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Introduction

The summer 2024 examination was the second full series since 2019 without the support of
advance information. The performance of the candidates is summarised below, with advice
on how to improve in future series'.

Candidates performed at a similar level, albeit slightly better, to previous series' in terms of
the questions focused on knowledge and understanding only. Questions (Q) 01a, 01b, 16, 21
and 22b were indicative of this where candidates were usually able to recall factual
information from named areas on the specification. However, candidates need to ensure
they are learning named content effectively because there were areas for improvement, such
ason Q12aand Q12b.

Candidate performance on questions requiring AO1 and AO2 was very similar to previous
series'. On some questions, candidates performed very well, such as Q04a, Q10 or Q13,
where they were able to recall and apply their knowledge effectively. However, on other
guestions they found this difficult, such as Q15a or Q20, where the majority had difficulty in
both recalling and applying their knowledge in an effective manner.

Similar to previous series', questions requiring strengths and/or weaknesses had a mixed
performance. Some were answered better than others, such as Q04b or Q09b. However,
some were generally found difficult by candidates, such as Q23b. Where candidates were
able to identify a strength and/or weakness, the majority found difficulty in then elaborating
on this appropriately for the higher marks. Again, this remains a focus for centres to help
support candidates with, for future series'.

The questions that required a conclusion were at a higher level of performance to previous
series', which was pleasing. Whilst some candidates were still recycling the data/information
from the source material and offering no conclusion, the majority of candidates showed a
greater aptitude in being able to gain marks efficiently on these questions using advice from
previous series'. Q11a was particularly well-answered in general.

Questions that focused on improvements again had a broadly similar level of performance to
previous series', albeit slightly better this series. Some candidates were able to identify
effectively an improvement and justify this fully, whereas others found it difficult to suggest a
relevant improvement. General performance on Q11b was better than that of Q5b or Q18b
for this skill.

Performance on the essays was at an anticipated level and similar to previous series'. The
issues and debates essay (Q26) had a lower performance than that of 2023 due to the focus
on a more difficult concept of reductionism. The synoptic essay (Q27) showed a similar level
of performance to previous series', with the AO3 and balance being the differentiating
elements once again and were more evident in the best responses.
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The remainder of this Examiner Report will focus on each individual question, which can be
used to help prepare candidates for future 1PS0/01 examinations.
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Question 1 (a)
Candidates were required to define accurately the sensorimotor stage for Q01a.

The best responses gave an accurate definition of the stage, with weaker responses defining
a different stage or giving an inaccurate definition. The most common focus was the age
range of the stage.

1 Define what is meant by the following stages of Piaget’s Theory of
Cognitive Development.

(a) Sensorimotor stage

/“Nr,ﬁmnsmmabxa Cﬁ*lﬁgtfb’d'bmjﬂd’
Gﬂ&v\‘mdwﬂ\grvmb- I\ 15 Gun by o 2

........... MFD\QW(&NMM{E'MMN %iﬂﬂwoﬁktusﬁw
w%cmfrmrh .......... 6 ....................................................

AN

iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response is given the mark for knowledge of the sensorimotor
stage.

Total: 1 mark
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Question 1 (b)
For QO01b, candidates were required to define accurately the concrete operational stage.

Similar to Q01a, the best responses gave an accurate definition of the stage, with weaker
responses defining a different stage or giving an inaccurate definition. As with Q01a, the
most common focus was the age range of the stage.

(b) Concrete operational stage

......... ?\mewuﬂme@mﬁm,@m&m\ﬁum%mMu\ams

N { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response is given the mark for knowledge of the concrete
operational stage.

Total: 1 mark
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Question 3

Q03 required candidates to demonstrate accurate understanding of Piaget's theory (AO1)
and exemplify how the theory could be used to explain the scenario (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of Piaget's theory and suitable
exemplification. Most candidates focused on schemas, with a small minority focusing on

animism.

Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of Piaget's theory or produced
responses that were inaccurate.

3 Shannon is 3 years old.and is in the park with her mum. She sees a bird flying over
them. Her mum says, ‘bird’ and Shannon repeats this.

The next day, Shannon is in the park with her dad and sees an aeroplane in the sky.
She points at the aeroplane and says, 'bird?’ to her dad. Her dad smiles and says, ‘No,
that is an aeroplane! o

—

Explain why Shannon mistakenly thought the aeroplane was a bird.

You should refer to Piaget's Theory of Cognitive Development in your answer.

(2)
- Ascodine . Liageh's Bueoxa  of coQoitive . Aerdeprnent. . O
....... Sc\\emmtsaguﬁae\rmkgmtmmmﬁmfmmedba?exs.nml
..... e NES . T SO0 S SONRIAON .. O oA ke
Lfles in. Yhe . sdhemon.. NI a5 ooy Sne Eneught
~Xe....aecp\ane, ... 080 blfdﬁn&ﬁh&&ﬂ&ﬂﬁlr\g
.......... S

N

¢ { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for:

e the understanding of the theory (1)
e application of the theory to the scenario in an appropriate way (1)

Total: 2 marks
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Question 4 (a)

For Q04a, candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of Carol Dweck’s
mindset theory (AO1) and exemplify how the theory could be used to explain the scenario
(AO2).

Similar to previous series', candidates found this type of question difficult. The best
responses gave both appropriate understanding of a fixed mindset and suitable
exemplification to the scenario regarding Sara.

Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of Carol Dweck’s mindset
theory, usually only stating what a fixed mindset was, without application, or produced
responses that were inaccurate.
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4 Sarais at home with her father. She is trying to read a book given to her by her
teacher but is finding a lot of the words difficult to read. Sara stops reading after the
first page and says to her father that there is no point continuing as she will never
understand the words. —2 X ech -

Later, Sara is trying to help her father by doing some digging in the garden. Her
father had previously told her that she was good at digging. However, when the
digging becomes difficult, Sara stops and goes inside the house.

(a) Explain what Sara choosing to stop reading and digging shows about
her mindset.

You should refer to Carol Dweck’s mindset theory in your answer.
(2)

PN SO0 Sxopped. ren NG, aNCh. AIOOINOL A
e SNOWE O SV MOS0 SROA . MALNOSRY. AW

e a0y aWNANNGeE * yrerids WS
LAWY fowd A0 DA s O et manol

O NNOR.OKRUY O VR up e ety

’ ‘ AVNQNAY
ARG (L ORCONRR T MRy belevR
obirey oVt PNLOA Y oACh CONNY VI

A RWANMANION °

Z ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for:

e the understanding of the theory (1)
e application of the theory to the scenario in an appropriate way (1)

Total: 2 marks
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates were required to identify a strength and a weakness of using Carol Dweck’s
mindset theory to account for Sara’s choosing to stop reading and digging (AO2) and then
fully justify the strength and weakness (AO3) for Q04b.

The best responses provided an accurate strength and weakness and then justified them
fully in relation to the scenario. Weaker responses tended to identify the strength and/or
weakness only, gave generic information, or produced responses that were inaccurate and
tried to apply this to the scenario.

GCSE Psychology 1PS0 01 10



(b) Explain one strength and one weakness of using Carol Dweck’s mindset theory to éi‘:"dj

account for Sara ch6osing to stop reading and digging. € Pies
(4)
Strength

m;\(m%mx,s%m% ........ 9 meekistheq(«ﬁis.

....5mual‘h.......mmd:&k......,)p........c,aﬂh.au*ﬁm._..__..am.d.....,,.,|m.f,rfé?.rfe,,.,......nn....rmdﬁ/zg............axd.....drgﬁ.'rg..

Weakness

...... M{S.sudq 0f......c a;hcl,e...,.,,.,.,.que.ﬂwn.mg.........c.uhelﬂm........heifmi@......
OO MR ALY o TS S Uakn e }o .accoutt_for....

If(--f\\ﬁ\‘\ﬂ.Smgan’]mxﬂd&f&;&hemuﬂ*kg
....... Qb\ia}vtwmyalae{ab;[fhéj

Z ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for a fully-justified strength and
weakness applied to the scenario in an appropriate way.

Total: 4 marks

P
T\ Resut-Pus

Avoid generic statements

Fully justify the strengths and weaknesses, as this response has done
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Question 5 (a)

For Q05a, candidates were required to give an appropriate conclusion that could be made
from the data provided in Table 1, with justification of the conclusion through
analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave a clear conclusion regarding the cognitive development of the
children and then supported this with relevant evidence from the table.

Weaker responses tended to give a conclusion only. Some responses only repeated
information from the table with no conclusion, which should be avoided in future series'.

(a) Explain one conclusion you could make regarding the cognitive development of

the children using the data from Table 1.
(2)

A5 ol % ineded Arexr  dwilored heen- okion, W Fhey ton
e.rw,'s.'mm} meﬁﬂr Persen's '_k.f_f_'_w-'Fb‘m'r-, L’Silt;l'ﬂ')? cﬂo\m we Lon See b'dﬂ
MM{ % fdlh ul'\a .50‘1‘)‘5"&?'1':_“ Ay B(HLJ-J% %M (1_ A}' ;U«e /&-cwl" L\ncarrm)_“

0.74em.. 'lE) (BWSQU) 1’0.5“”'-4?#59'4’)) Jzam Ko ?_"5

\

Y /\, ResultsPlus
/‘--. Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for an appropriate conclusion and
justification.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 5 (b)

QO5b required candidates to identify a relevant improvement for Leanne’s investigation, with
justification of the improvement provided.

The best responses gave a relevant improvement, usually related to the sample of children
used, and then supported this with justification.

Weaker responses gave an improvement only or suggested inappropriate improvements for
the investigation. Where candidates do give an appropriate improvement, they need to
ensure they are elaborating on their suggested improvement sufficiently to be able to gain
full marks.

Some candidates gave weaknesses of the investigation, not related to improvements, which
should be avoided in future series'.

%%In one lmprovement that Leanne could Fave made to f h‘;ﬁiﬁtigatlon kj‘é[i’j‘ bYdS
(2)

Leanne could have wed o T h&ghtr In.

tthm \%QQO ged. negrad Q%'

| Ureast the
(e ulko ay the tagr

fletve ot every

(Total for Question 5 = 4 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 16 MARKS

y (: ResultsPlus

/--. Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for an appropriate improvement and
justification.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 8

Candidates were required to describe the sensory register for Q08.

The best responses gave an accurate definition of sensory register in relation to the multi-
store model.

Weaker responses defined a part of the theory or gave an inaccurate description, such as
stating attention was needed for information to enter sensory memory or that rehearsal was
needed for it to be transferred to short-term memory.

8 The'sensory register’ is included in the Multi-store Model of Memory.
Describe the 'sensory register’ as part of the Multi-store Model of Memory.

(Total for Question 8 = 2 marks)

%{ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for an accurate description of the
sensory register.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 9 (a)

For Q09a, candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of the theory of
reconstructive memory (AO1) and exemplify how the theory could be used to explain the
scenario (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of reconstructive memory theory
and suitable exemplification to the scenario regarding Simon'’s students.

Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of reconstructive memory
theory, or produced responses that were inaccurate.
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9 Simon is investigating the memory of his students. He shows his students 6 words
for 15 seconds as a group. Simon removes the words and asks his students to try and
remember them.

After 30 minutes, Simon asks his students to try and recall the words.

Simon's word list is shown in Figure 1.

Acid Unripe Lemon
Bitter Sharp Tart
Figure 1

Simon finds that some of his students recalled the word ‘sour’ as part of their list
of words.

(a) Explain why some of the students have recalled the word ‘sour’ when recalling the
word list.

You should refer to the Theory of Reconstructive Memory in your answer.
(2)

......... MWW&M Thet..sa WM.&‘

|

iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for the understanding of the theory
and application of the theory to the scenario in an appropriate way.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 9 (b)

QO09b required candidates to identify a strength and a weakness of Simon'’s investigation
(AO2) and then fully justify the strength and weakness (AO3).

The best responses identified a relevant strength and weaknesses and fully justified them. A
common example of a strength was standardisation with varied weaknesses offered.

Weaker responses tended to identify the strength or weakness only or give generic
statements. Generic statements should be avoided in future series'.

(b) Explain one strength and one weakness of Simon's investigation.
(4)

Strength

SOLQFQCU‘ ed U~ ordo— Fo  rotest '(’L:.i

~eSUTlH, O A b o8

This response is given full marks for a fully justified strength and
weakness, applied to the scenario in an appropriate way.

Total: 4 marks
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Question 10

For Q10, candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of the multi-store
model of memory (AO1) and exemplify how the theory could be used to explain the scenario
(AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of the multi-store model of
memory, usually focusing on the role of rehearsal for long-term memory, and suitable
exemplification to the scenario regarding Jack and his little brother.

Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of the multi-store model of
memory or produced responses that were inaccurate.

10 Jack is trying to help his little brother remember the names of football players in their
favourite football team.

He reads out three names of players and asks his brother to say them back to him out
loud. Jack does this until he has gone through the whole squad of football players.

Over the next week, Jack repeats this process every day with his little brother.

Explain what Jack is likely to find regarding his little brother’s memory of the
football players.

You should refer to the Multi-store Model of Memory in your answer.
TN f-f.—?MrD
Nmasmamr-km&.swﬁm ...... FRORUSEN (.o

FOAE ANROO00en AN Ko SRLANE L0y, FREM. O0IVBRY,..

R WA Vo \'h A SRR 0L SV T o' - ¢ Y 'hmc&.hm&\'b ........ o Q._rm\aj
. SRsad Mﬁmmm‘ﬁw

.--::\

N { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for the understanding of the theory
and application of the theory to the scenario in an appropriate way.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 11 (a)

Candidates were required to give an appropriate conclusion that could be made from the
data provided in Table 2 for Q11a, with justification of the conclusion through
analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave a clear conclusion regarding the influence of the new painkiller on
memory and then supported this with relevant evidence from the table.

Weaker responses tended to give a conclusion only or some gave an inappropriate
conclusion, such as suggesting the new drug was the most effective.

Some responses only repeated information from the table with no conclusion, which should
be avoided in future series'.
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11 Lydia wants to investigate the effects of . She wants to
see if the new painkiller . Lydia
recruit NP o her local town for her investigation.

Lydia has two conditions:

« hinemmimsiimme' he male participants are shown three pictures. One hour later, the
. participants have to pick thasiimsessisturssdssnmmseiestiompiminepisturesm

Painkiller - The same male participants are given the new painkiller. The
participants are shown three new pictures. One hour later, the participants have

T w e three piclures HOM a selechion ol e polunes,

Lydia’s results are shown in Table 2.

Average number of pictures
Condition correctly recognised (out of 3)
No painkiller 29 \ - ¢
Painkiller 1.1 s
Table 2

DT e sanction dhai sl e inads waitg the gas 1 Table 2
P (2)

The paunhiller  decreawnen o peroon's abrlity.
1o remembtr mew tedarmadion. Tor o T

N

N { ResultsPlus
/—-.. Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for an appropriate conclusion and
justification.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 11 (b)

Q11b required candidates to identify a relevant improvement for Lydia’s investigation with
justification of the improvement provided.

The best responses gave a relevant improvement, usually related to the use of females as
well as males, and then supported this with justification.

Weaker responses gave an improvement only or suggested inappropriate improvements for
the investigation. Where candidates do give an appropriate improvement, they need to
ensure they are elaborating on their suggested improvement sufficiently to be able to gain
full marks.

Some candidates gave weaknesses of the investigation, not related to improvements, which
should be avoided in future series'.

(b) Explain one improvement Lydia could make to her investigation. Q)

......................... onN..waman. rather. Inan JUst 7e€Hng.
Bl pOIR KL L. 0000 QCAder; So. T
e MY NS YCNCIQINS GBI

N
\/ { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is given one mark for an appropriate improvement only.

Total: 1 mark

4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Candidates need to remember to justify fully, why their suggestion
would improve the study

21 GCSE Psychology 1PS0 01



Question 12 (a)
For Q12a, candidates were required to describe the sample used in Caspi et al.'s (2003) study.

The best responses fully described the sample, usually regarding the number of participants
and the groups into which they were split.

Weaker responses only gave one accurate aspect of the sample, gave inaccurate information
which appeared to be a guess, described the sample of a different study, or did not attempt
the question.

For future series', centres may wish to support candidates to help them know specific details
from the compulsory studies listed on the specification, such as the sample used.

12 (a) Describe the sample used in Caspi et al. (2003). |
(2) '

,L- ...... Samde, . US‘CULM ....... (ol b D\ ........................ Cn w:mlolf Lf,wlk{n .................
fe ¢ pesp
..... bwo Sk alldes. oMo Slmgjw,»{mf;& wilbs.. by, shak ol

.,

N { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response is given a mark for knowledge of the sample in the
study.

Total: 1 mark
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Question 12 (b)
Q12b required candidates to state two accurate findings from Caspi et al.'s (2003) study.

The best responses gave two accurate findings, usually in relation to the likelihood of
depression.

Weaker responses gave a single finding, gave findings for a different study, or gave findings
that were too vague for credit or were inaccurate.

(b) State two findings from Caspi et al. (2003).

N

N /\, ResultsPlus
I'/“----. Examiner Comments

This response is given a mark for knowledge of a finding from the
study.

Total: 1 mark

\

| Examiner Tip
Know specific details from named studies on the specification, such as
their findings
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Question 13

For Q13, candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of the term
‘nurture’ (AO1) and exemplify how ‘nurture’ factors could be used to explain the scenario
(AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of ‘nurture’ and suitable
exemplification to the scenario regarding Dawood.

Weaker responses only gave understanding or exemplification of ‘nurture’ or produced
responses that were inaccurate, such as focusing on ‘nature’ instead.

13 Dawood and his friends went shopping one weekend in the local shopping centre.
He bought a pair of shoes and his friends said his shoes looked amazing.

The next weekend, Dawood bought three more pairs of shoes from the shopping
centre when he returned with his friends. His friends all commented again on how
nice the shoes were. Over the next week, Dawood found he could not stop thinking
about shoes, so he bought 15 more pairs from an online internet shop. Dawood’s
older brother buys a lot of shoes too and frequently swaps shoes with Dawood.

After buying 800 pairs of shoes over the next six months, Dawood is diagnosed with
an addiction to shoes.

Explain one way that nurture could be used to explain Dawood’s addiction to shoes.
.jI.ZL./L.M.kL./L.I./Q [Cun e BBHN00L Cly. Wk enurcinrmensed fatkey.
KRGO SULN.CQ . il o £00.12647).. wbicn (oo
LOJAUONC. . PR i g pin.. 2L LeIL. AR L0, //'k«wwof/awr
Wrvbnen olso ouws. chses. o L ok..onpol Soriodbly keerets R/ ..
G AUl CHON. Ko LR (UULCl LTIFLENE aneved 4o Culse .
hecome AdOlClwA

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for understanding of the term
'nurture’ and application of the term to the scenario in an appropriate
way.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 14

Candidates were required to give two appropriate conclusions that could be made from the
data provided in Table 3 for Q14, with justification of the conclusions through
analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave two clear conclusions regarding the effectiveness of the drugs for
addiction and then supported this with relevant evidence from the table.

Weaker responses tended to give a conclusion only.

Some responses only repeated information from the table with no conclusion, which should
be avoided in future series'.

Explain two conclusions that can be made using the data in Table 3.

s&éﬁen‘m L e
AN V\@ ooty on .

- .'\ B
ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for appropriate conclusions and
justification of each.

Total: 4 marks
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Question 15 (a)

For Q15a, candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of Young's
(2007) study (AO1) and exemplify how the study could be used to explain how the clinical
psychologist could measure if CBT was helpful in the scenario (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of Young's (2007) study and
suitable exemplification to the scenario.

Weaker responses misread the question and tried to apply Young's (2007) study to say
whether CBT would be effective, used the wrong study, only gave understanding or
exemplification of Young's (2007) study or produced responses that were inaccurate.

In future series', centres may wish to reinforce to candidates to read the question very
carefully.
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15 Henrietta is a 19-year-old female who has been diagnosed as addicted to gambling.
She began gambling when at a casino on holiday but continued to gamble more
frequently when she returned home, Henrietta began visiting the casino every
weekend, but she now visits every day. She bets large amounts of money and
frequently loses, and she now owes a lot of money to her bank.

Henrietta has visited a clinical psychologist who has said they will help her using
cognitive behavioural therapy (CBT).

(a) Explain how the clinical psychologist could measure whether cognitive
behavioural therapy (CBT) is helpful for Henrietta's addiction.

You should refer to Young (2007) in your answer.
(2)

A0 DRUNOD. SENAG. Sne.. nad.. O QUENOOICE.
Quen...ou.. oasne.. Aed. Do G BED NS

_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is given a mark for understanding of the study only.

They did not apply this to the scenario fully for the second available
mark.

Total: 1 mark
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Question 15 (b)

Candidates were required to identify two weaknesses of using Young's (2007) study to
account for the effectiveness of CBT for Henrietta's addiction (AO2) and then fully justify the
weaknesses (AO3) for Q15b.

Similar to previous series', candidates found this type of question difficult. The best
responses provided two accurate weaknesses and then fully justified them in relation to the
scenario.

Weaker responses tended to identify the weakness only, gave generic information, or
produced responses that were inaccurate and tried to apply this to the scenario.

(b) Explain two weaknesses of using Young (2007) to account for the effectiveness of
using CBT for Henrietta’s gambling addiction.

(4)
1 oaewmkmss1§+hq+ﬁ:+n>JCSsapchab1t
st%t%vwagea je-of women used in ¥ Young's.

5%@\3 t S - 46 ir 'QJ‘CQSHC/‘WCH'QLSIQS&M

2 Q,no%ﬂfueokma%mf%afﬂnsjsogqmblrg
addiction. corcied out a. A ceSine, ubet a8
H’\tptopltm)/oungsﬂud‘ajkadm*emef'
QddCOns,onQGSOnlcngﬂwaagalcab‘c
Yo Henciehon T

e "\

N { ResultsPlus
I/*--._ Examiner Comments

This response is given two marks for two identified weaknesses
applied to the scenario in an appropriate way.

Total: 2 marks

V ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Fully justify weaknesses for full marks, saying why it is a weakness.
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Question 16

Q16 required candidates to describe how damage to the pre-frontal cortex could affect an
individual.

The best responses gave an accurate description of how damage to the pre-frontal cortex
could negatively affect someone, usually focusing on two separate impacts.

Weaker responses gave a brief way damage could affect an individual, offered an inaccurate
suggestion or did not attempt the question.

16 Describe how damage to the pre-frontal cortex could affect an individual.

oAbt prsprontol Cokex iz imolved i vakionol P and
. ACCion. mQlang... . someone. s doneoge.. b0 el prx-fraatel .
L0, Mey moy. e_e0sily. wdtakle ond. mogy. aeve. difpculty.......
..... malang... sensible, cotm. decicions. A quick and rsened persan, moy

N { ResultsPlus
I/--.. Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for knowledge of how the damage to
the pre-frontal cortex could affect an individual.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 17

For Q17, candidates were required to complete the two boxes with appropriate labels for the
parts of a typical synapse indicated.

The best responses gave two correct labels, with weaker responses giving only one accurate
label or sometimes neither being accurate.

17 Figure 2 shows a typical synapse.
Complete the boxes provided with the correct labels.

This response is given full marks for accurate completion of the boxes.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 18 (a)

For Q18a, candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of visual
agnosia (or another relevant concept of neurological damage) (AO1) and exemplify how
visual agnosia could be used to explain the scenario regarding Matthew’s patient (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of visual agnosia and suitable
exemplification to the scenario.

Weaker responses generally applied visual agnosia to the scenario only, gave an accurate
definition only, did not show full understanding of the condition, or gave generic or
inaccurate information.

18 Matthew has been asked to assess a patient who has had a brain injury.

He decided to give the patient a series of pictures of objects and a photograph of
someone from the patient’s social media page. The objects included a set of keys, a
games console, and a boat's anchor, Matthew asked the patient to name what they
could see in the pictures and who they saw in the photograph.

The patient could not name the objects but was able to recognise the person in
the photograph.

(a) Explain what the results of Matthew’s assessment indicated for the patient.

You should refer to a concept of neurological damage in your answer.
(2)

Migimoul. ARG DEAB IR, ol e Comleda.lt. neCrsoipe. The abjects he. pesSied,
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N { ResultsPlus
/---._ Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for understanding of visual agnosia
and application of visual agnosia to the scenario in an appropriate way.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 18 (b)

Q18b required candidates to identify a relevant improvement for Matthew’s assessment of
the patient with justification of the improvement provided.

The best responses gave a relevant improvement, such as using more common, everyday
objects or using more faces of people from the person’s social media page, and then
supported this with justification.

Weaker responses gave an improvement only or suggested inappropriate improvements for
the investigation. Some misread the question and gave a general improvement of his
investigation and not related to the assessment of the patient.

Where candidates do give an appropriate improvement, they need to ensure they are
elaborating on their suggested improvement sufficiently to be able to gain full marks. Some
candidates gave weaknesses of the investigation, not related to improvements, which should
be avoided in future series'.

(b) Explain one improvement that could have been made to Matthew’s assessment
of the patient.

N (: ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for an appropriate improvement and
justification.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 19 (a)

Candidates were required to give an appropriate conclusion that could be made from the
data provided in Table 4 for Q19a, with justification of the conclusion through
analysis/interpretation.

The majority focused on the role of either the left or the right hemisphere. The best
responses gave a clear conclusion regarding the role of the hemispheres and then supported
this with relevant evidence from the table.

Weaker responses tended to give a conclusion only. Some responses only repeated
information from the table with no conclusion, which should be avoided in future series'.

(a) Explain one conclusion that could be made regarding the role of the hemispheres

of the brain using the data in Table 4.
(2)
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/--.. Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for an appropriate conclusion and
justification.

Total: 2 marks

33 GCSE Psychology 1PS0 01



Question 19 (b)

Q19b required candidates to identify a strength and a weakness of Mikel's investigation (AO2)
and then fully justify the strength and weakness (AO3).

The most common strength was standardisation, with varied weaknesses offered. The best
responses identified a relevant strength and weakness and fully justified them.

Weaker responses tended to identify the strength or weakness only or give generic
statements. Generic statements should be avoided in future series'.

(b) Explain one strength and one weakness of Mlkel s Investigation into the role of
the hemispheres of the brain.
(4)

Strength

Milieto invegtlystion i rElldble becauoe he
oamt OB inthe wod CetEqony ik ard
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pm: - the rESu,(tS _______________

a,ppla 110

(Total for Question 19 = 6 marks)
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This response is given full marks for a fully-justified strength and
weakness, applied to the scenario in an appropriate way.

Total: 4 marks
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Question 20

For Q20, candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of the role of the
central nervous system (CNS) (AO1) and exemplify how the role of the CNS could be used to
explain the scenario regarding Serinda (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of the role of the CNS and suitable
exemplification to the scenario. Candidates generally found this difficult, but could usually
give some understanding of the role of the CNS. Some did not show full understanding of it,
and some gave generic or inaccurate information.

nt. A doctor is ESEKINGHREER
expected. BefGIEIENEMEEERNt, Serinda had

‘Thedoctor places hot and cold pad§iBh Serinda’s arms and legh. Serinda says she

Woﬂor concludes Serinda has

Explain one reason why the doctor concluded this.

20 Serinda was

You should refer to the role of the central nervous system in your answer.

Wi, A Showsh. Thet . er.. wﬂmtmwms&mlsmgd

- .'\ -
?‘( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response is given no marks because it did not show
understanding of the role of the CNS nor apply this to the scenario in
an appropriate way.

Total: 0 marks

GCSE Psychology 1PS0 01 36



Question 21

Candidates were required to define ‘anti-social’ behaviour and then give a suitable example
for Q21.

The best responses gave a clear, accurate definition of anti-social behaviour and then offered
an appropriate example.

Weaker responses tended to misunderstand the question and focus on being introvert or
wanting to be alone at parties or other social events.

21 Define the term ‘anti-social behaviour. Use an example in your response.
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¢ { ResultsPlus
I/--.. Examiner Comments

This response is given full marks for an accurate definition and an
appropriate example.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 22 (b)

For Q22b, candidates were required to state how long the Haney et al. (1973) study was
supposed to last before being abandoned.

The best responses gave an accurate statement, with weaker responses giving an inaccurate
suggestion, which generally appeared to be a guess.

(b) State how long the Haney, Banks, and Zimbardo (1973) study was supposed to
last for before being abandoned after 6 days.

N (: ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response is given a mark for knowledge of the time for which the
study was supposed to last.

Total: 1 mark
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Question 23 (a)

Candidates were required to give two appropriate conclusions that could have been made
from the data provided in Table 5 for Q23a, with justification of the conclusions through
analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave two clear conclusions regarding obedience to authority and then
supported this with relevant evidence from the table.

Weaker responses tended to give conclusion(s) only. Some responses only repeated
information from the table with no conclusion(s), which should be avoided in future series'.

39 GCSE Psychology 1PS0 01



23 Hannah was investigating how obedient people would be to an authority figure.

She got permission from a train station to conduct her investigation during a busy
rush hour period. Passengers were requested to only leave the train station via one of
the exits by an authority figure.

Hannah compared the findings from three variations:

Variation A: the request was given in person or over a loudspeaker.

Variation B: the request was given by a man who wore a uniform or casual clothes.
Variation C: the request was given by a male or female authority figure.

Hannah's results are shown in Table 5.

Variation A: Variation B: Variation C:
Authority figure Clothes worn by Gender of
presence authority figure authority figure
In person | Loudspeaker | Uniform Casual Male Female
% obedience 30 10 45 15 30 30
. Table 5
(a) Explain two conclusions that could be made in terms of obedience to authority
using the data in Table 5. "
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This response is given full marks for appropriate conclusions and
justification.

Total: 4 marks
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Question 23 (b)

Q23b required candidates to identify a strength and a weakness of Hannah's investigation
(AO2) and then fully justify the strength and weakness (AO3).

The best responses identified a relevant strength and weaknesses and fully justified them.
The natural environment of the train station was a common strength and the time of day
chosen being a weakness.

Weaker responses tended to identify the strength or weakness only or give generic
statements. Some also suggested ethics, such as lack of informed consent, but candidates
need to be reminded that with it being a public place this would not be creditworthy. Generic
statements should be avoided in future series'.

(b) Explain one strength and one weakness of Hannah's investigation.

(4)
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y { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was given two marks for a fully justified strength applied
to the scenario in an appropriate way.

The weakness was generic so did not gain any credit.

Total: 2 marks

Examiner Tip

' . ResultsPlus
\

Candidates must remember to apply their ideas to the scenario where
there is one or their response will be generic and not creditworthy.
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Question 24

For Q24, candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of a factor
affecting crowd behaviour (AO1) and exemplify how the factor could be used to explain the
scenario regarding the protest at the football club (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of a factor affecting crowd
behaviour and suitable exemplification to the scenario.

Weaker responses generally applied the factor affecting crowd behaviour to the scenario
only, gave a factor affecting crowd behaviour only, or gave generic or inaccurate information.

24 A crowd of fans who suEiort a football club has gathered outside the stadium.

The fans are hat they feel is afjSISHUEHEN: bout the ANREISHIBO
their fSEBAINEINE.

| The of the crowd is U§ing a loudspeaker to ehcolirage everyone fo protest
; d fi minds members of the crowd they are reSjiGIgIIe for their

i . Most of the members of the crowd are Sl and are wavirigisigny with
| messages on them.

Explain one reason why the crowd is acting peacefully.

’yf(Resuﬁsﬂus
Examiner Comments

This response is given only one mark, for application of a factor
affecting crowd behavior to the scenario in an appropriate way.

Total: 1 mark
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Question 25

For Q25, candidates were required to demonstrate accurate understanding of Piliavin et al.'s
(1969) study (AO1) and exemplify how the study could be used to explain the scenario
regarding the purse being stolen at the shopping centre (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of Piliavin et al.'s (1969) study and
suitable exemplification to the scenario.

Weaker responses generally applied the study to the scenario only, gave some findings from
the study only, or gave generic or inaccurate information.

Some candidates still believe diffusion of responsibility was found in the study, so centres
may wish to ensure candidates' understanding of the findings of the study for future series'.

25 Justin is investigating how people respond in the presence of others in crowded
situations. He recruits confederates to stand in a queue in a crowded shopping
centre, with one real participant in the queue, One of the confederates steals the
purse from another confederate’s backpack, in full view of the real participant, and
then walks off with the purse. The real participant can see that all of the confederates
have seen what has happened.

Justin repeated the scenario with the real participant being male or female on many
occasions during the course of a day.

Explain what Justin is likely to find regarding the real participant’s reaction to the
theft of the purse in the crowded shopping centre,

You should refer to Piliavin et al. (1969) in your answer.
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N { ResultsPlus
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This response is given full marks for understanding of the study and
application of the study to the scenario in an appropriate way.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 26

Q26 required candidates to assess reductionism in memory research, with reference to the
scenario involving Declan’s investigation.

This was an extended open response question with the * Assess ' taxonomy, which targets
AO1, AO2 and AO3 content.

AO1 was looking for knowledge and understanding of reductionism or memory research.
AO2 was for application to the scenario/stimulus material.

AO3 was analysis and evaluation of reductionism in memory research, leading to
judgements/conclusions of how useful it is for the scenario given about Declan’s
investigation.

Assessment of this question was through a levels-based mark scheme where a * best-fit’
approach was used; deciding which level most closely described the quality of the answer.

Each AO was judged separately and where the components met the requirement for the level
fully (and perhaps had elements of the level above), then marks were awarded at the top of
the level. Where the components met the level but barely, marks were awarded at the lower
end of the level. When a response was imbalanced (ie one or more AOs were stronger than
another) a compromise was found. Consideration was also given regarding this question
requiring balance between the AOs (AO1 3 marks, AO2 3 marks, AO3 3 marks).

Candidates found this very slightly more difficult than the equivalent issues and debates
essay from 2023, perhaps due to the focus on reductionism, which candidates tend to find a
more challenging concept than some others on the specification.

The best responses demonstrated accurate and clear understanding of both reductionism
and memory research and considered a balance between the AOs. They made a concerted
effort to apply their knowledge and understanding of reductionism to Declan’s investigation.
They used varied evidence to support and refute their arguments. Common research focused
on included Bartlett's war of the ghosts and studies related to the multi-store model, such as
Glanzer and Cunitz or Peterson and Peterson. They considered the relative strengths and
weaknesses of reductionism and the very best applied this back to Declan’s investigation and
memory research in general.

Weaker responses attempted to define the concepts ‘reductionism’ and ‘holism’ with little or
no relation to memory research or Declan’s investigation. Some candidates evaluated
Declan’s investigation and made no reference to reductionism throughout their response.
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Similar to previous series', candidates still found it difficult to reach the 7-9 mark range in
general for the issues and debates essay. This, again, was largely due to a lack of AO3 and
balance in the essays, which remains a focus for centres to help support candidates with for

future series'.
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*26 Declan is researching human memory. He recruited a selection of volunteers
with amnesia and a selection of volunteers without amnesia to participate in an
investigation assessing their memory.

The volunteers were asked questions about public events that happened during their
lifetime, They were asked to answer 90 questions using a multiple-choice format,
where the number of correct responses were recorded.

Later, the volunteers were shown 100 photographs of people and asked to respond
‘yes' or'no’ to whether the photograph showed a certain celebrity. For example, ‘Is this
person Barack Obama?’ Half of the time the correct answer was ‘yes. Their score for
the test was recorded.

Declan carried out data analysis for the two memory tasks to see whether there
was a difference between the memory of those with amnesia compared to those
without amnesia.

Assess how far research-into-memory, such as Declan’s investigation, could be

considered reductionist.
(9)
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This response is given 5 marks.

AO1: Level 2— Demonstrates mostly accurate understanding of some
relevant psychological ideas

AO2: Level 2 — Attempts to apply understanding to elements in the
context of the question with flawed or simplistic links and connections
made

AO3: Level 2 — Deconstructs relevant psychological ideas using mostly
logical chains of reasoning. An imbalanced argument that synthesises
mostly relevant understanding but not entirely coherently, leading to
judgements that are supported by evidence occasionally

Overall, the response is placed in Level 2.

Level 2

Total: 5 marks
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Question 27

Q27 was a synoptic essay that required candidates to assess the Chesworth family’s
behaviour, using two areas of psychology that they had studied. This was an extended open
response question with the ‘Assess’ taxonomy, which targets AO1, AO2 and AO3 content.

AO1 was looking for knowledge and understanding of psychological content.
AO2 was for application to the scenario/stimulus material.

AO3 was analysis and evaluation of the psychological content, leading to
judgements/conclusions of how useful it would be for the scenario given about the
Chesworth family’s behaviour.

Each AO was judged separately and where the components met the requirement for the level
fully (and perhaps had elements of the level above), then marks were awarded at the top of
the level. Where the components met the level but barely, marks were awarded at the lower
end of the level. When a response was imbalanced (ie one or more AOs were stronger than
another) a compromise was found. Consideration was also given regarding this question
requiring balance between the AOs (AO1 3 marks, AO2 3 marks, AO3 3 marks).

The best responses focused on producing AO1, AO2, and AO3 content to attempt to balance
their essay. They included at least two topic areas in their response (the question directed
them to a minimum of two areas), which most commonly included development (topic 1) and
social influence (topic 5), with memory (topic 2) also frequently included.

There was an effort to include AO3, which typically included research such as Peterson and
Peterson, Asch, Haney et al., and Willingham or Dweck. As with previous series', weaker
responses tended to focus on a single topic area and give brief, simplistic statements
regarding their knowledge of this area and made a limited attempt to apply it to the scenario
with no attempt at evaluation or analysis.

Candidates performed extremely similarly to previous series' in general, with stronger AO1
and AO2 and most performing in Levels 1 and 2. Similar to previous series', the quality of the
AO1 and AO2, as well as the presence and quality of the AO3, separated the candidates.

Support with balance of essays and the AO3 element remains a focus for centres to help
support candidates with, for future series'.
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*27 The Chesworths are a family who love to play board games and card games together
at the weekend and in the school holidays.

When at school, Gerard Chesworth is not competitive and always waits his turn and
never shouts or screams. When the whole family are at home playing games they
become very competitive, they all scream and shout a lot and Gerard joins in.

Recently, Gerard’s father taught the family to play a new card game. Gerard found the
game difficult to understand and kept forgetting the rules, which meant he lost most
of the time. This made Gerard very upset, so he played the game repeatedly on his
own in private.

The next time the family played the new card game, Gerard won quite a few times
which made him happier. Gerard’s brother started to come last all of the time. He
stopped playing, stood up and told the family there is no point in playing any more
as he would never improve.

Assess the Chesworth family's behaviour using two areas of psychology that you
have studied.

(9)
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Exa miner Comments

AO1: Level 2 — Demonstrates mostly accurate understanding of some
relevant psychological ideas.

AO2: Level 2 — Applies understanding to elements in the context of
the question, with some logical links and connections made

AO3: Level 1 — Limited attempt to deconstruct relevant psychological
ideas. An unbalanced or one-sided argument that provides limited
synthesis of understanding. Judgements are supported by limited
evidence.

Overall, this response reaches Level 2.
Level 2

Total: 5 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Be prepared to recall information from named content on the specification, such as
studies like Caspi et al. (2003) (Q12), Haney et al. (1973) (Q22a) or Piliavin et al. (1969) (Q25)
Include both AO1 knowledge and understanding and AO2 application where there is
stimulus material/a scenario for questions that require the AO1 and AO2 content. Read
these questions very carefully and offer material related to the question asked

Apply strengths and weaknesses to stimulus material/scenarios and fully elaborate on why
it is a strength or weakness for the study given

Continue to offer a conclusion in the first instance and then support this using appropriate
data/information from the source material in the relevant questions requesting
conclusions

Use appropriate improvements that are applied appropriately to the stimulus
material/scenario. Ensure full elaboration to say how it would improve the study given
Avoid pre-learned improvements, because these may not be relevant to the scenario
provided

Balance essays using AO1, AO2 and also AO3 content. Ensure accuracy and include the
requisite depth to the arguments to reach the higher mark bands
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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