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Sikhism
There were only a few entries for this new unit. One area for improvement is in
response to the part (b) questions which required the development of two reasons.
Candidates providing three reasons could only be credited for two of them, unless
one was clearly a development of another reason. Candidates should aim to explain
two reasons for their point of view as clearly as possible, perhaps by putting each
reason in separate paragraphs.
Section 1
This section was attempted successfully in general. However, question 1(c) created
difficulties for some candidates who wrote about religious upbringing without
explaining how that feature would lead to a belief in God. It is important to address
every aspect of the question.
Section 2
There were some thoughtful responses to 3(d) and 4(d). However, some candidates
were unable to put forward three reasons why someone might disagree with them.
Only one of the six responses to a (d) style question needs to be a reference to
Sikhism.
Section 3
This section involves a study of attitudes in a religious community together with the
study of beliefs based on scripture or other sources. Some candidates found it hard to
identify the range of attitudes to be found within the Sikh religion towards
homosexuality, contraception, sex outside of marriage and divorce.
Section 4
The section was answered satisfactorily but there are two areas that could be
improved. The first is the study of community cohesion and the second is the
tendency to confuse race and faith.
Summary
The answers were pleasing overall and the quality of some responses provided ample
evidence of good teaching.
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