, they would have done anything to protect Jesus

References to Peter’s denial cannot be credited because this did not take place
in the Garden.

5d(ii) Two correct reason = 2 marks

Reason 1: they had faith in his ability to protect himself

Reason 2: they did show faith by coming and "sticking with him"

Another reason here would have given the candidate full marks for this answer.
17 marks

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Developing reasons (often with a relevant
quotation or reference to a relevant
incident) will increase your marks.
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Question 6 (a)

Most students knew that crucifixion was a method of execution. In order to gain full marks,
they needed to show that the person was put to death on a cross, to distinguish it from any

other form of execution.

Two examples are given below - one a partially correct answer and one a fully correct
answer.

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
Partially correct definition, as shown in the mark scheme.

The question is 'what is crucifixion' not 'what is the crucifixion.'
Also there is no indication that the person crucified is on a cross.

1 mark

Examiner Comments

6a Correct definition
This is the glossary definition.
2 marks
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Question 6 (b)(c)(d)
As with Q5, this question, again, was generally well done.

6b Many students provided good, developed answers, often centring around the fact of the
resurrection being the basis of the Christian faith, and also that it gives hope for life after
death.

6c¢ This aspect of the trial had been learned well, with the fact of the trial having been held
at night being the major point made. There were a few students who confused this trial with
the one held before Pontius Pilate.

6d Most students were aware of what the Last Supper was. Many of those who agreed

with the statement that it is not important for Christians, majored on the fact that it was
celebrating a Jewish festival and therefore was not important to Christians. The majority of
those who disagreed with the statement, wrote about it being the origin of the Eucharist.

Below are two examples — one a weak answer and the other an almost fully correct answer.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

6b Two correct reasons, with one developed = 3 marks
Reason 1: the resurrection shows that there is a heaven
Reason 2: the resurrection shows that Jesus was not defeated
Development: therefore, God is powerful and can do all things
6c Level 1 = 2 marks

One correct reason, answered coherently

Reason 1: Jesus had not committed any crimes

The rest does not deal with the unfairness of the trial and is partly
confused with the trial by Pilate

6d(i) Two correct reasons, with one developed = 3 marks

Reason 1: Jesus (made most of his) prophecies at the Last Supper
Developed: seen as omniscient today

Reason 2: some of the Last Supper is re-enacted by Catholics today
6d(ii) Two correct reasons = 2 marks

Reason 1: just Jesus and his disciples having a meal

Reason 2: there were no miracles performed, which does not make
the event special

10 marks
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

6b Two correct reasons, both developed = 4 marks

Reason 1: "kick-started" the Christian Church

Development: without it Jesus’ death would be meaningless

Reason 2: it is recorded in every gospel

Development: so Christians should believe that it happened

6c Level 4 = 8 marks

Three correct reasons, with one developed, answered coherently

Reason 1: it was held at night

Development: this was against Sanhedrin law

Reason 2: they abused Jesus

Reason 3: they had false witnesses

6d(i) Three correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: it is when Jesus predicted he would be betrayed

Reason 2: it links Passover to the Last Supper and the sealing of the new covenant
Reason 3: followed by the explanation of the sealing of the covenants

6d(ii) Two correct reasons = 2 marks

Reason 1: just another Passover meal

Reason 2: many more important events, such as the death and resurrection
17 marks

Examiner Tip

In the (c) questions, write each reason
as a separate paragraph. This shows
your ideas clearly.

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01 43



Question 7 (a)

Most students knew who Moses was but sometimes did give enough detail to separate him
from other, similar, prophets from the Old Testament and so only gained one mark.

Below are two answers — both partially correct, with comments showing why they are only
partially correct.

Write your answer here:

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
Partially correct definition

The student has made the link with the Ten Commandments,
although is inaccurate in saying that Moses wrote them.

1 mark

(a) fgepebetont Lo tagohts. /é.w,;ma:p/maﬁmﬂff” _____ whOm.. COPE L0, o040, ..

ﬁ Results¥

Examiner Comments

This is a partially correct definition, as shown in the mark
scheme.

To achieve both marks, students need to show that Moses
appeared with Elijah, in order to distinguish him from Elijah.

1 mark
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Question 7 (b)(c)(d)

Students were obviously familiar with the three incidents mentioned in this question,
although particularly in (d) were sometimes less able to apply that knowledge to the way
the questions were asked.

Two examples are given below - one weaker answer and another of an almost fully correct
answer.
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7b Two correct reasons, developed = 4 marks

Reason 1: Jesus is omnipotent

The development: he can perform whatever he wants

Reason 2: Jesus performs nature miracles and does so in this miracle
Development: the example given of walking on water

7¢ Level 2 = 4 marks

One correct description, which is developed, and answered coherently
Description 1: Jesus is omnipotent

Development: that he can perform whatever miracles he wants to
7d(i) Opinion only, with no correct reasons, therefore 0 marks

The student does understand that being baptised in a lake (river) was
the way John baptised everyone.

7d(ii) One correct reason = 1 mark

Reason 1: An atheist does not believe in God or anything to do with
him, so would not believe in baptism

9 marks

¢ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

Remember that (b) questions only ask for what you
think. You should not give two sides to an argument
(unlike in the (d) questions) unless you cannot make
up your mind and can argue your point of view from
both sides.

Both reasons must be your own point of view - not
those of someone else.
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7b Two correct reasons, developed = 4 marks

Reason 1: God created us

Development: so he must be able to perform miracles
Reason 2: He performed many other miracles
Development: the examples given of other miracles

In this response, the first reason ‘With God all things are possible’ is
ignored because it is an undeveloped reason and there are two other
developed reasons.

7¢c Level 4 = 8 marks

Three correct descriptions, with one developed, answered coherently
Description 1: it shows Jesus was kind and caring to Jairus’ daughter
Development: (before) as women those days were overlooked
Description 2: shows that Jesus has power over death

Development: it was a picture of his resurrection

7d(i) One correct reason, developed = 2 marks

Reason 1: all the Trinity were present

Development: the Holy Spirit came like a dove, God spoke, Jesus is
baptised

7d(ii) One correct reason, developed = 2 marks
Reason 1: he was washing away his sin
Development: so he could not have been God
16 Marks
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Question 8 (a)

This question caused some confusion amongst students. Many gave a description of the
sacrament of confession or said that it meant declaring your sorrow for sins committed. In
a general context, this would be correct, but it is not particularly a feature of Mark's gospel.
This is a case where learning the glossary definition (part of the specification) would have
been beneficial and,

to be fair, many students did. The context in which this word occurs is in Peter's confession
of faith, at Caesarea Philippi.

Below are two examples - one a partially correct answer and one fully correct.

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A partially correct definition, as shown
in the mark scheme.

1 mark

A

%,

Resultst
Examiner Tip

With (a) questions in order to be sure of achieving

2 marks, it is best to learn the glossary definition
and to give that as your answer.

Examiner Comments

A correct definition
2 marks
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Question 8 (b)(c)(d)
AIth ugh this que not as popular as Q7bcd, it tended to be answered more
ssfully.

Below is xample of a full mark answer.
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Examiner Comments
8b Two correct reasons, developed = 4 marks

Reason 1: Mark showed that Jesus had divine powers

Development: the examples he gives

Reason 2: in the baptism story, God declares that Jesus is his son
Development: the Holy Spirit comes down on him

8c Level 4 = 8 marks

Two correct descriptions, with one fully developed, answered coherently

Description 1: the transfiguration shows that Jesus is the Son of God, because it shows
the divine power he wields

First development: the example of the change in his appearance

Second development: the voice of God stated that he was his son

Description 2: shows he was messiah, because of the presence of Moses and Elijah
8d(i) Three correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: we live an age of science where proof is required

Reason 2: words written 2000 years ago are not very reliable

Reason 3: they lived in superstitious times and Jesus' actions were blown out of
proportion

8d(ii) Two correct reasons, with one developed = 3 marks

Reason 1: some see God as all-powerful

Development: he made the laws of nature so he can change them

Reason 2: some Christians believe the Bible is the word of God, so everything in it is true
18 marks

Examiner Tip

In the (c) questions, if you only tell the story on which
the question is based, you will only achieve Level 1 - 2
marks. Reasons must always be given, to take it further.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, students are offered the following advice:

There is a choice of two questions per section; each of these has four sub-questions.
Students may either attempt the sub-questions in the top question (odd-numbered) or
the sub-questions in the bottom question (even-numbered). Students who choose sub-
questions from a mixture of the top and bottom questions will not receive marks for all
of their responses and, as such, are at a clear disadvantage

Students are asked to indicate which question they have answered by putting a cross in
a box at the top of the paper: this indicates which question they are answering -
students should not cross out the question they are not doing. Some students did not
follow the rubric and they should be reminded to do so, as part of their examination
preparation

The amount of lines given on the examination paper is more than adequate for students
to achieve maximum marks. There is no need for students to write more than this. If
students write more than can be inserted into the allocated linage, they are using up too
much time on that particular question. Almost all of the students who used extra paper
had already achieved maximum marks on that question. Any student who needs extra
space may use that space allocated to other questions, as long as they indicate clearly
on their paper that this is what they have done

Students produced some very interesting answers to the questions posed. This indicated
that they and their teachers had not only studied the topic but, importantly, had also
linked them to their everyday life and that reflected in the society around them

Maximum marks on the part (a) questions are easily gained by learning the Edexcel
glossary definitions

Only the student’s point of view is credited in part (b) questions. The easiest way to

gain full marks is for students to concentrate on stating their opinion and writing two
separate reasons for it, each in a distinct paragraph, and then to develop each of the
reasons with an example or a quotation

On part (c) questions, students may gain the higher mark within the level by writing
coherently. Part (c) questions test AO1 and so either will ask for students to ‘Explain
why’ or to ‘Explain how’

This year, many of the part (d) questions this year produced interesting answers.
However, in part (d)(i), students should ensure that they begin by stating their own view
and their reasons for it. In part (d)(ii) students should state reasons why someone might
hold a different view, rather than mixing the two halves.

At least one of the reasons given in either (d)(i) or (d)(ii) must be explicitly Christian
(which may be a quote from Mark's gospel or a reference to something in it), to go
beyond achieving three marks.

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01



Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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