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General Marking Guidance 
  

 
• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners must mark the 

first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 
• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be rewarded for 

what they have shown they can do rather than penalised for omissions. 
• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to their 

perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 
• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme should be 

used appropriately. 
• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Examiners 

should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the 
mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if the 
candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the principles 
by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark scheme to 
a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it 
with an alternative response. 

 



 
GCSE Portuguese Higher tier - 2024 
Paper 3 Mark scheme 
 
SECTION A 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

1(a) Any one of the following: 
- the city is huge / massive / 

enormous / (too) big 
- they are short of time 

 
- don’t have much 
money 

(1) 
 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

1(b) Any one of the following: 
- the main street in town / 

S. Paulo 
- worth a visit 
- it is where you will 

understand the locals. 
- Spending time there is the 

best way to understand 
people in that city.  

 
- spend time there on 
its own  

(1) 
 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

1(c) - (it is) a (cultural) museum.  
 

- a cultural place 
(1) 

 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

2(a) Any one of the following: 
- her mother’s father 
- her grandfather  

 
- mother  
- father (1) 

 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

2(b) - on the 16th January - January on its own  (1) 



 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

2(c) Any one of the following: 
- they are a lot of work 
- they take time to recover 

from 
- the same people come 
- thousands of people have 

their parties on the same 
day 

- it takes weeks to get back 
to normal 

 

(1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

2(d) - her best friends - friends on its own  
- my (best) friends  (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

3(a) Any two of the following: 
- Students have more / 

additional time to learn 
Portuguese 

- Feel closer to the other 
students in school/peers. 

- Portuguese people their 
age 

- Integrate better  
- positive progress / better 

marks  
- They will speak better 

Portuguese.  

 

(2) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

3(b) Any two of the following: 
- (schools should) be more  

prepared 
- (schools should) support 

students better  

 

(1) 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(iv) A is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
B is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
C is correct. 
D is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. (1) 

Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

3(c) - (number of) different 
languages (in a school).   

 
(1) 

Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

3(d) - In the big cities / towns.   (1) 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(iii) A is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
B is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
C is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
D is correct. (1) 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(i) A is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
B is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
C is correct. 
D is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. (1) 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(ii) A is correct. 
B is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
C is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
D is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. (1) 



 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(v) A is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
B is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
C is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
D is correct. 
 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

5(a) Diogo (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

5(b) Alexis (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

5(c) Nádia (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

5(d) Rafael (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

5(e) Any one of the following: 
- he did not speak Spanish; 
- he did not know the 

language.  
- he wouldn’t understand 

the police officers in 
Spanish.   

 
 
 
(must convey 
understanding and 
Spanish)  

(1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

5(f) Any one of the following: 
- she needed someone to 

speak to /communicate 
with the tourists 
/customers 

- she needed help in 
understanding what the 
tourists wanted   

- help in the shop 

 

(1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

6(i) A is incorrect as it is not true. 
B is correct.  
C is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
D is correct. 
E is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
F is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
G is correct. (3) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

6(ii) Any one of the following: 
- not to be missed 
- you should see them / go 

there 

 
- not to lose  
 
 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

6(iii) Any one of the following: 
-   to visit/ see / watch (interesting) monuments 
-   to visit the church  
-   for the (unique) views /landscape (over the town 

and the countryside)  
  (1) 

 



 
SECTION B 
 
Question 
number 

Answer 
 

Mark 

7(i) A is incorrect as it is not true. 
B is correct. 
C is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
D is incorrect as opposite is true. (1) 

 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(ii) A is correct. 
B is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
C is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
D is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. (1) 

 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(iii) A is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
B is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
C is incorrect as opposite is true. 
D is correct. (1) 

 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(iv) A is correct. 
B is incorrect as opposite is true. 
C is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
D is incorrect as opposite is true. (1) 

 
 
Question 
number 

Answers Mark 

7(v) A is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
B is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 
C is correct. 
D is incorrect as it is not mentioned in the text. 

 
 
 
(1) 

 
 



Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(a) Rui (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(b) Alberto (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(c) Olívia (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(d) Anabela (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(e) Rui (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(a) Any one of the following: 
- ajudar crianças e jovens 

localmente  
- para ajudar os jovens a 

serem voluntários 
- melhorar as competências 

sociais 
- ajudar os adolescentes a 

serem mais responsáveis 

 

(1) 
 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(b) - (ajudam) os que mais 
precisam 

- (ajudam) crianças que vivem 
localmente 

- (ajudam) crianças 
(necessitadas) 

 
 
 
- ajudar adolescentes 
- locais on its own  
 (1) 

 
 



 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

 

9(c) Any two of the following: 
- seguir os valores da CV 
- trabalhar em equipa 
- ser ativo  
- acreditar nos objetivos 
- dar o seu melhor 
- saber trabalhar em equipa 
- ser decidido 
- ser responsável  
- querer melhorar a vida 

real 
- querer fazer mais e 

melhor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- melhorar a vida real 

(2) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

9(d) Any one of the following: 
- tem sido (muito) bem 

recebido /apreciado 
- de forma positiva 
- forte participação de 

crianças e jovens  

 

(1) 
 



SECTION C 
 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 
Portuguese 

 
Correct Answer in English  

Mark 

10 Há muitos festivais de música 
portugueses.  

There are many Portuguese 
music festivals.  

(7) 

De norte a sul, desfrutamos de 
 

From (the) north to (the) south, 
we enjoy 

mais de trinta eventos no 
calendário nacional.  

more than thirty events in the 
national calendar.  

Para um país pequeno como o 
nosso, é ótimo 

For a small country like ours, it 
is great  
 

termos tantos concertos para 
os jovens nos meses de verão.   

to have / that we have so many 
concerts for young people / the 
young in / during / over the 
summer months.  

Os turistas ajudarão a torná-los 
um sucesso 

Tourists will help (to) make 
them a success  
.  

já que muitos estarão lá de 
férias e comprarão bilhetes.   
 

as / since / seeing that / given 
that / because / seeing as many 
will be there on holiday(s)/ 
vacation and (they) will buy 
tickets. 

 
 
 
Mark Descriptor 
0 No rewardable communication. 
1–3 The meaning of the passage is partially communicated. 

Some errors in the translation prevent meaning being conveyed, e.g. frequent 
use of incorrect words, omitted phrases, incorrect tenses. 

4–6 The meaning of the passage is mostly communicated. 
Occasional errors affect the flow or clarity of the translation, e.g. incorrect 
words, omitted words, inexact syntax. 

7 The meaning of the passage is fully communicated. 
Any errors do not detract from the overall effectiveness of the translation. 
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