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Introduction

The summer 2023 examination was the first full series since 2019, without the support of
advance information. The performance of the candidates is summarised below, with advice
on how to improve in future series'.

Candidates performed at a similar level to previous series' in terms of the questions focussed
on knowledge and understanding only. Questions (Q) 01a, Q05 and Q11 were indicative of
this, where candidates were mostly able to recall factual information from named areas on
the specification. However, candidates need to ensure they are learning named content
effectively because there were areas for improvement, such as on Q18 and Q19.

Candidate performance on questions requiring AO1 and AO2 was similar to previous series'.
On some questions candidates performed very well, such as Q08a or Q16, where they were
able to recall and apply their knowledge effectively. However, on other questions they found
this difficult, such as Q18, where the majority had difficulty in recalling and applying their
knowledge in an effective manner.

Similar to previous series', questions requiring strengths and/or weaknesses had a mixed
performance. Some were answered better than others, such as Q04b or Q17b. However,
some were generally found difficult by candidates, such as Q09b. Where candidates were
able to identify a strength and/or weakness, the majority found difficulty in then elaborating
on this appropriately for the higher marks. Again, this remains a focus for centres to help
support candidates with for future series.

The questions that required a conclusion were at a similar level of performance to previous
series'. Some candidates are still recycling the data/information from the source material and
offering no conclusion, whereas other candidates have shown adept skill in being able
efficiently to gain full marks on these questions using advice from previous series'. Questions
Q04a and Q12c were particularly well-answered in general.

Questions that focussed on improvements again had a broadly similar level of performance
to previous series'. Some candidates were able effectively to identify an improvement and
justify this fully, whereas others found it difficult to suggest a relevant improvement. General
performance on Q08b was better than that of Q13 for this skill.

Performance on the essays was at an anticipated level and similar to previous series'. The
issues and debates essay (Q22) had a higher performance than that of 2019, which is
positive. It showed that candidates and centres had responded to advice offered.
Performance was slightly lower than 2022, but this was expected, given there was no
advance information given to candidates for the 2023 examination. The synoptic essay (Q23)
showed a similar level of performance to previous series', with the AO3 and balance being
the differentiating elements once again and were more evident in the best responses.
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The remainder of this Examiner Report will focus on each individual question and can be
used to help prepare candidates for future 1PS0 01 examinations.
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Question 1 (a)

Q01a required candidates to complete each box with the missing terms for two marks.

The best responses completed each box accurately, which the majority of candidates were
able to do.

This response is given both marks.

One mark for accurate completion of each box.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 1 (b)

Q01b required candidates to describe the medulla during brain development, for two marks.

The best responses gave two accurate points, showing knowledge of the medulla during
brain development. The most common point was related to involuntary actions.

Weaker responses gave inaccurate information or were too vague with their statements.

Candidates generally found it difficult to give two accurate points, but frequently were able to
receive at least one creditworthy point in their answer.

This response is given a mark for the description of the medulla.

Total: 1 mark

6GCSE Psychology 1PS0 01



Question 2

Q02 required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of a growth mindset for
one mark (AO1) and give appropriate exemplification of a growth mindset to the scenario for
one mark (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of a growth mindset and suitable
exemplification. Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of a growth
mindset or neither.

The most common mark was one, which was usually for demonstrating understanding of a
growth mindset. Candidates need to be reminded that using the names of the people in the
scenario alone is not sufficient for AO2 credit.

This response is given two marks.

One mark for exemplification of how growth mindset can be used to
explain the scenario
One mark for demonstrating accurate understanding of a growth
mindset

Total: 2 marks
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Question 3

Q03 required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of the conventional stage
of morality for one mark (AO1) and give appropriate exemplification of the conventional
stage of morality to the scenario for one mark (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of the conventional stage of
morality and suitable exemplification. Weaker responses only gave understanding or
exemplification of the conventional stage of morality or focussed on the post conventional
stage.

Candidates frequently achieved at least one mark but there was a proportion that focussed
on the incorrect stage and so could not be awarded credit.

This response is given two marks.

One mark for exemplification of how the conventional stage of
morality can be used to explain the scenario
One mark for demonstrating accurate understanding of the
conventional stage of morality

Total: 2 marks
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Question 4 (a)

Q04a required candidates to give two appropriate conclusions that could be made from the
data provided in Figure 2 for two marks. A further two marks were available for justification
of the conclusions through analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave two clear conclusions regarding the role of practice and effort in
learning a new skill and then supported this with relevant evidence from the figure. Weaker
responses tended to give a conclusion only. Some responses only repeated information from
the figure with no conclusion, which should be avoided in future series'.

Candidate marks were most commonly split between two or four marks, but performance
was spread across the full mark allocation.
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This response is given four marks.

First conclusion:

One mark for appropriate conclusion
One mark for justification of the conclusion through
analysis/interpretation

Second conclusion:

One mark for appropriate conclusion
One mark for justification of the conclusion through
analysis/interpretation

Total: 4 marks
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Question 4 (b)

Q04(b) required candidates to identify two weaknesses of Sergio’s investigation for two
marks (AO2) and then fully justify the weaknesses for a further two marks (AO3).

The best responses identified two relevant weaknesses and fully justified them. Weaker
responses tended to identify the weakness only or give generic statements.

Candidates performed better on this question than some of the other strength/weakness
questions, but generally found it difficult to elaborate fully on two weaknesses. Candidates
need to ensure they are elaborating on their weakness sufficiently to be able to gain the full
two marks per weakness in future series'.
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This response is given three marks.

First weakness:

One mark for identification of a relevant weakness in context
One mark for appropriate justification

Second weakness:

One mark for identification of a relevant weakness in context

Total: 3 marks
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Question 5

Q05 required candidates to complete the box in figure 3 with the missing stage.

The best responses completed the box accurately, which the majority of candidates were
able to do.

This response receives one mark.

One mark for appropriate completion of Figure 3 with the missing
stage

Total: 1 mark
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Question 6

Q06 required candidates to state one feature for each of the terms.

The best responses gave a clear feature of each term. Weaker responses tended to define
the terms instead, so could not gain credit.

This response receives two marks.

One mark for accurate statement of a feature for each term.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 7

Q07 required candidates to define the term as it is used in psychology.

The best responses gave an accurate definition, usually with an example to show knowledge
and understanding of the term. Weaker responses were too vague or defined reductionism
instead.

There was a fairly even split between candidates who achieved the mark and those who did
not, on this question.

This response is given one mark.

One mark for accurate definition

Total: 1 mark
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Question 8 (a)

Q08a required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of retrograde amnesia for
one mark (AO1) and give appropriate exemplification of retrograde amnesia to the scenario
for one mark (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of retrograde amnesia and suitable
exemplification. Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of retrograde
amnesia or focussed on the anteretrograde amnesia.

The majority of candidates achieved both marks, with those receiving one mark usually for
the exemplification only.
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This response receives both marks.

One mark for exemplification of how retrograde amnesia can be
used to explain the scenario
One mark for demonstrating accurate understanding of retrograde
amnesia

Total: 2 marks
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Question 8 (b)

Q08(b) required candidates to identify two relevant improvements for the test given in the
investigation, for two marks, with a further two marks for justification of the improvements
provided.

The best responses gave two relevant improvements, usually including one related to the
familiarity of the stimulus for Ivana’s patient, and then supported this with justification.

Weaker responses gave one improvement only or suggested inappropriate improvements for
the investigation. Some candidates gave general weaknesses of the investigation, not related
to the test Ivana gave to the patient.

Candidates most frequently were able to identify and justify one improvement or suggest
two improvements, but found it difficult to identify and justify two separate improvements.
Candidates need to ensure they are elaborating on their improvements sufficiently to be able
to gain the full two marks per improvement, in future series'.
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This response is given both marks.

First improvement:

One mark for identification of a relevant improvement in context

Second improvement:

One mark for identification of a relevant improvement in context

Total: 2 marks
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Question 9 (a)

Q09a required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of the theory of
reconstructive memory for one mark (AO1) and give appropriate exemplification of the
theory of reconstructive memory to the scenario for one mark (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of the theory of reconstructive
memory and suitable exemplification. Weaker responses only gave understanding or
exemplification of the theory of reconstructive memory or focussed on inappropriate
suggestions instead, not related to the theory.

The majority of candidates achieved both marks, with those receiving one mark usually for
understanding the theory only.
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This response was given both marks.

One mark for demonstrating accurate understanding of the Theory
of Reconstructive Memory
One mark for exemplification of how the Theory of Reconstructive
Memory can be used to explain the scenario

Total: 2 marks
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Question 9 (b)

Q09(b) required candidates to identify two weaknesses of using the theory of reconstructive
memory to account for Leah’s memory of the event in the scenario, for two marks (AO2), and
then fully justify the weaknesses for two further marks (AO3).

The best responses provided two accurate weaknesses and then fully justified them in
relation to the scenario. Weaker responses tended to identify the weaknesses only, gave
generic information, or gave inaccurate information regarding the theory of reconstructive
memory and tried to apply this to the scenario.

As with questions like this in previous series', candidates found difficulty with the demands of
this question in general, with many generic or inaccurate responses. Evaluative skills in
relation to an unseen stimulus should be a focus for centres supporting candidates for future
series'.
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This response receives full marks.

First weakness:

One mark for identification of a relevant weakness in context
One mark for appropriate justification

Second weakness:

One mark for identification of a relevant weakness in context
One mark for appropriate justification

Total: 4 marks
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Question 10

Q10 required candidates to state two features of addiction, for two marks.

The best responses provided two accurate statements of features of addiction. These tended
to be split between responses such as impaired control (see the mark scheme) or statistics.

Weaker responses commonly gave withdrawal symptoms or offered statements that were
too vague.

Candidates found it difficult to give two separate features, but frequently were able to give
one feature for one mark.

This response is given both marks.

One mark for accurate statement of each feature.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 11

Q11 required candidates to define the term nurture in relation to addiction for one mark,
and then give an example for one mark.

The best responses gave an accurate definition in relation to addiction and then a suitable
example. Weaker responses tended to just give an example with a generic definition, or
focused on nature instead.

Candidates frequently achieved at least one mark for this question, usually for the example
only, with the most common mark awarded being two.

This response receives both marks.

One mark for accurate definition
One mark for suitable example

Total: 2 marks
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Question 12 (a)

Q12a required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of the cognitive theory of
depression for one mark (AO1) and give appropriate exemplification of cognitive theory to
the scenario for one mark (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of the cognitive theory and
suitable exemplification. There was a split between those using Beck and those using Ellis.
Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of cognitive theory or
focussed on inappropriate suggestions instead, not related to the theory.

Candidates who could recall a cognitive theory of depression were able to gain at least one
mark. However, very vague responses, not linked to a cognitive theory of depression in any
way, were frequent.

This response is given both marks.

One mark for accurate understanding of cognitive theory
One mark for exemplification of how cognitive theory can be used
to explain the scenario

Total: 2 marks
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Question 12 (b)

Q12(b) required candidates to identify a strength and weakness of using cognitive theory to
account for Maddie’s depression for two marks (AO2) and then fully justify the strength and
weakness for a further two marks (AO3).

The best responses identified a relevant strength and weakness and fully justified them in
context. A common weakness used was regarding genetic vulnerability. Weaker responses
tended to identify the strength/weakness only or give generic statements. A minority of
candidates wrote about a strength or weakness of cognitive therapy instead.

Candidates found it difficult to identify and justify both a strength and a weakness in context
for this question.
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This response is given two marks.

Strength: No rewardable credit.

Weakness:
One mark for identification of a relevant weakness in context
One mark for appropriate justification

Total: 2 marks
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Question 12 (c)

Q12(c) required candidates to give an appropriate conclusion that could be made from the
data provided in Table 1 for one mark, with a further mark awarded for justification of the
conclusion through analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave a clear conclusion regarding the new antidepressant compared with
the standard antidepressant. They then supported this with relevant evidence from the table.
Weaker responses tended to give a conclusion only or offered an inappropriate conclusion.
Some responses only repeated information from the table with no conclusion, which should
be avoided in future series'.

Candidates most commonly achieved two marks for this question. Those not being eligible
for credit because they did not include an appropriate conclusion, was also a frequent
occurrence.
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This response is given two marks.

One mark for appropriate conclusion
One mark for justification of the conclusion through
analysis/interpretation

Total: 2 marks
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Question 12 (d)

Q12(d) required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of cognitive therapy for
depression for one mark (AO1) and give appropriate exemplification of cognitive therapy to
the scenario for one mark (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of cognitive therapy and suitable
exemplification. These were focused on Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) or Rational
Emotive Behaviour Therapy (REBT) using specific information from those therapies. Weaker
responses only gave understanding or exemplification of cognitive therapy or focussed on
inappropriate suggestions instead, not related to the therapy.

Candidates most commonly achieved one mark for this question, but it was also frequent to
see inappropriate suggestions that were too vague to gain credit.

This response is given two marks.

One mark for accurate understanding of CBT
One mark for exemplification of how CBT can be used to explain the
scenario

Total: 2 marks
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Question 13

Q13 required candidates to identify a relevant improvement for the study, for one mark, with
a further mark for justification of the improvement provided.

The best responses gave a relevant improvement, usually focussed on the use of self-report
(see mark scheme) or on types of Internet addiction. Then they supported this with
justification. Weaker responses gave an improvement only or suggested an inappropriate
improvement for the study.

Candidates found it difficult both to identify and justify an improvement in relation to the
study, with the majority of candidates unable to offer a relevant improvement for the study.

This response is given two marks.

One mark for identification of a relevant improvement in context
One mark for appropriate justification

Total: 2 marks
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Question 14

Q14 required candidates to define what is meant by the terms, for two marks.

The best responses accurately defined each term in a clear, concise manner. There were
many that did achieve marks, but they did not express their knowledge very well. Weaker
responses offered inaccurate definitions or statements that were too vague.

The majority of candidates received at least one mark. Some were expressed too poorly to be
awarded credit.

This response receives both marks.

One mark for accurate definition of each term.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 15

Q15 required candidates to describe the difference between the left hemisphere and the
right hemisphere, for two marks.

The best responses gave an explicit difference between the terms, using connectives such as
‘whereas’ or ‘however’. Weaker responses gave two separate definitions (this was an implicit
comparison, obtaining one mark), or gave incorrect or tautological definitions.

Candidates most commonly achieved two marks, with the majority getting at least one mark
for this question.

This response is given both marks.

Two marks for description of a difference between the left hemisphere
and the right hemisphere of the brain.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 16

Q16 required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of the temporal lobes for
one mark (AO1) and give appropriate exemplification of the temporal lobes to the scenario,
for one mark (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of the temporal lobes and suitable
exemplification. Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of the
temporal lobes or focussed on a different brain area.

Candidates most commonly achieved two marks, with the majority getting at least one mark
for this question.

This response is given both marks.

One mark for accurate understanding of the temporal lobes
One mark for exemplification of how the temporal lobes can be
used to explain the scenario

Total: 2 marks

35 GCSE Psychology 1PS0 01



Question 17 (a)

Q17(a) required candidates to give two appropriate conclusions that could be made from the
data provided in Table 2 for two marks, with a further two marks awarded for justification of
the conclusions through analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave two clear conclusions regarding the data presented and then
supported this with relevant evidence from the table. Weaker responses tended to give a
conclusion only.

Some responses only repeated information from the table with no conclusion, which should
be avoided in future series'.

Where candidates received credit, they were most commonly split between two or four
marks, but performance was spread across the full mark allocation.
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This response receives full marks.

First conclusion:

One mark for appropriate conclusion
One mark for justification of the conclusion through
analysis/interpretation

Second conclusion:

One mark for appropriate conclusion
One mark for justification of the conclusion through
analysis/interpretation

Total: 4 marks
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Question 17 (b)

Q17(b) required candidates to identify two strengths of Mattéo’s study for two marks (AO2)
and then fully justify the strengths for a further two marks (AO3).

The best responses identified two relevant strengths and justified them fully. Weaker
responses tended to identify the strength only or give generic statements.

Candidates performed better on this question than some of the other strength/weakness
questions, but generally found it difficult to elaborate fully on two strengths. Candidates
need to ensure they are elaborating on the strengths sufficiently to be able to gain the full
two marks per strength in future series'.
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This response is given full marks.

First strength:

One mark for identification of a relevant strength in context
One mark for appropriate justification

Second strength:

One mark for identification of a relevant strength in context
One mark for appropriate justification

Total: 4 marks
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Question 18

Q18 required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of Sperry (1968) for one
mark (AO1) and give appropriate exemplification of Sperry (1968) to the scenario for one
mark (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of Sperry (1968) and suitable
exemplification. Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of Sperry
(1968). Some guessed, and did not appear able to remember what Sperry (1968) found in his
study.

Candidates found it difficult to recall Sperry (1968) accurately and then use this information
appropriately in general. Where candidates were able to recall Sperry (1968) accurately, they
gained at least one mark, but this was uncommon.

In light of the performance on this question, supporting candidates in remembering
information from studies named on the specification, and being able to apply this as
appropriate, should be a focus for centres for future series'.
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This response is given two marks.

One mark for accurate understanding of Sperry (1968)
One mark for exemplification of how Sperry (1968) can be used to
explain the scenario

Total: 2 marks
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Question 19 (c)

Q19(c) required candidates to state two conclusions from Piliavin et al. (1969) for two marks.

The best responses gave two clear, accurate conclusions from the study. The most common
focussed on the ill victim being helped more than the drunk victim, and that males were
more likely to help than females. Weaker responses were only able to give one accurate
conclusion. Some candidates gave inaccurate suggestions (such as same gender helping,
which could not be assessed because all victims were male).

Performance was spread across the mark range evenly, with the majority able to get at least
one of the two available marks.

This response receives marks.

One mark for each conclusion from Piliavin et al. (1969)

Total: 2 marks
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Question 20 (a)

Q20(a) required candidates to give two appropriate conclusions that could be made from the
data provided in Table 3 for two marks, with a further two marks awarded for justification of
the conclusions through analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave two clear conclusions regarding the data presented in terms of
conformity to majority influence. Then they supported this with relevant evidence from the
table. Weaker responses tended to give a conclusion only. Some responses only repeated
information from the table, with no conclusion, which should be avoided in future series.

Where candidates received credit, they were most commonly split between one and two
marks but found it difficult to think of a second creditworthy conclusion for the final two
marks.
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This response received two marks.

First conclusion:

One mark for appropriate conclusion

Second conclusion:

One mark for appropriate conclusion

Total: 2 marks
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Question 20 (b)

Q20(b) required candidates to identify a strength and weakness of Ada’s study for two marks
(AO2) and then fully justify the strength and weakness for a further two marks (AO3).

The best responses identified a relevant strength and weakness and fully justified them in
context. A common strength used was regarding using a real gym, and a common weakness
was regarding only carrying out the study at a single gym. Weaker responses tended to
identify the strength/weakness only or give generic statements.

Candidates found it difficult to identify and justify both a strength and a weakness in context
for this question, with the most common mark one or two from those that did achieve credit.
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This response receives four marks.

Strength:

One mark for identification of a relevant strength in context
One mark for appropriate justification

Weakness:

One mark for identification of a relevant weakness in context,
One mark for appropriate justification

Total: 4 marks
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Question 21 (a)

Q21a required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of a personality factor
affecting obedience for one mark (AO1) and give appropriate exemplification of the
personality factor to the scenario for one mark (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of a relevant personality factor
affecting obedience and suitable exemplification. The most common were authoritarian
personality or an external locus of control. Weaker responses only gave understanding or
exemplification of personality affecting obedience, gave an inaccurate suggestion, or
focussed on a situational factor.

Candidates generally found it difficult to recall a relevant personality factor affecting
obedience, but those that could usually applied it to the scenario. Usually they did not
demonstrate understanding of the personality factor fully.

This response is given two marks.

One mark for accurate understanding of a personality factor
affecting obedience

One mark for exemplification of how the personality factor affecting
obedience can be used to explain the scenario

Total: 2 marks
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Question 21 (b)

Q21(b) required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of a situational factor
affecting obedience for one mark (AO1) and give appropriate exemplification of the
situational factor to the scenario for one mark (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of a relevant situational factor
affecting obedience and suitable exemplification. The most common were lack of proximity
or legitimacy of authority. Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of a
situational factor affecting obedience, gave an inaccurate suggestion, or focussed on a
personality factor.

Candidates generally found it difficult to recall a relevant situational factor affecting
obedience. Those that could, usually applied it to the scenario but usually did not
demonstrate understanding of the situational factor fully.

This response is given both marks.

One mark for accurate understanding of a situational factor
affecting obedience
One mark for exemplification of how a situational factor affecting
obedience can be used to explain the scenario

Total: 2 marks
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Question 22

Q22 required candidates to assess social and cultural issues in psychology, with reference to
the scenario involving major atrocities.

This was an extended open response question, with the ‘ Assess ’ taxonomy that targets AO1,
AO2 and AO3 content.

AO1 was looking for knowledge and understanding of social and cultural issues in
psychology.
AO2 was for application to the scenario / stimulus material.
AO3 was analysis and evaluation of social and cultural issues in psychology, leading to
judgements/conclusions of how useful they would be for the scenario given, about major
atrocities.

Assessment of this question was through a levels-based mark scheme where a ‘ best-fit ’
approach was used; deciding which level most closely described the quality of the answer.

There was a noticeable improvement in the general standard of this essay compared to the
last full cohort with no advance information in 2019. As anticipated, due to the lack of
advance information provided, there was a slight decline in general performance in this
issues and debates essay compared to 2022.

The best responses demonstrated accurate and clear understanding of both social and
cultural issues in psychology and considered a balance between the AOs. They made a
concerted effort to apply their knowledge and understanding of social and cultural issues to
major atrocities. They used research evidence to support and refute their arguments.

The majority focussed on content in the stimulus material, such as obedience and
conformity, whilst deindividuation was also frequently used by candidates. For the AO3
element, candidates frequently used Milgram, Haney et al, Piliavin and Asch. Weaker
responses defined the concepts ‘social’ and ‘cultural’ but did not focus on theories or research
related to them. They did not apply psychology to major atrocities and made no attempt to
analyse or evaluate their ideas.

Similar to previous series', candidates still found it difficult to reach the 7-9 mark range in
general. This again was largely due to a lack of AO3 and balance in the essays, which remains
a focus for centres to help support candidates with for future series'.
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AO1 – Level 2 Mostly accurate understanding of some relevant
psychological ideas.

AO2 – Level 2 Applies understanding to elements in the context of the
question, with some logical links and connections made.
AO3 – Level 2 (top) Deconstructs relevant psychological ideas using
mostly logical chains of reasoning. An imbalanced argument that
synthesises mostly relevant understanding but not entirely coherently,
leading to judgements that are supported by evidence occasionally

Total: 6 marks

Level 2
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Question 23

Q23 was a synoptic essay that required candidates to assess Lukas’s behaviour, using two
areas of psychology that they had studied. This was an extended open response question
with the ‘Assess’ taxonomy, which targets AO1, AO2 and AO3 content.

AO1 was looking for knowledge and understanding of psychological content.
AO2 was for application to the scenario/stimulus material.
AO3 was analysis and evaluation of the psychological content, leading to
judgements/conclusions of how useful it would be for the scenario given, about Lukas’s
behaviour.

The best responses focussed on producing AO1, AO2, and AO3 content to attempt to balance
their essay. They included at least two topic areas in their response (the question directs
them to a minimum of two areas), which most commonly included memory (topic 2) and
social influence (topic 5), with development (topic 1) also frequently included.

There was an effort to include AO3, which typically included research such as Peterson and
Peterson, Asch, Haney et al, and Willingham or Dweck. Weaker responses tended to focus on
a single topic area and give brief, simplistic statements regarding their knowledge of this area
and made a limited attempt to apply it to the scenario, with no attempt at evaluation or
analysis.

Candidates performed very similarly to previous series' in general, with stronger AO1 and
AO2 and most performing in Levels 1 and 2. Similar to previous series', the quality of the AO1
and AO2, as well as the presence and quality of the AO3, separated the candidates. Support
with balance of essays and the AO3 element remains a focus for centres to help support
candidates for future series.
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AO1 – Level 2

Mostly accurate understanding of some relevant psychological ideas.

AO2 – Level 2 (top)

Applies understanding to elements in the context of the question, with
some logical links and connections made.

AO3 – Level 2

Deconstructs relevant psychological ideas using mostly logical chains
of reasoning. An imbalanced argument that synthesises mostly
relevant understanding but not entirely coherently, leading to
judgements that are supported by evidence occasionally.

Total: 6 marks

Level 2
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

Be prepared to recall information from named content on the specification, such as the
role of brain regions during development (see Q01b), or studies such as Sperry (1968) (see
Q18) or Piliavin et al. (1969) (see Q19)
Include both AO1 knowledge and understanding and AO2 application where there is
stimulus material/a scenario for questions that require the AO1 and AO2 content
Apply strengths and weaknesses to stimulus material/scenarios and fully elaborate on why
it is a strength or weakness for the study given
Continue to offer a conclusion in the first instance, and then support this using
appropriate data/information from the source material, in the relevant questions
requesting conclusions
Use appropriate improvements that are applied appropriately to the stimulus
material/scenario and ensure full elaboration to say how it would improve the study given
Balance essays using AO1, AO2 and also AO3 content. Ensure accuracy and include the
requisite depth to the arguments to reach the higher mark bands
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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