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Introduction
The Edexcel GCSE specification continues to be a very popular course as teachers and 
schools recognise the benefits of an examinable course that both educates and engages 
young people. The variety of choice within this specification allows teachers to teach the 
course that most suits the needs of their candidates.

5RS02 is still a popular unit of study and offers the first part of the full GCSE if centres 
require this. It offers a study of Christianity; many centres have found that this can be 
delivered in a reduced amount of time as much of the background Christian teaching can be 
covered at Key stage three in preparation. The course addresses many moral and spiritual 
issues affecting young people today.

The candidates have achieved a wide range of performance levels as would be expected 
from an examination with many whole cohort entries. It is clear from the marking that the 
majority of schools are teaching students the necessary examination skills and content of 
the specification. However, it is also evident when questions are not following the papperns, 
for example, in Question 1a, that these schools may not be teaching the breadth and depth 
expected of the specification.
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Question 1 (a)(b)(c)(d)
In Section One of the examination ‘Believing in God’, question two was more popular than 
question one. 

Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content; 
this includes the key words which are at the beginning of each section of the specification 
content.

Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their 
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.

The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (di) 
responses. In (c) responses, the knowledge and understanding of the required content is 
assessed. In (dii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects 
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.

The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing 

the bullet point:

•	 The argument from design and how it may, or may not, lead to belief in God.

•	 How Christians respond to scientific explanations of the origins of the world.

•	 How Christians respond to the problem of evil and suffering. Candidates are required to 
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content; this includes the key words 
which are at the beginning of each section of the specification content.

The candidate was assessed on their response to 

(a) Give two examples of moral evil.

Overall candidates did well on this question. Where candidates did not they mainly gained 
one mark for a definition.

(b) Do you think Christians should agree with the scientific explanations of the 
origins of the universe? Give two reasons for your answer.

Candidates responded positively to this question and many gave developed reasons. Where 
it was answered less well, candidates had a lack of understanding of the alternative points of 
view held by different Christian groups.

(c) Explain how Christians respond to the problem of evil and suffering.

This question was generally answered well by candidates. The majority were able to give 
ways that Christians respond. Weaker candidates used practical examples such as prayer 
and charity work.

(d) "The design argument proves that God exists" 

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion.

(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you.

Candidates struggled with this question; many confused causation with design and did not 
answer the question. Some candidates outlined the design argument but failed to explain 
how this lead to belief in God.

Candidates are given a mark out of four for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPAG).
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(a) Two examples are given here. There were 
many acceptable examples; humans cause a lot of 
suffering! This candidate was awarded 2 marks for a 
fully correct answer.

(b) The candidate gives a personal opinion supported 
by two reasons with one developed reason. The 
candidate's first reasons states that the ‘origins of 
the universe have been proven’. This is incorrect and 
therefore is not given any marks.The first valid reason 
is found at ‘do not disprove the need for the existence 
of God’ and the second reason is given at 'the idea of 
evolution' developed with ‘time may move differently 
for God'.According to the mark scheme two reasons 
with one developed reason can be awarded 3 marks. 

(c) The candidate gives one fully developed reason 
written coherently; therefore, can be awarded the 
higher mark for QWC. The candidate in this example 
provides a fully developed way. 

The one way is ‘the set up and provide charity’. 

The candidate develops this with the example of a 
charity ‘CAFOD’. The candidate then gives examples 
of ‘reform programmes’ and ‘donating to charity'.

According to the mark scheme one fully developed 
reason is awarded 8 marks.

(d) This question differentiated between those 
candidates who were able to confidently distinguish 
between design and causation. The reference to 
Christianity in (d) items determines the marks that 
can be awarded over all. No mention of an indication 
of Christian teaching or understanding of Christian 
beliefs limits the answer to three out of 6 marks 
overall.

(di) A personal opinion given, with a fully developed 
reason. According to the mark scheme this can be 
awarded 3 marks.

(dii) Three reasons are given, and they refer to 
Christian teaching, therefore can be awarded more 
than the 3 marks overall. 

Award – 3 marks. SPAG is awarded on this example 
as level 3 – 4 marks

Examiner Comments

This example has a ’*’ written by the 
student with an arrow to the next page. 
This is an answer carried from the (d) 
into the (c) space. When turning to the 
next page it is clear that the candidate 
intended it to complete (di). This is 
an acceptable use of space! However, 
candidates should be taught to clearly 
identify where parts of answers have 
been written, both where it is to be 
slotted in and where it is actually written. 

Candidates should avoid attaching extra 
paper to scripts; it is acceptable to write 
'continued on blank pages'.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)(b)(c)(d)
In Section One of the examination ‘Believing in God’, question two was more popular than 
question one. 

Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content; 
this includes the key words which are at the beginning of each section of the specification 
content.

Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their 
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.

The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (di) 
responses. In (c) responses, the knowledge and understanding of the required content is 
assessed. In (dii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects 
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.

The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing the 
bullet point:

•	 The argument from causation and how it may, or may not, lead to belief in God.

•	 The main features of a Christian upbringing and how it may lead to belief in God.

•	 Why unanswered prayers may lead some people not to believe in God.

Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content; 
this includes the key words which are at the beginning of each section of the specification 
content.

This candidate was assessed on their response to:

(a) What does omnipotent mean? 

Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content. 

Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their 
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification. 

Candidates who achieved 2 marks on this question were able to give the glossary definition 
confidently.

(b) Do you think the causation argument proves God exists? Give two reasons for 
your answer. 

This question was intended to assess arguments for and against the causation argument, 
however many candidates answered it in terms of whether God created the universe or not. 
They did not respond to the word ‘caused’ as intended. 

(c) Explain how a Christian upbringing may lead to belief in God.

(d) "Unanswered prayers show God does not exist"

(i) Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion

(ii) Give reasons why some people may disagree with you. 

This question was generally answered well by candidates. The majority were able to give 
reasons why having an unanswered prayer may cause doubt and rejection of belief in God.

1 mark for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPAG).
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(a) The candidate gives an incorrect answer so is 
unable to have marks awarded. 

(b) The candidate gives a personal point of view 
with two developed reasons. According to the 
mark scheme this is awarded 4 marks. The first 
reason is awarded at ‘nothing can start by accident’ 
developed by ‘something has to start if off’ and the 
second awarded at ‘almighty powers’ developed by 
‘such a creation’. 

(c) The candidate gives four ways (with some 
development) written coherently; therefore, can be 
awarded the higher mark for QWC – 8 marks.

The first way is found at ‘believe the same as your 
parents’ ... ‘own opinion about God’. The second 
way is found at ‘attend Sunday school’ … ‘similar 
beliefs to their parents’ The third way is found at 
‘celebrate festivals’ and finally the fourth way is 
reached at ‘grandparents’.

(di) The candidate gives a personal point of view 
with two reasons, and is awarded 3 marks.

The first reason being ‘all loving would answer 
everyone’s prayer’… developed by example of cancer 
and the second one being ‘just a coincidence’.

(dii) The candidate gives two reasons, one which is 
developed and is awarded 3 marks.

The first reason being ‘life not created to be easy’ 
developed by ‘test our abilities and the second being 
‘not immediately’.

The candidate refers to Christian teaching, therefore 
can be awarded more than the 3 marks overall. 
SPAG gains 3 marks – there are some minor errors.

Examiner Comments

In questions where candidates are 
asked to suggest ways in which 
things lead to belief in God, it is 
advisable to prepare candidates to 
not just list features or ways as in 
this case of a religious upbringing, 
but to actually link the features to 
how this actually leads to belief.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
This section is Matters of Life and Death.

In this section Q4 was more popular than Q3.

3(a) What does resurrection mean? 

Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content. 

Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their 
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.

The vast majority of students answered this question well gaining two marks. Candidates 
who did not gain two marks usually gave a definition based on their knowledge but were 
misleading about what it meant.

Many candidates were able to give a partial definition of the word; those who were most 
successful used the glossary definition. Some candidates muddled up resurrection with 
reincarnation.

The candidate gives a good clear definition 
of the key word.

Examiner Comments

In this example the candidate is awarded 
a partially correct answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b)(c)(d)
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content; 
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence, 
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.

The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (di) 
responses. In (c) responses, the knowledge and understanding of the required content 
is  assessed. In (dii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects 
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.

The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing the 
bullet point:

•	 Different Christian attitudes to euthanasia and the reasons for them.

•	 Why some people do not believe in life after death.

•	 Arguments for and against the media being free to criticise what religions say about 
matters of life and death.

(b) Do you think euthanasia should be allowed in the UK?

The majority of candidates answered this question well. Candidates who did less well 
understood the arguments given by Christians against euthanasia and used these, which did 
not answer the question. Many candidates did not refer to the law in the UK.

(c) Explain why some people think the media should be allowed to criticise what 
religions say about matters of life and death. 

Candidates did not respond well to this question and many referred to specific examples of 
where the media had criticised religious people but did not link it to issues of life and death. 
Candidates were awarded marks for reasons such as free speech and public debate which is 
where most marks were gained.

(d) “There is no such thing as life after death.”

Candidates answered this question well. The majority of candidates were confident in 
expressing their own viewpoints on this issue.
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b) This candidate gives a personal opinion with two reasons, one being 
developed gaining 3 marks.

The first reason is given at ‘life is holy and belongs to God’ developed by ‘in 
his image’. In this example it is tempting to say there is an extra development 
when the candidate talks about interfering with God's plan but there is not a 
second reason and so cannot be credited.

The second reason is signposted by the student and is about euthanasia being 
used for ‘evil purposes’ however this is not developed.

(c) The candidate gives four reasons written coherently; therefore, can be 
awarded the higher mark for QWC achieving 8 marks.

The first reason can be identified at 'give their opinion', and a second at 
'people don't have to agree'.The third, 'accept criticism that comes with it', is 
followed by 'good things and bad things about matters of life and death'.

(di) The candidate gives a personal point of view with one fully developed 
reason and gains 3 marks.

(dii) One fully developed reasons – 3 marks.

This candidate refers to Christian teaching, therefore can be awarded more 
than the 3 marks overall.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a)
4a What is assisted suicide? 

Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content.

Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their 
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.

The vast majority of students answered this question well gaining two marks. Candidates 
who did not gain two marks usually gave a definition based on their knowledge but were 
misleading about what it meant.

Many candidates gained only partial marks for this question. Often the definition given was 
one for euthanasia. The elements needed for both marks included (i) one person giving help 
to someone (ii) in order for them to kill themselves.

The candidate gives a correct 
definition in this example.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should spend time 
considering the differences between 
euthanasia, voluntary euthanasia 
and assisted suicide.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b)(c)(d)
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content; 
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence, 
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.

The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (di) 
responses. In (c) responses, the knowledge and understanding of the required content is 
assessed. In (dii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects 
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.

The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing 

the bullet point:

•	 Different Christian attitudes to euthanasia and the reasons for them.

•	 Why some people do not believe in life after death.

•	 Arguments for and against the media being free to criticise what religions say about 
matters of life and death.

(b) Do you think non-religious people should believe in life after death?

The majority of candidates answered this question well. Where candidates did not do well 
they gave religious reasons.

(c) Explain why most Christians do not believe in euthanasia 

This question was answered well by the majority of students.

(d) “All Christians should be against abortion” This question was also answered very 
well by candidates.
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(b) No relevant information was given by the 
candidate; they had clearly misunderstood the 
question and were awarded no marks.

(c) No relevant information given by the 
candidate, they did not know what was 
meant by euthanasia (cute but not creditable) 
and was awarded no marks. If no religious 
understanding is given in the answer then no 
marks can be given for the quality of written 
communication either. 

(di) A personal opinion given, on the 
statement – Christians should be against 
abortion – the candidate agrees ‘wrong in 
Gods eyes’ but does not give a reason why it 
would be wrong in God’s eyes. This is a very 
simple reason and can be awarded 1 mark 
according to the mark scheme. The next 
reason starting 'on the other hand' should 
be in (dii) and can be awarded 1 mark for 
‘decision given to the mother’. 

(dii) This answer adds nothing to either side.

Examiner Comments

The spaces given are generous in size 
and labelled to support candidates to 
where they should answer questions. 
Although the answers are marked to 
benefit candidates, as in this example 
on (d), it is advisable to teach 
candidates to use the correct spaces.

Examiner Tip
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A second example is included to show the full mark response of a candidate. This is an able 
candidate who presents logical and clear reasons.
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(b) The candidate gives two developed reason and is 
awarded 4 marks.

Reason one is found at 'some evidence for it' developed 
by 'clinically dead'.

Reason two is found at 'as the paranormal' developed by 
'continued after death'.

(c) The candidate gives four reasons written coherently; 
therefore, can be awarded the higher mark for QWC. 
The mark scheme awards level four – 8 marks.

Reason one – 'give and take life'.

Reason two – 'sanctity of life'.

Reason three – 'shouldn't go against their beliefs.

Reason four – 'what's best for them'. 

(di) The candidate gives a personal point of view with 
three reasons gaining 3 marks.

(dii) Three reasons given gaining 3 marks.

The answer refers to Christian teaching, therefore it can 
be awarded more than the 3 marks overall.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (a)
This section is – Marriage and the Family.

In this section question five was more popular than question six.

5(a) What is pre-marital sex? 

Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content. 

Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their 
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.

The vast majority of students answered this question well, gaining two marks. Candidates 
who did not gain two marks usually gave a definition based on their knowledge but were 
misleading about what it meant.

Candidates answered this question very well. Where candidates gained partial marks it was 
because they did not indicate that the sex was before marriage and could be understood as 
adultery.

This candidate gained full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (b)(c)(d)
In this section Q5 was more popular than Q6.

Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content; 
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence, 
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.

The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (di) 
responses. In (c) responses, the knowledge and understanding of the required content is 
assessed. In (dii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects 
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.

The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing 

the bullet points:

•	 Different Christian attitudes to contraception and the reasons for them.

•	 Christian attitudes to sex outside marriage and the reasons for them.

•	 Changing attitudes to marriage, divorce, family life and homosexuality in the UK and 
their reasons.

(b) Do you think attitudes to divorce have changed in the UK?

The majority of candidates answered this question well. Where candidates did not do well 
they gave religious reasons for and against divorce which changed the question.

(c) Explain why many Christians accept the use of contraception.

This question was answered well by the majority of candidates. Some candidates read the 
question as 'do not accept the use of' and therefore lost marks.
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(b) The candidate gives a personal point of 
view. With two developed reasons this is worth 
4 marks. The first reason is given as ‘much 
more acceptable’ developed later in the answer 
by ‘no longer ostracised by society’ and the 
second follows as ‘More common’ developed at 
the end by ‘divorced people can get remarried 
as well’.

(c) The candidate gives four ways which are 
written coherently; therefore can be awarded 
the higher mark for QWC, gaining level four – 
8 marks.

1. ‘family planning’, 2. ‘Prevent HIV’, 3. 
‘Unwanted and unhappy children’ and finally 4. 
‘Sex is for procreation but also for fun’.

(di) The candidate gives a personal point of 
view with three reasons and is awarded 3 
marks. 

(dii) Three reasons awarded 3 marks and 
refers to Christian teaching, therefore it can be 
awarded more than the 3 marks overall.

Examiner Comments

On questions such as (c) it can be 
advisable to tell candidates if they 
are struggling for Christian reasons 
to remember that Christians are 
people and all reasons are therefore 
acceptable.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (a)
What is adultery? 

Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content.

Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their 
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.

The vast majority of students answered this question well gaining two marks. Candidates 
who did not gain two marks usually gave a definition based on their knowledge but were 
misleading about what it meant.

Candidates answered this question well and candidates have been better prepared for the 
(a) questions.

This example of a candidate's response 
has been chosen to show that the 
crossing out of answers is acceptable as 
long as the candidate makes it clear to 
the examiner that they have answered 
it either underneath, as in this case, or 
somewhere else in the examination paper.

This candidate is awarded 2 marks for 
this response.

Examiner Comments

It is not a good idea to use extra sheets 
and attach them to examination papers.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b)(c)(d)
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content; 
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence, 
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.

The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (di) 
responses. In (c) responses, the knowledge and understanding of the required content is 
assessed. In (dii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects 
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.

The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing the 
bullet point:

•	 Changing attitudes to marriage, divorce, family life and homosexuality in the UK and the 
reasons for them.

•	 The purposes of marriage in Christianity and how this is shown in the wedding 
ceremony.

(b) Do you think attitudes to family life have changed in the UK?

This question caused some confusion for candidates. The assessment was about the change 
in attitude to family life, not divorce. Whether it affects family life and if it is mentioned 
as such it was accredited. Also attitudes to homosexuality unless it mentioned same sex 
parents.

The definition of a family is that there are children. Whilst we accept that many couples 
consider their unit as a family, for clarity we called them a couple until they had children 
within the unit. Lone parents, with living with or without their children are a family.

(c) Explain how the purposes of marriage in Christianity are shown within the 
wedding ceremony.

This question was not answered well. Candidates either listed the purposes of marriage or 
described the marriage ceremony. They did not link the two elements of the question.

(d) 'Attitudes to homosexuality have not really changed.'

This question was answered well by candidates.
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b) The candidate does not indicate that this is a 
personal point of view. The candidate then gives a 
description of change, not a personal opinion with 
reasons and therefore does not gain any marks. 

(c) In this question we are assessing knowledge and 
understanding of the purpose of a Christian marriage 
and how this is shown/symbolised or evidenced in 
the marriage service. Each way needs to identify the 
purpose and identify the part of the service.

This candidate does not manage to do this and 
therefore gained no marks. The candidate does 
however describe some parts of the wedding service 
therefore can gain level one for description. 

(di) We assume it is the candidate's point of view as 
there is no indication otherwise when marking personal 
answers. The candidate acknowledges that a lot of 
people still disagree with homosexuality and then says 
BUT indicating a change in reasons given:

'sin to be a homosexual

'can now get married'

'accepting homosexuality'

Award 3 marks.

(dii) one reason given – 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

When the specification links 
knowledge to understanding for 
example in (c) it is important 
that candidates can do this 
effectively in answers.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (a)
This section is Religion and Community Cohesion.

In this section Q7 was more popular than Q8.

7(a) What is meant by a multi-faith society? 

Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content. 

Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their 
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.

The vast majority of students answered this question well gaining two marks. Candidates 
who did not gain two marks usually gave a definition based on their knowledge but were 
misleading about what it meant.

Every year the same mistakes are made on this section. The difference between faith and 
race must be taught to candidates as many do not distinguish between the two. Many 
candidates still appear to believe that all Christians are white.

This example was not uncommon 
amongst the answers to this question. 
This candidate gained no marks.

Examiner Comments

Centres must work to promote understanding 
of the difference between faith/belief and 
race/colour. Candidates should be prepared 
to live and work within a multi-faith and 
multi-ethnic society and know the difference.

Examiner Tip

This candidate gained full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (b)(c)(d)
Candidates did not do well in this section. There is some evidence that a small minority of 
candidates did not finish the paper in the time allocated, however, the majority of candidates 
appeared to be under prepared for the questions in this section.

Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content; 
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence, 
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.

The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (di) 
responses. In (c) responses, the knowledge and understanding of the required content is 
assessed. In (dii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects 
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues. 

The specification requires the study of all bullet points. 

In this example we are assessing the bullet point:

•	 Government action to promote community cohesion in the UK, including legislation on 
equal rights for ethnic minorities and religions.

•	 How and why attitudes to the roles of men and women have changed in the UK.

•	 Why Christians should help to promote racial harmony.

(b) Do you think the government can help community cohesion?

This question was not answered well. Many candidates appeared to not understand the term 
community cohesion (despite being a key term). The specification states that study should 
cover legislation on equal rights for ethnic minorities and religions, which was the intention 
of this question.

(c) Explain how the roles of men and women have changed in the UK.

This question was answered well.

(d) "Religious people must work for racial harmony'

This question was answered well.
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(b) The candidate gives no relevant information 
and is therefore awarded no marks.

(c) The candidate gives three reasons with one 
developed and written coherently; therefore it 
can be awarded the higher mark for QWC. The 
candididate is awarded level four – 8 marks.

The first way is ‘allowed jobs’ developed by 
‘men were at war fighting’ (read this in reverse 
order and it is a developed reason).

The second way is awarded at ‘women got 
rights’ and the final way is given at ‘now women 
can become priests’.

(di) The candidate gives a personal opinion 
with one developed reason and is awarded one 
developed reason gaining 2 marks.

(dii) There is no relevant information and 
therefore awarded 0 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates might find that they 
recognise reasons and ways given if 
they refer to them as reason one – 
or way one in their answers.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (a)
8(a) What is meant by a religious freedom? 

Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content.

Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their 
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.

The vast majority of students answered this question well gaining two marks. Candidates 
who did not gain two marks usually gave a definition based on their knowledge but were 
misleading about what it meant.

This question was answered well.

The freedom to be any religion you like! 
This is a fully correct answer which was 
awarded 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates overall should spend time 
revising section four to maintain 
success throughout the paper.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (b)(c)(d)
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content; 
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence, 
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.

The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (di) 
responses. In (c) responses, the knowledge and understanding of the required content is 
assessed. In (dii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects 
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.

The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing the 
bullet points:

•	 Why Christians should help to promote racial harmony.

•	 Issues raised for religion by a multi-faith society – conversion, bringing up children, 
interfaith marriages.

•	 Different Christian attitudes to equal rights for women in religion and the reasons for 
them.

(b) Do you think Christians should help to promote racial harmony?

This question was answered well by candidates.

(c) Explain how a multi-faith society raises issues for religious people.

This question polarised candidate's responses. When answered well candidates referred to 
the areas of study including interfaith marriages, bringing up children and conversion. When 
candidates were not prepared for this they talked about a rise in conflict and often referred 
to racism. The weakest candidates confused faith with race.

(d) 'Men and women should have equal rights in religion'.

This question was answered well in the main; there were a minority of candidates that 
stopped reading at equal rights and did not mention religion.
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(b) The candidate gives a personal opinion with two 
reasons developed. This gains 4 marks overall. 

1. ‘Love your neighbour’ developed by ‘treat with 
respect’. 

2. ‘image of himself’ developed by ‘God within them’. 

(c) The candidate gives two developed ways written 
coherently; therefore it can be awarded the higher 
mark for QWC. The candidate is awarded level 
three – 6 marks as per the mark scheme. In this 
example the candidate muddles race and faith but  
is marked positively for what is written.

One level is reached at ‘cause conflict’ developed by 
‘violence’.

The candidate then changes the answer to be about 
multi-ethnic not faith.

BUT in the middle of the information returns to 
religion – ‘superior to religions’ and gains another 
level. 

The candidate is then given level three 6 marks.

di) The candidate gives a personal opinion with two 
brief reasons:

Equal rights with men

Same jobs as men

Award with two brief reasons – 2 marks.

(dii) One brief reason – 1 mark

'makes men superior to women'.

Examiner Comments

On (d) questions candidates 
should be reminded that the 
question is set to stimulate two 
sides of an argument. Each side 
should be supported with reasons 
and the candidate should claim 
one side as their own opinion.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Prepare to be examined on all aspects of the specification, ensure study is at the 
expected breadth and depth required.

•	 Learn the glossary definitions for (a) questions and use these words as specialist 
vocabulary throughout the answers of all questions.

•	 When asked for two reasons on a (b) question, give two clear reasons and develop them 
to answer the question. The development should be to give more weight to the reason 
given in answer to the question.

•	 When answering (c) questions develop reasons with more evidence and information. 

•	 The (d) answers should reflect both sides of the argument and refer to Christian 
teachings.

•	 Read your answers carefully at the end of the examination, the examiner can only mark 
what is written. 

•	 Make your answers clear and concise, do not waffle.



46 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01 47



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.




