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INTRODUCTION 

This exemplar booklet has been created using a selection of student responses to the 
GCSE Psychology Paper 2, Research Methods and Optional Topics, examination 
questions. 

The guidance includes example responses to: 

 Topic 11: Research methods – How do you carry out psychological research?  
Along with the optional topics of: 

 Topic 6: Criminal psychology – Why do people become criminals? 

 Topic 9: Sleep and dreaming – Why do you need to sleep and dream? 
The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used as examples of the 
application of the mark schemes in the GCSE Psychology assessment. 

The 1PS0/02 (Paper 2) assessment consists of a written examination of 1 hour and 20 
minutes, which accounts for 45% of the qualification, with a total of 79 marks available on 
the paper. 

The exam paper covers AO1, AO2 and AO3 content through a mixture of question types, 
demand levels and response structures throughout the exam paper. 
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The structure of the 1PSO/02 question paper is as follows: 

 

Calculators may be used in the examination, information on the use of calculators during 
the examination for this qualification can be found in Appendix 2: Calculators within our 
Psychology Specification. 

Sample assessment materials 

Sample papers and mark schemes can be found in ‘Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 

GCSE (9–1) in Psychology (1PSO) Sample Assessment Materials (Pearson Education 
Limited, 2017)’ 
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Command words 

Page 39: Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Psychology 
Specification 

Examination questions will use the command words outlined in the specification, and the 
example candidate responses in this guidance highlight a range of these command words. 
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Section A 

Topic 11: Research methods – How do you carry out 
psychological research? 

This section will contain question types that include calculations, 
multiple-choice, short-open and open-response questions, and one 
extended open-response question. 

Question 1a 

 

 

An AO1 question where candidates are required to identify the correct sampling method 
used in the scenario from the four options presented in the multiple choice answers. 

 

Candidate answer to question 1a 

 

This candidate achieved one mark for correctly identifying opportunity sampling. 

Candidates should always ensure they follow the instructions for selecting answers in 
multiple choice questions: 
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Question 1b 

 

 

This is an AO1 question assessing candidate knowledge of open-ended questions. 

 

Candidate answer to question 1b 

 

This candidate was awarded one mark for demonstrating the correct knowledge of an 
open-ended question. 
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Question 1c 

 

 

This is an AO2 question requiring candidates to apply their knowledge and understanding 
to the scenario-based material. The question asks directly about why Caleb used closed-
ended questions, and candidates are required to make the link to the research that Caleb 
completed. 

 

Candidate answer to question 1c 

 

The candidate achieves zero marks for their response. The first point is incorrect, and in 
addition there is no application to the scenario material. The second point is generic and 
underdeveloped, and is not a reason for closed-ended questions (it could be a reason for  
a number of different methodological decisions). Candidates must apply their responses  
to the scenario to gain AO2 marks. 
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Question 1d 

 

 

This question is assessing mathematical skills. Candidates are required to calculate the 
mean score for the data they have been provided with in Table 1 and give their answer to 
one decimal place. 
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Candidate answer to question 1d 

This candidate achieved two marks for calculating the mean and providing an answer to 
one decimal place. 

It is good practice for candidates to show their workings in mathematical questions as 
there are some questions where the steps in mathematical calculating can gain credit, 
even where the candidate then gives an incorrect answer. For example, in this question 
had the candidate rounded their answer incorrectly to 10 they would not have achieved  
the mark for one decimal place, but if their calculations are shown and they are correct 
then they could achieve the first mark. 

 

Question 1e 

 

 

This question is assessing mathematical skills. Candidates are required to state how  
they would make this calculation. This required candidates to give the process of the 
calculation, rather than undertake the calculation, and assesses their AO1 understanding 
of mathematical content. 
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Candidate answer to question 1e 

 

The candidate achieves one mark for clearly stating how they would undertake the 
process of finding the mode for a set of data. 

Question 1f 
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This question is assessing mathematical skills. Each correctly plotted ‘missing’ bar on the 
bar chart is awarded one mark. Candidates are directed back to the data that is found in 
Table 1 on the adjacent page in order to plot the bars on the bar chart. 
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Candidate answer to question 1f 

 

The candidate achieved all three available marks for correctly plotting the missing bars  
on the bar chart. Candidates should be careful to ensure they plot their charts clearly  
and take time to ensure the bars are not ‘touching’ the next bars as the data is discrete, 
not continuous. 
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Question 2a 

 

This question is assessing mathematical skills. Candidates are expected to give the ratio 
of males to females in the scenario, and ratios should be given in the lowest form. They 
are reminded of this in the question. 

 

Candidate answer to question 2a 

 

The candidate achieved one mark for their answer of 3:1. It is important that candidates 
give their ratio in the correct ‘order’, which will be indicated in the question, in this case 
males to females. This candidate has ensured they gave the ratio in the right ‘order’ 
through their well-structured workings out. 
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Question 2b 

 

Candidates are required to give a null hypothesis for the research being undertaken in  
the scenario. They should clearly state operationalised variables and demonstrate the 
components of a null hypothesis in their responses. Where all three marks are awarded, 
candidates will have shown both the independent variable (IV) and dependent variable 
(DV), and formed their null hypothesis accurately. Where partial achievement is shown, it 
must attempt to demonstrate a null hypothesis, as directed in the question, for any marks 
to be awarded. 

 

Candidate answer to question 2b 

This candidate achieved two marks. Their null hypothesis does not sufficiently 
operationalise the drug treatment group and refers generically to the ‘experimental’ group. 
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They have operationalised cigarettes smoked in a day and correctly given their hypothesis 
as a null hypothesis indicated with ‘no difference’ and ‘any difference is due to chance’. 

Question 2c 

 

Candidates are awarded two marks here for their description of the data. They should  
give developed answers and use the data provided in Table 2. A description requires the 
candidates to develop their point, and in this case that should be a written account of the 
results of the research. 

 

Candidate answer to question 2c 
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This candidate achieved one mark for their response. The mark was awarded for the  
point made at the start of the answer. The candidate has made a second point, but has 
misinterpreted the data in Table 2 as the mean number for cigarettes smoked each day  
by females did not ‘drop’ by two, as the groups were not the same females, so this data 
does not show ‘before and after’ treatment, only a difference between the two groups. 

Question 2d 

 

 

‘Explain’ requires candidates to present a justified or exemplified response to the question. 
Candidates are required in this question to draw a conclusion about drug treatments for 
smoking and include justification, using the results they have been presented with in the 
scenario. The skills of drawing a conclusion and justifying this conclusion target AO3. 

 

Candidate answers to question 2d 

 

The candidate here achieved zero marks. A common error is describing or interpreting 
results rather than drawing a conclusion from results and using the data as justification for 
the conclusion. The candidate gives an interpretation of the results on the first two lines, 
which could achieve a justification mark if it was followed or preceded by a conclusion; 
given a conclusion is required in order to subsequently achieve the mark for justification of 
that conclusion. 
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This candidate achieved one mark for giving a conclusion about drug treatments; however, 
they did not achieve the second mark as there was no justification of this conclusion from 
the results. 

 

Questions 3a and 3b 
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These questions are assessing mathematical skills. 3(a) requires candidates to calculate 
the range for the data given in Table 3, and 3(b) requires candidates to calculate the 
median score for the data in Table 3. 
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Candidate answer to question 3a and 3b 

The candidate has correctly calculated both the range and the median and achieves both 
of the available marks for this question. The candidate has given their workings out in the 
spaces on the examination paper; this is beneficial for candidates and should be promoted 
as best practice for calculations. 

 

Question 3c 

 

 

This question is assessing mathematical skills. Candidates are required to describe how 
they would make this calculation of a percentage in relation to a specific set of data for 
Participant A. This required candidates to give the process of the calculation in relation  
to the scenario presented. 
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Candidate answer to question 3c 

 

This candidate achieved two marks for their response. They have described clearly the 
two steps of calculating a percentage. 

While the use of numbers and calculations may help candidates with describing the 
process, the calculation itself would not achieve marks and is not a requirement when 
describing a mathematical process. A response that gives just a mathematical calculation, 
for example 7 ÷ 24 x 100, would not be a description of the process and would achieve 
zero marks. 
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Question 4a 

 

This question is assessing mathematical skills. Candidates are required to interpret the 
histogram in order to give the answer to the question. 
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Candidate answer to question 4a 

 

This candidate achieved one mark for a correct interpretation of the histogram. They have 
not given their workings out, while this is not necessary here, candidates may benefit from 
doing this as best practice, as marks can be awarded for the steps in the larger or more 
complex mathematical calculations. 

Question 4b 

 

This question is assessing mathematical skills. Candidates are required to interpret the 
histogram in order to give the answer to the question. 

Candidate answer to question 4b 

 

This candidate achieved one mark for a correct interpretation of the histogram. They have 
not given their workings out, while this is not necessary here, candidates may benefit from 
doing this as best practice, as marks can be awarded for the steps in the larger or more 
complex mathematical calculations.  
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Question 5 
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This question is a 12-mark extended essay question that requires candidates to evaluate  
a given methodology, and draw on the example study to demonstrate that they can apply 
their understanding to an example of previously unseen stimulus material. This question is 
marked using a levels-based mark scheme, where candidates are required to demonstrate 
skills across all the assessment objectives of AO1 knowledge and understanding, AO2 
application to the stimulus and AO3 evaluation. 

In this question, candidates should be careful not to evaluate the study in the scenario but 
to evaluate the methodology asked for in the question, using the study in the scenario to 
develop their responses. 

Centres are directed to review pages 3 and 4 of the ‘Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 
GCSE (9-1) in Psychology (1PSO) Sample Assessment Materials’ (Pearson Education 
Limited, 2017) for detailed information about the application of levels-based mark 
schemes. 
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Candidate answers to question 5 
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This candidate has achieved Level 3 in their response, being awarded 7 marks. 

AO1 shows mostly accurate knowledge and understanding of the correlational method  
in the first part of their response, with their point about gathering data to look for patterns. 
They then lead into AO2, giving relevant and accurate application to the stimulus material, 
with their point about comparisons being made in the study to look for a genetic basis to 
schizophrenia. The candidate then attempts to present AO3 evaluation of the methodology 
by using reasoning about how this helps understand the development of schizophrenia. 

The candidate provides a second paragraph that shows AO1, AO2 and AO3, although the 
AO1 and AO3 here could be better developed – their point about cause and effect is not 
developed to show why this may be the case, and their AO3 shows limited evaluation, 
where they have given a point about validity but not fully expanded this. 

The final paragraph is limited AO1, AO2 and AO3. There are inaccuracies within their 
points and they appear to have confused their understanding of anomalies in terms of 
removing participants that do not fit the aim of the study. However, acknowledgement has 
been given that anomalies can be found in correlational data with some ease, which can 
aid in reviewing the data for that anomaly in further detail to check for errors; but only 
potentially excluding this data if there are methodological issues or errors, not because a 
researcher decides to exclude this in order to make their data fit the desired outcome. 

This response would be improved in terms of AO1 if the candidate provided more thorough 
detail, with greater accuracy and wider breadth, about the methodology to demonstrate 
understanding beyond Level 2. The AO2 shows Level 3 application, for Level 4 the 
application would become more sustained if it had been linked more accurately towards 
the end. For AO3, the candidate would need to make clearer and more accurate links to 
the strengths and weaknesses of the methodology to achieve beyond Level 2. 
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This candidate has achieved Level 2 in their response, being awarded 4 marks. 

AO1 shows mostly accurate understanding of the correlational research methodology, with 
credit awarded for their points about plotting a graph to see if variables depend on each 
other; types of correlations; and not taking into account other factors. The AO2 is quite 
limited and evident only where they make the link to not accounting for nurture in their 
study. AO3 is underdeveloped, with a limited attempt made to evaluate the methodology. 
Credit was given for the point about lacking qualitative data (in the final paragraph) which 
was considered to be connected to their point about an interview being an alternative 
(second paragraph, and repeated in their final point). 

This response would be improved in terms of AO1 if the candidate had provided more 
thorough breadth and detail, with greater accuracy, about the methodology to demonstrate 
understanding beyond Level 2. The AO2 shows Level 1 application, for Level 2 the 
application would require further links to the stimulus material to develop their points 
throughout the response. For AO3, the candidate would need to give more developed 
strengths and weaknesses of the methodology to achieve beyond Level 1. 
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This candidate has achieved Level 1 in their response, being awarded 2 marks. 

AO1 shows limited understanding of the correlational research methodology, with credit 
awarded for their points about a positive correlation and quantitative data in graphs. The 
AO2 is quite limited, and much of this is directly ‘copied’ from the stimulus rather than used 
to demonstrate application of their understanding to the material. Within this response, 
there is no AO3 evaluation material. Although there is a very generic point that the 
candidate has attempted to make about scientific data, this is not sufficient to be awarded 
any AO3 content. 

This response would be improved in terms of AO1 if the candidate had provided more 
detail, in terms of depth and breadth of content, about the correlational methodology to 
demonstrate understanding beyond Level 1. The AO2 shows Level 1 application and most 
is ‘copied’ text rather than being ‘used’ in their answer, for Level 2 the application would 
require further links to the stimulus material to develop their points throughout the 
response. For AO3, the candidate would need to give strengths and weaknesses of the 
correlational research methodology to achieve beyond Level 0. 
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Sections B to F: Optional topics 

Topic 6: Criminal psychology – Why do people become 
criminals? 

This section will include multiple-choice, short-open and open-response 
questions, and one extended open-response question. 

Question 6 

 

 

An AO1 question where candidates are required to identify the correct sample size used  
in the study from the four options presented in the multiple choice answers. 

 

Candidate answer to question 6 

 

This candidate achieved zero marks as the correct sample size is 72 children. 
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Question 7 

 

 

Candidates are required to give a statement to show their knowledge of what is meant by 
extraversion. This question is an assessment of AO1 skills. 

 

Candidate answer to question 7 

The candidate achieved one mark for demonstrating their knowledge of extraversion. 
Candidates should take care to give sufficient detail in their answers to clearly 
demonstrate their knowledge of the terminology used in the specification. 

 

Question 8 

 

 

This question targets AO1 understanding of how restorative justice is used to prevent 
recidivism. Candidates are required to give a developed point to achieve two marks for this 
question. 
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Candidate answers to question 8 

This candidate achieved two marks for a developed description of how restorative justice 
aims to prevent recidivism. They have shown strong understanding of the role of the victim 
and offender in a restorative justice process, linking the meeting between these individuals 
to the prevention of reoffending as the offender realises the harm they have caused. 

 

 

This candidate achieved one mark. They show some understanding of the process of 
offenders facing the consequences of their actions, but there is limited development in  
this response. 
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Question 9 

 

 

In an ‘explain’ question, candidates are required to justify the point that they make. Here, 
candidates are required to identify a weakness of increased prison sentencing in terms of 
being a deterrent for violent crimes. They should then justify, such as how or why, this is a 
weakness. 

 

Candidate answer to question 9 

This candidate achieved zero marks. The candidate has concentrated their response  
on the reactions of the offender to the punishment of a longer sentence as opposed to 
explaining whether prison sentences deter people from violent crime. The candidate 
attempts to draw on token economy and, although this is a process of rehabilitation that 
can take place within prisons, it is not related to prison sentence length. 
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Question 10 

 

 

This question required candidates to show their understanding of primary reinforcers and 
apply this to the scenario of Luke stealing money. The first mark is awarded for the AO1 
understanding of primary reinforcers, and the second mark for the AO2 application to the 
scenario. 

 

Candidate answer to question 10 

 

The candidate was awarded one mark for their understanding of primary reinforcers in the 
first part of the answer. There was no application of these concepts to the scenario, 
although the candidate has attempted to apply their understanding to Luke, the point they 
have made about ‘not knowing any better’ is not relevant to the question. 
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Question 11 

 

 

The question assesses AO2 application of understanding to the scenario and AO3 
justification of the points, in this case justifying each reason why volunteering could be 
good for Alexi. Candidates are directed to use theory for their justification. 
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Candidate answer to question 11 

The candidate achieved three marks. The first reason achieved one mark for the 
application to the scenario, but the justification using social learning theory (SLT) was  
not sufficient for the second mark. The second reason achieved two marks, the application 
to the scenario was strong and their justification of using positive reinforcement was well 
developed. This example demonstrates strong application skills and candidates should  
be clear that simple links, such as using a name, are not sufficient as application of their 
understanding. 

Candidates should take the time to ensure they are using an appropriate theory from the 
Topic when justifying their responses in questions such as this. 
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Question 12 
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This question is an 8-mark extended essay question that requires candidates to assess  
a given component of the specification, in this case how well community sentencing can 
prevent Adam from committing further crimes. Candidates should draw on the scenario 
material about Adam, such as the crimes he committed, the sentence he received and his 
background to demonstrate that they can apply their understanding of community 
sentencing in this specific context. This question is marked using a levels-based mark 
scheme, where candidates are required to demonstrate skills across all the assessment 
objectives of AO1 knowledge and understanding, AO2 application to the stimulus and AO3 
assessment. 

Centres are directed to review pages 3 and 4 of the ‘Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 
GCSE (9-1) in Psychology – Sample Assessment Materials’ (Pearson Education Limited, 
2017) for detailed information about the application of levels-based mark schemes. 
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Candidate answers to question 12 
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This candidate has achieved Level 2 in their response, being awarded 5 marks. 

AO1 shows some isolated understanding of community sentencing, but this was quite 
limited and lacked depth or breadth of detail. There is some relevant AO2 where the 
candidate attempts to link to the scenario, but this is not always relevant to the points they 
have made. AO3 is mostly relevant but is not always making a sustained assessment of 
community sentencing in terms of reoffending. 

This response would be improved in terms of AO1 if the candidate had provided more 
thorough breadth and detail, with greater accuracy, about community sentencing to 
demonstrate understanding beyond Level 1. There is little independent understanding 
shown and for higher levels the candidate would need to show that they can accurately 
and thoroughly demonstrate understanding of this form of sentencing. The AO2 shows 
Level 2 application, for Level 3 the application would require sustained links to the stimulus 
material to develop their points throughout their response. The overall lack of breadth 
given by the candidate disadvantages them in application of concepts as there is 
insufficient content in their response for them to develop their application fully. For AO3, 
the candidate would need to give more developed assessment points to achieve beyond 
Level 2. For example, to reach Level 3 they could include evidence about the success 
rates of community sentencing, or research that exemplifies this, as they have done with 
their use of Bandura, where they are assessing a problem with community sentencing. 
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This candidate has achieved Level 2 in their response, being awarded 4 marks. 

AO1 shows some isolated understanding of community sentencing, but this was quite limited 
and lacked depth or breadth of detail, and it features only in the first part of the essay. There is 
some relevant AO2 where the candidate attempts to link to the scenario, which begins around 
half-way into the response, although it is a little disjointed from their AO1 and AO3 content. 
AO3 is very limited, and consists of the final four lines of the response. 

The overall lack of breadth and detail presented by the candidate is insufficient for them  
to develop their assessment fully and they would need to ensure more coverage to move 
towards higher levels. This response would be improved in terms of AO1 if the candidate had 
provided more thorough breadth and detail, with greater accuracy, about community 
sentencing to demonstrate understanding beyond Level 1. There is little independent 
understanding shown and for higher levels the candidate would need to show that they can 
accurately and thoroughly demonstrate understanding of this form of sentencing. The AO2 
shows Level 2 application, for Level 3 the application would require sustained links  
to the stimulus material to develop their points throughout their response. For AO3 the 
candidate would need to give more developed assessment points to achieve beyond Level 1. 
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This candidate has achieved Level 1 in their response, being awarded 2 marks. 

AO1 understanding is not evident in the response and there is no evidence of AO3 
assessment. There is some relevant AO2 where the candidate attempts to link to the 
scenario, although it is disjointed and lacks relevance as there is no AO1 or AO3 content 
to link these points to. 
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Candidates should be guided towards demonstrating their understanding of the material 
the question is asking them for. It is important for candidates to show they know about  
the topic, can link this to the scenario, and can make an assessment of the relative 
merit/demerit of the topic. Where candidates address only one of the AO skills, they 
cannot achieve beyond Level 1, 3 marks, no matter how strong the performance is in that 
single assessment objective. It is likely that this will be mainly responses that present just 
AO1 understanding; however, this particular candidate has presented just AO2 
application. 
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Sections B to F: Optional topics 

Topic 9: Sleep and dreaming – Why do you need to 
sleep and dream? 

This section will include multiple-choice, short-open and open-response 
questions, and one extended open-response question. 

Question 27 

 

  

An AO1 question where candidates are required to identify the task used in the study from 
the four options presented in the multiple choice answers. 

 

Candidate answer to question 27 

 

The candidate achieved 0 marks as the correct response was B, threading beads  
on a string. 
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Question 28 

 

 

Candidates are required to give a statement to show their knowledge of what is meant by 
'zeitgeber. This question is an assessment of AO1 skills. 

 

Candidate answer to question 28 

The candidate achieved one mark. The link between external cue and regulation of 
internal bodily rhythms was considered clear enough for the candidate to achieve the 
mark. Candidates should be encouraged to give accurate definitions and statements of 
key terminology. 

 

Question 29 

 

 

This question targets AO1 understanding of a factor that could cause insomnia. 
Candidates are required to give a developed point to achieve two marks for this question. 
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Candidate answers to question 29 

This candidate achieved two marks. They have described in sufficient detail the factor of 
frequent flying being linked to jet lag and the sleep-wake cycle, with difficulty in sleeping  
at the right times being connected to insomnia. 

 

 

This candidate achieved two marks. They have described in sufficient detail the factor  
of shift-work being linked to working at night and the sleep-wake cycle, with difficulty in 
adjusting sleep patterns causing people to be awake when they want to sleep.  
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Question 30 

 

 

In an ‘explain’ question, candidates are required to justify the point that they make. Here, 
candidates are required to identify what may be happening to result in Malcom having this 
dream. They should then justify, using dreamwork, the nature of how or why this dream is 
occurring. 

 

Candidate answer to question 30 

This candidate achieved one mark for their AO2 application of understanding about why 
the dream occurs. They did not achieve the AO3 mark here as their use of dreamwork is 
not sufficient to provide reasoning or justification of why the dream occurred. 
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Question 31 

 

 

This question required candidates to show their understanding of ultradian rhythms and 
apply this to the scenario of Nadiya needing a break every 90-120 minutes. The first mark 
is awarded for the AO1 understanding of ultradian rhythms, and the second mark for the 
AO2 application to the scenario. 
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Candidate answer to question 31 

This candidate achieved one mark. Their point about an ultradian rhythm lasting less than 
24 hours was awarded AO1 for an accurate understanding. However, the AO2 application 
to the scenario is not accurate as the candidate has talked about shifts and being tired 
rather than application to an ultradian rhythm. 
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Question 32 

 

 

The question assesses AO2 application of understanding to the scenario and AO3 
justification of the points, in this case justifying one strength and one weakness of the 
study conducted by Anton. 
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Candidate answer to question 32 

 

This candidate achieved zero marks. Their first point about zeitgebers is copied from the 
scenario and is not giving a strength of the study. 

The second point begins to identify a weakness but could be better developed to 
demonstrate what is being monitored or why it is a short period of time to do this in. The 
point about generalisability could again be further developed to achieve a mark; for 
example, that the results about the effect of light on sleep do not represen what happens 
when someone is without light for more than 10 days. 
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Question 33 
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This question is an 8-mark extended essay question that requires candidates to assess a 
given component of the specification, in this case whether or not activation synthesis can 
explain the process of dreaming in Fernando’s study. Candidates should draw on the 
scenario material about Fernando’s sleep study, such as monitoring brain waves, brain 
activity changes, or movements of participants, so that they can apply their understanding 
of activation synthesis and dreaming in this specific context. This question is marked using 
a levels-based mark scheme, where candidates are required to demonstrate skills across 
all the assessment objectives of AO1 knowledge and understanding, AO2 application to 
the stimulus and AO3 assessment. 

Centres are directed to review pages 3 and 4 of the ‘Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 
GCSE (9-1) in Psychology (1PSO) Sample Assessment Materials’ (Pearson Education 
Limited, 2017) for detailed information about the application of levels-based mark 
schemes. 
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Candidate answers to question 33 

 



 

59 

 

This candidate has achieved Level 2 in their response, being awarded 6 marks. 

AO1 shows mostly accurate understanding of activation synthesis theory, sleep and 
dreaming, but this lacked depth or breadth of detail and is only evident in the first 
paragraph of the essay. There is some relevant AO2 where the candidate attempts to  
link to the scenario, but this is not sustained and is only evident in the second paragraph  
of the essay. AO3 is mostly relevant and somewhat logical but does not make a sustained 
assessment of activation synthesis, sleep or dreaming. The points made about Hobson’s 
later research, the objective data Fernando gathers and Freud’s dreamwork do not 
demonstrate full consideration of how or why these points form an assessment of the 
process of dreaming as tested by Fernando. 

This response would be improved in terms of AO1 if the candidate had provided more 
thorough breadth and detail, with greater accuracy, there is little understanding shown  
and for Level 3 they would need to show that they can accurately and thoroughly 
demonstrate understanding of this theory. The AO2 shows Level 2 application, for  
Level 3 the application would require sustained links to the stimulus material to develop 
their points throughout their response, the overall lack of breadth given by the candidate 
disadvantages them in application of concepts, as there is insufficient content in their 
response for them to develop their application fully. For AO3, the candidate would need  
to connect their assessment points in a more comprehensive manner to achieve beyond 
Level 2. For example, to reach Level 3, they could develop their point about Freud to say 
how or why this is a refuting point against activation synthesis theory and/or why Fernando 
might be unable to address this in his study. 
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This candidate has achieved Level 2 in their response, being awarded 4 marks. 

AO1 shows some isolated understanding of activation synthesis theory, sleep and 
dreaming, but this was quite limited and lacked depth or breadth of detail, and it features 
only in the first part of the essay There is some relevant AO2 where the candidate 
attempts to link to the scenario, but this is not sustained and is only evident in the second 
paragraph of the essay. AO3 is very limited, and consists of just two basic points towards 
the end of the essay, thus the candidate does not make a sustained assessment of 
activation synthesis, sleep or dreaming. 

This response would be improved in terms of AO1 if the candidate had provided more 
thorough breadth and detail, with greater accuracy, there is little understanding of the 
theory being shown here, and for Level 2 they would need to show that they can 
demonstrate mostly accurate components of this theory. The AO2 shows Level 2 
application, for Level 3 the application would require sustained links to the stimulus 
material to develop their points throughout their response, the overall lack of breadth given 
by the candidate makes the application of concepts difficult for them as there is insufficient 
content in their response to sustain their application. For AO3 the candidate would need to 
give more developed assessment points that have some element of reasoning and 
argument in relation to the question itself, in order to achieve beyond Level 1.  
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Additional information 

Specification and sample assessments 

Includes:- 

Specification 

Sample assessment material 

Additional sample assessment material 

 

Teaching and learning materials 

Includes:- 

Maths guidance 

Topic guidance (includes summaries of studies) 

Course planner 

Mapping document 

Qualification guides 

Scheme of Work 

 

Becoming an examiner 

Working for Pearson Edexcel 

 

Training from Pearson UK 

Training courses for Psychology 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/psychology-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/psychology-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/teachers/work-with-us.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk.html?subName=Psychology

