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Introduction
This specification is now well established, this being the seventh year in which it has been 
examined. It will be examined for the last time next year (2017) after which there will be a 
new specification. 

The new specification may be accessed on Edexcel Gateway.

Centres should, by now, be familiar with the layout and weighting of the paper. 

Unit 16 covers Mark’s Gospel. This unit is generally taken in combination with one of the 
Religion and Life papers, or with either Christianity or Catholic Christianity. It is the only unit 
in the Pearson/Edexcel RS 'suite' of papers which is a textually-based paper.

Note: SPaG – Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar.
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Question 1 (a)(b)(c)(d)
This question was twice as popular as Question (Q)2. It was quite well answered.

1a Most students knew what was meant by the Twelve, however some only gained one mark 
because they failed to include the idea that they were 'chosen' by Jesus from among all his 
disciples.

1b Some very good reasons were given (and developed) in answer to this question. Ideas 
included such things as: it was unrealistic for the rich young man to give away everything. 
On the other side, students argued that it was a small price to pay for entry to the Kingdom 
of Heaven.

1c Again, there were some good answers here. Many students argued that it is encouraging 
to Christians today that Peter (who later became the first pope) was not perfect – so there is 
hope for all Christians.

1d There were some thoughtful answers here. Many students argued that, despite their 
failings, the disciples were good role models for today.

Below are two examples. One is an answer that lost several marks and one is a full mark 
answer, with some comments that show where it gained the marks.
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 1a This is a correct definition, although phrased differently from 
the mark scheme = 2 marks

1b Two correct reasons given and developed = 4 marks.

Reason 1: he had made an honest living

Development: he should not have to give them away to enter 
heaven

Reason 2: he would not need his riches in heaven

Development: therefore, that he could give them to those in 
need

1c Level 4 = 8 marks

Three correct ways are given, with one developed. It is answered 
coherently, so achieves the higher mark for Level 4

Way 1: even those closest to Jesus doubt him sometimes

Way 2: Jesus knows what will happen to you

Development: he predicted Peter would deny him

Way 3: a Christian can be afraid

Full marks are reached at this point

1d (i) Three correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: they threw everything away

Reason 2: they helped those less fortunate than themselves

Reason 3: they were always by Jesus’ side

1d(ii) Three correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: fell asleep in the Garden

Reason 2: Peter denied Jesus

Reason 3: Judas betrayed Jesus

SPaG High performance: 4 marks

24 marks

Examiner Comments

On a b) question, the two reasons may be from 
opposite sides of the argument (as in this example)  
as long as they are both the candidate's own views.

Examiner Tip
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1a A partially correct definition, as shown in the mark scheme. 
There is no indication of Jesus 'choosing' them. 1 mark

1b Two correct reasons given with one developed = 3 marks.

Reason 1: Jesus wanted him to help those who needed his help

Development: the man could experience what Jesus does when he helps 
those in need 

Reason 2: the man could experience how hard life is for those who have 
financial problems

1c Level 3 = 6 marks

Two correct ways, with one fully developed and answered coherently

Way 1: help them to know Jesus is all knowing

Development: Jesus tells the twelve someone would deny him

Way 2: Jesus will be there to forgive you

The middle section of the answer is repetition of Jesus being all-knowing and 
so cannot be credited

1d (i) One correct reasons = 1 mark

Reason 1: they were the people who struggled the most as they gave up so 
much. The rest of the response does not really answer the question.

1d(ii) One correct reason that is developed = 2 marks

Reason 1: Jesus was the best role model

Development: because he cured and saved people

SPaG Intermediate performance = 3 marks

16 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)(b)(c)(d)
This question was answered by fewer students than Q1.

Again, it was answered quite well.

2a Many students had learnt the glossary definition and so were able to gain full marks but 
there were quite a few students who were unable to give a fully correct answer.

2b There were some good answers with developed, valid, reasons given - mainly centring 
around the idea that life today is very different from the way it was in Jesus' day.

2c Most students were able to relate the different types of soil to problems of discipleship. 
Some included the 'good soil' but that, of course, could not be credited since it is a success 
of discipleship, rather than a problem! Some students did refer to the fact that many people 
did not understand the parable, and this itself was a problem.

2d Answers were fairly evenly split between those students who believe there are evil spirits 
and those who do not. Some students lost marks because they interpreted the question as 
saying 'there is no such thing as evil' which, of course does, not answer the question.

Below is an example of an almost full-mark answer, with comments showing where the 
marks were awarded.
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2a This is a correct definition = 2 marks

2b 2 correct reasons given with one developed, therefore 3 marks

Reason 1: people have more responsibilities today

Reason 2: society is very different from back then

Development: we are competitive with each other

The development of Reason 1 cannot be accepted, because they 
had families for which they had to provide, in those days, as well.

2c Level 4 = 8 marks

4 correct ways are answered coherently so this response gains the 
higher of the two marks for Level 4

Way 1: it will be difficult to spread the message of God

Way 2: people start off enthusiastic but lose interest

Way 3: the seeds on the path represent people who will ignore it 
(the word)

Way 4: the disciples did not understand it

2d(i) 3 correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: there is no evidence of them

Reason 2: the Bible was written when people were very 
superstitious

Reason 3: they are just used to represent mental disorders

2d(ii) 2 correct reasons with one developed = 3 marks

Reason 1: some believe everything in the Bible

Development: they believe the Bible is the word of God

Reason 2: because we have no direct evidence does not mean 
they do not exist

SPaG High performance = 4 marks

23 marks

Examiner Comments

The easiest way of ensuring full marks in the (a) 
questions is to learn the glossary definition of the words.

Examiner Tip



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01 15

Question 3 (a)
Many students had learnt the correct definition of 'the Temple' and gained the full two 
marks. Many others did not show the difference between the Temple and other places of 
worship, thus only gaining one mark. The most obvious distinguishing feature is that the 
Temple was the place where sacrifices were offered.

Below are two examples of responses. One is an incorrect answer and the other is fully 
correct.

No correct knowledge is given.

This answer is too vague. Jesus is more likely to 
have studied and learned to pray in the synagogue.

0 marks

Examiner Comments

This is a correct definition.

2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b)(c)(d)
This question was generally answered well, with students being able to recognise the 
incidents to which the questions referred.

3b Students gave a variety of valid responses to this question - but mainly centring around 
the idea of Jesus as messiah and the Old Testament prophecy from Zechariah about the 
coming of messiah. Several students also pointed to him riding a donkey as a symbol of 
humility. Some students also suggested that Jesus was being deliberately provocative by 
entering Jerusalem in this way.

3c Most students knew the story of the paralysed man who was lowered through the roof 
and were able to write about what happened. Many were also able to show the significance 
of the story for Christians today. The themes identified mainly included the:

•	 forgiveness of sins

•	 miraculous healing

•	 faith of the man's friends.

3d The majority of students attempting this question knew the account of the discussion 
about Caesar and taxes. They were able to apply it to today and explain why it is or is not 
significant. The main arguments centred around the fact that we still have taxes today 
that have to be paid, but also that we need to give due regard to our duty to God. Many 
students, in equal numbers, used this incident to argue that Jesus was saying that religion 
and politics should not be mixed, or that they should be mixed!

Below are two answers: one that did not gain full marks, and one that did, with comments 
to show where marks were given.
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3b 1 correct reason, developed = 2 marks

Reason 1 (second paragraph): had to enter this way in 
order to cause conflict

Development: so the authorities would order his death and 
cause the passion

No marks are given for the first paragraph – a donkey is 
not a sacrificial animal.

3c Level 3 = 6 marks

2 correct reasons, with one developed, and answered 
coherently

Reason 1: your sins are forgiven

Development: showing he is the Son of God

Reason 2: if he had not upset the authorities then his 
passion may not have been fulfilled

Giving another reason (for example talking about the faith 
of the friends), or developing the second reason, would 
have led to this answer being moved up to Level 4 and 
gaining 8 marks.

3d(i) 3 correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: it tells us we should pay our taxes

Reason 2: also give to God what is his

Reason 3: religion should stand up for political rights

3d(ii) 0 correct reason = 0 mark

There was some confusion in this response between corban 
and tithing, which are unconnected with this incident.

11 marks

Examiner Comments

Be careful that you only answer the 
parts (a, b, c, d) from one of the 
two questions on the page.

If you take parts from both 
questions you may lose many 
marks.

Examiner Tip



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01 19



20 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01 21

The easiest way to answer the 
(d) questions is to give three 
valid reasons in each part.

Examiner Tip
3b Two correct reasons, developed, therefore 4 marks
Reason 1: Jesus was following the prophecy of the messiah

Development: showing he was the messiah

Reason 2: Jesus knew that claiming to be the messiah would 
anger the teachers of the law

Development: it could be seen as blasphemy

3c Level 4 = 8 marks

2 correct reasons developed, answered coherently

Reason 1: this shows Jesus as the Son of God

Development: Jesus had power over sickness

Reason 2: it shows Jesus as the son of man

Development: he was compassionate enough to heal the man

Maximum marks have been reached at this point

3d(i) 3 correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: the government still requests taxes

Reason 2: teaches about how to obey God 

Reason 3: teaches Christians to obey the government

3d(ii) 1 correct reason fully developed = 3 marks

Reason 1: society has changed

Development 1: many more are atheists so the teaching of God 
is not relevant

Development 2: many in Jesus' day opposed the Roman 
government – not the same today

18 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a)
Most students knew that the Sadducees were a religious group, but quite often they did 
not give enough detail to distinguish the Sadducees from other religious groups (eg the 
Pharisees), and so only gained one mark instead of the two available.

Below are two examples – one of a partially correct answer and one of a fully correct 
answer.

There is a partially correct definition.

There was not sufficient detail to separate the 
Sadducees from other groups, who were also powerful.

1 mark

Examiner Comments

Correct definition

2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b)(c)(d)
4b This was generally quite well known and most students were able to give one or two 
reasons for their belief.

4c Many students found this question difficult. The 'plot to kill Jesus' is a specific point in 
the specification. It covers chapter 14 verses 1–2 (the authorities were looking for some 
way to arrest Jesus; verses 10–11 (the offer by Judas to betray Jesus) and verses 17–21 
(the revelation at the Last Supper by Jesus that one of them would betray him). Examiners 
did give credit to those students who referred to events that had a direct bearing on the 
authorities deciding they needed to get rid of Jesus (eg the cleansing of the temple; the 
'difficult’ questions in the Temple). 

4d Again, there were many thoughtful comments on this - many students citing examples 
such as how times have changed:

•	 we are now living in a multi-faith society

•	 people need to work on Sunday for financial reasons.

Below are two examples – one which did not gain many marks and one a full mark answer.
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4b Two correct reasons, therefore 2 marks

Reason 1: it was his own father’s home

Reason 2: it was being used in the wrong way and needed to be corrected

Both these reasons suffered from a lack of development. It 

needs more than only the basic reasons in order to gain full marks.

4c Level 1 = 2 marks

1 correct reason, answered coherently

Reason 1: it fulfils the prophecy

The rest of the answer goes beyond the plot into the arrest itself.

4d(i) 3 correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: some people have to work on the Sabbath

Reason 2: it represents the seventh day of the creation story, which some people do not 
believe

Reason 3: it is hard to decide what is work and what is not

4d(ii) 1 correct reason = 1 mark

Reason 1: it is an ancient tradition, which we should show respect for

The candidate could have gained more marks by giving further reasons such as:

'It is a command of God'

'It is good for everyone to have a rest from work.'

8 marks

Examiner Comments
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4b Two correct reasons, developed = 4 marks

Reason 1: they were misusing the temple by selling goods

Development: this was disrespectful in a holy place

Reason 2: the selling was disrupting the gentiles’ worship

Development: (before the reason) my temple is a house of worship for all nations

4c Level 4 = 8 marks

Three correct reasons, with one developed, answered coherently

Reason 1: the plot to kill Jesus fulfilled many Old Testament prophecies

Development: the (mis)quote following it – which is nearly correct

Reason 2: it was part of God’s plan for salvation

Reason 3: the religious leaders were jealous of Jesus’ popularity

4d(i) Three correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: many people have full-time round-the-clock jobs

Reason 2: there are many different faiths with different Sabbaths

Reason 3: this could lead to health services being run down because of missing 
staff

4d(ii) Three correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: Christians should be able to avail one day of the schedule for God

Reason 2: times may have changed but the message and principles stay the same

Reason 3: people in Jesus' day, who had nothing, managed to keep the Sabbath 
so why cannot we?

18 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (a)
The great majority of students knew who Judas Iscariot was, and so managed to achieve full 
marks for this question.

Correct definition, although phrased 
differently from the mark scheme. 

2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (b)(c)(d)
Section 3 (Q5 and Q6) tends to be the section that is answered best and this year was no 
exception.

5b Most students were familiar with the trial of Jesus before Pilate and of Pilate giving in to 
the crowd. Students were able, therefore, to give reasons in answer to this question. There 
were a few students who confused the trial before Pilate with that before the High Priest.

5c This was generally well answered, with a wide range of valid reasons given, to explain 
why it is important for Christians today.

5d Again, there was some thoughtful discussion. However, some students ventured 'outside' 
the Garden of Gethsemane and gave invalid reasons from other parts of Jesus' life, which 
could not be credited.

Below are two examples – one of a weaker answer and one of an almost full mark answer, 
with some comments.
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5b Two correct reasons, developed = 4 marks

Reason 1: he knew that Jesus was innocent

Development: he could have stopped Jesus from being crucified

Reason 2: he did not want to make the crowd angry at him

Development: so he let Jesus suffer and die

5c Level 2 = 4 marks

2 correct reasons. answered coherently

Reason 1: Jesus died on the cross for his people

Development: so their sins would be washed away

5d(i) 1 correct reason = 1 mark

Reason 1: the disciples kept falling asleep and could not follow 
instructions

5d(ii) 1 correct reason = 1 marks

Reason 1: they were very tired, so it was not their fault

10 marks

Examiner Comments
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5b Two correct reasons, developed = 4 marks

Reason 1: Pilate knew no-one would want Barabbas released 

Development: he should have realised they had stirred up the crowd to get 
Barabbas released

Reason 2: He did not try to convince the crowd to release Jesus

Development: he could have simply read out the crimes of Jesus, compared 
with those of Barabbas

5c Level 4 = 8 marks

Three correct reasons, with one developed, answered coherently

Reason 1: Jesus replaced the daily sacrifices that the Jews made

Reason 2: Jesus fulfils the prophecies of the Old Testament

Development: the reference to the prophecy of the 'Suffering Servant'

Reason 3: Jesus reconciled humanity with God

Full marks have been reached at this point.

5d(i) Two correct reasons, with one developed = 3 marks

Reason 1: They disobeyed their promise to Jesus

Development: if they had faith, they would have stayed awake 

Reason 2: if they had faith, they would have done anything to protect Jesus

References to Peter’s denial cannot be credited because this did not take place 
in the Garden.

5d(ii) Two correct reason = 2 marks

Reason 1: they had faith in his ability to protect himself

Reason 2: they did show faith by coming and "sticking with him"

Another reason here would have given the candidate full marks for this answer.

17 marks

Examiner Comments

Developing reasons (often with a relevant 
quotation or reference to a relevant 
incident) will increase your marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (a)
Most students knew that crucifixion was a method of execution. In order to gain full marks, 
they needed to show that the person was put to death on a cross, to distinguish it from any 
other form of execution.

Two examples are given below – one a partially correct answer and one a fully correct 
answer.

Partially correct definition, as shown in the mark scheme.

The question is 'what is crucifixion' not 'what is the crucifixion.' 

Also there is no indication that the person crucified is on a cross.

1 mark

Examiner Comments

6a Correct definition

This is the glossary definition.

2 marks

Examiner Comments



38 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS16 01

Question 6 (b)(c)(d)
As with Q5, this question, again, was generally well done.

6b Many students provided good, developed answers, often centring around the fact of the 
resurrection being the basis of the Christian faith, and also that it gives hope for life after 
death.

6c This aspect of the trial had been learned well, with the fact of the trial having been held 
at night being the major point made. There were a few students who confused this trial with 
the one held before Pontius Pilate.

6d Most students were aware of what the Last Supper was. Many of those who agreed 
with the statement that it is not important for Christians, majored on the fact that it was 
celebrating a Jewish festival and therefore was not important to Christians. The majority of 
those who disagreed with the statement, wrote about it being the origin of the Eucharist.

Below are two examples – one a weak answer and the other an almost fully correct answer.
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6b Two correct reasons, with one developed = 3 marks

Reason 1: the resurrection shows that there is a heaven

Reason 2: the resurrection shows that Jesus was not defeated 

Development: therefore, God is powerful and can do all things

6c Level 1 = 2 marks

One correct reason, answered coherently

Reason 1: Jesus had not committed any crimes

The rest does not deal with the unfairness of the trial and is partly 
confused with the trial by Pilate

6d(i) Two correct reasons, with one developed = 3 marks

Reason 1: Jesus (made most of his) prophecies at the Last Supper

Developed: seen as omniscient today

Reason 2: some of the Last Supper is re-enacted by Catholics today

6d(ii) Two correct reasons = 2 marks

Reason 1: just Jesus and his disciples having a meal

Reason 2: there were no miracles performed, which does not make 
the event special

10 marks

Examiner Comments
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6b Two correct reasons, both developed = 4 marks

Reason 1: "kick-started" the Christian Church

Development: without it Jesus’ death would be meaningless

Reason 2: it is recorded in every gospel 

Development: so Christians should believe that it happened

6c Level 4 = 8 marks

Three correct reasons, with one developed, answered coherently

Reason 1: it was held at night

Development: this was against Sanhedrin law

Reason 2: they abused Jesus

Reason 3: they had false witnesses

6d(i) Three correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: it is when Jesus predicted he would be betrayed

Reason 2: it links Passover to the Last Supper and the sealing of the new covenant

Reason 3: followed by the explanation of the sealing of the covenants

6d(ii) Two correct reasons = 2 marks

Reason 1: just another Passover meal

Reason 2: many more important events, such as the death and resurrection

17 marks

Examiner Comments

In the (c) questions, write each reason 
as a separate paragraph. This shows 
your ideas clearly.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (a)
Most students knew who Moses was but sometimes did give enough detail to separate him 
from other, similar, prophets from the Old Testament and so only gained one mark.

Below are two answers – both partially correct, with comments showing why they are only 
partially correct.

Partially correct definition

The student has made the link with the Ten Commandments, 
although is inaccurate in saying that Moses wrote them.

1 mark

Examiner Comments

This is a partially correct definition, as shown in the mark 
scheme.

To achieve both marks, students need to show that Moses 
appeared with Elijah, in order to distinguish him from Elijah.

1 mark

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (b)(c)(d)
Students were obviously familiar with the three incidents mentioned in this question, 
although particularly in (d) were sometimes less able to apply that knowledge to the way 
the questions were asked.

Two examples are given below – one weaker answer and another of an almost fully correct 
answer.
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7b Two correct reasons, developed = 4 marks

Reason 1: Jesus is omnipotent

The development: he can perform whatever he wants

Reason 2: Jesus performs nature miracles and does so in this miracle

Development: the example given of walking on water

7c Level 2 = 4 marks

One correct description, which is developed, and answered coherently

Description 1: Jesus is omnipotent

Development: that he can perform whatever miracles he wants to

7d(i) Opinion only, with no correct reasons, therefore 0 marks

The student does understand that being baptised in a lake (river) was 
the way John baptised everyone.

7d(ii) One correct reason = 1 mark

Reason 1: An atheist does not believe in God or anything to do with 
him, so would not believe in baptism

9 marks

Examiner Comments

Remember that (b) questions only ask for what you 
think. You should not give two sides to an argument 
(unlike in the (d) questions) unless you cannot make 
up your mind and can argue your point of view from 
both sides. 

Both reasons must be your own point of view – not 
those of someone else.

Examiner Tip
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7b Two correct reasons, developed = 4 marks

Reason 1: God created us

Development: so he must be able to perform miracles

Reason 2: He performed many other miracles 

Development: the examples given of other miracles

In this response, the first reason ‘With God all things are possible’ is 
ignored because it is an undeveloped reason and there are two other 
developed reasons.

7c Level 4 = 8 marks

Three correct descriptions, with one developed, answered coherently

Description 1: it shows Jesus was kind and caring to Jairus’ daughter

Development: (before) as women those days were overlooked

Description 2: shows that Jesus has power over death

Development: it was a picture of his resurrection

7d(i) One correct reason, developed = 2 marks

Reason 1: all the Trinity were present

Development: the Holy Spirit came like a dove, God spoke, Jesus is 
baptised

7d(ii) One correct reason, developed = 2 marks

Reason 1: he was washing away his sin

Development: so he could not have been God

16 Marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (a)
This question caused some confusion amongst students. Many gave a description of the 
sacrament of confession or said that it meant declaring your sorrow for sins committed. In 
a general context, this would be correct, but it is not particularly a feature of Mark's gospel. 
This is a case where learning the glossary definition (part of the specification) would have 
been beneficial and, 

to be fair, many students did. The context in which this word occurs is in Peter's confession 
of faith, at Caesarea Philippi.

Below are two examples - one a partially correct answer and one fully correct.

 
A partially correct definition, as shown 
in the mark scheme.

1 mark

Examiner Comments

With (a) questions in order to be sure of achieving  
2 marks, it is best to learn the glossary definition 
and to give that as your answer.

Examiner Tip

A correct definition
2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b)(c)(d)
Although this question was not as popular as Q7bcd, it tended to be answered more 
sucessfully.

Below is an example of a full mark answer.
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8b Two correct reasons, developed = 4 marks

Reason 1: Mark showed that Jesus had divine powers

Development: the examples he gives

Reason 2: in the baptism story, God declares that Jesus is his son 

Development: the Holy Spirit comes down on him

8c Level 4 = 8 marks

Two correct descriptions, with one fully developed, answered coherently

Description 1: the transfiguration shows that Jesus is the Son of God, because it shows 
the divine power he wields

First development: the example of the change in his appearance

Second development: the voice of God stated that he was his son

Description 2: shows he was messiah, because of the presence of Moses and Elijah

8d(i) Three correct reasons = 3 marks

Reason 1: we live an age of science where proof is required

Reason 2: words written 2000 years ago are not very reliable

Reason 3: they lived in superstitious times and Jesus' actions were blown out of 
proportion

8d(ii) Two correct reasons, with one developed = 3 marks

Reason 1: some see God as all-powerful

Development: he made the laws of nature so he can change them

Reason 2: some Christians believe the Bible is the word of God, so everything in it is true

18 marks

Examiner Comments

In the (c) questions, if you only tell the story on which 
the question is based, you will only achieve Level 1 – 2 
marks. Reasons must always be given, to take it further.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, students are offered the following advice:

•	 There is a choice of two questions per section; each of these has four sub-questions. 
Students may either attempt the sub-questions in the top question (odd-numbered) or 
the sub-questions in the bottom question (even-numbered). Students who choose sub-
questions from a mixture of the top and bottom questions will not receive marks for all 
of their responses and, as such, are at a clear disadvantage

•	 Students are asked to indicate which question they have answered by putting a cross in 
a box at the top of the paper: this indicates which question they are answering – 
students should not cross out the question they are not doing. Some students did not 
follow the rubric and they should be reminded to do so, as part of their examination 
preparation

•	 The amount of lines given on the examination paper is more than adequate for students 
to achieve maximum marks. There is no need for students to write more than this. If 
students write more than can be inserted into the allocated linage, they are using up too 
much time on that particular question. Almost all of the students who used extra paper 
had already achieved maximum marks on that question. Any student who needs extra 
space may use that space allocated to other questions, as long as they indicate clearly 
on their paper that this is what they have done

•	 Students produced some very interesting answers to the questions posed. This indicated 
that they and their teachers had not only studied the topic but, importantly, had also 
linked them to their everyday life and that reflected in the society around them

•	 Maximum marks on the part (a) questions are easily gained by learning the Edexcel 
glossary definitions

•	 Only the student’s point of view is credited in part (b) questions. The easiest way to 
gain full marks is for students to concentrate on stating their opinion and writing two 
separate reasons for it, each in a distinct paragraph, and then to develop each of the 
reasons with an example or a quotation

•	 On part (c) questions, students may gain the higher mark within the level by writing 
coherently. Part (c) questions test AO1 and so either will ask for students to ‘Explain 
why’ or to ‘Explain how’

•	 This year, many of the part (d) questions this year produced interesting answers. 
However, in part (d)(i), students should ensure that they begin by stating their own view 
and their reasons for it. In part (d)(ii) students should state reasons why someone might 
hold a different view, rather than mixing the two halves.

•	 At least one of the reasons given in either (d)(i) or (d)(ii) must be explicitly Christian 
(which may be a quote from Mark's gospel or a reference to something in it), to go 
beyond achieving three marks.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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