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Introduction
 The new specifi cation includes a good deal of material from the Legacy Specifi cation, but the 
material is not entirely identical. It includes some new topics (such as on ‘social cohesion’ and 
the different attitudes between Catholics and Protestants towards the authority of the Church) 
whilst the monastic life is no longer covered as a separate topic. There is also a change in the 
balance of the Assessment Objectives. With this in mind, candidates needed to be prepared quite 
carefully to meet the demands presented both by possible new topics and new style questions.

It is clear that most candidates were prepared well to deal with the changes. This report will try 
to highlight them and suggest ways in which performance can be improved.

Part (a) questions have not changed in style, though there have been some changes to the key 
words.   

The main changes to the style of questions come in parts (b) and (d) of the examination: 

Part (b) questions require candidates to give reasons for either supporting or opposing a point 
of view. It is also possible for candidates to gain full marks for giving a reason in support of 
both points of view, where they are themselves undecided. It is essential, however, that the 
opinions being expressed are the candidate’s own. The few candidates who answered by saying 
“some Catholics think this, but other Catholics think that...”, without indicating their own 
opinion, could not gain any marks. In addition to gain full marks, candidates needed to give two 
developed reasons. Four simple reasons could only gain two of the four marks available. Many 
candidates clearly understood these requirements and answered these questions very well, but a 
few did not develop their reasons and therefore could not pick up more marks.

Part (d) required candidates to give reasons to support their point of view, and also reasons 
why others might disagree with them. It is therefore quite similar to the part (d) questions on 
the legacy specifi cation, apart from six marks are now available, and separate sections of the 
question and answer booklet have been provided for the two different points of view. This new 
approach certainly helped ensure that fewer candidates missed giving the alternative viewpoint. 
At the same time, in order to gain full marks, either three simple reasons were required 
in support of each side of the argument, or developed reasons. By far the vast majority of 
candidates who gained full marks did so by offering simple reasons. Although there were a few 
one-sided or thin responses, overall these questions were well answered.

Part (c) style questions have changed very little, though they now include a consideration of 
quality of written communication. Part (c) questions can be ‘Explain why…’ or ‘Explain how…’ 
style questions, and there were examples of both on this year’s paper. It is important that 
candidates are clear in their own mind which type of question is being asked and to respond 
accordingly. A number of candidates did not gain marks due to not taking account of this 
difference. An explanation of the different approaches can be found under specifi c questions 
later in this report. Those candidates achieving full marks did so, as usual, through a mix of 
simple and developed explanations. 
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  Question 1(a) 
 In order to gain full marks, candidates needed to show an understanding that faith involves a 
belief that is not entirely founded in evidence. Most candidates offered the defi nition found in 
the specifi cation and achieved the full 2 marks. 

      Question 1(b) 
 On the whole, this question was well answered, with most candidates able to gain some marks. 
It asked for reasons for or against the view that God created the world. Most answers in favour 
of this view focused on the belief that comes from the Bible, and those against were based on 
alternative scientifi c theories. Candidates were able to develop the reason about evidence from 
the Bible by quoting or referring to a specifi c text. Full marks could have been gained for an 
answer that then went on, for example, to point to evidence from the Creeds, along with the 
development of quoting the creed more or less accurately.

 Question 1(c) 
This question was well answered, with most candidates able to point out that the Holy Spirit is 
part of the Trinity, and therefore God. Fuller answers went on to talk about the Holy Spirit as 
God’s presence in the world, perhaps quoting the example of the Holy Spirit’s descent on the 
Apostles at Pentecost. Many strong candidates also mentioned the guidance the Holy Spirit gave 
to writers of the Bible, and to the Magisterium. 

Examiner Comments

This answer does indicate that faith is about belief or believing in something, but 
doesn't mention the lack of total proof to support that belief. It is therefore an 
example of a partially correct answer and gained one mark.

Examiner Tip

Learn and use the key word defi nitions that are provided 
by the specifi cation.
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 Question 1(d) 
This was also a well answered question. Candidates usually opposed the idea that Christians 
need only to love God by pointing out the teaching of Jesus about love of neighbour (which some 
candidates remain convinced is one of the Ten Commandments) and the need to both love God 
and worship God as well as to obey God’s teaching. In support of the idea came references to the 
fi rst commandment. Some candidates also pointed to the way in which contemplative monks and 
nuns consider that love of God is primary. Although the monastic life is no longer a specifi c topic, 
it can still provide useful ideas for developing reasons. 
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Examiner Tip

Remember that in answer to part (b) questions full marks can only be 
achieved by giving two developed reasons. Even four simple reasons would 
gain only 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a very good answer, it also draws attention to the ways in which 
answers can be developed.

In part (b) the candidate gains one mark for mentioning that God is called the creator in the Book 
of Genesis, and that is developed to gain a second mark by pointing out that Christians consider 
the Bible to be the word of God. A third mark is gained by adding that God has the power to create 
the world, but this reason is not developed. So in total the candidate gains three marks out of a 
possible four for part (b).
In part (c) the candidate offer three reasons for the importance of believing in the Holy Spirit, but 
more than one of them is developed. These three simple reasons take the answer to Level 3, but 
the candidate also goes on to say that without the work of the Holy Spirit in inspiring the Bible we 
wouldn’t know how to live a good Christian life. This is a development and takes the answer to 
Level 4.
In part (d) the candidate offers three simple reasons to support the suggestion that loving God is 
suffi cient.  They then go on to look at the alternative argument. They use three valid texts from 
the Gospels to support the view that others should be loved as well as God. This could be looked 
upon as three simple reasons but it can also be read as a fully developed reason. Either way it is 
worth full marks.
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    Question 2(a) 
 Most candidates knew that the Catechism is a book of Christian teachings. For full marks they 
needed to add that it is specifi c to the Catholic Church. Once again, most candidates knew the 
defi nition from the specifi cation and gained full marks. Full marks were given to answers that 
said the Catechism is the 'teaching of the Church' because Roman Catholics often speak of the 
Roman Catholic Church as simply 'the Church'. 

   Question 2(b) 
 This was another well answered question. Those candidates supporting the view that Jesus is God 
pointed to his miracles, specifi cally the Resurrection, and often quoted the words spoken by God 
the Father at Jesus’ baptism. Not many candidates argued against the idea, but those that did 
pointed, for example, to the fact that Jesus had a human body and that he died like any human 
being.

 Question 2(c) 
This is an example of an ‘Explain how…’ question, specifi cally how Christians can show their love 
for others. In some ways it has similarities with the legacy style part (b) question except that for 
full marks an explanation rather than a list is required. Candidates who simply wrote, “by giving 
to charity, joining the SVP, helping old ladies across the street and speaking kindly” would have 
only reached Level 1. What was required for full marks was for the candidate to explain how 
these actions showed love for others, as can be seen in the example given below.

 Question 2(d) 
Candidates found this question quite diffi cult to answer, although the stronger candidates were 
able to gain full marks, usually with reference to how the Gospels show the Trinity at work, 
and to the Catechism. However, this is perhaps a good moment to comment on the use of such 
sources in providing reasons in support of aspects of Catholic teaching. It would not be suffi cient 
for 3 marks to say that believing in the Trinity is important “because the Bible, the Creeds and 
the Catechism say so”, though some candidates certainly hoped so. Three marks would have 
been gained by saying that “the Bible shows the Trinity at work, the Creeds speak about God as 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit and the Catechism teaches that belief in the Trinity is the foundation 
of Christianity.” It is important that candidates are fully aware of the difference between these 
two answers. 
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       Question 3(a) 
 Almost all candidates knew that bishops are priests with a certain rank. Many also knew that 
they ordained other priests. These answers are partially correct and gained one mark. But for 
full marks it was necessary to give a defi nition that got to the heart of their role in the Church, 
rather than just an example of one of their functions. The best two examples of this full answer 
spoke either about the leadership of the diocese or the role of bishops as successors of the 
apostles. 

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a partially correct answer. Although it is certainly true that a 
bishop is someone who is ordained, that would also be true of a priest, as would the 
fact that they can perform the sacrament of the sick. It received one mark.

Examiner Comments

This is an excellent example of how to avoid simply giving a brief list 
in answer to ‘Explain how…’ questions. It mentions the actual ways in 
which love is shown (running a soup kitchen, love of a marital partner, 
being faithful in marriage and simply treating others in a nice way). 
But it also explains how these actions are an expression of love. In this 
particular example a good deal of reference is made to Biblical texts, 
but that is not the only way. For example, they could have explained 
that running a soup kitchen is a way of showing love for others because 
in some cities there are many homeless people who are in need of 
warmth and nourishment, and Christians feel called to help such people.



10

Religious Studies 5RS10

   Question 3(b) 
 This was a well answered question. Good responses spoke of Mary as a model for a sinless life. 
Others spoke of her courage. These answers were then developed by making reference to actual 
events in Mary’s life, such as the Immaculate Conception or her presence at the foot of the cross. 

 Question 3(c) 
This question, about the different attitudes between Protestants and Catholics towards the 
authority of the Church was probably the worst answered of all the questions on the paper. It is 
quite a challenging topic and as a topic in its own right, this is new to the specifi cation. However, 
there were some candidates who were able to speak of the different attitudes towards the 
authority of the Bible, and whose responsibility it is to interpret it for modern times and modern 
problems. They also explained views about the role of the Pope and Magisterium, the differences 
in the view of some Protestants about the authority of priests and bishops, etc. 

 Question 3(d) 
Most candidates were able to gain good marks on this question about whether the Bible is all 
that is needed as a guide to life. At a simple level, they knew that the Bible contains divine 
teaching on the one hand, but also that people receive important guidance from their parents. 
Full answers also spoke about the example of Jesus as found in the Bible, and named specifi c 
teachings, in support of the argument. Against the argument they talked about the important 
guidance found in the Catechism and the teaching of the Magisterium. 
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a response to 3(c) from a candidate with a limited understanding of the 
different attitudes of Protestants and Catholics to authority. Although some of what is implied is 
untrue (that Christ is not Head of the Church for Catholics for example) such mistakes are passed 
over rather than penalised. In this answer, the candidate did understand that Protestants do not 
accept the leadership of the Pope and also that the Bible has authority for each individual without 
the needed for interpretation by Church authorities. This took the answer to Level 2.

Examiner Tip

Part (c) of each question carries a possible 8 marks. If it is a question 
you do not understand, it might be better to look at the alternative 
question to see whether you might gain more marks overall.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a response to part (d)(i) where three reasons, simply expressed, ensure 
that the candidate gains all three marks available for this section - the need for the teaching 
of priests, that the Bible does not cover all of life's problems and that the Bible may be out of 
date. The reasons are indeed quite simple - but they are suffi cient.
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      Question 4(a) 
 The correct defi nition seemed less well known than some of the other (a) questions. Most 
responses were partially correct saying, for example, that it was about something or someone 
being good or special. The defi nition in the specifi cation indicates that holiness has to do with 
God / the sacred, and that aspect was required to gain full marks. 

   Question 4(b) 
 Most candidates knew who the Pope is and roughly what he does, which was a good start. 
Opinions supporting the idea that everyone should obey the Pope centred on his role as the 
successor Peter or the guidance many Christians believe he receives from the Holy Spirit. 
Those against pointed to his simple humanity or to the fact that he is important only for Roman 
Catholics. There was scope within this question for a variety of approaches and different ways in 
which the answers could be developed, and overall the question was answered well.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a candidate who has a sense that the term 'holy' has 
something to do with religion but the answer does not express the notion 
of holiness precisely enough to gain any marks.

Examiner Tip

To gain marks for part (a) questions the answer needs either to be the 
defi nition of the key word found in the specifi cation or an answer in 
the candidate's own words that contains all the ideas that are in that 
defi nition.
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 Question 4(c) 
This question, asking why the Church is called the Body of Christ, uncovered two major 
weaknesses. First of all, there are still far too many candidates who equate questions about the 
Church with ‘going to church’. This problem recurs year on year. Many centres are working hard 
to overcome it, for example, some candidates now even preface their answers by saying, “this 
question is about the Church as a community of believers and not about going to church” Centres 
should be encouraged to do all they can to help students to get to grips with the distinction. The 
other problem was a limited understanding of the Body of Christ. This certainly proved to be one 
of the questions that helped to differentiate between the more able and less able candidates.

 Question 4(d) 
Although the same problem (belonging to the Church/going to church) occurred here, the 
misunderstanding proved less serious in terms of marks. Candidates who wrote about going 
to church to be baptised, and to receive the sacraments in general, because these relate to 
belonging to the Church and are also considered means to salvation were awarded marks. 
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Examiner Comments

Although question 4(c) was not specifi cally about the Body of Christ in the Eucharist, 
candidates could gain one level (2 marks) for an answer that spoke about Christ's presence in 
the bread and wine at Mass. This is certainly linked to why the Church is called the Body of 
Christ, although to gain further marks candidates needed to speak about the Church as doing 
Jesus' work on earth, of all members playing their role in that work just as various limbs and 
organs serve the whole body, and such like.

Examiner Tip

Remember that in the examination 'Church' with a capital 'C' refers to the 
community of Christian believers, or sometimes to the organisation of the 
Catholic Church, not the building.
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      Question 5(a) 
 Transubstantiation is about as technical a theological term as they come. Most candidates knew 
the defi nition and scored well. Those that tried to improvise an answer met with mixed success. 

         Question 5(b) 
 The question about fasting during Lent was very well answered. Most candidates mentioned the 
example set by Jesus on the desert and went on to suggest that fasting was a way of showing 
him true discipleship. Those two ideas together are another example of a developed answer to 
part (b) questions. Stronger candidates were also able to compare fasting to Jesus’ suffering and 
death and suggested that fasting constitutes a way of showing Jesus respect and honour. Such a 
two part answer would have gained the full 4 marks.

 Question 5(c) 
This question about the importance of Confi rmation is a familiar one and candidates were able 
to offer many good reasons by way of explanation, some of them derived from their own recent 
experience of the sacrament. It is interesting that some candidates were able to point out that it 
is important a preparation for being able to receive communion for the fi rst time, whilst others 
spoke about it as a rite of passage to adulthood – underlining the different policies regarding the 
Sacrament of Confi rmation within the various dioceses of England and Wales. 

Examiner Comments

This answer didn't score any marks as it offers no evidence of an understanding of the 
meaning of transubstantiation. Had it referred to receiving Jesus' Body and Blood at 
Mass it would have received one mark. For the full 2 marks, reference had to be made 
to the change that is believed to take place.
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 Question 5(d) 
There were quite a lot of strong opinions expressed about whether people should have to go to 
Mass, and the reasons given to support those opinions were plentiful and, most of them were 
entirely valid ways of arguing. It is worth saying in this context that someone saying that they 
shouldn’t have to go to Mass because they fi nd the experience boring would be credited. Not all 
the answers to such questions are ‘theological’, though on the positive side it was good to see 
just how many candidates were able to argue about the role Mass plays on the road to salvation 
and the spiritual value of receiving communion, as well as of being true to Jesus’ command at 
the Last Supper. 

Examiner Comments

This response to 5(b) is an example of a developed and an undeveloped reason. The fact 
that Jesus fasted is a reason for Christians to fast, and saying that by doing the same we 
are building our relationship with God is development. The second reason is related but 
distinct - it is about the importance of resisting temptation - and so can be marked as a 
second reason. But it cannot be considered developed as Christians do not fast because 
the devil tempted Jesus, but they do in order to resist temptation.
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   Question 6(a) 
 Almost all candidates knew that absolution was related to the whole matter of sin, contrition 
and forgiveness. Fewer candidates were able to identify it correctly with the act of having those 
sins forgiven. It is one of a number of relatively unfamiliar words associated with the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation which may have resulted in some candidates getting confused about which is 
which. 

   Question 6(b) 
 The question ‘Do you think Baptism is the most important sacrament for Catholics?’ is really just 
a contentious way of asking candidates whether they look upon Baptism as important and why. Of 
course it is diffi cult to argue that any one sacrament is the most important, and the mark scheme 
is designed to reward answers that explain the value of the sacrament in itself. The value of such 
questions is that they prompt candidates to look at other sacraments and consider their value 
and purpose, too. The question was well answered, with developed reasons greatly in evidence.

 Question 6(c) 
This question, about the importance of Easter, proved more problematic than might be expected. 
Many candidates looked upon Easter as a term to cover the whole period from Ash Wednesday 
to the Ascension. Answers that made no reference to the resurrection gained no marks. This is a 
distinction I would encourage centres to remind candidates of.

 Question 6(d) 
The question about Christians celebrating the Eucharist together was hoping to provoke views 
about the need for Christian unity and, in fact, some candidates recognised that and answered 
accordingly. Many candidates pointed out, for example, that at the Last Supper Jesus was united 
with his disciples, and it is the least Christians can do, to respect Jesus, to do the same at 
celebrations of the Eucharist. However, some candidates distinguished between celebrating with 
the community in Church, and the problems faced by the housebound and those who work on 
Sundays. This is an alternative approach and candidates were credited where their interpretation 
of the question is a valid one. This covered in the mark scheme in ‘Other approaches are possible 
and should be marked according to the levels’. 
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of an answer to question 6(c) that covers themes about Lent and fasting as well as 
Easter itself. It was rewarded for the content about Easter, but this is clearly a good candidate who 
would have scored more highly if the answer had been wholly focused on the question.
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Examiner Tip

Remember that Easter refers only to the events relating to Jesus' resurrection and the 
Christian celebration of the resurrection. In other years there may be a question about the 
importance of Lent (the 40 days leading up to Easter) or of Holy Week (the week leading up to 
and including Jesus' crucifi xion). It is important to answer only about the relevant event and 
Christian celebration referred to in the question.



   Question 7(a) 
 On the whole this was answered well. In fact 'hypocrite' is quite a diffi cult word to defi ne 
simply, and therefore the defi nition in the specifi cation was wisely the one used by most of the 
candidates. 

   Question 7(b) 
 Interestingly most candidates believed that a very rich person can still be a good Christian and 
offered a range of valid reasons in support of that conviction, though many of those reasons did 
involve giving some or all of the money away. Those candidates who thought it was more of a 
problem made good use of Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount and the story of the rich 
young man. This all provided ample scope for development and many candidates scored highly on 
this question.

 Question 7(c) 
By contrast with the ‘explain how’ question referred to earlier, this was an ‘explain why’ 
question. Unfortunately not all candidates recognised the difference and spent the entire answer 
describing the work of the SVP without any real attempt to explain why they did what they did. 
The most obvious way to answer this question, and of course some candidates did takes this 
approach, was to refer to the wide range of teaching about care for others that can be found in 
the Gospels – the parables of the Good Samaritan and the Sheep and Goats to name just two. An 
equally valid response would have been reasons relating to the injustice of innocent suffering and 
the Christian obligation to relieve it. A description could reach Level 1, many candidates, did not 
pick up many marks on this question. 
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 Question 7(d) 
This question seemed to prove a slightly more diffi cult question than some of the other (d) 
questions, perhaps because Christian teaching on ‘judging’ is not so widely known or understood 
and the reasons given sometimes tended to be anecdotal. Jesus’ teaching on judging is quite 
complex and nuanced, saying not simply that Christians shouldn’t judge, but that certain factors 
have to come into play before they can – like attending to one’s own faults fi rst. This did allow 
some scope for arguing in favour of judging – for example, that people who think themselves 
perfect may also feel entitled to judge others. More commonly those candidates arguing in favour 
of judging pointed out the need for wrong-doers to be judged by the courts and the need to 
choose one’s friends wisely. 
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Examiner Comments

This example of an answer to question 7(c) is included for two reasons. Although the SVP is the 
obvious choice of organisation, they are not the only choice, and Franciscans (and many other 
Religious Orders) can be considered an organisation committed to the relief of suffering for the 
purposes of this topic. Also here are some good examples of how to answer an 'explain why' question.
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    Question 8(a) 
 Most candidates answered this more or less correctly.  Some candidates believed that holy orders 
were orders given by rather than to a priest. 

   Question 8(b) 
 The Law of Moses is another of those aspects of Christian teaching that is not widely understood, 
and a number of candidates found this question diffi cult. Some candidates understood that it 
included the Ten Commandments, though not so many seemed to understand that it is wider than 
that. Other candidates confused it with the Sermon on the Mount. Some Centres may need to 
work on clarifying the Law of Moses, and what Jesus said about it in the Sermon on the Mount.

 Question 8(c) 
This was a well answered question. The concept of vocation was well understood, and many 
candidates spoke about and explained a wide range of ways of showing vocation – including 
the vocation of marriage and family, of vocation in professional life, in the priesthood and the 
religious life, in service to others and so forth. It should also be said that Christians believe 
themselves called to prayer and worship and therefore attending Mass regularly and praying can 
also be seen as expressions of vocation. These were not the most common answers, and so were 
not necessarily the ones chosen to appear in the mark scheme, but they were valid nevertheless.



 Question 8(d) 
Not surprisingly, many candidates were able to argue in favour of the responsibility of Christians 
towards those who suffer. The teachings in the Gospel in support of caring for the suffering 
(such as the Good Samaritan and the Parable of the Sheep and Goats) were well known and were 
used to form and develop arguments. It was rather more diffi cult to argue against, though many 
candidates did fi nd reasons, such as the suggestion that some suffering is justifi ed, that caring for 
the suffering is the responsibility of charities and governments and that some people’s lives are 
hard enough without them having to care for others. Overall this was a well answered question. 
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Examiner Comments

Although the candidate does not preface this answer to 8(b) with 'I think...' thereby taking clear ownership of 
the answer, it is assumed they are expressing their own opinion. If they had written 'Some Catholics think..' their 
answer would not have been rewarded. This is also an example of a candidate offering two simple reasons and 
therefore able to score only up to 2 marks out of the four available.

By way of contrast, the answer to question 8(c) is thorough and gains all of the marks available. Although there 
are only three reasons given, the last two of them are developed. For example, spreading the word of God is 
an example of how Christians show vocation, but by adding that this will also bring more believers to God, the 
answer has been developed.
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Examiner Tip

Four valid reasons will achieve Level 4 in part (c) questions. But it is also 
possible to achieve Level 4, for example, with two valid reasons that have 
been developed.



          This year candidates performed well on this fi rst paper based on the new specifi cation. They 
seemed broadly to understand how the questions were being framed, and dealt with the new 
balance of assessment objectives. On the downside, some of the new material was not well 
understood and a good number of candidates failed to distinguish between questions that asked 
them to 'explain how' and those that asked them to 'explain why'. I also remain concerned about 
the number of candidates who lose marks by answering a mix of questions, 1(a) and (b) but 2(c) 
and (d) for example. When examiners encounter this ‘rubric infringement’ all the parts of the 
answer are considered and the question with highest total is credited. 

Apart from these points, my primary recommendation to centres is that they explain clearly 
just how full marks can be achieved in respect of part (b) questions - namely a personal opinion 
supported by two developed reasons. I also suggest that some centres do more work clarifying 
the issues in the topic of the authority of the Church.

Grade Boundaries

Grade Max. Mark A* A B C D E F G U

Raw boundary mark 80 68 58 48 38 31 24 18 12 0

Uniform boundary mark 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 0
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