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General Marking Guidance

• All candidates must receive the same treatment. Examiners must
mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the
last.
• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be
rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised
for omissions.
• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according
to their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie.
• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme
should be used appropriately.
• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded.
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the
answer matches the mark scheme.
Examiners should also be
prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not
worthy of credit according to the mark scheme.
• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the
principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be
limited.
• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark
scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted.
• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has
replaced it with an alternative response.
Although the assessment objectives are weighted separately, they
are inter-related.
AO1 requires informed insight and awareness of differing
viewpoints, and AO2 requires knowledge and understanding of the
specification content.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Marking Guidance

• The spelling, punctuation and grammar assessment criteria are
common to GCSE English Literature, GCSE History, GCSE Geography
and GCSE Religious Studies.
• All candidates, whichever subject they are being assessed on, must
receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark the first candidate
in exactly the same way as they mark the last.
• Spelling, punctuation and grammar marking criteria should be applied
positively. Candidates must be rewarded for what they have
demonstrated rather than penalised for errors.
• Examiners should mark according to the marking criteria. All marks on
the marking criteria should be used appropriately.
• All the marks on the marking criteria are designed to be awarded.
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the
answer matches the marking criteria.
• Examiners should be prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s
response is not worthy of credit according to the marking criteria.
• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the marking
criteria to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted.
• Crossed out work should be marked unless the candidate has replaced
it with an alternative response.
• Handwriting may make it difficult to see if spelling, punctuation and
grammar are correct. Examiners must make every effort to assess
spelling, punctuation and grammar fairly and if they genuinely cannot
make an assessment, the team leader must be consulted.
• Specialist terms do not always require the use of complex terminology
but the vocabulary used should appropriate to the subject and the
question.
• Work by candidates with an amanuensis, scribe or typed script should
be assessed for spelling, punctuation and grammar.
• Examiners are advised to consider the marking criteria in the following
way:
o How well does the response communicate the meaning?
o What range of specialist terms is used?
o How accurate is the spelling, punctuation and grammar?

Unit 13
Question Correct Answer
Number
1 (a)
• the guna of
AO1
goodness
• the quality of
goodness
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.
(2)
Question
Number
1 (b)
AO2

Partially Correct
Answer
• goodness
• one of the gunas
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)
(1)

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which believe it is important to get good karma are
likely to use such evidence as:
• it will ensure a favourable reincarnation
• it is a primary aim in life

4

Answers which do not believe it is important to get good karma
are likely to use such evidence as:
• Karma is meaningless if you don’t believe in reincarnation
• it is not as important as loving God
• there is no evidence that it makes any difference
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must
be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
•
one brief reason (eg it will ensure a favourable
reincarnation)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg it will ensure a favourable
reincarnation in which you are more likely to understand
the truth)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons

4 marks
Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
1 (c)
The main reasons include:
AO1
• he is an avatar of Vishnu
• his teachings give guidance to Hindus
• he is an exemplary figure
• his mythology has popular appeal

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.

3-4

5-6

7-8

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent
organisation and planning.

Question
Number
1 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• this was the principle taught by Shankara
• the principle is suggested in some Upanishads
• recognising the divine presence in others is important
for many Hindus

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• some Hindus believe in a form of dualism
• some Hindus strive towards co-union with God, not
identify absorbtion
• some sacred texts suggest that this is not the case
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Hinduism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question 1
(a, b, c, d)

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
0
marks

Threshold
performance

Level
1

1 mark

Intermediate Level
performance 2

2-3
marks

High
performance

4
marks

Level
3

Errors severely hinder the meaning of the
response or candidates do not spell, punctuate
or use the rules of grammar within the context
of the demands of the question.
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of
grammar with reasonable accuracy in the
context of the demands of the question. Any
errors do not hinder meaning in the response.
Where required, they use a limited range of
specialist terms appropriately.
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of
grammar with considerable accuracy and
general control of meaning in the context of the
demands of the question. Where required, they
use a good range of specialist terms with
facility.
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of
grammar with consistent accuracy and effective
control of meaning in the context of the
demands of the question. Where required, they
use a wide range of specialist terms adeptly
and with precision.

Question
Number
2 (a)
AO1

Correct Answer

Partially Correct
Answer

• the real self
• the soul
• a person’s spirit
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

• part of a human
being

(2)

Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)
(1)

Question
Number
2 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think that the story of Ganesha is important
are likely to use such evidence as:
• it shows the importance of maternal love
• it shows the importance of resisting evil
• it shows that gods like Ganesha are accessible to
worshippers

4

Answers which do not think that the story of Ganesha is
important are likey to use such evidence as:
• Ganesha is an entirely fictional character
• no ordinary human can relate to the fortunes of a boy
with an elephant’s head
• it teaches nothing which is not already taught
elsewhere
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg it shows the importance of
maternal love)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg it shows the importance
of maternal love because his mother insisted that his
life should be saved)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
2 (c)
The main reasons include:
AO1
• they help Hindus understand their own personalities
• they explain why people have different characteristics
• they help Hindus to know how to behave better
• acquiring sattva helps a person to attain moksha
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Level
Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
Level 1 1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
Level 2 3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
Level 3 5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
Level 4 7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent

organisation and planning.
Question
Number
2 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• Om is a symbolic representation of Brahman
• use of this symbol goes beyond the limitations of
language
• the sound is synonymous with the being of everything
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Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• it is part of language and therefore limited
• it only says as much as each individual can understand
• no symbol can say everything
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Hinduism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question 1
(a, b, c, d)

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
0
marks

Threshold
performance

Level
1

1 mark

Intermediate Level
performance 2

2-3
marks

High
performance

4
marks

Level
3

Errors severely hinder the meaning of the
response or candidates do not spell, punctuate
or use the rules of grammar within the context
of the demands of the question.
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of
grammar with reasonable accuracy in the
context of the demands of the question. Any
errors do not hinder meaning in the response.
Where required, they use a limited range of
specialist terms appropriately.
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of
grammar with considerable accuracy and
general control of meaning in the context of the
demands of the question. Where required, they
use a good range of specialist terms with
facility.
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of
grammar with consistent accuracy and effective
control of meaning in the context of the
demands of the question. Where required, they
use a wide range of specialist terms adeptly
and with precision.

Question Correct Answer
Number
3 (a)
• the most ancient of
AO1
the Hindu scriptures
(knowledge)
• the revealed truth
• the names of the
four Vedas
Any alternative
wording of the above
point is acceptable.
(2)

Partially Correct
Answer
• Hindu scriptures
• a shruti text

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

(1)

Question
Number
3 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think shruti texts are more important than
smriti texts are likely to use such evidence as:
• they are divinely revealed truths
• they deal with important eternal questions
• they are the most ancient of Hindu sacred texts

4

Answers which think that shruti texts are not more important
than smriti texts are likely to use such evidence as:
• they are not always as accessible as smriti texts
• they do not deal directly with how to live in the
modern world
• some smriti texts are central to the religious lives of
some Hindus
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg they are divinely revealed truths)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg they are divinely
revealed truths which show the way to moksha)
2 marks
For a personal response with
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
3 (c)
The main reasons include:
AO1
• it may be the means through which they undertake worship
• it may provide a sense of belonging and identity
• it may propose a philosophical/religious standpoint with which
people agree
• it may work in the community
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Level
Level 1

Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The
writing may have some coherence and will be generally
comprehensible, but lack both clarity and organisation. High
incidence of syntactical and/or spelling errors.

Level 2

3-4

Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.

Level 3

5-6

A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.

Level 4

7-8

A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing

extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity.
Very few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found.
Excellent organisation and planning.

Question
Number
3 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• people can now readily access the knowledge
traditionally held by swamis
• their training relates to a way of life which has now
gone
• their role has been subsumed by modern teachers and
counsellors

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• the teachings which they convey are valuable in any
age
• their personal discipline is still an example to Hindus
• modern people need guidance just as much as the
ancients
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Hinduism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question Correct Answer
Number
4 (a)
• the Laws of Manu
AO1
• a collection of
Hindu personal and
social laws
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

Question
Number
4 (b)
AO2

(2)

Partially Correct
Answer
• sacred texts
• Hindu texts

Any alternative
wording of the
above point is
acceptable.

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)

(1)

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which believe it is important to follow a guru are
likely to use such evidence as:
• they are important exemplars
• they provide spiritual guidance
• they are important authority figures

4

Answers which believe it is not important to follow a guru are
likely to use such evidence as:
• all the knowledge they hold is now available from
other sources
• they are no more likely to be wise or insightful
• people should find things out for themselves
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg they provide spiritual guidance)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg they provide spiritual
guidance which helps people live better lives)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons

4 marks
Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
4 (c)
The main features are likely to be:
AO1
• it helps some Hindus to understand their role in life
• it highlights the role of the brahmin
• it gives guidance on worldly duties
• it clarifies behaviour in terms of age and status

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing

extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity.
Very few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found.
Excellent organisation and planning.

Question
Number
4 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• it is not sanctioned by sacred texts
• it is a cultural construct
• many Hindu groups do not recognise it anyway

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• it is an inevitable result of the concept of karma
• it dictates the behaviour of many Hindus
• it is a development of the principle of varna
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Hinduism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question Correct Answer
Number
5 (a)
• the nine nights
AO1
festival (before
Dussehra)
• a festival
celebrating Shakti
Any alternative
wording of the
above point is
acceptable.

(2)

Partially Correct
Answer
• a Hindu festival
Any alternative
wording of the
above point is
acceptable.

(1)

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)

Question
Number
5 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think offerings are important in Hindu worship
are likely to use such evidence as:
• offerings allow worshippers to express meaning
beyond language
• offerings help the worshipper to focus
• offerings are themselves a form of prayer

4

Answers which think offerings are not important in Hindu
worship are likely to use such evidence as:
• worship does not necessarily require any offerings
• they could actually be a distraction from true worship
• they only represent a starting point in worship,
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg offerings help the worshipper to
focus)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg offerings help the
worshipper to focus which makes worship more
effective)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
5 (c)
The main reasons include:
AO1
• it is one of the most sacred sites of Hindu pilgrimage
• it is on the banks of a tributary of the holy river Ganges
• it is said to be the birth place of Rama
• it is an important site for Vaishnavite worship

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity.

Very few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found.
Excellent organisation and planning.

Question
Number
5 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• worship can be done anywhere
• it is not a traditional expectation
• temples can be distracting places to worship in

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• temples are sacred sites
• it is easier to concentrate when in a temple
• there is a community of devotion in a temple
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Hinduism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question Correct Answer
Number
6 (a)
• the ceremonies
AO1
connected with
worship
• Hindu ritual
Any alternative
wording of the
above point is
acceptable.

Question
Number
6 (b)
AO2

Partially Correct
Answer
• worship
• praying
• arti
Any alternative
wording of the
above point is
acceptable.
(2)

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)
(1)

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think Holi is important for all Hindus are likely
to use such evidence as:
• it removes barriers of prejudice
• it brings communities and families together
• it celebrates God’s creation

4

Answers which think Holi is not important for all Hindus are
likely to use such evidence as:
• it is purely an opportunity for fun
• other festivals are of greater importance for some
people
• some Hindus see no value in celebrating festivals
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg it is purely an opportunity for fun)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg it is purely an opportunity
for fun; people throw paint, they don’t pray)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons

4 marks
Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
6 (c)
The main features include:
AO1
• steps to the entrance which lead to a spiritual realm
• a bell to alert the gods to the worshippers’ presence
• a place containing murtis which represent the deities
• a path for walking on when people meditate

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the features shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the fature.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the features is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the features is shown
typically by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the features is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing

extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity.
Very few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found.
Excellent organisation and planning.

Question
Number
6 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• all water comes from the goddess Ganga
• water is essential for life
• all water is purifying

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• the Ganges is more sacred than any other river
• no rivers are sacred
• only rivers in India are sacred
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Hinduism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question Correct Answer
Number
7 (a)
• the first stage of
AO1
life
• student stage
• the first ashrama
Any alternative
wording of the
above point is
acceptable.
(2)

Partially Correct
Answer
• an ashrama
• a stage of life
Any alternative
wording of the
above point is
acceptable.

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)
(1)

Question
Number
7 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think the sannyasa ashrama is relevant to
modern Hindus are likely to use such evidence as:
• total devotion is needed to gain liberation
• people still need to fulfil their ashrama dharma
• sannyasins are still required to guide others

4

Answers which do not think the sannyasa ashrama is
relevant to modern Hindus are likely to use such evidence
as:
• it is not practical to live as an ascetic today
• there are other sources of guidance
• modern life encourages people to stay with their
families
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg it gets you good karma)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg you can get good karma
which will help you to get a better rebirth and move
towards moksha)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
7 (c)
The main ways include:
AO1
• it provides a focus of identity
• it provides a place to worship
• it has an important role in community education
• it is the place to celebrate festivals

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a way
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief ways
• or a developed way
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief ways
• or a fully developed way
• or two ways with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief ways
• or two developed ways
• or three ways with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one way only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correctm style of English with a correct use of specialist
vocabulary where appropriate. The skills needed to produce
convincing extended writing in place. Good organisation and
clarity. Very few syntactical and/or spelling

errors may be found. Excellent organisation and planning.
Question
Number
7 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• anyone can do good actions and gain merit
• it makes actions puroseful
• it is the way to liberation favoured by many great
Hindus

3

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• the teachings of Krishna suggest that bhakti yoga is
more efficacious
• each individual has to decide which form of yoga is
most useful for themselves
• it could tie one to the cycle of samsara
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Hinduism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

3

Question Correct Answer
Number
8 (a)
• stages of life
AO1
• list of the four
stages

Partially Correct
Answer
• two or three of
the stages named
Any alternative
wording of the
above point is
acceptable.

Any alternative
wording of the
above point is
acceptable.

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)
(1)

(2)

Question
Number
8 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think Hindu death rituals should be followed
in the modern world are likely to use such evidence as:
• they are traditional
• they provide a rite of transition
• they are widely accepted

4

Answers which do not think Hindu death rituals should be
followed in the modern world are likely to use such evidence
as:
• they are not practical
• other practices are more effective
• they are too time consuming
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg they are not practical)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg they are not practical,
British laws forbid open air cremation)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:

•

two developed reasons
4 marks

Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
8 (c)
The main ways include:
AO1
• it may make a person a vegetarian
• it might affect a person’s occupation
• it may affect a person’s political affiliations
• it may affect a person’s leisure pursuits
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Level
Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
Level 1 1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a way
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
Level 2 3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief ways
• or a developed way
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
Level 3 5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief ways
• or a fully developed way
• or two ways with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
Level 4 7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief ways
• or two developed ways
• or three ways with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one way only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very

few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent
organisation and planning.
Question
Number
8 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• it will gain them good karma
• there is great need in the UK
• it encourages the practice of ahimsa

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• there is greater need elsewhere
• suffering should be accepted as part of life
• seeking moksha for yourself is the main aim of life
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Hinduism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
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