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Introduction
This is the third year that the 5RS02 specification has been assessed. The
specification continues to be a very popular course as teachers and schools recognise the
benefits of an examinable course that both engages and educates young people. The variety
of choice within this specification allows teachers to teach the course that most suits their
candidates.
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Question 1 (a)
In Section 1 of the examination, question one was slightly more popular than question two.
Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content.
Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.
Candidates who achieved 2 marks on this question were able to give the glossary definition
confidently. Those who knew what natural evil was, but could not define it, gained 1 mark
by giving an example such as volcanoes. There were some candidates who had not learned
the definition and therefore gained no marks.
In this example the candidate indicates some understanding of the key term but does not
give a fully accurate definition.

Examiner Comments

The candidate achieves 1 mark for a
partially correct response as there is
no mention of evil or suffering.

Examiner Tip

In the definition of 'natural evil' we would
expect to see some indication of suffering as
well as it not being caused by humans.

Examiner Comments

This example reflects the idea that suffering
has been caused and it was nothing to
do with humans. This is a fully correct
definition according to the mark scheme
and glossary and therefore gains 2 marks.
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Examiner Tip

Candidates should be familiar
with the glossary definition.

Question 1 (b) (c) (d)
This section is Believing in God.
In this section question one was slightly more popular than question two.
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content;
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence,
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.
The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (d)(i)
responses. In (c) responses, the knowledge and understanding of the required content is
assessed. In (d)(ii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.
The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing
the bullet point:

•

How two television and/or radio programmes and/or films about religion may affect a
person’s attitude to belief in God.

Examiner Comments

(b) The candidate gives a personal opinion supported by two
reasons which are “something someone has experienced…” and
“give you a reason not to believe”.
The candidate is unsure which side of the argument they
support and gives both alternatives. Two brief reasons = 2 marks

Examiner Tip

Candidates are advised to give two reasons to
support one point of view. This supports them
in exploring their own thoughts and developing
answers, thus gaining the higher marks.
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In (1)(c) the specification bullet point being assessed is:

•

How Christians respond to the problem of unanswered prayers.

Candidates answered this question very well.

Examiner Comments

(c) The candidate gives one developed reason and
two brief reasons coherently written; therefore
the response can be awarded the higher mark for
Quality of Written Communication.
Firstly “seek help” is developed by the idea of
absolution, followed by the ideas of “test” and “for
longer and more often”.
Level 4, 8 marks
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Examiner Tip

Candidates should be told that they do
not have to fill the space and that full
marks can be achieved within the space
given. They should avoid spending too
long on these earlier questions to avoid
running out of time in Section 4.

This question requires an evaluation of responses to why people should or should not
believe in God, and requires a working use of the key term 'atheist'. Most candidates
achieved good marks on this question.

Examiner Comments

(d)(i) A personal opinion supported by three
correct reasons = 3 marks

Examiner Tip

In this example the marks are gained at “their own
decision”,
“not enough evidence” and "Why is there evil in the
world if God exists"

Candidates should be reminded
to refer to Christianity in their
answer to (d) questions.

(d)(ii) Two correct reasons = 2 marks
The marks are gained at “created world… grateful”
and “you can feel an existence with them.”

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01

7

Question 2 (a)
This section is Believing in God.
In this section question one was slightly more popular than question two.
Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content.
Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.
Candidates who achieved 2 marks on this question were able to give the glossary definition
confidently. This question was answered exceptionally well by many candidates.

Examiner Comments

The response reflects the definition from the
mark scheme. Despite saying 'someone' the
candidate still gains 2 marks for 'all - loving'.

Examiner Comments

A different understanding but
still accurate = 2 marks
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Question 2 (b) (c) (d)
This section is Believing in God.
In this section question one was slightly more popular than question two.
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content,
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence,
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.
The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions of their study
in (b) and (d)(i) responses. In (c) responses, the knowledge and understanding of the
required content is assessed. In (d)(ii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is
assessed. All aspects require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.
The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing
the bullet point:

•

How religious experiences can lead to belief in God.

Examiner Comments

(b)The candidate begins by not referring to any religious
experience and writes about reasons why God does not exist.
This does not answer the question and so was awarded no marks.

Examiner Tip

Candidates must answer the question asked.
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The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing the
bullet point:

•

Why evil and suffering lead some people not to believe in God.

Examiner Comments

(d)(i) A personal opinion supported by three simple reasons.
The 3 marks are gained as follows: “stricter laws”, “awful
things” and “recycled etc ”
(d)(ii) Two simple reasons with one developed. The 3 marks
are gained at the following places: Firstly “evil and suffering”
and secondly “choices” which is developed by “fault of humans”.
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Examiner Tip

Candidates should be reminded to
refer to Christianity in their answer.

The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing
the bullet point:

•

The argument from design and how it may, or may not, lead to belief in God

Examiner Comments

(c) The candidate gives a fully
developed response that answers the question,
gaining Level 4, 8 marks; and retaining the
mark for Quality of Written Communication.

Examiner Tip

It is important for candidates to show
understanding of knowledge gained and to
use it to explain how the knowledge leads
to, or supports, belief in God.
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Question 3 (a)
This section is Matters of Life and Death.
In this section question four was slightly more popular than question three.
Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content.
Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.
Candidates who achieved 2 marks on this question were able to give the glossary definition
confidently.  Candidates who knew what the idea was behind the key term gained 1 mark
for a partially correct answer. The candidates often referred to a standard of living.

For full marks the mark scheme required: (The idea that) life must have some benefits for it
to be worth living.

Examiner Comments

This candidate gained 2 marks for a fully correct definition.

Examiner Comments

The candidate describes a quality
of life rather than defines it and
gains 1 mark; partially correct.

Examiner Tip

It is always best to use the glossary definition.
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Question 3 (b) (c) (d)
This section is Matters of Life and Death.
In this section question four was slightly more popular than question three.
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content,
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence,
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.
The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (d)(i)
responses. In (c) responses the knowledge and understanding of the required content is
assessed. In (d)(ii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.
The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing the
bullet point:

•

The causes of world poverty.

Examiner Comments

(b) The candidate gives a personal opinion
supported by two developed reasons. Although
these are not on the mark scheme they are an
alternative approach and are rewarded as such.
“Capitalism” is given and developed as a reason for
world poverty. The lack of technology in the third
world is developed as a reason for world poverty.

Examiner Tip

The more successful candidates give two clear
reasons. These are identified as reason one
and reason two; or are divided into paragraphs.

Two developed reasons, 4 marks.

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01

13

The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing
the bullet point:

•

Why abortion is a controversial issue.

Examiner Comments

In this example the candidate clearly understands the different
attitudes to abortion and why this might make abortion a
controversial issue, therefore gaining full marks.

Examiner Tip

Many candidates did not understand the word
'controversial' and took to writing about attitudes for or
against abortion, therefore not answering the question.
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The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing
the bullet point:

•

Christian attitudes to euthanasia and the reasons for them.

Examiner Comments

In this example the  candidate gives
two fully correct answers gaining 3
marks for (d)(i) and (d)(ii).

Examiner Tip

Candidates are advised to give three reasons.
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Question 4 (a)
This section is Matters of Life and Death.
In this section question four was slightly more popular than question three.
Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content.
Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.
Candidates who achieved 2 marks on this question were able to give the glossary definition
confidently. This was answered particularly well.

The mark scheme required the idea that the soul lives on after the death of the body.

Examiner Comments

This candidate gives a fully
correct response in this example.

Examiner Comments

In this example the candidate gains full marks.
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Question 4 (b) (c) (d)
This section is Matters of Life and Death.
In this section question four was slightly more popular than question three.
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content,
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised giving reasons and evidence,
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.
The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (d)(i)
responses. In (c) responses the knowledge and understanding of the required content is
assessed. In (d)(ii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.
The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing
the bullet points:

•

Christian attitudes to euthanasia and the reasons for them

•

Why Christians believe in life after death and how beliefs about life after death affect
their lives

•

The nature of abortion
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Examiner Comments

(b) The candidate gives a personal opinion supported by two brief reasons
which are“with dignity” and “freedom of choice”
(c) The candidate gives a comprehensive explanation coherently written;
therefore is awarded the higher mark for Quality of Written Communication.
Level 4, 8 marks
(d)(i) The candidate gives a personal opinion supported by a fully developed
reason, gaining 3 marks for “rape”, ”un-Christian” and “pain in life”.
(d)(ii) One fully developed reason which gains 3 marks as follows: The
reason is that some people think abortion is murder which is developed at
the points “shall not kill” and “only one to take life”.

Examiner Tip

Candidates responded well to this question. It is
important that candidates give evidence that they
understand the term 'right to die' connected to euthanasia.
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The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing
the bullet points:
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•

Christian attitudes to euthanasia and the reasons for them

•

Why Christians believe in life after death and how beliefs about life after death affect
their lives

•

The nature of euthanasia
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a candidate who
gained full marks on this question.

Examiner Tip

It is at this point in the examination that candidates
begin to make mistakes when answering questions.
They complete (a), (b) and (c) from one question and
(d) from another. This means they lose a significant
number of marks.
Ask candidates to cross out the question they are not
answering to avoid this.

22

GCSE Religious Studies 5RS02 01

Question 5 (a)
This section is Marriage and family life.
In this section question five was significantly more popular than question six.
Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content.
Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.
Candidates who achieved 2 marks on this question were able to give the glossary definition
confidently.
The mark scheme is looking for definitions which say '(Sexual) attraction to the same sex.'
The majority of candidates answered this question well.

The mark scheme defines the acceptable definition as (Sexual) attraction to the same sex:
• Same sex attraction
• Having (sexual) feelings towards people of the same sex
• Being (sexually) attracted to members of the same gender
• Being gay/lesbian

Examiner Comments

This example reflects the definition from
the mark scheme and is awarded 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

An example of a response gaining full marks.
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Question 5 (b) (c) (d)
This section is Marriage and the family.
This year question five was significantly more popular than question six.
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content,
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence,
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.
The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (d)(i)
responses. In (c) responses the knowledge and understanding of the required content is
assessed. In (d)(ii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.
The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing
the bullet points:
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•

Christian attitudes to contraception and the reasons for them

•

How Christian Churches help with the upbringing of children.
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Examiner Comments

(b)Candidates did well at this question
overall. There was a good understanding
of Christian attitudes towards
contraception. In this example of a
candidate's reponse the candidate gives
one developed reason.
(c) The candiate gains full marks for their
response which links the ways churches
help to provide a Christian upbringing.

Examiner Tip

Many candidates answered this question with
an explanation of how a religious upbringing
leads to belief in God. This response is from
a different section of the examination and,
although some marks could be awarded,
overall this did not answer the question.
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Question 6 (a)
This section is Marriage and the family.
In this section question five was significantly more popular than question six.
Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content.
Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.
Candidates who achieved 2 marks on this question were able to give the glossary definition
confidently.

The mark scheme required the following response:
Where two sets of children (stepbrothers andstepsisters) become one family when
their(divorced) parents marry each other.

Examiner Comments

This candidate gains 2 marks
for a fully correct answer.

Examiner Comments

A concise definition but still fully correct, 2 marks.  
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Question 6 (b) (c) (d)
This section is Marriage and the family.
This year question five was significantly more popular than question six.
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content,
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence,
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.
The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (d)(i)
responses. In (c) responses the knowledge and understanding of the required content is
assessed. In (d)(ii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.
The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing
the bullet points:

•

The purpose of marriage

•

Different Christian attitudes to divorce and the reasons for them

•

Christian attitudes to homosexuality and the reasons for them.
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Examiner Comments

(b) The candidate gives a personal opinion supported by one brief reason and one developed
reason and obtains 3 marks. The first brief reason is “adultery is a sin”.
The sentence about faithfulness does not develop the reason; it is a second reason but is not
credited as the candidate goes on to give a third reason which is developed. The reason “vows” is
developed by “God and each other happy”.
(c) The candidate gives one developed reason and one brief reason coherently written therefore is
awarded the higher mark for Quality of Written Communication. The reason “lesser of two evils” is
developed by an example of violence. This is followed by a brief reason “in the case of adultery”.
Level three, 6 marks.
(d)(i) The candidate provides a personal opinion supported by three simple reasons, obtaining
3 marks. These are “love your neighbour”, “all be equal” and “freewill”.
(d)(ii) The candidate gives three simple reasons, obtaining 3 marks. These are: “he wants”,
“procreation” and “Homosexuality”.
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Candidates have very strong opinions about faithfulness in marriage but often did not have
supporting reasons.

Examiner Comments

(b) the candidate gives two simple
reasons and gains 2 marks.

Examiner Tip

All topics/key words should be studied to
provide time for candidates to reflect on why
they hold the views, values, opinions they do.
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Question 7 (a)
This section is Religion and community cohesion.
Question seven was significantly more popular than question eight.
Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content.
Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.
The mark scheme required:
- a common vision and shared sense of belonging for all groups in a society - a society
where different groups of people get on well with each other
- the aspect of bonding and togetherness exhibited by races and religions in a community.

Examiner Comments

This candidate gave a glossary definition
mentioning all groups and a common vision.

Examiner Tip

Look for the two parts of the definition
which will make up the two mark answer.

Examiner Comments

This candidate does not give a sense of all people/all
groups in society; therefore is only partially correct.
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Question 7 (b) (c) (d)
This section was Religion and community cohesion.
Question seven was significantly more popular than question eight.
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content,
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence,
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.
The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions of in (b) and (d)
(i) responses. In (c) responses the knowledge and understanding of the required content is
assessed. In (d)(ii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.
The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing
the bullet points:
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•

The nature of the UK as a multi-ethnic society

•

The work of a Christian Church to help asylum seekers and/or immigrant workers in the
UK

•

Issues raised for religion in a multi-faith society.
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Examiner Comments

(b) The candidate gives a personal opinion supported by two simple reasons. The reasons are “cultures
of other races” and “all human beings just the same”. Two simple reasons, 2 marks. (c) The candidate
gives two brief reasons coherently written therefore is awarded the higher mark for Quality of Written
Communication. The levels are reached at “Jesus has done on several occasions”and ”closer to their
reward in heaven” Level 2, 4 marks. (d)(i) The candidate gives a personal opinion supported by three
simple reasons, obtaining 3 marks. The three reasons are “being a sin”, “first place” and “naturally
accepted anyway” (a slightly different approach but still appropriate).  (d)(ii) The candidate gives
two simple reasons, obtaining 2 marks. The reason are “complications between the two” and “simply
because of conflicts".
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Examiner Comments

An example of a near to fully correct reponse: (b) gained 2 marks.
The candidate has a clear religious basis for the knowledge given and
understands how religious teachings encourage believers to act in life.
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Question 8 (a)
This section was Religion and community cohesion.
Question seven was significantly more popular than question eight.
Key words are given at the beginning of each section of the specification content.
Candidates should be aware of the definitions of the key words in order to use them in their
responses. The glossary is found in Appendix 4 of the specification.
Many candidates confused this key term with 'discrimination'.
The mark scheme requires: believing some people are inferior or superior without even
knowing them.

Examiner Comments

This candidate gives a fully correct definition.

Examiner Tip

Candidates' understanding of the key terms is
helped by use of them in the classroom everyday.
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Question 8 (b) (c) (d)
This section is Religion and community cohesion.
Question seven was significantly more popular than question eight.
Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the content,
express their own responses to the issues and questions raised using reasons and evidence,
whilst evaluating alternative points of view.
The examination paper requires the candidates to give reasoned opinions in (b) and (d)(i)
responses. In (c) responses the knowledge and understanding of the required content is
assessed. In (d)(ii) the evaluation of the alternative point of view is assessed. All aspects
require the study of Christian attitudes and teachings to the issues.

The specification requires the study of all bullet points. In this example we are assessing
the bullet points:
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•

How and why attitudes to the roles of men and women have changed in the UK

•

How an issue arising from religion and community cohesion has been presented in one
form of the media

•

Issues raised for religion by living in a multi-faith society.
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Examiner Comments

(b) The candidate gives a personal opinion supported by
one simple reason and one developed reason. These were
awarded at: “same jobs”and “learn the same subjects at
school” developed by an example of “wood work”.
One simple reason and one developed reason, 3 marks.
(c) The candidate gives four ways: ‘an issue’ was covered
in an example from ‘one form of media’. It is coherently
written therefore is awarded the higher mark for Quality of
Written Communication.
The issue is the ordination of women/women priests. The
four ways are: “different people’s views on this issue”,
“allowed to work in jobs like this”, “says treat everybody
equal” and “change people’s opinion of women working in
the church”.
Four ways coherently written, Level 4, 8 marks.
(d)(i) A personal opinion supported by two simple reasons,
2 marks. The reasons are “friends and family” and “a new
family”.
(d)(ii) Two simple reasons, 2 marks. The reasons are
“pollute the child’s view and therefore cause arguments”
and “against God's will”.
The candidate refers to Christian teaching, therefore is
awarded more than the 3 marks overall.
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Examiner Tip

(c) The question asks for ‘an issue’
and one form of media. Therefore a
candidate who gives several issues, or
several examples of media, can only
be credited for one of them.
Some candidates used homosexuality
or adultery as the issue. These are
not in this section of the examination
and could not be rewarded.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a full mark response.

Examiner Tip

The more able candidates this year lost marks by
writing too much in Sections 1 to 3 and running out of
time in Section 4.
Teachers should prepare candidates for the
examination by encouraging them to write concisely
and to the point and not at length.  Using extra
sheets may gain candidates no marks and risks them
losing 20 marks because they have run out of time.
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Paper Summary
Unit 2 covers Christianity. This unit continues to be increasingly popular. Many candidates
sit this unit as a short course because it engages the interest of young people; it addresses
many moral and spiritual issues affecting young people today and, importantly, it fulfils all
the requirements for statutory Key Stage 4 Religious Education.
The unit requires candidates to study the relationship between Christianity and life in the
UK. There are four sections: Believing in God, Matters of life and death, Marriage and the
family, and Religion and community cohesion.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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