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General Marking Guidance
• All candidates must receive the same treatment. Examiners must
mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the
last.
• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be
rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised
for omissions.
• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according
to their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie.
• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme
should be used appropriately.
• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded.
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the
answer matches the mark scheme.
Examiners should also be
prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not
worthy of credit according to the mark scheme.
• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the
principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be
limited.
• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark
scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted.
• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has
replaced it with an alternative response.
Although the assessment objectives are weighted separately, they
are inter-related.
AO1 requires informed insight and awareness of differing
viewpoints, and AO2 requires knowledge and understanding of the
specification content.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Marking Guidance
• The spelling, punctuation and grammar assessment criteria are
common to GCSE English Literature, GCSE History, GCSE Geography
and GCSE Religious Studies.
• All candidates, whichever subject they are being assessed on, must
receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark the first candidate
in exactly the same way as they mark the last.
• Spelling, punctuation and grammar marking criteria should be applied
positively. Candidates must be rewarded for what they have
demonstrated rather than penalised for errors.
• Examiners should mark according to the marking criteria. All marks on
the marking criteria should be used appropriately.
• All the marks on the marking criteria are designed to be awarded.
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the
answer matches the marking criteria.
• Examiners should be prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s
response is not worthy of credit according to the marking criteria.
• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the marking
criteria to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted.
• Crossed out work should be marked unless the candidate has replaced
it with an alternative response.
• Handwriting may make it difficult to see if spelling, punctuation and
grammar are correct. Examiners must make every effort to assess
spelling, punctuation and grammar fairly and if they genuinely cannot
make an assessment, the team leader must be consulted.
• Specialist terms do not always require the use of complex terminology
but the vocabulary used should appropriate to the subject and the
question.
• Work by candidates with an amanuensis, scribe or typed script should
be assessed for spelling, punctuation and grammar.
• Examiners are advised to consider the marking criteria in the following
way:
o How well does the response communicate the meaning?
o What range of specialist terms is used?
o How accurate is the spelling, punctuation and grammar?

Unit 12
Question Correct Answer
Number
1 (a)
• an agreement
AO1
between two
parties
• an agreement
between the
Almighty and
the Jewish
people
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

(2)

Partially Correct
Answer
• an agreement
• an
arrangement
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a different
key word

2

(0)

(1)

Question
Number
1 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think that the Ten Commandments show the
nature of the Almighty are likely to use such evidence as:
• they refer to holiness
• they refer to his jealous nature
• they show their need to worship him

4

Answers which do not think that the Ten Commandments
show the nature of the Almighty are likely to use such
evidence as:
• they are mainly just a set of rules
• nothing can reveal the nature of the Almighty
• they are too limited to reflect the nature of the
Almighty
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg they are mainly just a set of
rules)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg they are mainly just a set
of rules which is what most people remember, for
example, thou shalt not kill.)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
1 (c)
The main reasons include:
AO1
• they do not accept other claims that the Messiah has come
• it is written in the Torah
• it is a traditional belief
• the Messiah will not come until the conditions are right

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.

Level 4

7-8

A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few
syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent
organisation and planning.

Question
Number
1 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• the Torah is the word of the Almighty so cannot be out
of date
• the teachings still can apply in the present day
• Orthodox Jewish people still manage to follow it

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• it was written a long time ago
• lots of passages refer to things which no longer exist
• it does not address modern day issues
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Judaism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question 1
(a, b, c, d)

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
0
marks

Threshold
performance

Level
1

1 mark

Intermediate Level
performance 2

2-3
marks

High
performance

4
marks

Level
3

Errors severely hinder the meaning of the
response or candidates do not spell, punctuate
or use the rules of grammar within the context
of the demands of the question.
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of
grammar with reasonable accuracy in the
context of the demands of the question. Any
errors do not hinder meaning in the response.
Where required, they use a limited range of
specialist terms appropriately.
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of
grammar with considerable accuracy and
general control of meaning in the context of the
demands of the question. Where required, they
use a good range of specialist terms with
facility.
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of
grammar with consistent accuracy and effective
control of meaning in the context of the
demands of the question. Where required, they
use a wide range of specialist terms adeptly
and with precision.

Question
Number
2 (a)
AO1

Correct Answer
•

•

the five books
of Moses which
contain the
Almighty’s law
the holy book
for Jewish
people

Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.
(2)

Partially Correct
Answer
•
•
•

five books
the laws
Pentateuch

Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

Reject

Mark

• answers
which define
a different
key word

2

(0)

(1)

Question
Number
2 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think that the covenant with Abraham is still
important are likely to use such evidence as:
• it sets them apart as the chosen people
• it establishes the practice of circumcision
• it promises that the Jewish people will be a great nation

4

Answers which do not think the covenant with Abraham is still
important are likely to use such evidence as:
• there are other covenants after Abraham which are more
important
• circumcision is no longer necessary
• it was too long ago to be relevant today
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according
to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it
must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg it promises that the Jewish people will
be a great nation)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg it promises that the Jewish
people will be a great nation and this is what they are still
working towards)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
2 (c)
The main reasons include:
AO1
• it is written in the Torah
• it is the traditional belief of Judaism
• it gives their lives meaning and purpose
• the Almighty is the only powerful enough force to create the
world.

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing

extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent
organisation and planning.

Question
Number
2 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• there is no evidence that the Almighty even exists
• it is not possible to be everywhere at once
• if he was omnipresent, people would see him

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• the Torah states the Almighty is omnipresent
• it is a traditional belief of Judaism
• the beauty of the world provides evidence of the
Almighty’s presence
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must
be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Judaism in either (i) or (ii) cannot
go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question 1
(a, b, c, d)

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
0
marks

Threshold
performance

Level
1

1 mark

Intermediate Level
performance 2

2-3
marks

High
performance

4
marks

Level
3

Errors severely hinder the meaning of the
response or candidates do not spell, punctuate
or use the rules of grammar within the context
of the demands of the question.
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of
grammar with reasonable accuracy in the
context of the demands of the question. Any
errors do not hinder meaning in the response.
Where required, they use a limited range of
specialist terms appropriately.
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of
grammar with considerable accuracy and
general control of meaning in the context of the
demands of the question. Where required, they
use a good range of specialist terms with
facility.
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of
grammar with consistent accuracy and effective
control of meaning in the context of the
demands of the question. Where required, they
use a wide range of specialist terms adeptly
and with precision.

Question Correct Answer
Number
3 (a)
• the Jewish
AO1
community of
Israel
• Jewish people
who live in
Israel
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

Partially Correct
Answer
• the community
• the Jewish
people
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)
(1)

(2)

Reject

Question
Number
3 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think that Jewish people should forgive the
Holocaust are likely to use such evidence as:
• it is part of Jewish teachings to forgive
• forgiveness allows Jewish people to ‘move on’
• the Almighty asks people to forgive each other

4

Answers which do not think that Jewish people should forgive the
Holocaust are likely to use such evidence as:
• there were too many deaths to be able to forgive
• only the Almighty can forgive
• in this case justice is more important than forgiveness
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must
be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg there were too many deaths to be
able to forgive)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg there were too many deaths
to be able to forgive. It aimed to wipe out many Jewish
communities. People are still affected by it today)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
3 (c)
The main features include:
AO1
• the Ark where the scrolls of the Torah are kept
• the everlasting light showing the Almighty’s continuing
presence
• seating to separate men from women
• the bimah for reading and teaching from the scrolls
• the mikveh for ritual purification
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.

Level 1

A list
Mark
0
1-2

Level 2

3-4

Level 3

5-6

Level 4

7-8

TR

will not go beyond Level 2.
Descriptor
No rewardable material.
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a feature
• not explaining but only describing the reference
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief features
• or a developed feature
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief features
• or a fully developed feature
• or two features with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief feature
• or two developed features
• or three features with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one feature only.

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent
organisation and planning.

Question
Number
3 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• all Jewish people should worship in the same way
• looking different can cause problems
• other Jewish groups have adapted and so should they

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• it is an important tradition for them
• they believe they have a distinctive contribution to make
• expression of religious practices is protected in law
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must
be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Judaism in either (i) or (ii) cannot
go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question Correct Answer
Number
4 (a)
• desolation,( the
AO1
Jewish word to
describe the
Holocaust )
• the Holocaust
• the Final
Solution
Any alternative
wording of the
above point is
acceptable.
(2)

Partially Correct
Answer
• mass murder
Any alternative
wording of the
above point is
acceptable.

(1)

Reject

Mark

• answers
which define
a different
key word

2

(0)

Question
Number
4 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think Orthodox practice is the best way to follow
Judaism are likely to use such evidence as:
• it is the most traditional way
• it follows the Torah the most literally
• it is believed to be the original form of Judaism

4

Answers which do not think Orthodox practice is the best way to
follow Judaism are likely to use such evidence as:
• Judaism needs to adapt to many cultures
• many Orthodox customs are not easy to follow
• Jewish people should be free to choose the form of
Judaism which suits their way of life
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must
be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg it follows the Torah the most literally)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg it follows the Torah the most
literally for example in the separation of milk and meat)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
4 (c)
The main reasons are likely to be:
AO1
• some see it as the centre of their faith
• it was promised to them by the Almighty
• some Jewish people see it as a safe haven against persecution
• some believe all Jewish people should live as one community

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
3-4
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
5-6
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
7-8
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very

few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent
organisation and planning.

Question
Number
4 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• it offers traditional guidance on a range of different
matters
• it follows the Torah and other teachings closely when
applying decisions
• it helps people sort out different aspects of their life

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• some liberal Jewish people accept the authority of the
courts of the country they live in.
• some think the Bet Din rulings are out of date
• some think the Bet Din makes life too complicated
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Judaism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question Correct Answer
Number
5 (a)
• initiation
AO1
ceremony for
boys
• Son of the
commandment
• coming of age

Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

(2)

Partially Correct
Answer
• a ceremony
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

(1)

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)

Question
Number
5 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think Pesach is the most important festival
are likely to use such evidence as:
• Pesach celebrates the most crucial event in Jewish
history
• Pesach shows that the Almighty will not abandon his
people
• Pesach reminds the Jewish people of the power of the
Almighty

4

Answers which think Pesach is not the most important
festival are likely to use such evidence as:
• there are other just as important festivals
• Shabbat is more important
• Yom Kippur is more important
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg Pesach shows that the Almighty
will not abandon his people)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg Pesach shows that the
Almighty will not abandon his people and Jewish
people celebrate it so they remember this today)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Questio
n
Number
5 (c)
AO1

Level

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Indicative content
The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
The main reasons include:
• it provides a time to focus on the Almighty
• it allows them to meet together for a common purpose
• the synagogue has all they need for worship
• it provides a time for the community to be together
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Mar Descriptor
k
0
No rewardable material.
1-2 Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of syntactical
and/or spelling errors.
3-4 Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors are
likely to be present.
5-6 A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style of
English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate will
demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.

Question
Number
5 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• it is part of the covenant with Abraham
• it is the first initiation rite for all Jewish boys
• it is Jewish family tradition

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• Jewish boys do not need to be marked out in this way
• it can be medically dangerous
• it can cause prejudice and persecution
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Judaism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question Correct Answer
Number
6 (a)
• the festival of
AO1
dedication
• the festival of light
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.
(2)

Partially Correct
Answer
• a festival
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

(1)

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)

Question
Number
6 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think that daily prayers in the synagogue are
necessary are likely to use such reasons as:
• it is part of traditional worship
• it is a duty required of Orthodox Jews
• it allows regular contact with the Almighty

4

Answers which do not think that daily prayers in the synagogue
are necessary are likely to use such reasons as:
• Jewish men may no longer be able to go to the synagogue
every day
• the Almighty will be aware of everyone’s prayers
regardless of when they happen
• praying once a week is just as good
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must
be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg it is part of traditional worship)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg it is part of traditional
worship which requires the Torah to be read daily)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
6 (c)
The main reasons include:
AO1
• Esther’s courage in the face of persecution inspires them
• Esther stayed faithful to her faith, Jewish people should emulate
this
• it enables them to give gifts to one another
• it reminds them of Esther’s actions which ensured and enabled
the survival of the Jewish people

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Mark Descriptor
0
No rewardable material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.

3-4

Level 3

5-6

Level 4

7-8

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent
organisation and planning.

Level 4

7-8

A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very few
syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent
organisation and planning.

Question
Number
6 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• people do not have time for so many religious
ceremonies
• people need to focus on maintaining their income
• people have many additional responsibilities with their
family

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• religious ceremonies are more important then
practical concerns
• Jewish families have always managed to work
around their religious ceremonies
• most of the ceremonies form part of the Torah
demands
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Judaism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question Correct Answer
Number
7 (a)
• seven days
AO1
when bereaved
people sit at
home
• bereavement
time
• mourning period
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

(2)

Partially Correct
Answer
• sad time
Any alternative
wording of the
above point is
acceptable.

(1)

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)

Question
Number
7 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think that Jewish people still need to follow
kosher food laws are likely to use such reasons as:
• it is tradition
• it sets Jewish people apart
• it is commanded in the Torah

4

Answers which do not think that Jewish people still need to
follow kosher food laws are likely to use such reasons as
• it is out dated
• modern food production means certain foods are no
longer unclean
• it is difficult to find suitable foods and restaurants
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg it sets the Jewish people apart)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg it sets the Jewish people
apart which means that it helps to avoid assimilation)
2marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
7 (c)
The main reasons include:
AO1
• in some countries there is no religious freedom
• in some parts of the world Jews are still persecuted
• kosher food may be more difficult to find
• there are more temptations to assimilate

Level
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to the
levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to
review.
Mark Descriptor
0
No reward able material.
1-2
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.

3-4

5-6

7-8

The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.

The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent
organisation and planning.

Question
Number
7 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• it is the place of worship
• it holds all the important things needed for worship
• it is the place of meeting

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• the home is equally important
• the Almighty can be worshipped any where
• the community can meet in other places
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Judaism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason

Question Correct Answer
Number
8 (a)
• prayer shawl
AO1
(four-cornered
garment with
fringes)
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

Partially Correct
Answer
• shawl
• a picture of a
shawl
Any alternative
wording of the
above points is
acceptable.

(2)

Reject

Mark

Answers which
define a
different key
word

2

(0)
(1)

Question
Number
8 (b)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Answers which think all Jewish people should use the mikveh are
likely to use such reasons as:
• it is tradition
• it makes people spiritually clean
• it fulfils the mitzvot

4

Answers which do not think all Jewish people should use the
mikveh are likely to use such reasons:
• it is an outdated practice
• there are other ways to be spiritually cleansed
• it could be unhealthy
Other approaches are possible and must be marked according to
the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must
be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
For a personal response with:
• one brief reason (eg it makes people spiritually clean)
1 mark
For a personal response with:
• two brief reasons
• or one developed reason (eg it makes people spiritually
clean eg as part of marriage preparation)
2 marks
For a personal response with:
• two reasons with one developed
3 marks
For a personal response with:
• two developed reasons
4 marks

Question Indicative content
Number The quality of written communication will be assessed in this
answer (strands i, ii and iii)
8 (c)
The main reasons include:
AO1
• it fulfils the principle of tzedekah
• it is a responsibility of the whole community
• it is a response to Jewish suffering in the past
• it is a mitzvah to show compassion to others

Level 1

If you
Mark
0
1-2

Level 2

3-4

Level 3

5-6

Level 4

7-8

Level

are unsure of the validity of an answer, it must be sent to review.
Descriptor
No rewardable material.
Little understanding of the issue shown, typically by:
• giving a brief reason
• not explaining but only describing the issue.
The answer is likely to be in basic English. The skills needed to
produce effective writing will not normally be present. The writing
may have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible,
but lack both clarity and organisation. High incidence of
syntactical and/or spelling errors.
Basic understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using two brief reasons
• or a developed reason.
The candidate is likely to express understanding with a limited
command of English and little use of specialist vocabulary. The
range of skills needed to produce effective writing is likely to be
limited. There are likely to be passages which lack clarity and
proper organisation. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors
are likely to be present.
A more developed understanding of the issue is shown typically
by:
• using three brief reasons
• or a fully developed reason
• or two reasons with one developed.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear style
of English and some use of specialist vocabulary. The candidate
will demonstrate most of the skills needed to produce effective
extended writing but there will be lapses in organisation. Some
syntactical and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.
A clear understanding of the issue is shown typically by:
• using four brief reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or three reasons with one developed
• or a comprehensive explanation using one reason only.
The candidate is likely to express understanding in a clear and
correct style of English with a correct use of specialist vocabulary
where appropriate. The skills needed to produce convincing
extended writing in place. Good organisation and clarity. Very
few syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found. Excellent
organisation and planning.

Question
Number
8 (d)
AO2

Answer

Mark

Indicative content
Reasons for supporting this statement could be:
• having the Chevra Kadishah organise the funeral takes
pressure off the family
• having a week to concentrate as a family on the
bereavement helps the family to cope with the death
• traditions are very comforting

6

Reasons for not supporting this statement could be:
• they take too much time
• rituals like tearing clothes are not sensible
• staying inside for a week is unrealistic
Other approaches are possible and must be marked
according to the levels. If you are unsure of the validity of an
answer, it must be sent to review.
Award marks as follows:
Candidates who do not refer to Judaism in either (i) or (ii)
cannot go beyond 3 marks for the whole of (d).
(i) Own opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
(ii) Why some people may disagree with their opinion
1 mark for
• a simple reason
2 marks for
• a developed reason
• or two simple reasons
3 marks for
• three simple reasons
• or two developed reasons
• or a fully developed reason
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