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Introduction

The summer 2025 examination was the third full series since 2019 without the support of
advance information. The performance of the candidates is summarised below, with advice on
how to improve in future series.

Candidates performed at a similar level to previous series in terms of the questions focussed on
knowledge and understanding only. Questions Q06 and Q14 were indicative of this where
candidates were mostly able to recall factual information from named areas on the specification.
However, candidates need to ensure they are learning named content effectively because there
were areas for improvement, such as on Q18a.

Candidate performance on questions requiring AO1 and AO2 was similar, albeit slightly better, to
previous series. On some questions candidates performed very well, such as Q04a, Q07, Q08a,
and Q12a where they were able to recall and apply their knowledge effectively. However, on other
questions they found this difficult, such as Q20b, where the majority had difficulty in both
recalling and applying their knowledge in an effective manner.

Similar to previous series, questions requiring strengths and/or weaknesses had a mixed
performance. Some were answered better than others, such as Q03b. However, some were
generally found difficult by candidates, such as Q09b. Where candidates were able to identify a
strength and/or weakness, the majority found difficulty in then elaborating on this appropriately
for the higher marks. Again, this remains a focus for centres to help support candidates with for
future series.

The questions that required a conclusion were at a similar level of performance to previous
series. There are still some candidates who repeat the data/information from the source material
without offering a conclusion, which needs to be avoided in future series. There are many
candidates who show a good aptitude for these questions, with conclusions very evident within
their responses. Q13a was well-answered, in general.

Questions that focussed on improvements again had an extremely similar level of performance
to previous series. Some candidates were able to identify an improvement effectively and justify
this fully, whereas others found it difficult to suggest a relevant improvement. General
performance on Q08b and Q13b was better than that of Q15b for this skill.

Performance on the essays was similar to previous series. However, the issues and debates essay
(Q22) had a much higher performance than that of all previous series, perhaps due to the focus
on the nature-nurture debate. The synoptic essay (Q23) showed a similar level of performance to
previous series. The Assessment Objective (AO3) and balance were the differentiating elements
once again and were more evident in the best responses.

The remainder of this Report on the Examination will focus on each individual question, which
can be used to help prepare candidates for future 1PS0/01 examinations.
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Question 1

For QO01, candidates were required to select the correct two responses regarding the findings
from Gunderson et al's (2013) study. The majority of candidates were able to identify at least one
finding correctly from the study, with many selecting both findings correctly.
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Question 2

Candidates were required to describe the difference between the two stages of morality for Q02.
The best responses used connectives (eg, whereas, however) and showed accurate
understanding of each of the stages.

Weaker responses did not use connectives or gave inaccurate recall about one or both stages.
Candidates should always use connectives with these types of questions in future series.

2 Describe the difference between the conventional and post-conventional stages of
morality.

Aot mﬂwai sme Q tmmah .wm '“"oube,u,e

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response is given 2 marks for an accurate, appropriate comparison using connectives.
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Question 3(a)

For Q03(a), candidates were required to give two appropriate conclusions that could be made
from the data provided in Figure 1, with justification of the conclusions through

analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave two clear conclusions regarding how appropriate the tasks were and
then supported these with relevant evidence from the graph.

Weaker responses tended to give conclusions only or repeat information from the graph with no
conclusion, which should be avoided in future series.

(a) Explain onclusions that could be made using the data in Figure 1 in terms
of ho the tasks given to the three groups of students were in

learning a new concept.

(4)
1. Tofs. 0K, ole. 190, €A%y, . aasy.. oM R... He.. MAENES fe 00l
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2 m-}ChSkcymmYquLAPSRG\a\ﬁb%MLd&rid
wnaperopnefe. dus Y80 X . bang. To6 . dippiculs. Wy doer
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poforMant  vaes SOV w6k e ok and e
end & Yhe Wk, Meerefeve Q\nmw\"'ﬁ thatk  ne mqms
Cun be  Made g~ Unolienga cre dos MMy L D
proqveds con al¥d wd g lad O gk - e waida
Wwowd LU ye  peRvarional fronaacode o

vy e
W" tudenh-
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Examiner Comments

This response is given 4 marks:

« first conclusion (1)
* justification through analysis/interpretation of the data (1)
« second conclusion (1)

« justification through analysis/interpretation of the data (1)
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Question 3(b)

QO03(b) required candidates to identify a strength and a weakness of Alessia’s investigation (AO2)
and then fully justify the strength and weakness (AO3).

The most common strength was ecological validity, with varied weaknesses offered.
The best responses identified a relevant strength and weaknesses and fully justified them.

Weaker responses tended to identify the strength or weakness only or give generic statements.
Generic statements should be avoided in future series.
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(b) Explain one strength and one weakness of Alessia’s investigation into learning a
new concept.
(4}
Strength
A eedgm. 1. 0 XON K A AR W COMMCCAINEN. O, BUNGE ...
0 N0 LRGN NOEANY, Y. MO NRAU YO ARG CONUIIS. A HAR.........
SO Gt S Yeaneh, YO CAOMAUNGA. JiALan. ik el G 1 POSBYAL........

B WM.

Weakness
S0 INGOAN0E, ALY, ORGP, g, 302, MAMOMAIA NN .
O NARDIN WA, OGN0 D0 3 oGl MU WA JANG,........
A SN PO, i L SO DA T D00 Wk P ...
SO0 LLMO 2L UL YO, R4 Y000, DN ONECLID. ADSONARY e

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is given 4 marks:

+ Strength identification of a relevant strength in context (1)
+ appropriate justification (1)
* Weakness identification of a relevant weakness in context (1)

* appropriate justification (1)
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Question 4(a)

Question QO04(a) required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of the pre-
operational stage (AO1) and exemplify how the stage could be used to explain the scenario (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of the pre-operational stage and
suitable exemplification.

Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of the pre-operational stage or
produced responses that were inaccurate.
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4 Gastén wanted to investigate what stage of development children from a local
community group were in.

He showed them two circles of marbles, Both circles had the same number of
marbles, but Gaston spaced out the marbles more in Circle A (see Figure 2). He then
asked the children which circle had the most marbles.

00 -
O O g%
0O 00

Figure 2

(a) Explain what someone is likely to say about which circle had the most marbles if
they are in the pre-operational stage of development.

You should refer to the pre-operational stage of development in your answer.
(2)

....m......_...hm:-........Rtn.:n.gi:.tn.&m!........Sm.an...,,.ni......d.c.ueLaamm,\h.,..c.h.i_!ﬁ.{!‘,n..,,.h...n..u,f....nnx........,....,.,.
ek deneLofec  CONPNO RO, S0 163k 100Ky  AiEfecent, ey dawiCin 2. O ..

ohEfc@ak. amewns: Thewfor. dac.. Calditn. W omid . Yaak.  Cirlle A Mas ...

Examiner Comments

This response is given 2 marks:

+ understanding of the pre-operational stage (1)

« application to the scenario (1)
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Question 4(b)

QO04(b) required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of the formal-operational
stage (AO1) and exemplify how the stage could be used to explain the scenario (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of the formal-operational stage and
suitable exemplification.

Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of the formal-operational stage or
produced responses that were inaccurate.

(b) Later, the children were given a picture of a 14-year-old person and were told
they lived with their parents, ate a lot of healthy food and worked hard at school.
They were then asked what this person might be like in 20 years' time.

Explain what someone is likely to say if they are in the formal operational stage of
development.

You should refer to the formal operational stage of development in your answer.
(2)

S Chaild in. ot

bikdy. o Seggesk. a. [@9 Al ansesr . (ol OF arfle ThiS....
fecsor vl gur.... & Gaod. spb.od be....
ey e bmalbhsy...6ad. gy g drecdl o sdoel/ .......

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is given 2 marks:

+ understanding of the formal operational stage (1)

+ application to the scenario (1)
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Question 5
Candidates were required to define ‘reductionism’ and then give a suitable example for QO05.

The best responses gave a clear, accurate definition of reductionism and then offered an
appropriate example.

Weaker responses either gave a definition or an example or gave incorrect responses.

It would be useful for centres to help support candidates with their understanding of
reductionism for future series because a proportion of candidates do not have an accurate
understanding of the concept.

5 Define the term ‘reductionism’as used in psychology. Use an example in your answer.

of.......SOMRA jmu&:& ............ AV DOS CC
PorEs. ... Ao exomple. . of.. (RAUCKUGACS LS

fe hearSald - (Total for Question 5 = 2 marks)

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response is given 2 marks:

+ appropriate definition (1)

* suitable example (1)
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Question 6

For QO6, candidates were required to show accurate understanding of each part of the procedure
of the study.

The best responses gave two clear parts of the procedure, usually focussed on the stimulus the
participants were given or the instructions they were given.

Weaker responses tended to give one part of the procedure or offered vague and sometimes
inaccurate statements, which were sometimes from other studies altogether.

6 State two parts of the procedure used in Peterson and Peterson (1959).

n

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response is given 2 marks: 1 mark for each accurate statement as part of the
procedure.
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Question 7

For Q07, candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of the role of
attention in memory (AO1) and exemplify how attention in the memory process could be used to
explain the scenario (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of the role of attention in memory and
suitable exemplification to the scenario regarding Ronald.

Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of the role of attention in memory,
or produced responses that were inaccurate, such as focussing on rehearsal instead.

7 Ronald was on his first aeroplane flight with his two young children.

Before the aeroplane took off, the flight crew demonstrated some important safety

information. This included where the life vest was located, how to put on the life vest
and inflate it, how to use an oxygen mask and where the exits were. Ronald’s children
distracted Ronald, so he was unable to listen to the safety briefing by the cabin crew.

Describe what is likely to happen if there is an emergency on the flight.

You should refer to the role of attention in memory in your answer.
OAMAAYAN AN ONROA D XWAY. RO UL
NN ANV MANRT NNE L MEAEA...... r........ 1M
D AN W DALY ROV NN, YO MAEL DMV WM
O AN AN RAON. . SN AT B NORANADABA, . ... SOk,
D0 Bgpec . A OKON..... IRAMAYGA. ... WANDNE...... SBOA.. NI A

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response is given 2 marks:

« understanding of the role of attention in memory as part of the Multi-Store Memory
(MSM) (1)

« application to the scenario (1)
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Question 8(a)

For QO08(a), candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of anterograde
amnesia (AO1) and exemplify how anterograde amnesia could be used to explain the scenario
(AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of anterograde amnesia and suitable
exemplification to the scenario regarding Lucia.

Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of the anterograde amnesia or
produced responses that were inaccurate, such as focussing on retrograde amnesia.

Lucia is concerned about her partner who has had a fall and hit their head. They
have been very confused since the fall and Lucia has arranged for a psychological
evaluation to see if her partner has anterograde amnesia.

Lucfa’s partner is given a test by the psychologist to determine whether they have
anterograde amnesia. The psychologist gives Lucia’s partner 10 news events that
were reported on social media since their fall and asks them to recall everything they
can about the events.

(a) Explain what the psychologist is likely to find if Lucia’s partner has anterograde
amnesia. y LNOP UL TY 10 £OVTYY N2 o

You should refer to anterograde amnesia in your answer.
(2)

DLE.. £0... nLQUA.. I IOZUASS....o

e AR QU OUC CATMRIL .. R

.'\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is given 2 marks:

« application to the scenario (1)

+ understanding of anterograde amnesia (1)
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Question 8(b)

QO08(b) required candidates to identify a relevant improvement for the test given to Lucia by the
psychologist, with justification of the improvement provided.

The best responses gave a relevant improvement, most commonly related to the type of test
given, and then supported this with justification.

Weaker responses gave an improvement only or suggested inappropriate improvements for the
investigation.

Where candidates do give an appropriate improvement, they need to ensure they are elaborating
on their suggested improvement sufficiently to be able to gain full marks.

Some candidates gave weaknesses of the investigation, not related to improvements, which
should be avoided in future series.

(b) Explain one improvement that could have been made to the test the psychologist
gave to Lucia’s partner.

Ak about...other. ﬂmrs: ike \dnat sbe did. yestersie

""wlaa. ........ .'ﬂ:u} as.becauvse.. \Macials...padne ;-na:] et w‘}d—n
Vfd(:j 1ach.. ﬁ#&ﬂf]ﬂn fn .50, AP

A&AH@W ,,,,,,,, u]nﬂf E#’{:jd} 5&4’#:7
15, paeve... mmmﬂ a/hd mfmb% oy

amhese. Lxmﬂmf% waill b able +n See
e bee. of...cot-Thas..nall. mc«-mw Vﬂ/:dnfj ?_ the. 4,

d’ﬂf )ledflf\jo(eﬁ“ ﬂmkﬂamde AMILA IR

.'\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(2)

This response is given 2 marks:

* relevant improvement (1)

« for justification linked to the improvement (1)
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Question 9(a)

For Q09(a), candidates were required to give an appropriate conclusion that could be made from
the data provided in Table 1, with justification of the conclusion through analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave a clear conclusion regarding memory over time and then supported this
with relevant evidence from the table.

Weaker responses tended to give a conclusion only.

Some responses only repeated information from the table with no conclusion, which should be
avoided in future series.

GCSE Psychology 1PS0 01 17



9 Megan was interested in investigating participants’ memory of a story.

Megan went into a school in Japan and asked the children to read an unfamiliar story
about a sea adventure that included unknown names, contained unusual content
and had 330 words.

The children were asked to read the story twice and were then asked to try to
reproduce the story the next day at school by writing it out on a piece of paper. They
were then asked to try to recall the story once every six weeks, over a 24-week period.

The results of Megan's investigation are shown in Table 1.

The next day 180 5

After 6 weeks 120 8

After 12 weeks 80 10

After 18 weeks 50 14

After 24 weeks 30 18

S Taber
(a) Explain one conclusion that Megan could make using the data in Table 1. .

Atkec o long. Peciod Ot LuMEe. . UNEQrmakuon
s not ceraned as roell.comparecl tO.. .

mhen b oS Eust.taken.in...Eurdence. .
to.. bmmmgsnstmttn&nextd@@ﬁom
’chf;smraoe,m@tohd,tnerameramtaﬁ

Avecage. . erfors. Compaed to L8 ecrors b
4 weelcs oter.,

Z ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is given 2 marks:

+ conclusion (1)

* justification through analysis/interpretation of the data (1)
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Question 9(b)

Candidates were required to identify a strength and a weakness of using Bartlett's (1932) study to
account for the findings of Megan'’s study (AO2) and then fully justify the strength and weakness
(AO3) for Q09(b).

Similar to previous series, candidates found this type of question difficult. The best responses
provided an accurate strength and weakness and then fully justified them in relation to the
scenario.

Weaker responses tended to identify the strength or weakness only, gave generic information, or
produced responses that were inaccurate and tried to apply this to the scenario.

(b) Explain one strength and one weakness of using Bartlett's (1932) War of the
Ghosts study to account for the findings of Megan's investigation.
(4)

Strength

Ore—shens A shenqth of. using Bamlelt
__________ b accomk for the  findings.is thek they
beth. had  to mmenwe wnfdm:liar _ Shores fo_them,
mmmgmhmdnoprcrimS Kno wiedge abouf -
. Which _could  help alcomt  fo”. Megans.  investgabay
Lol eIl could be  Similar.

Weakness
A wgo\kne“ .....Df' quq BarHeH- o accound ¢or

mean  that re Sudts Ccm[d dt#&’ alot, so %
b onld  nok work
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Examiner Comments

This response is given 2 marks:
Strength

+ identification of a relevant strength in context (using an unfamiliar story to assess
memory) (1)

+ appropriate justification (1)
Weakness

No rewardable content

20
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Question 10

For Q10, candidates were required to select the correct two responses regarding the findings
from Young's (2007) study.

The vast majority of candidates were able to identify correctly at least one finding from the study.
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Question 11

For Q11, candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of how drugs could
be used as a treatment for depression (AO1).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of antidepressants and suitable
elaboration for the second mark. Most commonly they showed knowledge of Selective Serotonin

Reuptake Inhibitors (SSRIs) and their mode of action.

Weaker responses only gave brief understanding of drugs for depression or produced responses
that were inaccurate, such as focussing on non-biological treatments (eg Cognitive Behavioural

Therapy (CBT)).

11 Describe how duugs could be used as a eatmentfondepression,
O ANy apes. Suen s, SSRIS. nelp recik. JRPreSSION

by bocking the. feueraRe OFf SEXoToMIN.Meamng

SAS.orawNd. . ANe. SUNAeTC. 9w £or [ONGLY. .
and.e.mere ey te. pe uaed . Thstherefore

MNC0A.exXPeeNc.ed. . RSSO o

.aﬂ"'-:l;\

N { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response is given 2 marks:

* process (reuptake) (1)

+ the impact of reuptake (reuptake means the neurotransmitter effects last longer which
helps regulate mood) (1)
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Question 12(a)

For Q12(a), candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of a symptom of
addiction (AO1) and exemplify how the symptom could be used to explain the scenario (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of a symptom of addiction and suitable
exemplification to the scenario regarding Jeremie.

Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of a symptom of addiction or
produced responses that were inaccurate.

12 Jeremie used to watch his father on online auction sites. Jeremie was interested in
the bidding and how much pleasure ‘winning’ an item gave his father.

Jeremie joined the online auction sites when he became old enough to buy the items
himself. He has been buying hundreds of items from the auctions and has recently
been diagnosed with an internet addiction to online auction sites.

(a) Explain how one symptom of addiction will affect Jeremie.
(2)

o Sympium.of addithien s Yegasiog Aime . doing 4ua. .

ackividtes to  instead..3gend. Me. engdgung. Galth +he . oacld.‘dam
G0d_uSiNG. the Sulbbwoce. o Aoi0g the. Oy, T3 il odbeck
Texerme. . o.&_,_{,hp. ......... wall. find hsmse\? t&&ﬁ\% Yo m et

a\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is given 2 marks:

+ understanding of a symptom of addiction (1)

+ application to the scenario (1)
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Question 12(b)

Candidates were required to identify a strength and a weakness of using learning theory to
account for Jeremie's addiction (AO2) and then fully justify the strength and weakness (AO3) for

Q12(b).

The best responses provided an accurate strength and weakness and then fully justified them in
relation to the scenario.

Weaker responses tended to identify the strength and/or weakness only, gave generic
information, or produced responses that were inaccurate and tried to apply this to the scenario.

Some candidates described how Jeremie may have become addicted to auction sites using
learning theory as their strength, which should be avoided in future series if they are asked about
a strength of the theory.

(b) Explain one strength and one weakness of using learning theory to account for
Jeremie’s addiction.

(4)

Strength
ol A Koew\?l’eﬁuw}l{mp«a’wmmw PYIRN
........ atdihon i biax VNS Cvppacied. by oo —far emangpl .
ﬁ%&xpm&;uﬁtbﬂimmsﬂﬁsﬁﬁofﬁmm
...... fhfﬁe:fn{*’[tmid,okxmfm/ﬁyﬁug#@avﬂa&éuw
A plmatton.. snoulh e Boadare® ) Ross and. Rosss (4505
Shely inducked bty P (2505 fut soocedbl childos AT
ﬁﬁjmm&ﬁwtg—aﬁxaf%~%am&( .......................................................................

Weakness
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" / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This response is given 4 marks:
Strength

+ identification of a relevant strength in context (supported with Bandura inc findings) (1)

+ appropriate justification (1)
Weakness

« identification of a relevant weakness in context only (ignores genetic factors) (1)

« for appropriate justification (1)

GCSE Psychology 1PS0 01
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Question 12(c)

Q12(c) required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of CBT (AO1) and exemplify
how the treatment could be used to help Jeremie with his addiction (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of CBT and suitable exemplification.
Most common parts of CBT were homework and identifying the irrational ways of thinking.

Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of CBT, identified a number of
different parts of CBT without any understanding shown, or produced responses that were
inaccurate.

(c) Explain one way that cognitive behavioural therapy (CBT) could be used to help
Jeremie with his addiction.

(2)
......... COOMTNE.... PR NANAUN. TN MARY.. NeLE. T CNONGR IR MOUQGT ..
~PPOCRSSES Gnd. peNON QNS I THRIN. _everyday. e SO TN QS
QDR Q. £UNCCICN. INITNOUT. £ £2AIND). NI, 00UEUQAN. o CBT ...
~INILNER.. TRIEMIL. I0...cNANOL. .. NS, TRAUGNT.. PIOCESSES IO
074261 ME... CONSTONT. N TA. D DIACLD £ TONS MM
Shefefre . anange... LS. Lenovicial.. ANA. AENEIGP.. NECITTHE
DTS, L0 A0S QOL I

N

~ < ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments
This response is given 2 marks:

+ understanding of CBT (1)

+ application to the scenario (1)
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Question 13(a)

For Q13(a), candidates were required to give an appropriate conclusion that could be made from
the data provided in Table 2, with justification of the conclusion through analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave a clear conclusion regarding stressful life events and depression and
then supported this with relevant evidence from the table.

Weaker responses tended to give a conclusion only or misread the table, thinking they were age
categories and not stressful life events.

Some responses only repeated information from the table with no conclusion, which should be
avoided in future series.
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alocalhmlnesswhohadexperiencedorwerecurrerpiy

Mary gave the pqrﬂdpants mhk:h asked them about

the type and number of stressful life events they had experienced in the past
five years. She also asked them about the length of time (in months) they had

depressive symptoms.and the severity of their depression, on a scale of
mﬂ indicated extremely severe symptoms.

Mary’s results are shown in Table 2.

0-5 ' 6.3 125

o 6-10 ¥ 124 132

11-15 \y 153 127

16+ 256 129
Table 2

(a) Explain one conclusion that could be made from the data in Table 2.
(2)

‘H,_._ prort Q‘}’n.:uf‘ hFL WM#J o pt(..‘)w\

hﬁdm !‘L\. J e\ﬂ-ﬂ.'-a“, !hq}L a;
}4./,01'-53 W Q\Am';ﬁ“ﬂ ﬂJ H-vvc. {N‘L

s Q-\l:’ st (4 . uu(’ [

AM, c-(wk.ﬁ 25,6 AUk

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is given 2 marks:

+ conclusion (1)

+ justification through analysis/interpretation of the data (1)
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Question 13(b)

Q13(b) required candidates to identify a relevant improvement for Mary's investigation, with

justification of the improvement provided.

The best responses gave a relevant improvement, usually related to the use of open-ended
questions or a more varied sample, and then supported this with a justification.

Weaker responses gave an improvement only or suggested inappropriate improvements for the

investigation.

Where candidates do give an appropriate improvement, they need to ensure they are elaborating
on their suggested improvement sufficiently, to be able to gain full marks.

Some candidates gave weaknesses of the investigation, not related to improvements, which

should be avoided in future series.

(b) Explain one improvement that could be made to Mary's investigation.

(2)
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This response is given 2 marks:

* relevant improvement (1)

* justification linked to the improvement (1)
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Question 14

Question 14 required candidates to describe the function of the parietal lobe.

The best responses gave an accurate description of the function of the parietal lobe, usually
focussing on two separate functions.

Weaker responses gave a brief function of the parietal lobe, offered an inaccurate suggestion, or
did not attempt the question.

14 Describe the function of the parietal lobe.
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This response is given 2 marks:

* processing perception (1)

« processing touch (1)
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Question 15(a)

For Q15(a), candidates were required to show accurate understanding of two conclusions from
Sperry’s (1968) study.

The best responses gave two clear conclusions, with a variety of responses offered.

Weaker responses tended to give one accurate conclusion, offered vague and sometimes
inaccurate statements, which were sometimes from other studies altogether, or only gave
findings from the study.

A minority of candidates used a reverse argument for each conclusion, which limited their mark
and should be avoided in future series.

15 (a) State two conclusions from Sperry (1968).
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This response is given 2 marks: 1 mark for each accurate conclusion.
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Question 15(b)

Q15(b) required candidates to identify a relevant improvement for Sperry’'s (1968) study with
justification of the improvement provided.

The best responses gave a relevant improvement, usually related to the use of a control group,
and then supported this with justification.

Weaker responses gave an improvement only and did not elaborate.

Where candidates do give an appropriate improvement, they need to ensure they are elaborating
on their suggested improvement sufficiently to be able to gain full marks.

Many candidates suggested inappropriate improvements for the study, such as only using more
participants without any clarification about who they would be, instead focussing on sample size
only, which should be avoided in future series.

(b) Explain one improvement that Sperry (1968) could have made to his
investigation.

(2)
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This response is given 2 marks:

* relevant improvement (1)

* justification linked to the improvement (1)
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Question 16(a)

For Q16(a), candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of Damasio et al's
(1994) study (AO1) and exemplify how the study could be used to explain the scenario involving
Marvin (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of Damasio et al's (1994) study and
suitable exemplification to the scenario, which were linked.

Weaker responses gave some understanding from Damasio et al's (1994) study with
exemplification that was inconsistent, only gave understanding or exemplification of Damasio et
al's (1994) study or produced responses that were inaccurate.

16 Marvin is a tutor ing school teaching different languages. He speaks English

but also speaks Spanish, French and Polish. Evéry evening he has
classes with people of a wide variety of ages and levels of ability who have joined the
school to learn a new language.

- _brain.The doctors have said Marvin has damaged areas of his frontal lobes, including
his ventromedial region and Broca's area.

(a) Explain how Marvin is likely to find the brain damage affects his life.

You should refer to Damasio et al. (1994) in your answer.
(2)
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The response is given 2 marks:

« AO1 for understanding of Damasio study (1)
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« AO2 for application to the scenario (1)
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Question 16(b)

Candidates were required to identify a strength and a weakness of using Damasio et al's (1994)
study to account for the findings of Marvin's brain damage (AO2) and then fully justify the
strength and weakness (AO3) for Q16(b). Similar to previous series, candidates found this type of
question difficult.

The best responses provided an accurate strength and weakness and then fully justified them in
relation to the scenario.

Weaker responses tended to identify the strength or weakness only, gave generic information, or
produced responses that were inaccurate and tried to apply this to the scenario.

(b) Explain one strength and one weakness of using Damasio et al. (1994) to account
for the outcome of Marvin's brain damage.

@
Strength
Doumetie>  Oliscoveed Mot Goses, Groated

Weakness Qonted lobe  oumoq
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This response is given 4 marks:
Strength

+ AO2 for identification of a relevant strength in context (similar brain damage) (1)

+ AO3 for appropriate justification (1)
Weakness

« AO2 for identification of a relevant weakness in context (differences in brain damage) (1)

+ AO3 for appropriate justification (1)
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Question 17(a)

Q17(a) required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of the occipital lobes or
another relevant part of the brain (AO1). Then, they had to exemplify how damage to the occipital
lobes or another relevant part of the brain could be used to explain the scenario in relation to
Sandy’s patient (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of the occipital lobes and suitable
exemplification. Other areas of the brain involved in the processes involved in the scenario were
accepted, too.

Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of a relevant part of the brain or
produced responses that were inaccurate.

17 Sandy has been asked to investigate the function of ‘Region G’ of the brain.

She decides to give some tests to one of her female patients who has damaged
‘Region G’ of their brain:

+ Colour naming test: The patient is asked to name what colour they see when
presented with a coloured piece of paper.

+ Recall test: The patient is asked to recall the months of the year in order and when
they were born.

+ Pressure test: Physical pressure is applied to the patient when they are blindfolded
and they have to say where they can feel the pressure being applied.

The patient performed well on the recall test and pressure test but performed poorly
on the colour naming test.

(a) Explain which region of the brain the patient is likely to have damaged from their
performance in the tests,

You should refer to the function of the damaged region in your answer.
(2)
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This response is given 2 marks:

« AO1 for understanding of the function of the damaged region (here the occipital lobe)
(1)

+ AO2 for application to the scenario (1)
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Question 17(b)

Q17(b) required candidates to identify a relevant improvement for Sandy's investigation with
justification of the improvement provided.

The best responses gave a relevant improvement, usually related to the use of males as well as
females, and then supported this with justification.

Weaker responses gave an improvement only and did not elaborate. Where candidates do give
an appropriate improvement, they need to ensure they are elaborating on their suggested
improvement sufficiently, to be able to gain full marks.

Many candidates suggested inappropriate improvements for the study, such as just using more
participants without any clarification about who they would be, instead focussing on sample size
only, which should be avoided in future series.

(b) Explain one improvement Sandy could have made to her investigation.
(2)
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This response is given 2 marks:

« for relevant improvement (1)

« for justification linked to the improvement (1)
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Question 18(a)

For Q18(a), candidates were required to show accurate understanding of each type of clothing
from Haney, Banks and Zimbardo (1973).

The best responses gave two clear types of clothing, usually one aspect of what the guards were
wearing and one aspect of what the prisoners were wearing.

Weaker responses tended to give one appropriate type of clothing or offered vague, and
sometimes inaccurate, statements.

18 You will have studied Haney, Banks and Zimbardo (1973).

(a) State the two types of clothing that were worn by the participants in Haney,
Banks and Zimbardo (1973).

(2)
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This response is given 2 marks:

+ military-like uniform (1)

* muslin smock (1)
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Question 18(b)

For Q18(b), candidates were required to select the correct two responses regarding the rules
from Haney, Banks and Zimbardo (1973).

The vast majority of candidates were able to identify at least one rule correctly, from the study.
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Question 19

For Q19, candidates were required to give two appropriate conclusions that could be made from
the data provided in Table 3, with justification of the conclusions through analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave two clear conclusions regarding conformity to majority influence and
then supported these with relevant evidence from the graph.

Weaker responses tended to give conclusions only or repeat information from the graph with no
conclusion, which should be avoided in future series.

Explain two conclusions that could be made from the data in Table 3 in terms of
conformity to majority influence.

...............

ooadk becowse b WOS o AN GAM TR

a\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is given 4 marks:

« first conclusion (1)
* justification through analysis/interpretation of the data (1)
+ second conclusion (1)

« justification through analysis/interpretation of the data (1)
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Question 20(a)

For Q20(a), candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of a situational
factor affecting bystander intervention (AO1) and exemplify how the factor could be used to
explain the scenario regarding Keira (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of a factor affecting bystander
intervention and suitable exemplification to the scenario.

Weaker responses generally applied the factor affecting bystander intervention to the scenario
only, gave a factor affecting bystander intervention only, or gave generic or inaccurate
information.

RMraua-tMaktmm:hesmm
Veiballyland older students. She sees insult

the younger student and trip him over, Indlng to hls glum bolng smashed

There ardIBISBRSEIMIERIS ARG who see the younger student being Insulted and
physically hurt by the older students and they do not intervene or go and tell a

teacher.

Keiraoes ot go%and help the younger student and walks past so she is not late for
her next lesson.

(a) Explain one situational factor that could account for Kclra not helping the

younger student.
(2)
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This response is given 2 marks:

« AO1 for understanding of a situational factor (diffusion of responsibility) (1)
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« AO2 for application to the scenario (1)
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Question 20(b)

For Q20(b), candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of a personal
factor affecting bystander intervention (AO1) and exemplify how the factor could be used to
explain the scenario regarding Keira (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of a factor affecting bystander
intervention and suitable exemplification to the scenario.

Weaker responses generally applied the factor affecting bystander intervention to the scenario
only, gave a factor affecting bystander intervention only, or gave generic or inaccurate
information.

(b) Explain one personal factor that could account for Keira not helping the younger

student. .
(2)
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This response is given 2 marks:

« AO1 for understanding of a personal factor (competence) (1)

« AO2 for application to the scenario (1)
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Question 21

Candidates were required to identify two ways of preventing blind obedience to account for the
scenario involving the football players and the manager (AO2.). Then they were to fully justify the
ways identified using concepts or research evidence (AO3) for Q21.

The best responses provided two accurate ways and then fully justified them in relation to the
scenario.

Weaker responses tended to identify the way only, gave generic information, or produced
responses that were inaccurate and tried to apply this to the scenario.
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21 Afootball team is in the final match of its season and is trying to win a trophy. The
team is not as good as the other team it is playing.

The manager of the football team asks his players to kick and hurt the opposition
players during the match. He tells them to shout insults at them and push them over
in an effort to win the match,

Explain two ways to prevent blind obedience to the football manager.

You must use concepts or research evidence about obedience to justify your answer.
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This response is given 4 marks:

+ AO2 for identification of the first way (confer - peer support) (1)
+ AO3 for justification of the way using research evidence (1)
+ AO2 for the second way (proximity) (1)

+ AO3 for justification of the way using research evidence (1)
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Question 22

Q22 required candidates to assess the nature-nurture debate for depression, with reference to
the individual and societal impacts of the condition.

This was an extended open-response question, with the ‘Assess’ taxonomy, which targets AOT,
AO2 and AO3 content.

« AO1 was looking for knowledge and understanding of nature, nurture or depression
+ AO2 was for application to individual and societal impacts of the depression

+ AO3 was analysis and evaluation of nature and nurture in relation to depression, leading to
judgements/conclusions of how far each side of the debate is supported

Assessment of this question was through a levels-based mark scheme where a ‘ best-fit ’
approach was used; deciding which level most closely describes the quality of the answer.

Each AO was judged separately and where the components met the requirement for the level
fully (and perhaps has elements of the level above), then marks were given at the top of the level.

Where the components met the level but barely, marks were given at the bottom end of the level.

When a response was imbalanced (ie one or more AOs were stronger than another) a
compromise was found. Consideration was also given regarding this question requiring balance
between the AOs (AO1: 3, marks, AO2: 3 marks, AO3: 3 marks).

This was the highest-performing synoptic issues and debates essay since the assessment began
in 2019. This is perhaps due to the focus on the nature-nurture debate. Candidates find this topic
less challenging than the other issues and debates topics on the specification, such as
reductionism, which was assessed in 2024.

The best responses demonstrated accurate and clear understanding of depression and the
nature-nurture debate and considered a balance between the AOs.

They made a concerted effort to apply their knowledge and understanding of depression and the
nature-nurture debate to how they affect individuals and society.

They used varied evidence to support and refute their arguments. The most common evidence
focused on was Caspi et al's (2003) study. They considered the relative strengths and weaknesses
of the nature-nurture debate.

Weaker responses attempted to define nature and nurture, with little or no relation to depression
or how the condition affects individuals and society.

Similar to previous series, candidates still found it difficult to reach the 7-9 mark range in general
for this issues and debates essay. This was largely due to a lack of AO2 and/or AO3 and balance in
the essays, which remains a focus for centres to help support candidates with for future series.
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Lzz Depression is a common mental health issue. Researchers have identified that both
nature and nurture factors are involved in how it is caused.

As an individual, the symptoms and treatment of depression can affect the ability to
cope, from completing basic day-to-day activities to employment. It can also put a
strain on family relationships.

In wider society, depression can have an impact on many different areas including
employment, health services, emergency services and public funding.

Assess the importance of whether depression is caused by nature or nurture factors.
(9)
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Examiner Comments

This response is given 6 marks.

AO1: Level 2 Demonstrates mostly accurate understanding of some relevant psychological
ideas AO2: Level 2 Applies understanding to elements in the context of the question, with
some logical links and connections made AO3: Level 2 Deconstructs relevant psychological
ideas using mostly logical chains of reasoning.

An imbalanced argument that synthesises mostly relevant understanding but not entirely
coherently, leading to judgements that are supported by evidence occasionally

Overall: Level 2

Total: 6 marks
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Question 23

Q23 was a synoptic essay that required candidates to assess Giovanni's behaviour, using two
areas of psychology that they had studied. This was an extended open-response question with
the ‘Assess’ taxonomy, which targets AO1, AO2 and AO3 content.

« AO1 was looking for knowledge and understanding of psychological content
+ AO2 was looking for application to the scenario/stimulus material

+ AO3 was analysis and evaluation of the psychological content, leading to
judgements/conclusions of how useful it would be for the scenario given about the Giovanni's
behaviour

Each AO was judged separately and where the components met the requirement for the level
fully (and perhaps had elements of the level above), then marks were given at the top of the level.

Where the components met the level but barely, marks were given at the bottom end of the level.

When a response was imbalanced (ie one or more AOs were stronger than another) a
compromise was found.

Consideration was also given regarding this question requiring balance between the AOs (AO1: 3,
AO2: 3, AO3: 3).

The best responses focussed on producing AO1, AO2, and AO3 content to attempt to balance
their essay. They included at least two topic areas in their response (the question directs them to
a minimum of two areas), which most commonly included social influence (topic 5) and memory
(topic 2).

There was an effort to include AO3, which typically included research such as Peterson and
Peterson, Asch, and Piliavin et al. As with previous series, weaker responses tended to focus on a
single topic area and gave brief, simplistic statements regarding their knowledge of this area.
They made a limited attempt to apply it to the scenario, with no attempt at evaluation or analysis.

Candidates performed similarly to previous series in general, with stronger AO1 and AO2 and
most performing in Levels 1 and 2.

Similar to previous series, the quality of the AO1 and AO2, as well as the presence and quality of
the AO3, separated the candidates.

Support with balance of essays and the AO3 element remains a focus for centres to help support
candidates with for future series.
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Lﬂ Giovanni was at school at lunchtime when his friend asked him if he was going to
the concert of their favourite band the following summer. Giovanni said he had figiy

friend said

Giovanni went to his local shop and was successful in getting a

del deliver news to the s

Assess Giovanni's behaviour using twe areas of psychology that you have studied.
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This response is given 7 marks.

AO1: Level 3 Demonstrates accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding of
relevant psychological ideas

AO2: Level 3 Applies understanding to elements in the context of the question to provide
sustained linkage and logical connections throughout

AO3: Level 2 Deconstructs relevant psychological ideas using mostly logical chains of
reasoning.

An imbalanced argument that synthesises mostly relevant understanding but not entirely
coherently, leading to judgements that are supported by evidence occasionally

Overall: Level 3

Total: 7 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

* Be prepared to recall information from named content on the specification, such as studies
like Young et al (2007) (Q10), Sperry (1968) (Q15), Damasio et al (1994) (Q16), and Haney et al
(1973) (Q18)

* Include both AO1 knowledge and understanding and AO2 application where there is stimulus
material/a scenario for questions that require the AO1 and AO2 content. Read these
questions very carefully and offer material related to the question asked

+ Apply strengths and weaknesses to stimulus material/scenarios and elaborate fully on why it
is a strength or weakness for the study given

+ Continue to offer a conclusion in the first instance and then support this using appropriate
data/information from the source material in the relevant questions requesting conclusions

+ Use appropriate improvements that are applied appropriately to the stimulus
material/scenario and ensure full elaboration to say how it would improve the study given.
Avoid pre-learned improvements because these may not be relevant to the scenario provided

* Balance essays using AO1, AO2 and also AO3 content. Ensure accuracy and include the
requisite depth to the arguments to reach the higher mark bands
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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