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Instructions

•	Use black ink or ball-point pen.
•	Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  
	 centre number and candidate number.
•	Answer ONE question from each of the four sections.
•	Answer the questions in the spaces provided  
	 – there may be more space than you need.

Information

•	 The total mark for this paper is 80. 
•	 The marks for each question are shown in brackets
	 – use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.
•	 Questions labelled with an asterisk (*) are ones where the quality of your  
	 written communication will be assessed 
	 – �you should take particular care with your spelling, punctuation and grammar,  

as well as the clarity of expression, on these questions.

Advice

•	 Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
•	 Keep an eye on the time.
•	 Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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SECTION 1 – BELIEFS AND VALUES

You must answer ONE question from this section.

EITHER

1	 (a)	 What is meant by atonement?
(2)

	 (b)	Do you think Jesus died to save people? 
Give two reasons for your point of view.	 				  

(4)

	 *	(c)	 Explain how one religious community expresses its love of God. 	
(8)

	 (d)	“Christians should not believe that God is three.”

	 	 In your answer you should refer to Roman Catholic Christianity.

	 	 (i)	 Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. 	 			 
(3)

	 	 (ii)	 Give reasons why some people may disagree with you.	 		
(3)

(Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

OR

2	 (a)	 What is meant by the Virgin Birth?
(2)

	 (b)	Do you think it is important for Christians to believe in the Holy Spirit? 
Give two reasons for your point of view.

(4)

	 *	(c)	 Explain how Christians can show their love of God in their local area. 
(8)

	 (d)	“A contemplative community cannot show love for others.”

	 	 In your answer you should refer to Roman Catholic Christianity.

	 	 (i)	 Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. 	 			 
(3)

	 	 (ii)	 Give reasons why some people may disagree with you.	 		
(3)

(Total for Question 2 = 20 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box . If you change your mind, 
put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number:      Question 1	 	 Question 2

Write your answer here:
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SECTION 2 – COMMUNITY AND TRADITION

You must answer ONE question from this section.

EITHER

3	 (a)	 What are the Orthodox Churches?
(2)

	 (b)	Do you think the Christian faith should only be taught by the Church? 
Give two reasons for your point of view.	 				  

(4)

	 *	(c)	 Explain why the Church is called the ‘communion of saints’. 	
(8)

	 (d)	“The Church does not need a Pope.”

	 	 In your answer you should refer to Roman Catholic Christianity.

	 	 (i)	 Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. 	 			 
(3)

	 	 (ii)	 Give reasons why some people may disagree with you.	 		
(3)

(Total for Question 3 = 20 marks)

OR

4	 (a)	 What is the Magisterium?
(2)

	 (b)	Do you think it matters that Mary is the Immaculate Conception? 
	 Give two reasons for your point of view.

(4)

	 *	(c)		 Explain why the parish priest is important for Roman Catholics. 
(8)

	 (d)	“Only a person who is not married should be a priest.”

	 	 In your answer you should refer to Roman Catholic Christianity.

	 	 (i)	 Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. 	 			 
(3)

	 	 (ii)	 Give reasons why some people may disagree with you.	 		
(3)

(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box . If you change your mind, 
put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number:      Question 3	 	 Question 4

Write your answer here:
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*P38560A01020*

SECTION 3 – WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION

You must answer ONE question from this section.

EITHER

5	 (a)	 What is meant by the Liturgy of the Word?
(2)

	 (b)	Do you think all Catholics should be confirmed? 
Give two reasons for your point of view.	 				  

(4)

	 *	(c)	 Explain why the Eucharist is important in other Christian traditions. 	
(8)

	 (d)	“Lent is not an important time for Christians today.”

	 	 In your answer you should refer to Roman Catholic Christianity.

	 	 (i)	 Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. 	 			 
(3)

	 	 (ii)	 Give reasons why some people may disagree with you.	 		
(3)

(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

OR

6	 (a)	 What is meant by a sacrament?
(2)

	 (b)	Do you think all Catholic churches should have statues? 
	 Give two reasons for your point of view.

(4)

	 *	(c)	 Explain why Christmas is important for Roman Catholics. 
(8)

	 (d)	“Catholics do not need to go to confession.”

	 	 In your answer you should refer to Roman Catholic Christianity.

	 	 (i)	 Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. 	 			 
(3)

	 	 (ii)	 Give reasons why some people may disagree with you.	 		
(3)

(Total for Question 6 = 20 marks)

38560A_paper_GCSE_Religious_Stud10   10 17/09/2010   09:54:10
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*P38560A01120* Turn over

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box . If you change your mind, 
put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number:      Question 5	 	 Question 6

Write your answer here:
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*P38560A01420*

SECTION 4 – LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

You must answer ONE question from this section.

EITHER

7	 (a)	 What is meant by the evangelical counsels?
(2)

	 (b)	Do you think Christians should obey all the Ten Commandments? 
Give two reasons for your point of view.	 				  

(4)

	 *	(c)	 Explain why some Christians show their vocation by taking holy orders. 	
(8)

	 (d)	“Christians should never pray in public.”

	 	 In your answer you should refer Roman Catholic Christianity.

	 	 (i)	 Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. 	 			 
(3)

	 	 (ii)	 Give reasons why some people may disagree with you.	 		
(3)

(Total for Question 7 = 20 marks)

OR

8	 (a)	 What is the monastic life?
(2)

	 (b)	Do you think all Christians should help to relieve suffering and poverty in the UK?  
	 Give two reasons for your point of view.

(4)

	 *	(c)	 Explain why some Christians think it is important to work for social and 
community cohesion. 

(8)

	 (d)	“More people should become priests.” 

	 	 In your answer you should refer to Roman Catholic Christianity.

	 	 (i)	 Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion. 	 			 
(3)

	 	 (ii)	 Give reasons why some people may disagree with you.	 		
(3)

(Total for Question 8 = 20 marks)

38560A_paper_GCSE_Religious_Stud14   14 17/09/2010   09:54:10
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*P38560A01520* Turn over

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box . If you change your mind, 
put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number:      Question 7	 	 Question 8

Write your answer here:
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