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General Marking Guidance
•

All candidates must receive the same treatment. Examiners
must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they
mark the last.

•

Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must
be rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather
than penalised for omissions.

•

Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not
according to their perception of where the grade boundaries
may lie.

•

There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark
scheme should be used appropriately.

•

All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be
awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if
deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme.
Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if the
candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according to the
mark scheme.

•

Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and
exemplification may be limited.

•

When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the
mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must
be consulted.

•

Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate
has replaced it with an alternative response.

•

Mark schemes will indicate within the table where, and which
strands of QWC, are being assessed. The strands are as
follows:
i) Ensure that text is legible and that spelling, punctuation and
grammar are accurate so that meaning is clear
ii) Select and use a form and style of writing appropriate to
purpose and to complex subject matter
iii) Organise information clearly and coherently, using specialist
vocabulary when appropriate.

Unit 14: Sikhism
Question
Number
1 (a)
AO1

Correct Answer
•
•
•

The Eternal One
(God)
The Eternal Spirit
God

Any alternative
wording of the above
points is acceptable.
(2)
Question
Number
1 (b)
AO2

Partially Correct Answer
•

Spirit

Any alternative
wording of the above
points is acceptable.
(1)

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a different
key word

2

(0)

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think that God is the Teacher are likely to use such
evidence as:
• the Mool Mantar speaks of God as the Teacher
• Sikhs believe that God is the Inner Tutor
• God is the ultimate source of true knowledge

4

Answers which do not think that God is the Teacher are likely to use
such evidence as:
• Knowledge comes only from humans
• God sends human messengers to teach other humans
• God does not directly talk to people
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg Sikhs believe that God is the Inner Tutor)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg Sikhs believe that God is the Inner
Tutor and is the source of a person’s conscience)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question
Number
1 (c)
AO1

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Indicative content
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer
(strands i, ii and iii)
The main reasons include:
• all the Gurus preached against the caste system
• the Khalsa was formed to destroy the caste system
• the Guru Granth Sahib teaches that caste is a human invention
• the caste system leads to injustice
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review.
Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have
some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both
clarity and organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling
errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are
likely to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation.
Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or
spelling errors are likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning.

Question
Number
1 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• as social beings helping others is part of human nature
• helping others makes it easier to achieve mukti
• the Gurus taught that it is important to help others

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• it is possible to achieve mukti without helping others
• some people do not have the opportunity to help others
• life is about satisfying desires
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must
be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Sikhism in either (i) or (ii) cannot
go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason

Question
Number
2 (a)
AO1

Correct Answer
•
•
•
•

the Guru’s
guidance
the way of the
Guru
the wisdom of the
Guru
the
understanding of
the Guru

Partially Correct Answer
•

Sikhism

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a different
key word

2

(0)
Any alternative
wording of the above
points is acceptable.
(1)

Any alternative
wording of the above
points is acceptable.
(2)
Question
Number
2 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think that people are reborn are likely to use such
evidence as:
• It is the teaching of the Guru Granth Sahib
• It is the teaching of the dharmic religions
• evidence of past lives

4

Answers which do not think that people are reborn are likely to use
such evidence as:
• the teachings of the Abrahamic religions
• evidence for past lives has been fabricated
• there is little evidence for life after death
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg It is the teaching of the Guru Granth Sahib)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg It is the teaching of the Guru
Granth Sahib, which says there are 8.4 million life forms)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question
Number
2 (c)
AO1

Level

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Indicative content
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer
(strands i, ii and iii)
The main reasons include:
• it follows the example of the Gurus
• the teaching of the Gurus is opposed to the caste system
• it follows the teaching of the Guru Granth Sahib about gender
equality
• it leads to good karma
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review.
Mar
Descriptor
k
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are
likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning.

Question
Number
2 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• it is the teaching of the Guru Granth Sahib
• the world must have come from somewhere
• God is the only being powerful enough to create the
world

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• there is no evidence that God created the world
• evil and suffering show that God did not create the world
• scientific explanations are more convincing
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must
be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Sikhism in either (i) or (ii) cannot
go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason

Question
Number
3 (a)
AO1

Correct Answer
• the first five initiated
into the Khalsa
• those who perform
the amrit ceremony
today
• five beloved ones
• the first five named,
Daya Singh, Dharma
Singh, Himmet
Singh, Mokham
Singh, Sahib Singh
Any alternative
wording of the above
point is acceptable.
(2)

Partially Correct Answer
• faithful Sikhs
• fewer than five
named

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a different
key word

2

(0)
Any alternative
wording of the above
point is acceptable.
(1)

Question
Number
3 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think that every Sikh community needs a gurdwara
are likely to use such evidence as:
• the importance of the gurdwara for worship
• the social role of the gurdwara in the local community
• it is where the Guru Granth Sahib is kept

4

Answers which do not think that every Sikh community needs a
gurdwara are likely to use such evidence as:
• the importance of private devotion
• other forms of local organisations fulfil social functions for Sikhs
• there are Sikh communities which do not have a gurdwara
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be
sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg the importance of private devotion)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg the importance of private devotion,
for example, daily prayers said in the home)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question
Number
3 (c)
AO1

Level

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Indicative content
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer
(strands i, ii and iii)
The main reasons include:
• model community demonstrating the householder-saint ideal
• model community demonstrating human equality
• where Guru Nanak began Sikhism
• place where Guru Nanak appointed Bhai Lehna as his successor
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review.
Mar
Descriptor
k
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• Giving a brief reason
• Not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are
likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning.

Question
Number
3 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• it is the only journey that he recorded himself
• it established the principle of the saint-soldier
• the Japji was written in response to the visit

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• all the journeys were equally important
• the journey to Makkah was more important
• it is the least important as Sikhs have little to do with Buddhists
today
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Sikhism in either (i) or (ii) cannot go
beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason

Question
Number
4 (a)
AO1

Correct Answer
• person looking after
Guru Granth Sahib
during services
• a person who reads
the Guru Granth
Sahib in public
• a priest
• a person who looks
after the gurdwara

Any alternative
wording of the above
points is acceptable.
(2)

Partially Correct Answer
•

Sikh holy man

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a different
key word

2

(0)
Any alternative
wording of the above
points is acceptable.
(1)

Question
Number
4 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think the Ten Gurus are important for Sikhs today
are likely to use such evidence as:
• they are human role models
• people joining the Khalsa are following the example of Guru
Gobind Singh
• they show different qualities of the Sikh way of life

4

Answers which do not think the Ten Gurus are important for Sikhs
today are likely to use such evidence as:
• the Gurus lived hundreds of years ago
• the Khalsa and the Guru Granth Sahib are the Guru today
• Sikhs need contemporary role models
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be
sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg the Khalsa and the Guru Granth Sahib are
the Guru today)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg the Khalsa and the Guru Granth
Sahib are the Guru today, which is why Guru Gobind Singh
obeyed the five beloved ones at the Battle of Chamkaur)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question
Number
4 (c)
AO1

Level

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Indicative content
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer
(strands i, ii and iii)
The main reasons include:
• there is a diwan where Sikhs worship
• there is a throne in the diwan where the Guru Granth Sahib holds court
• there is a room for langar which expresses service to others
• there is a Nishan Sahib to show the presence of the Guru
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review.
Mar
Descriptor
k
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are
likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning.

Question
Number
4 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• Guru Gobind Singh joined the Khalsa and all Sikhs should
follow his example
• all Sikhs have to believe in the Khalsa
• only members of the Khalsa are living the Sikh lifestyle

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• one can achieve mukti without joining the Khalsa
• there are Sikhs who could not join the Khalsa
• some members of the Khalsa may be hypocrites
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must
be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Sikhism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• A simple reason
2 marks for
• A developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason

Question
Number
5 (a)
AO1

Correct Answer

Partially Correct Answer

•

•

anniversaries of a
named Guru’s birth
or death

Any alternative
wording of the above
point is acceptable.
(2)

Question
Number
5 (b)
AO2

•
•

days associated with
a Guru
an anniversary
parties

Reject

Mark

• answers
which define
a different
key word

2

(0)

Any alternative
wording of the above
point is acceptable.
(1)

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think that the akhand path is important for Sikhs are
important are likely to use such reasons as:
• it reaffirms the importance of the Guru Granth Sahib
• it brings the community together for a religious purpose
• it is good to hear the praises of God

4

Answers which do not think that the akhand path is important are likely
to use such reasons as:
• it means nothing unless you understand what is being said
• no one can stay alert for the whole event
• it is more important to follow the teachings
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg. no one can stay alert for the whole
event)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg. no one can stay alert for the
whole event because it lasts for at least two days)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question
Number
5 (c)
AO1

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Indicative content
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer
(strands i, ii and iii)
The main reasons include:
• they celebrate important events in the Sikh calender
• they are traditional celebrations in the Punjab
• they allow gatherings of the Sikh community
• they are attended by non-Sikhs
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review.
Mark
Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have
some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both
clarity and organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling
errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of
skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There
are likely to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation.
Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective extended
writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or
spelling errors are likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing
in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or
spelling errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning.

Question
Number
5 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• the Guru Granth Sahib is found in the gurdwara
• service can be performed in the gurdwara
• people can be inspired by the example of others in the gurdwara

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• Sikhs can use prayer books at home
• hymns, preaching and discussion are available through the
media
• service to others should not be restricted to the gurdwara
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be
sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Sikhism in either (i) or (ii) cannot
go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason

Question
Number
6 (a)
A01

Correct Answer
•

•

Sikh New Year
festival (celebrating
the founding of the
Khalsa)
celebration of the
founding of the
Khalsa

Any alternative
wording of the above
points is acceptable.
(2)

Partially Correct Answer
• Sikh festival
• Festival
• party

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a different
key word

2

(0)

Any alternative
wording of the above
points is acceptable.
(1)

Question
Number
6 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think that gurpurbs are important for Sikhs are
likely to use such evidence as:
• they are days that mark important events in the lives of the
Gurus
• they bring the community together
• they provide an opportunity for worship

4

Answers which do not think that gurpurbs are important for Sikhs
are likely to use such evidence as:
• people often do not know why a particular gurpurb is being
celebrated
• the lives of the Gurus are no longer relevant
• the form of celebration today does not truly reflect the lives of
the Gurus
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be
sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason
(eg. they are days that mark important
events in the lives of the Gurus)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason(eg. they are days that mark important
events in the lives of the Gurus, for example, the birth of Guru
Nanak)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question
Number
6 (c)
AO1

Level

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Indicative content
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer
(strands i, ii and iii)
The main reasons include:
• it brings the community together for a religious purpose
• it marks important occasions
• it is good to hear the praises of God
• it teaches Sikhs about God
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review.
Mar
Descriptor
k
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are
likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning.

Question
Number
6 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• it was established by a Guru
• it emphasises equality
• it brings people together for a religious purpose

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• prayer is more important than eating
• giving praise is more important than eating
• other forms of service are equally important
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be
sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Sikhism in either (i) or (ii) cannot
go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason

Question
Number
7 (a)
AO1

Correct Answer
• breach of the code of
conduct
• going against Sikh
rules

Any alternative
wording of the above
point is acceptable.
(2)
Question
Number
7 (b)
AO2

Partially Correct Answer
• sin
• being manmukh

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a different
key word

2

Any alternative
wording of the above
points is acceptable.
(1)

(0)

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think that the panj kakke are important for Sikhs
are likely to use such evidence as:
• they are part of the Sikh identity
• they are part of the discipline of the Khalsa
• they contain useful tools

4

Answers which do not think that the panj kakke are important for
Sikhs are likely to use such evidence as:
• one can receive mukti without them
• not all Sikhs are members of the Khalsa
• the panj kakke are not useful tools
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be
sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg. they are part of the Sikh identity)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
or one developed reason (eg. they are part of the Sikh identity, for
example, all Sikhs wear a kara)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons

3 marks
4 marks

Question
Number
7 (c)
AO1

Level

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Indicative content
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer
(strands i, ii and iii)
The main reasons include:
• the example of the Gurus against sexual discrimination
• the teachings of the Guru Granth Sahib against racial discrimination
• the teachings of the Gurus against religious discrimination
• it helps to create good karma
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review.
Mar
Descriptor
k
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are
likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning.

Question
Number
7 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• following a code of conduct trains you in good habits
• members of the Khalsa have promised to follow it
• the code of conduct has been created by the Gurus

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• one can receive mukti without it
• the code of conduct is out of date
• it is more important to follow the teachings of the Guru
Granth Sahib
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be
sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Sikhism in either (i) or (ii) cannot
go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason

Question
Number
8 (a)
AO1

Correct Answer
• sharing
• helping the needy
Any alternative
wording of the above
points is acceptable.
(2)

Question
Number
8 (b)
AO2

Partially Correct Answer
• helping
• an example of eg
charity

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a different
key word

2

(0)
Any alternative
wording of the above
point is acceptable.
(1)

Answer
Indicative content
Answers which think that the Nishan Sahib is important are likely to
use such evidence as:
• it informs people that the Guru Granth Sahib is present
• it is the national flag
• identifies a gurdwara for the community
Answers which do not think that the Nishan Sahib is important are
likely to use such evidence as:
• it is only a flag
• not everyone understands the symbolism of the design
• it is only important for Sikhs
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be
sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg. identifies a gurdwara for the community)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg. identifies a gurdwara for the
community because it displays the key Sikh symbols)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Mark
4

Question
Number
8 (c)
AO1

Level

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Indicative content
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this answer
(strands i, ii and iii)
The main reasons include:
• they introduce children into the Sikh way of life
• they provide a name for a Sikh child
• it is the first rite of passage a Sikh goes through
• it introduces a child to the Guru Granth Sahib
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the levels. If
you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review.
Mar
Descriptor
k
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to produce
effective writing will not normally be present. The writing may have some
coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but lack both clarity and
organisation. High incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited command
of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The range of skills
needed to produce effective writing is likely to be limited. There are likely
to be passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of English
and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will demonstrate
most of the skills needed to produce effective extended writing but there
will be lapses in organisation. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors are
likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or two reasons one of which is fully developed
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and correct
style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary where
appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing extended writing in
place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling
errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning.

Question
Number
8 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• the same rules should apply to everyone
• the kirpan could be used as an offensive weapon
• in a mainly secular society there should not be special rules
for religions

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• school rules should reflect the changes in society
• school rules should promote multi-culturalism
• school rules should respect Sikh beliefs and practices
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be
sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Sikhism in either (i) or (ii) cannot
go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two reasons with one developed
• or a fully developed reason
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