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Introduction
This specification is now well-established, being the 4th year in which it has been examined. 

Centres should now be familiar with the layout and weighting of the paper. One new 
change this year has been the addition of four possible marks being awarded for Spelling, 
Punctuation and Spelling (SPaG). This is awarded in Section 1 (Q1 or Q2) only. 

Unit 16 is the unit which covers Mark’s Gospel. This unit is generally taken in combination 
with one of the Religion and Life papers or with either Christianity or Catholic Christianity. It 
is the only unit in the Edexcel Religious Studies 'suite' of papers which is a textually-based 
paper.
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Question 1(a),(b),(c),(d)
In general, Q1 as a whole was quite well-done. Most candidates were able to answer 1(a), 
1(b) and 1(d) without any difficulty. 1(c) did provide challenges for some candidates, who 
confused the sending out of the twelve Apostles with the call of the disciples and therefore 
they lost marks accordingly.

This is an example of a full-mark answer.
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This response should not need a full explanation of why it was 
awarded the marks it was given.
1(a) Fully correct answer
1(b) Two developed reasons were given
1(c) Two developed ways were given, leading it to level 4 and the 
higher of two marks awarded as it was a coherent answer
1(d)(i) Three valid reasons were given
1(d)(ii) Two reasons, with one of them developed, were given
SPaG There were virtually no errors, so it was awarded the 
maximum mark.

Examiner Comments

Be careful that you only 
answer the parts (a), (b), 
(c), (d) from one of the two 
questions on the page. If 
you take parts from both 
questions you could lose 
many marks.

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of a well-answered question, which could have been improved even 
more.

3
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1(a) This was a fully-correct answer.
1(b) This was one reason and one developed reason. The reason was that 
Peter should have been loyal. The developed reason was Peter said he would 
not deny Jesus which was developed by the addition of 'he did which was 
two-faced'. The 1st reason could have been improved by being developed 
by perhaps showing why Peter should have been loyal. This would have then 
gained an extra mark.
1(c) This gained only 4 marks out of 8. This was given for talking about not 
taking extra clothing or shoes. This was developed by the explanation that 
this was because Jesus did not want them held down by extra baggage. 
The candidate refers in the answer to the disciples leaving families, friends 
and jobs behind. This is not in the relevant passage about the sending out of 
the 12, but is about the call of the disciples. So this could not be credited.
 The candidate could have gained extra marks by including such things as 
being sent out in twos, being given authority to heal and cast out demons, or 
how to deal with rejection.
1(d)(i) Only two reasons were given and not developed. A third reason could 
have been that it was not fair to ask him to give up what he had worked 
hard for.
SPaG There were not a lot of mistakes and so it was given 3 marks

Examiner Comments
The easiest way to answer the 
(d) questions is to give three 
valid reasons in each part.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2(a),(b),(c),(d)
Q2 was less well-done than Q1 - especially in part (c).
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This question is a (rare) example of a good attempt at this question - losing 
only 2 marks in the (d) section.
2 (a) Those who had learnt and produced the glossary definition received the 
full 2 marks. Those that had not learnt it often had difficulty understanding 
the term - often attempting sociological explanations. Those who follow the 
teachings of Jesus is the correct glossary definition.
2 (b) Most candidates who attempted this question answered it well - and 
most gave developed reasons, as here.
2 (c) This section was difficult for many candidates. Most candidates failed to 
recognise that the passage was based on Mark 10:41-45. Those who did not 
realise this wrote generally and discursively, and gained few marks. Those 
who did realise, however, usually produced good answers. 
In this answer, there are three reasons given, with one developed, to reach 
level 4. The answer is coherent, so it gained the higher mark for level 4.
2 (d) In both parts, the candidate gave two reasons, therefore gaining 2 
marks. If another reason had been given, or one of the reasons developed, 
then a further mark would have been awarded. For instance in (d)(ii), had 
the candidate given a relevant quote from the Gospel after saying for you 
to go to heaven you must follow what Jesus said, then this would have 
developed the reason sufficiently to gain the extra mark for that part.
SPaG: There were virtually no errors, so it was awarded the maximum mark.

Examiner Comments

Developing reasons (often with a 
relevant quotation or reference to a 
relevant incident) will increase your 
marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3(a)
Q3 (a) was difficult for some candidates, who had obviously not learned the glossary 
definition.

The glossary definition required an 
acknowledgement that the Passion of 
Jesus was more than just Good Friday, so 
this answer only gained 1 mark as being 
partially-correct.

Examiner Comments

Learn the glossary definitions of 
the key words to be sure of gaining 
the full marks.

Examiner Tip

This is the glossary definition, slightly re-worded. It shows that 
the Passion is more than just the crucifixion. 2 marks awarded

Examiner Comments
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Question 3(b),(c),(d)
Section 2 Conflict and Argument was probably the weakest section this year.

Q3 (b) (c) (d) was the easiest of the two questions on this section although quite a few had 
difficulty with (c). Many saw Jesus' teaching about eating with 'unclean hands' as teaching 
on hygiene - failing to grasp what Jesus meant.
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3 (b) This answer provided one developed reason - that the sabbath was a day of rest. This was 
developed by reference to God resting on that day. 

The second reason given was invalid, since Jesus did not, on this occasion, forgive the man's 
sins. Therefore, this response gained 2 marks instead of 4. 
Another valid reason could have been that Jesus was deliberately antagonising the authorities.
3(c) Just one reason is given here - Jesus said that it was what comes from the inside that is 
sinful. Things which could have been added which would have improved this answer, including 
such points as that Jesus was challenging hypocrisy; challenging people's attitudes to tradition 
etc.
3(d)(i) Three valid reasons were given, leading to maximum marks.
3(d)(ii) Two valid reasons were given here. 
Other reasons could have been that Jesus had no authority to do what he did, or that what he 
did was bound to cause conflict.

Examiner Comments
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This is an example of a full-mark answer and particularly shows how marks could 
be gained on part (c) which here provided two developed reasons with a coherent 
answer which gained level 4 - 8 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4(a)
Those who had learnt the glossary definition had no difficulty with this question and many 
others were able to give at least an example of ritual cleanliness and gain one mark. Others, 
however, found it difficult.

This response was an example of ritual cleaning, rather than a 
definition. 

1 mark for a partially-correct answer.

Examiner Comments

This is the glossary definition and therefore gained 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4(b),(c),(d)
4 (b) was generally answered well but (c) (especially) and (d) were poorly-answered.

4 (c) was poorly done. This question is a specific bullet point in the specification and so 
must have been taught. Candidates seemed unable to make the leap from issues of sabbath 
observance to issues of community cohesion.

4 (d) often produced confusion between the paralysed man 2:1-12 (this question) and the 
man with the shrivelled (paralysed) hand (Q3 (b)). There were many answers that referred 
to Jesus healing on the Sabbath, which was not the case with the paralysed man.
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In the (c) questions, write each reason as a separate 
paragraph. It then shows your ideas clearly.

Examiner Tip
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4 (b) Just one valid developed reason was given. 

It would of made Jesus look bad - development – because the oil was expensive. The first part of 
the answer is not a valid reason.
4 (c) Two valid reasons were given.
•	 Many say you should not keep the Sabbath as a normal day

•	 Disagreement as people want to work but others say it is a day of rest.

Other reasons which could have been included might be that differences need to be discussed, 
bad laws need to be challenged etc. The answer is coherent, so the higher mark for level 2. 
4 (d)(i) Two reasons were given: 
•	 Jesus was accused of blasphemy

•	 Jesus was putting himself in danger. 

Other reasons could have been that he had no authority to do this; he knew it would cause 
conflict.
4 (d)(ii) Again, two reasons are given. 
•	 Jesus proved that he was the Messiah.

•	 He had the power to heal the sick. 

Another reason could have been that it reflected Jesus' teaching that we should care for others.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5(a)
The vast majority of candidates answering Q5(a) knew the identity of Judas Iscariot.

5 (a) Judas is identified clearly here. 

2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 5(b),(c),(d)
Those candidates attempting Q5 (b) (c) (d) generally answered it quite well, although for 
some, 5 (c) proved difficult because they confused the trial before Pilate with the trial before 
the Sanhedrin.  They wrote about the illegalities in that trial, the witnesses not agreeing etc.
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In the (c) questions, if you only tell the story that the 
question in based on you can only get a level 1:  2 
marks. Reasons must always be given to take it further.

Examiner Tip

5 (b) This was answered with two reasons - one developed. 

The first reason is that it was where transubstantiation first took place - developed by 
an explanation of what that means. 
The second reason is that Jesus says one of the disciples will betray him. This would 
have got an extra point if that second reason had been developed - probably by some 
reference to Judas in the Garden of Gethsemane.
5 (c) This gained 6 marks for three reasons given:
•	 Pilate was having difficulty convicting Jesus

•	 The crowd believing a murderer is more worthy of freedom than the Son of God

•	 The crowd who welcomed him now turning against him.

The paragraph about Barabbas is confused and in places inaccurate, and so gained 
nothing. The answer was coherent so gained the upper mark of level 3 - 6 marks
5 (d)(i) Two clear reasons were given - the third reason was, unfortunately, not 
completed.
5 (d)(ii) Three clear reasons were given - thus giving a maximum mark of 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6(a)
Most candidates attempting Q6 (a) had no difficulty in saying what the Last Supper was.

6 (a) There is no indication of this being the last meal or the 
origin of the Eucharist. One of these needs to be indicated for 
full marks. Therefore, this response is only partially-correct.

Examiner Comments

6 (a) This is a fully-correct answer.
2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 6(b),(c),(d)
Q6 (b) (c) (d) was generally well-answered, but candidates needed to beware of some 
areas, as this next script shows.
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6 (b) This was answered with two reasons, one of which was developed. 

The first reason was that it was necessary to fulfil the prophecy. This was developed 
by saying that Jesus suffered pain for all mankind. 
The second reason was that it led to the resurrection.
6 (c) Two valid reasons were given here, leading to level 2 being awarded and a 
mark of 4, as it was coherent. 
The reasons are that: 
•	 Judas betrayed Jesus for money

•	 Judas was helping to fulfil the prophecy. 

These two reasons could have been developed or two more reasons given such as 
that he was:
•	 taken over by Satan

•	 part of God's plan for Jesus.

6 (d) Unfortunately, the candidate has confused Gethsemane and Golgotha. Having 
done this for (d)(i), it automatically affects (d)(ii) as well.

Examiner Comments

(b) questions ask for two reasons. There is no 
point in giving more than two reasons. Only 
two will be credited and the higher marks 
will only be given for development of the two 
reasons - not for additional reasons.

Examiner Tip
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This is a full-mark answer which probably does not 
need any comment

Examiner Comments
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Question 7(a)
Q7(a) was difficult for many candidates. Candidates often tend to get the names given to 
Jesus confused, as in this case. Again, learning the glossary definitions is the best way of 
approaching the (a) questions. 

7(a) 'Son of man' and 'Son of God' are not interchangeable terms. 

0 marks

Examiner Comments

7 (a) The correct definition - a variation on the glossary 
wording. 
2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 7(b),(c),(d)
Q7(b)(c)(d) was reasonably well-attempted but there was a number of candidates in 7(b)
who talked about the transfiguration as a post-resurrection appearance.
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7 (b) This candidate gave two simple reasons: 

•	 it seems impossible that any human could experience such a change

•	 the disciples were just seeing things. 

These needed developing in order to gain the maximum 4 marks.
2 marks
7(c) Two reasons were given - leading to level 2 . The reasons were that Peter: 
•	 recognises who Jesus is

•	 became the first pope. 

4 marks
Other reasons that could have been given to increase the mark would have included 
references to Peter being given the:
•	 keys to the kingdom

•	 power of loosing and binding.

7 (d)(i) Two reasons given:
•	 It seems ridiculous for a man to be filled with demons

•	 The story does not make logical sense. 

Another reason was needed to take this to the maximum mark.
7(d)(ii) Three reasons were given, leading to maximum marks being awarded.

Examiner Comments

(b) questions. The question only asks for what you 
think. You should not give two sides to an argument 
(unlike in the (d) questions) unless you cannot make 
up your mind and can argue your point of view from 
both sides. But both reasons must be your point of 
view - not those of someone else.

Examiner Tip
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This is a full-mark answer to show how maximum marks can be 
achieved.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8(a)
Q8 (a) was answered correctly by the majority of candidates who attempted it. However, 
there were some who answered it incorrectly or only partially correctly. Again, learning the 
glossary definition of these 'key words' will ensure that candidates gain the full marks.

Two examples are given here - one a partially-correct answer and the other, fully-correct.

There is no indication given here that John the Baptist baptised 
Jesus - only that he baptised people. So only partially-correct.

Examiner Comments

The glossary definition, so a fully-correct answer.
Examiner Comments
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Question 8(b),(c),(d)
Q8 (b) (c) (d) Generally, this question was quite well-done by those who attempted it.

8 (b) led to comments about the fact that Jesus said that Jairus' daughter was sleeping, so 
was this, in fact ,a miracle? Also many candidates raised the question about why, if Jesus 
raised Jairus' daughter, he doesn't raise other people from the dead? A few candidates 
misunderstood the question and thought that it was about child-rearing.

8 (c) Most candidates knew the story and were able to comment on it. Some, however, 
confused it with walking on the water. Some pointed to possible allegorical interpretations of 
the story.

8 (d) Candidates could generally answer this question well, managing to find two or three 
reasons on each side of the argument.
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This is a full-mark answer, to 
show how maximum marks can 
be achieved.

Examiner Comments

Q8 (b) is answered with two developed reasons.
4 marks
Q8 (c) is answered with two developed reasons thus 
gaining level 4. It is a coherent answer so gains the 
higher mark in level 4.
8 marks
Q 8 (d) is answered by three reasons on both sides of 
the argument gaining 3 marks each for parts (i) and 
(ii). 6 marks

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

Teachers and candidates should note these general points in order to improve candidates' 
achievement in future years: 
•	 There is a choice of two questions per section: each of these has four sub-questions. 

Candidates may either attempt the sub-questions in the top question (odd numbers) 
or the sub-questions in the bottom question (even numbered). Candidates who choose 
questions from a mixture of the top and bottom questions will not receive marks for all 
of their responses and will be at a clear disadvantage.

•	 Candidates are asked to indicate which question they have answered by putting a cross 
in a box at the top of the paper. Some candidates did not do this and they should be 
reminded to do so as part of examination preparation.

•	 The amount of lines given on the examination paper is more-than-adequate for 
candidates to achieve maximum marks. There is no need for candidates to write more 
than this. If candidates write more than can be inserted into the allocated linage, then 
they are using up too much time on that particular question. Almost all of the candidates 
who used extra paper had already achieved maximum marks on that question. Any 
candidate who needs extra space can use the space allocated to other questions, as long 
as they indicate clearly on their paper that this is what they have done.

•	 Candidates produced some very interesting answers to the questions posed. This 
indicated that they and their teachers had not only studied the topic but, importantly, 
had linked them to their everyday life and that reflected in the society around them.

•	 Maximum marks on the part (a) questions are easily gained by learning the Edexcel 
glossary definitions. 

•	 Only the candidate’s point of view is credited in part (b) questions. The easiest way to 
gain full marks is for candidates to concentrate on stating their opinion and writing two 
separate reasons for it, each in a distinct paragraph, and then to develop each of the 
reasons with an example or a quote. 

•	 Candidates can gain the higher mark within the level, on part (c) questions, by writing 
coherently. Part (c) questions test AO1 and so will either ask for candidates to ‘Explain 
why’ or to ‘Explain how’. 

•	 Many of the part (d) questions this year produced interesting answers. However, 
candidates should ensure that they start by stating their own view and reasons for it in 
part (d)(i) and then state reasons why someone might hold a different view in part (d)
(ii), rather than mixing the two halves.  At least one of the reasons given in either (d)
(i) or (d)(ii) must be explicitly Christian (which can be a quote from Mark's gospel or a 
reference to something in it), to go beyond three marks. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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